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Dean Smith is shown knocking ice off 
of wires to prevent further line damage. 


[* THE early evening of Decem- 

ber 3, a chilled easterly wind 
swept through our territory under 
an overcast sky, bringing with it a 
gentle, persistent rain. The tem- 
perature hovered near the freezing 
mark and the moisture clung and 
froze to trees and housetops, grass 
and wires. The next morning na- 
ture presented a landscape of jew- 
eled beauty, with each twig and stalk 
encased in gleaming crystal; a pic- 
ture day, and one for an artist’s exal- 
tation and a telephone man’s despair 
for the havoc was already under way. 

During the night the telephone 
wires had been transformed into 
huge cylinders, inch-thick and more. 
The weight carried by the poles and 
fixtures extended far beyond the fac- 
tor of safety and this was multiplied 
by the wind which whipped the 


heavily-laden wires about. In in- 


December Sleet Storm 


— Causes Widespread Damage 


By Joe Hartley 


numerable places _ overhanging 
branches had broken under their 
load of ice and had come crashing 
down through the lead. Many road- 
sides were lined by a shambles of 
broken wires and splintered cross- 
arms and poles and there was trouble 
in varying degrees on nearly all the 
open wire leads, but strangely, those 
running north and south suffered the 
most damage which is accounted for 
by the unusual phenomenon of the 
storm being accompanied by an east- 
erly wind. 

On Sunday, December 7, came an- 
other ice deposit, this one on the 
wings of a strong wind from the 
north and although the coating on 
the wires was not so thick in this 
storm it, in many places, added its 
load to the residue left from the pre- 
vious one and many more wire breaks 
and “frozen shorts” resulted. The 
toll lead from Lincoln to Hastings, 
which had just been restored to serv- 
ice was out again, and this time the 
breaks extended throughout the 
hundred-odd miles of its length. 

The construction crews and main- 
tenance men who were called into 
the work of restoring service, toiled 
in long shifts straight through the 
week-end. Nearly all the toll con 


nections broken in the first storm 
had been brought back into service 
by Saturday night, just in time to 
be struck by the second storm, but 
by mid-week the crews had the toll 
plant repairs under control and were 
beginning to straighten poles, pull 
slack and knock off the remaining 
ice from the wires. 

The casualty figures from the 
storm disclosed 21,091 open wire 
breaks, a greater number than has 
been recorded in any other storm 
in our history, and 880 poles were 
broken. Rural lines, because of their 
open wire construction, were par- 
ticularly hard hit. A total of 11,250 
subscribers, of which over 8,000 were 
rural, were without service. Ice re- 
mained on the wires for nearly a 
week in some sectors causing new 
trouble and greatly hampering repair 
work. Although much of the serv- 
ice had been restored within a week 
following the storm, it was nearly 
three weeks before all repairs were 
completed. 

The number of poles down seems 
insignificant when compared to the 
5,700 poles broken in the wet snow 
of April, 1938, the 5,600 in Novem- 
ber, 1931, or the 13,000 broken by 

(Continued on Page 23) 


The accompanying pictures were taken in the vicinity of Geneva and Hebron a week after the storm 
struck. Ice was still coated on wires and branches to thicknesses ranging up to more than an inch. This 
factor greatly hampered repair work and was the cause of fresh line breaks following the storm. 
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New Dial P. B. X. for 
University of Nebraska 


N Friday, December 26, dial 
service was brought to the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska telephone sys- 
tem, the largest branch exchange in 
our organization. Work on the con- 
version has been in progress since 
last July and the number of stations 
involved is equal to that of an ex- 
change nearly the size of Wilber. 

The task, however, has been com- 
plicated by the nature of the service 
desired. The new telephone system 
is designed to furnish service to both 
the city campus and the Agricultural 
College through a single telephone 
number on the Lincoln exchange, 
2-7631. Heretofore separate manual 
switchboards at each campus have 
handled calls directed by separate 
telephone numbers to either board. 
Intercommunicating and outgoing 
calls from the University telephones 
were handled manually through the 
switchboards. 

Under the new arrangement the 
telephone operators at the city cam- 
pus will receive all incoming calls 
and will make the connection, but 
intercommunicating calls between 
the 492 telephones of the city cam- 
pus and the Agricultural College as 
well as local outgoing calls to Lin- 
coln numbers will be handled 
through the dial switching equip- 
ment by the calling party dialing the 
number desired. Twenty-four hour 
incoming and outgoing service is 
being provided. 

Because of the complex nature of 
the service requirements this project 
presented several innovations, both 
in engineering and workmanship. 
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The service engineering has been 
handled almost entirely by Harry B. 
Gore, who assisted in the original 
survey and several subsequent stud- 
ies of the plant to determine circuit 
requirements and telephone locations. 
The number assignments were also 
a part of his task. The equipment 
engineering was handled through the 
chief engineer’s staff with Roger K. 
Ghormley especially assigned to the 
job. Members of the Lincoln service 
department who played a major role 
in the successful completion of the 
undertaking were Walter Stewart, 
Bedric Wanek, Bob Swanson, Les 
Livingston, Ed Dulin, James Smith, 
Rex Winders, Art Albers, Ray Zim- 
merman, Roy Brendle, Frank Ku- 
chera, Robert Culver, Howard 
Stroup, Art Lamberson and George 
Ramsey. L. G. Saunders, assistant 
wire chief, was in general charge of 
this phase of the work. 


The job was further magnified by 
extensive revisions in the cable plant 
where the construction work was 
done by R. R. Smith and his crew of 
O. A. Nelson, A. Fritz, Wesley 
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The former board at the city campus 
suffers in comparison with the new board 
and dial equipment pictured below. All 
of the operators in the scene are former 
Company employees. Lefi to right, Mrs. 
Bertha Pierce, Mrs. Evelyn Bell and 
Chief Operator Fern Finnell. 


Hayes, Don Utterson, D. Knudson, 
Clyde Pierce, H. Beisner and Allan 
Behm. Splicers and helpers in- 
cluded C. $. Hutchison, F. E. Swartz, 
Vaughan Baum, R. C. Hawkins, J. R. 
Ebben, R. E. Miller, Bill Huddleston, 
G. C. Artz, Don Frankforter, A.’ D. 
Miller, R. E. Baxter and L. F. West- 
erman. Material hauling was han- 
dled by Joe Lewis, Don Gilmore and 
E. Wedgwood. The outside plant 
work was under the supervision of 


Herman Studier and J. A. Dobbs. 


(Above) Inspecting the new dial equipment 


are R. K. Ghormlev, Walter Stewart ene 
3 a 
Bedric Wanek. The new switchboard fo 
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j ® itil incoming traffic is pictured at left. 
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Mr. Woods’ bift To Lincoln 


RANK H. WOODS, chairman of 


the Company’s Board of Direc: 
tors, on December 30 presented a 
magnificent gift to the City of Lin- 
coln. The bestowal was in the 
amount of $65,000 to be used by the 
city in the purchase of the fifty 
acres of land known as the Rogers 
Tract, located at 33rd and O Streets. 
The site is a large, level tract in the 
heart of Lincoln and constitutes an 
ideal location for a park and civic 
center. It also has been suggested 
as an appropriate location for Lin- 
coln’s proposed city auditorium. 


In presenting the gift, Mr. Woods 
wrote the following letter to the 
Mayor and city council: 


“On behalf of the Woods Charit- 
able Fund, of which I am founder 
and president, I wish to make a gift 
to the City of Lincoln of the sum of 
$65,000 to be used in the acquisition 
of the Rogers Tract, which has been 
generously offered to the City of 
Lincoln by Mrs. George H. Rogers 
in memory of her late husband. 

“This gift to the city is to be in 
memory of my father and mother, 
Colonel and Mrs. F. M. Woods. My 
father and mother, being early pio- 
neers, were always interested in agri- 
culture, parks and the recreation pro- 
gram of the City of Lincoln, in fact 
in all of the things that made Lin- 
coln the city it is today.” 


Thomas C. Woods, Company 
president, represented his father at 
a special meeting of the city council 
at which the offer was accepted 
after recommendation to the council 
by the Rogers Tract committee who 
addressed a letter to the council in 
part as follows: 


“The committee is very apprecia- 
tive of the liberality of Mrs. George 
H. Rogers in making this tract 
available to the City of Lincoln, and 
the generosity of Mr. Woods in pro- 
viding the funds for its acquisition. 

‘“T incoln is most fortunate to have 
this 50 acre tract of land in such a 


Frank H. Woods 


central location available for the use 
and enjoyment of its citizens. 

“Your committee feels that this is 
a magnificent holiday gift and we 
know the council will look with fa- 
vor upon the offer.” 

Mr. Woods’ act is characteristic of 
the generosity and vision which have 
typified him through the years as a 
foremost public-spirited citizen. Com- 
menting editorially, the Lincoln 
Journal recently said: 

‘Not alone Lincolnites, living now, 
but all future generations of Lincoln 
residents, are the beneficiaries of the 
magnificent gift of Frank H. Woods 
in memory of his father and mother, 
the late Colonel and Mrs. F. M. 
Woods. It will be truly a living me- 
morial, in the best spirit of the 
pioneers themselves. 

“Mr. Woods’ gift now assures 
public use and enjoyment, for all 
time to come, of a splendid acreage 
situated in the population center of 
this growing city. 

“The gift itself is an act of the 
same fine public-spiritedness, the 
same faith in the future, the same 
deep concern for development of a 
beautiful and wholesome community 
environment, that distinguished the 
city’s pioneer builders, two of whom 
it honors so appropriately. It con- 
firms the donor’s stature as, himself, 
ranking with them in faith and 
vision. 
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“It is these builders, these men of 
vision, living and dead, men and 
women like pioneer Nebraskans, men 
like Frank H. Woods, who have 
made Lincoln a distinctive city. Their 
heritage, their continuing presence 
among us, promises to keep it so, 
growing in beauty and enjoyment as 
it does in size. 


“To a city with men of vision like 
these, all other things may be added. 
To Frank H. Woods, a city’s per- 
petual thanks.” 


Radiotelephone Conference 
\" ERLE M. HALE, general com- 
1 


mercial superintendent, and 
C. C. Donley, general traffic superin- 
tendent, in company with Mr. B. C. 
Burden of Lincoln, last month at- 
tended a hearing held at Washing 
ton, D. C., by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission concerning 
the permanent assignment of short 
wave radio channels for use in con: 
nection with mobile telephone serv- 
ice. Messrs. Donley and Burden pre- 
sented testimony on behalf of The 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company and the Independent tele- 
phone industry. 


As an interesting sidelight to the 
trip, Mr. Hale placed a long distance 
call from the Congressional Limited 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad while 
traveling between Washington and 
New York. The transmission was 
excellent and the service was fine, he 
reports. As described in last month’s 
issue of the “News,” a special at- 
tendant is in charge of telephone 
service on the train. She places the 
call and summons the caller when 
the connection is ready. A special 
booth is located on the lounge car 
for the convenience of those who 
wish to telephone. Connections are 
made by radio from the train to the 
nearest receiving station and thence 
by wire to the called telephone. A 
radio receiver on the train receives 
incoming calls. The arrangement is 
similar to mobile highway service 
except that separate channels are 
used for outgoing and incoming mes- 
sages. The “push-to-talk” feature of 
the one channel service is thereby 
made unnecessary. 


joneer 


© Bristmas 


NE of the nicest things to come 
out of the past Christmas season 
was the visitation project of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter. In a bul- 
letin circulated to Chapter members 
in mid-December, President George 
Walroth laid stress to the point that 
one of the organization’s major obli- 
gations was to keep in touch with 
those telephone pioneers who are no 
longer in active service, and attached 
a list of all retired employees and 
those incapacitated through sickness 
or accident. It was suggested that it 
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Members of the visitation committee, 
left to right, back row, A. O. Andrews, 
Bert Huddleston, A. B. Gorman and Presi- 
dent George Walroth; second row, Lula 
Kloepper, fellow committee chairman, 
S. F. Bush, L. A. Stacy, J. S. Jackson and 
Robert Green; front row, Gertrude King, 
Ann Seymour, Victor Musselman, Secre- 
tary Otto Nelsen and Roy Galley. 


Mike Egan, convalescing at home after 
an extended illness, is greeted by George 
Walroth, Lula Kloepper and Lee Schlentz. 
Mr. Egan appears at center and Mrs. Egan 
is at extreme left. 


would be particularly fitting to re- 
member them with a card of cheer— 
or better still, by a personal visit. 


While there was no attempt made 
to obtain reports from the members 
of the numbers of visits and contacts 
made throughout the territory, it is 
known that the bulletin’s suggestion 
was followed in many instances. In 
Lincoln a number of Pioneers assem- 
bled on Sunday, December 21, di- 
vided themselves into four groups, 
and systematically covered the city 
with their visiting program. 


Lula Kloepper, right, extends greetings 
from the Pioneer Chapter and enjoys a 
visit with Margaret Hall, a former Ac- 
counting Department employee now re- 
tired on pension. 


Among those receiving calls from 
this group were C. W. Albers, W. H. 
Ames, W. T. Backus, F. E. Bagley, 
W.E. Bell, Mrs. Jessie Brown, R. E. 
Burkett, Harve Colvin, E. S. Fisher, 
Margaret Hall, Lillian Harper, V. A. 
Randall, H. J. Soderholm, Mrs. Sadie 
Urch, M. F. Egan and John R. Sul- 
livan. Several other calls were made 
on parties who were not at home. 

It would be difficult to say whether 
the hosts or the guests received the 
most pleasure from these personal 
contacts. Certainly those who con- 
stituted the committee were of one 
accord in acclaiming the endeavor as 
being too worth-while to be confined 
to the holiday season. 


uence books get fat, ex- 
panding about 15 per cent in six 
months with normal usage. For ex- 
ample, during its half-year life span 
in the hands of the average sub- 
scriber, New York City’s big Man- 
hattan directory expands~about a 
quarter inch. 
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Carolers Elighly Acclaimed 


CN again highlighting employee 
Christmas activities was the 
group of carolers from the general 
offices and local departments at Lin- 
coln, which in its third year had 
grown into a chorus of more than 
fifty voices and had expanded its 
activities to include a radio broad- 
cast and a caroling tour of the city’s 
main thoroughfare via chartered bus. 
Under the direction of Leonard E. 
Paulson, instructor of voice at Ne- 


braska Wesleyan University, the 


chorus rounded rapidly into form. 
Indeed, it seems to be the unanimous 
opinion of all who heard them that 
they measured up to a standard far 
beyond that which might be expected 
for such a short period of training. 
Much of the credit for this lay in the 
foundation of the group, composed 
of those who have sung in the group 
in the past two years. Mrs. Marie 
Jackson, whose sterling work in 
building this nucleus as director in 


the formative years, was unable to 


Members of the men’s octette. Left to 
right, Roy Mills, W. W. Eden, O, G. Hoff- 
man, A. B. Gorman, C. A. Eggerss, Richard 
Grant, George Walroth and Richard Welch 
of the Automatic Electric Company, 
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lead them this season, although she 
found it possible to lend aid to the 
soprano section in several of the 
appearances. 

On Monday evening, December 
22, the carolers ““went on the air” 
over KFOR in a quarter-hour broad- 
cast which in quality, voice and tim- 
ing lacked nothing of the profes- 
sional touch. Featured also in the 
broadcast was a male octette and 
soloists W. W. “Bud’” Eden and 
Marie Jackson. Appearances were 
made in various points of the general 
office building and at the warehouse 
on December 23 and 24. Included 
in the selections given were the old 
and well-loved Christmas songs: “Si- 
lent Night,” “Oh, Come All Ye 
Faithful,” “The First Noel,” “Oh, 
Little Town of Bethlehem” and “It 
Came Upon A Midnight Clear.” The 
activity was sponsored by Guy O. 
Seaton, personnel director. 


The chorus poses for the ‘’News” camerman. The director, Mr. Leonard Paul- 
son, voice instructor at Nebraska Weslevan University, is standina at center. 
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That "New Look” 
In the Cafeteria Too 


F we in Lincoln didn’t appreciate 

the Cafeteria before, there should 
now be no doubt about it. The doors 
were closed for a week early last 
month while the painters took over 
to give the interior that “new look” 
with a brand new coat of blue. Other 
innovations that meet the eye are 
the new electric dish washer and 
those sloping glass barriers which 
prevent one from reaching clear 
across the counter after a piece of 
chocolate pie with an extra amount 
of meringue gracing its top. Charlie 
Peachman and the other sign lan- 
guage addicts, who for years have 
been ordering mashed potatoes by 
the raising of an eye-brow and roast 
beef by a simple nod of the head, 
have at last come into their own. The 
partitions sometimes make it a little 
difficult for the cash customers to 
make themselves heard, particularly 
Betty Hinmann and some of the 
other “‘shorties” who haven't yet at- 
tained their growth. 

Mrs. Watson, the cafeteria ma- 
tron, has been promising some new 
drapes too and when these make 
their appearance we plan to take 
some pictures of our fine nook of 
nourishment and relaxation. After a 
week of going out into the cold for 
lunch we think that readers of the 
“News” (both of them, that is) 
should see what a wonderful place 
it is. The food is excellent, the serv- 
ice is super, we love all the help, 
and please don't close up again until 
some time when we are on our va- 


cation. 


Telephone Plays 


Cupid and Santa Claus 
NUSUAL telephone connections 


reported last month provided the 
means for a family reunion and a 
marriage. Two Lincoln brothers, Dr. 
F. W. and Edward Albrecht, re- 
ceived an unexpected Christmas 
present in the form of a family circle 
telephone conversation which  ex- 
tended from Nebraska and Louisiana 
to California. A brother in Shreve- 


port, La., arranged the conference 
call in which members of the family 
in five cities exchanged greetings. 
Cupid entered the picture when 
Fred Shannon of Fairbury refused to 


let a small matter of a broken leg 
prevent him from marrying his 
fiance in far-off Alabama. The cere- 
mony was performed with witnesses 
listening in on extension telephones. 


Second Floor Offices Remodeled 


‘HE second floor of the general 
office building has just under- 
gone its second major operation in its 
thirty-five years and an ailment of 
long standing seems to be alleviated. 
With its first occupancy in 1913, it 
housed the executive offices, the 
general plant, commercial and ac- 
counting departments, the district 
plant and commercial chiefs with 
their clerical staffs and the nucleus 
of the supply and construction de- 
partments. 

As the work of the business be- 
came more centralized, growing pains 
forced one department after another 
to seek quarters elsewhere. Last to 
depart was the general commercial 
department, which moved last year 
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to the vacated space once occupied 
by tenants on the first floor. 

The building revision expands the 
remaining departments into the space 
vacated by the general commercial 
group. Partitions have been rear- 
ranged throughout this section to 
provide ease of access to related de- 
partments and adequate space for 
housing the various groups and their 
equipment. The floor plan shows 
the present lay-out of the offices and 
their occupants. The space marked 
“unassigned” is being used tem- 
porarily by the Lincoln Directory 
Department which was made home- 
less through building rearrangements 
currently being made in the Lincoln 
Business Office. 
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Happiness DV\ Bead 


Vada Brothers of 
the Plattsmouth 
Traffic Depart- 
ment and Paul 
Barker were 
united in mar- 
riage on Decem- 
ber 21, at the 
bride’s home in 
LaPlatte, Ne- 
braska. Mrs. Bar- 


ker has resigned her position. 


The wedding of Velma Abker of 
the Nebraska City Traffic Depart- 
ment and Charles Stock of Auburn 
was solemnized on November 25 at 
the Methodist Chapel at Geneva. 
The ceremony was performed by 
Rev. Wallace. The couple will reside 
in Nebraska City and Mrs. Stock will 
continue her work. Mr. Stock is also 
an employee of the Company. 


Virginia Richards, operator at Ne- 
braska City, became thé bride of 
John Duncan on November 26 at 
the Baptist Church in Nebraska City. 
The ceremony was performed by 
Rev. McMillan. Mrs. Duncan will 


continue her work. 


New York-Boston 


Radio Relay Opened 
| ieee relay service between New 


York and Boston made its offi- 
cial debut on November 13 when 
television images and telephone con- 
versations were carried simultaneous- 
ly over the new intercity facilities. 
Seven radio relay stations are locate 
on high points between the two 


cities to provide unobstructed trans- 
mission. 


These transmitting and receiving 
towers transmit and receive a highly 
directive and Sharply focused radio 
beam through which it is possible to 
send and receive telephone conver- 
sations, telegraph and teletype mes- 
sages, facsimile, television and sound 
radio broadcasting. Transmission is 
on a line-of-sight basis because the 
high frequency beam travels ina 
straight line. For this reason the dis- 
tance between the transmitting and 
receiving towers is limited by the 
curvature of the earth. However. by 


receiving and relaying through a se- 
ries of these towers it is possible to 
send messages hundreds or even 
thousands of miles. In the demon- 
stration the radio relay channels be- 
tween New York and Boston were 
linked to Washington, D. C., by 
coaxial cable making up the longest 
television network to date. 


AFEST big industry among 40 
major industries surveyed by the 
National Safety Council in 1946, was 
communications. The low accident 
record shows that workers in the 
communications field sustained 3.33 
injuries per 1,000,000 man hours, as 
compared with an average of 14.16 
for all industries studied. 


New Teletype Concentrator 


|B cece the past few weeks a 


crew of Western Electric equip- 
ment installers has been busily en- 
gaged in the assembly and wiring in 
of an imposing bay of apparatus 
which constitutes a 102-A Toll Tele- 
type Concentrator. The installation 
was made in the Lincoln toll test 
room under the supervision of C. E. 
Glass of the Western Electric Com- 
pany. The project, however, was one 
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of the Northwestern Bell Company, 
which will retain ownership of the 
equipment. 

The concentrator is designed to re- 
duce the number of teletype circuits 
now in use between Lincoln and 
Omaha. By a system of trunk se- 
lection, similar in a general way to 
that employed between connected 
dial exchanges, the number of cir- 


cuits necessary to provide normal 


service to the thirty tele- 
typewriters terminating 
at the concentrator has 
been reduced from thir- 
ty to six. In event of an 
overload, provision is 
made for a visual signal 
showing that all trunks 


fs uppity are busy, with a holding 


device which will indi- 
cate when a circuit be- 
comes available. Need- 
less to say, the gain of 
twenty-four circuits, 
which are usable for 
telegraph or teletype 
Operation, was the mav- 
jor factor in originating 
plans for the installa- 
tion. 

Some notion of the 
magnitude and complex: 
ity of the equipment 
ff # wiring job can be gained 


if 


wi 


Bim iicss than 424 relays, of 
alu various types, are em- 
ployed and mounted in 


Installation specialists from Western Electric the bay at the Lincoln 
are shown fitting the intricate parts into the work- — end of the concentrator. 
ing unit. In addition to being specialists in their I[t is a combined engi- 
field, they are nice people to have around. We were neering feat, shared by 
sorry to see them leave. C. E. Glass, in charge of the Northwestern Bell 
the job, is pointing out the next step to P. E. Wood and the Western Elec- 
and R. L. Mrasek. R. W. Youngkrantz, seated, is tric- Kearney engineer- 


making notes. 


ing departments. 


Sterling Cut To Dial 
NOTHER dial conversion was 


completed on December 2 when 
the Sterling exchange was cut to 
dial operation. Sterling becomes the 
45th exchange to receive dial serv- 
ice and was the eleventh conversion 
for 1947, which establishes a record 
in this respect. The year 1941, when 
nine exchanges were converted, was 
the former top year. The honor of 
pulling the strings which placed the 
new equipment in operation was 
given to J. E. Caley of Sterling, a 
retired employee and well known in 
that area for his many years of serv- 
ice in the telephone industry. 


The total gross expenditure in- 
volved in the project was $51,000.00. 
This included the cost of the build- 
ing, dial switching equipment, con- 
struction work and new dial tele- 
phone instruments. The central 
office equipment was installed by 
Perry Caldwell and Ed Flowerday 
under the supervision of George 
Keith, district installation supervisor. 


Barbara Benson, chief operator, 
has taken up work in the Lincoln 
operating department and Esther 
Fritz has assumed duties at Beatrice. 
Calls for long distance, information, 
service, etc., are being handled at 
Tecumsch. 


The “News” photographer dropped in at 
the Sterling office one day and was well 
rewarded by a very pleasant visit with 
these charming girls. Left to right they 
are Barbara Ann Benson, chief operator, 
and Beverly Waymire. Sterling was con- 
verted to dial on December 2 as related 
above. 


New Suggestions Roll In 


Otto Buck 
Hastings 


Wilma Grupe 
Lincoln 


EVEN more winners in the Em- 
ployees Suggestion Plan have 
pecketed awards in compensation 
for their good ideas. They are H. 
W. Tubbs and Otto Buck of Has- 
tings; D. R. Culbertson of York; 
Laura Douty of Seward, and R. S. 
Culver, Dorothy Lefler and Wilma 
Grupe of Lincoln. We are sorry 
that a picture of Mr. Tubbs was 
not obtainable in time for this pub- 
lication. 
The suggestions, as usual, covered 
a variety of subjects. In the order 
of the names listed the ideas were: 
a plan for the concealment of in- 
side wiring; a plastic container for 
pole classifications, wire sag, etc.; 
new instructions for taping strands 
of plastic drop wire; a more acces- 
sible reference to ten party business 
rates in tariff books; the standard- 
ization of black receiver cords; im- 
proved sanitation in rest rooms and 


REIN MeN 


D. R. Culbertson 
York Seward 


R. S. Culver 
Lincoln 


Dorothy Lefler 
Lincoln 


the publication of menus and prices 
in the Lincoln cafeteria. 


those brain 
cells of yours some mental calis- 
thenics? Forms for submitting your 
ideas to the Suggestion Committee 
may be obtained from your super- 


How’s about givin 


JQ 


visor and you may be sure that your 
suggestions will be most welcome 
and will receive careful considera- 


tion 


Va WeaAas 


York Operators Are Praised 

HAT the “Voice with the Smile” 

is appreciated by our customers 

was demonstrated in a highly com- 

plimentary letter written by John 

L. Riddell, prominent York attorney, 

to L. W. Cleveland, York area man- 

ager, last month. Mr. Riddell voiced 
his appreciation as follows: 


“At 3:20 P. M. on December 16, 
you had an operator on duty whose 
voice is worth more than a full page 
advertisement in good will for your 
Company. I have no idea who she 
is, but she always is most courteous 
and her voice is exceptionally pleas- 
ant. I think your girls do a good 
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job under hard circumstances and I 
want to commend them.” 

Needless to say, Mr. Riddell’s let- 
ter was received with great apprecia- 
tion. His expression again demon- 
strates the importance of those all 
important “little things” that mean 
so much in the furnishing of good 
and pleasing service. Things like be- 
ing courteous, pleasant and going a 
little out of our way to be consid: 
erate. 

We congratulate the York oper- 
ators for their good work and par 
ticularly that fortunate young lady 
whose voice strikes such a pleasant 
chord with those she serves. 


A report to L. T. and T. employees 


Some Fighlights of 1947 
And A Glimpse At 1948 


S WE enter another new year the 
time is appropriate to present 

for the information of employees 
some of the highlights of the Com- 
pany'’s operations for the past year 
and a glimpse at the program for 
1948. As we all well know, 1947 was 
a busy and eventful period and the 
new year presents no less a challenge. 


Service Demands 
and 
Station Development 


Service demands, both for local 
and long distance service, have re- 
mained at a high level and our 
foremost endeavors have been di- 
rected toward meeting these require- 
ments. Notable progress has been 
made in spite of a number of retard- 
ing factors. Principal among these 
were the continued difficulty of ob- 
taining sufficient equipment and 
material, and the December sleet 
storm. 


A record volume of 2.921.000 long 
distance calls (not including con- 
necting company calls) were handled 
during the past twelve months which 
Was over 232,000 more than in 
1946. Although fifty long distance 
circuits were added during the past 
year it was not possible to handle 
all calls without delay. Service was 
materially improved over the prev- 
ious year, however. During 1948 we 
propose to place 100 additional cir- 
cuits 1n operation. 

At the end of the year we were 
serving 90,416 telephones, an all- 
time peak, of which 16.659 were 
rural. The net station gain for che 
year was 6,005. Waiting lists from 
January 1 to December 1 increased. 
however, in spite of this station gain. 
On January 1, 1947, we were holding 
854 orders for telephone service. 
This figure increased to 1,386 on 
November 1, 1947, and on Decem- 


ber 1 it stood at 1,215. New equip- 
ment installations, however, dropped 
the figure to 779 at the end of the 
year. We are happy to report that 
the situation of supply is improving. 
We are hopeful of obtaining greater 
quantities of equipment and materials 
during 1948. 


The results of our efforts toward 
rural development are indicated by 
the fact that nearly 5,400 more 
farmers in the territory we serve 
have telephone service now than in 
1940. A gain of 1,383 rural stations 
was experienced during 1947, 


Dial Conversions 

Eleven exchanges were converted 
to dial operation in 1947 which tops 
the previous record year of 1941, 
when nine were converted. The 
new dial exchanges are Johnson, 
Jansen, Otoe, Burchard, Steinauer, 
Louisville, DeWitt, Plymouth, Platts- 
mouth, Huskerville and Sterling. The 
sleet storm disrupted plans for three 
other conversions which had been 
scheduled for December. These were 
the exchanges of Cook, Burr and 
Table Rock. Equipment shortages 
caused a postponement until 1948 
of other conversions. 
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The Company now operates more 
dial than manual telephones, the 
Plattsmouth cutover in October 
swinging the balance in favor of the 
dial. At the end of 1947, forty-five 
of the Company’s 121 exchanges 
were dial operated. Three exchanges 
were added during the year. These 
were Otoe and Huskerville where 
exchanges were established and Una- 
dilla, which was acquired by pur- 
chase. 


During 1948 it is proposed to con- 
vert 24 exchanges to dial operation. 
Principal among these are Tecum- 
sch, Milford and Nelson. The dial 
conversion of Hastings also will be 
started with the construction of a 
new building and the extension of 
cable and line facilities. The gross 
expenditure at Hastings will approxi 
mate one million dollars. The total 
investment there when the project 
is completed will be nearly doubled. 


The Company has been approach- 
ed by groups representing various 
communities that it serves which are 
interested in obtaining dial service. 
These groups have inquired as to 
when their communities may expect 
to receive this service and under 
what policy the dial conversion pro- 
gram is scheduled. Possibly you will 
be confronted with similar inquiries 
and it is thought, therefore, that 
an explanation here would be appro- 
priate. 


Heretofore, most conversions have 
been made in smaller communities. 
The principal reason for this is that 
dial switching units for such in- 
stallations are produced on a mass 
production basis and do not require 
special design and engineering. They 
are, therefore, more readily obtain- 
able. Dial service also removes cer- 
tain problems of operation which 
are peculiar to smaller exchanges. 


Dial conversions at the larger ex- 
changes of Plattsmouth, Tecumseh 
and Hastings were placed in the 
current program for definite and 
practical reasons. At Plattsmouth 
the telephone system had become 
inadequate because of population in- 
creases and the building was badly 
overcrowded. The same situation ap- 
plies at Hastings to an even greater 
degree. At Tecumseh the need for 
a new building was acute. The lo- 
cation of the switchboard on the 
second floor of a frame structure 
constituted a serious fire hazard and 


“the business office was unsuitably 


located in another building. Addi- 
tional operational facilities also were 
needed to meet service demands. 


It is, of course, necessary to base 
the program of expansion and im- 
provement, of which dial conver- 
sions are an important part, on the 
practical considerations of opera- 
tional requirements, time, invest- 
ment, and the availability of equip- 
ment and manpower. The general 
plan is to provide dial service at all 
exchanges as soon as possible. How- 
ever, it will be several years be- 
fore this can be accomplished. 


Revenues, Expenses 
and Investments 


Although revenues during 1947 
reached record levels, expenses jin- 
creased to a proportionately greater 
degree. Rates which we have been 
charging for our services have been 
insufficient to compensate for the 
rise in the cost of materials and 
labor and to provide an adequate 
return on investment. 


On November 18, 1947, the Ne- 
braska State Railway Commission 
approved the Company's application 
for rate increases in local service 
which became effective on respective 
billing dates beginning December 20. 
The order also provided for changes 
in intrastate toll rates, the eclimina- 
tion of the discount and established 
a uniform practice with respect to 
the furnishing of extended exchange 
service. The details of the order 
were discussed in the December is- 
sue of the “News.” 


During 1947 the Company en- 
tered upon a five year program dur- 
ing which it is proposed that 
$5,000,000 will be spent in additions 
to and improvements in operating fa- 
cilities in order to meet the public's 
requirements for good telephone 
service. The budget for 1948 calls 
for gross additions amounting to 
$3,481,053. This has been allocated as 
follows: $1,031,478 to central office 
equipment for local and long dis- 
tance service; $921,427 for new iele- 
phone station equipment; $1,132,580 
for rebuilding and extending lines 
for local and long distance service 
and $395,568 for land, buildings and 
other improvements. A substantial 
part of this budget has been set 
aside. for improvement of rural 
service which will include the re- 
grouping of lines in order to lessen 
the number of subscribers served 
per line, selective ringing, providing 
modern telephone instruments and 
conversion to dial service. 


On December 27, 1947, the Com- 
pany sold to two institutional in- 
vestors an additional $1,000,000 of 
its First Mortgage 27°/4% bonds due 
January 1, 1976. The sale of these 


Eiehlights 


HELD ORDERS 


January 1, 1947................ puapicavensicias 854 
November 1, 1947..000.000000000000.... 1,386 
December 31, 1947.0... sie NLD 


TOTAL STATIONS 


January 1, 1947. Siscemiediceae rae s 
December 31, 1947........................90,416 
Net station gain...................... 6,005 
Dial Conversions 1947......00...0.0......... 11 
Proposed Conversions 1948.............. 24 
Exchanges Added During 1947...... 3 
Total Dial Exchanges 1-1-48............ 45 
Total Exchanges 1-1-48...................... 121 


OUTWARD TOLL MESSAGES 


During 1946 _.. _ 2,685,477 
During 1947 _.* 2,921,000 
Toll circuits added in 1947............... 50 
Toll circuits proposed 1948...... 100 


ADDITIONAL CAPITAL } 
$1,000,000 in First Mortgage Bonds 


RADIOTELEPHONE SUBSCRIBERS 
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“11 months actual, 1 month esti- 
mated. 


ry gy te et Be 


~-a6f 11 }e-- 


bonds will provide the capital to 
finance the expenditure already in- 
curred in the Company’s program 
of expansion of facilities to provide 
needed service. As the program de- 
velops, additional capital funds must 
be provided to take care of future 
needs. 


Radio-Telephone Service 


xtensive experiments in mobile 
radio-telephone service have been 
continued during 1947. The accept- 
ance of this service by the public 
and its proven usefulness have dem- 
onstrated its practicability as a me- 
dium of telephone communication. 
The Company is now supplying com- 
mercial service to five radio-tele- 
phone subscribers at Lincoln where 
ten mobile units are in operation and 
the service is being considered by a 
number of others. We are operating 
two radio transmitters and two radio 
receivers at Lincoln which permit us 
to supply both urban (intra-city) 
and highway (inter-city) mobile ra- 
dio-telephone service. The urban 
equipment was placed in operation 
during 1947 on an experimental ba- 
sis. In collaboration with the North- 
western Bell Company at Omaha it 
is proposed eventually to extend mo- 
bile service across the state by means 
of additional transmitters and re- 
ceivers located at other cities and 
on principal highways. 


The Future 

We are hopeful that the demand 
for local service and the favorable 
volume of long distance traffic will 
continue. A falling off of the service 
demand would result in a reduction 
in revenues which would constitute 
a serious problem, particularly with 
operating costs remaining at their 
present high level. With faith in the 
future of Nebraska, the Company 
will continue its policy of expanding 
and improving operating facilities as 
rapidly as possible in order to meet 
service requirements. The success of 
this program will, as always, be de- 
pendent upon the good will of the 
public we serve, the integrity of our 
securities 1n order that the necessary 
funds may be obtained from in- 
vestors, and the knowledge, skill and 
continued co-operation of employees. 
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The folks at Plattsmouth had their usual enjoyable morning 
family get-together before Christmas. The party was 
held December 22 in the main dining room of the 


Plattsmouth Hotel. 


=" 7 ; Pri i hich featured the Inside Service 
a great success. The “News” photographer managed to fo, his picture with one eye closed at the unholy hour rize winners were plentiful at the bingo game whi 
of 7:15 A.M. 


Department's Christmas gathering. Santa Claus made his appearance with gifts 
for everyone after which the group enjoyed a delicious supper. 

Appearances are deceiving. Gertrude King is not 

explaining the why’s and wherefore’s of rising in- 

flection, but is entertaining the Lincoln Traffic group 


if with a selection of Christmas readings. 


We didn’t like that “new look” before but now we're more firmly convinced 

that it can’t last. These models show the results of the hat decorating contest 

held at the Accounting-Engineering party at which the second floor folks also 4 . $ 4 = ) y SP. \ @ Mrs. Mae Regler was nominated as Santa Claus at the Inside 

were invited. General deli John eat be ga aes right, = Ei : i aa 7. = | ey! ) bo Service party at Lincoln and did a fine job of dispensing the 

although winning the prize, contributed practically nothing toward the progress eg ier . caxenic.. Chet Haro reccives his ait oe Art Smek. Bile 

of fachion in ladies’ head gear. George Mann conceived the creation. President ea ~ eee ds, assisted by Catherine Cooley, calls out the numbers at the Hasler. LC. aes tee RL Clintons Noris Vitae: in 
Lincoln Traffic bingo 9ame- Earl Rosker look on. 


Harlan Gillespie sent us this picture of the girls in the Beatrice Traffic Department The highlight of the Lincoln get niente Na ns abit of ae pene Ki. Ween 4 abuee lille bee arouid she Vuldhde seacon because 
as they gathered around the traditional tree at their annual Christmas party. Santa Claus’ assistant at the Lincoln Traffic party was Phyllis Pawloski who 's who enthralled ine err e oan ae ese Ce 7 adi ee es the Santa Claus assignment usually falls on his well rounded 
All reports reaching us indicate that everyone enjoyed a wonderful evening. shown with a double handful of gifts as the recipients wait expectantly. Santa ee eB ity Hinmann w me oe cra sie shoulders. Possibly the fact that little padding is required has 
A feature of this year’s gathering was an old fashioned sleigh ride after which himself closely resembled Rod Andrews and managed to just catch the edge of Johnsen and Hines: Borie - i; e tose pat — Been cp Are se cee er something to do with it. Santa is shown here at the Accounting- 
everyone returned for the exchange of gifts and a tasty luncheon. the camera’s lens with his whiskers. the dubious distinction of extolling their talents. 
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How To Run 


A Public Utility 


eee following paragraphs ap- 

peared in a recent issue of the 
Pipe Line Post, a publication of the 
Public Service Commission of Hali- 
fax, Canada: 


We are running a public utility. A 
public utility, as the name implies, 
is an organization which renders 
services to individual citizens making 
up the community which that utility 
serves. It is therefore our job to see 
that service is so rendered that the 
individual consumer is adequately 
supplied at all times with the mini- 
mum of inconvenience. The motto 
of the Public Service Commission— 
“Courtesy and Efficiency”’—exem- 
plifies that service, and if carried out 
as it must be in a spirit of co-opera- 
tion and good will, satisfied cus- 
tomers, with additional satisfaction to 
ourselves, will result. 


In the running of any public util- 
ity there is always the question of 
money. Money is only received 
through rates, and it is our job to 
see that the system is so efficiently 
managed and operated that the maxt- 
mum of service can be given for the 
minimum of revenue. The only way 
that this result can be achieved js 
working together as one team. each 
with his own part to do, but fitting 
that part into all other parts, so that 
a smooth working team is the result. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


THe following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mu- 
tual Benefit Association during the 
month of December, 1947. 


Primary members: Lois Harriss, 
Beatrice Traffic, $50.35; Helen M. 
Pickard, Accounting, $50.00; Hazel 
Johnson, Osceola Traffic, $177.50; 
Clara B. Auker, Auburn Traffic, 
$40.00; Anna K. Menninga, Beatrice 
Traffic, $177.00; Arvilla McMahan, 
Lincoln Traffic, $51.85; H. F. Smith, 
Supply Department, $122.50. 


Dependents: Mrs. G. E. Miller, 
Lincoln, $121.88; Mrs. H. W. Arma- 


gost, David City, $52.50; Susan K. 
Backstrom, Lincoln, $13.13; Mrs. Ja- 
cob Schneider, Lincoln, $9.44; 
Yvonne Gillespie, Beatrice, $6.00; 
John D. Caley, Fairbury, $39.00. 


Illustrating that telephone facilities 
and services are continually chang- 
ing is the fact that since the in- 
vention of the telephone in 1875 
there has been an average of 260 
telephone inventions per year. That's 
a total of about 18,000 new devices 
in the three score and twelve years 
of telephone developmnt. 


New Suit For Santa 


Even Santa came in for 
his share of the “new 
look” this season, and 
blossomed out at the vari- 
ous Lincoln employee 
Christmas festivities in a 
brand new suit and wig 


and beard. 


This all came to pass be- 
cause Marie Vidlock, of 
the Accounting Depart- 
ment remembered that the 
Old Fellow looked pretty 
seedy last year. His beard 
had become a bit scrubby 
and large bald patches 
had appeared in his wig. 
The hand of time hadn't 
dealt kindly with his suit 
and moths had put in a 
lick here and there. Marie 
suggested that he needed 
anew outfit and there was 


A. B. Smith, L. T. and T.’s perennial Santa, finds 


NO argument on that score. his new suit much to his liking as Marie Vidlock 
ponders a bit skeptically as to whether the belt 


A search of the town will be long enough to go around. 
uncovered the fact that there were no suits available, and none could 
be ordered which would be delivered in time for the Christmas 
season. Marie then confessed a hidden talent, and volunteered to 
make a suit and her kind offer was immediately accepted by G. O. 
Seaton, Personnel director, under whose jurisdiction Old Santa per- 


forms in Company circles. 


With the materials procured and Arthur Smith serving as model, 
Miss Vidlock went to work and Santa was rebuilt from the ground 
up. It took a bit more material than estimated because Art’s chest is 
bigger than it appears at casual glance even though it has moved 
downward considerably since his ball-playing days. The finished 
product, however, was a work of art and Marie deserves a round of 
applause for the transformation wrought in Santa’s appearance. 
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Recipe of the Month 
“4 GOOD chewy cookie for any 
occasion,” are the words Hotilda 
Eurich, cashier at Friend, uses to de- 
scribe the recipe 
which she _ so 
kindly offered to 
share with our 
readers this 
month. A’ recipe 
that fits in any- 
place is, in our 
opinion, always a 
very valuable ad- 
dition to any col- 
lection. 


GUMDROP COOKIES 


cup Brown sugar 
cup White sugar 
cup Shortening (scant) 
eggs 
cups Flour 
teaspoon Soda 
teaspoon Baking Powder 
cup Gumdrops (cut in small 
Pieces) 
2 cups Oatmeal 
Mix well, roll in balls and flatten to 


bake. 


Hotilda Eurich 
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Tecumseh Business Office 
Moves To New Building 

ELEPHONE patrons at Tecum- 

seh began their business trans- 
actions with the Company in the 
new building on December 29: when 
the Business Office was transferred 
to its new permanent location. The 
office formerly was located in the 
Hopkins Hotel building. 


The cutover to dial operation at 
Tecumseh has been delayed due to 
an inability to obtain necessary 
equipment. It is expected that the 
conversion will be completed during 
the first part of this year. Following 
the conversion the building will be- 
come fully occupied as all depart- 
ments center their operations there. 


JouRNEY's END 


MR. CHARLES HUTCHISON, 
father of Lester C. Hutchison of 
the Lincoln Service Department, 
passed away at his home in Ran- 
dall, Kansas, December 16. Fu- 
neral services were held in Ran- 
dall on December 19. 


Promotions, Transfers 


Accounting 


Esther M. Gushard, machine operator to 
advanced clerical, Lincoln. 


Commercial 
Florence Steffens, clerk to cashier, Au- 
burn. : 
Laurietta Fuehrer, A&L operator, Traf- 
fic, to clerk, Sutton. 


Plant 
Alfred E. Linden, shopman to painter, 
Supply. 
Traffic 


Leona Anderson, A operator to A&L 
operator, Wahoo. 


Lois A. Barta, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Nebraska City. 


L’Nett J. Bell, NA&L operator to A&L 


operator, Beaver Crossing. 


Barbara Benson, chief operator, Sterling, 
to L operator, Lincoln. 


Doris M. Bramble, A operator to A€&’L 
operator, Hastings. 

Frances Curley, A operator to A@L oper: 
ator, Hastings. 

Elaine Gruber, A&L operator to NA&L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Irene Hampp, A&L operator to NA&L 
operator, Beaver Crossing. 

Margaret M. Holka, NA&L operator to 
assistant chief operator, Wahoo. 

Barbara L. Holmberg, A operator to A&L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Irene Knippel, A&L operator to desk 
operator, Hastings. 


Title Changes 


Margaret Holka 
Cashier Ass’t. Chief Opr. 
Auburn Wahoo 


Florence Steffens 


Edna Komma, NA@L operator to AL 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Marjorie Lampe, A operator to A&L 
operator, Auburn. 

Helen A. Ousey, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Geraldine Paulson, desk operator to A&’L 
supervisor, Hastings. 

Lola Shuler, A operator to A&@L operator, 
Hastings. 

Deloris Stengel, A&*L operator to desk 
operator, Hastings. 

Dorothy Summers, A operator to A&L 
operator, Beatrice. 

Mary Webber, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Superior. 

Nell C. Williams, A operator to A&L 
operator, Superior. 


Volley Ball Gals 


Mow ‘Em Down 


EASON’S play in the Lincoln 
Girl’s Volleyball League began 
on Monday evening, January 5, and 
a report of the first night's play 
reaches the editor's desk just as we 
go to press. In a double-header 
against the girls from the Veteran's 
Administration, if the figures before 
us are correct, the Telephone Girls 
placed both games in the victory 
column by the astonishing scores of 
34 to 4 and 19 to 5. Granting that 
there might be such a thing as a 
“flash in the pan,” the evidence 
seems to point to the conclusion that 
Manager Brady is out after the tro- 
phy this season, and his team is going 
to be mighty hard to beat. 
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Lincoln Business Office 
To Be Remodeled 


ORK was begun early this month 
on the project of remodeling 
the Lincoln business office. The plan 
provides for division of the quarters 
to sectionalize floor space usage. The 
south portion will house the sales 
and credit groups and it is proposed 
to install a new three position cash- 
ier's counter, credit desk and desk 
type sales counter. The north por: 
tion will provide new offices for the 
area and district commercial man- 
agers, new directory and coin count: 
ing rooms and improved space for 
stenographic and clerical personnel. 
Provision is also made for new floor 
covering, installation of celotex ceil- 
ing and new lighting equipment, 
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T. C. Cone Agnes Gustafson 
Seward Osceola 
Z5 Years Zz5 Years 


Forty-Two Years 
H. B. Gore, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
Anna Aden, Wilber. 


Thirty-Three Years 
H. H. Wheeler, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 


Clyde Burge, Beatrice: Charlotta West- 
Jey, Shelby. 
Thirty Years 
D. C. Travis, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
T. C. Cone, Seward: Agnes Gustafson, 
Osceola; Goldie Thompson, Tecumseh. 
Twenty-Four Years 
J. H. Agee, P. R. Winscot, Lincoln: 
Edith Schleiger, Sutton. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Aletha Davison, W. A. Rosenthal. Lin- 
coln. | 
Twenty-Two Years 
A. R. Fritz, A. B. Waters, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 


G. D. Brock, Wilber: L. C Hutchison, 
Hattie Staley, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
Lillian Baker, Lincoln- 
Weeping Water: 


Spady, Hastings. 


Iva Clary, 


A 
Ardena Pearson, John 


Nineteen Years 


M. W. Franklin, F, W. Morris, Kath- 
rym Fortache, Ro Tb. Recs Lincoln: Boo] 


Schemmerhorn, Fairby ry 


Eighteen Years 
J. S. Reed, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 


J. E. Ellis, B. I. Noble, Jacob Schneider, 


Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 


Mary Bornemeier, Tecumseh. 


Goldie Thompson Lillian Baker 
Tecumseh Lincoln 


25 Years 20 Years 


Grace Hewit 
Hastings Dunbar 
20 Years 10 Years 


Ardena Pearson 


Thirteen Years 


L. M. Miller, Wilber. 


Ten Years 
Grace Hewit, Dunbar. 


Eight Years 


Mildred Brobst, Benedict; Irene Combs, 
Lincoln; Mandane Reid, Fairbury. 


Six Years 
E. W. Burchess, Lincoln. 
Five Years 


Oakel Butler, Auburn; L. E. Lyons, 
F. E. Smith, Lincoln; Annabelle Stocker, 
Fairbury. 


Bettenhausen Talks to 


Daughter in Tokyo 
\ R. AND MRS. Fred Betten- 
- hausen opened their Christmas 
season in a most pleasant way on 
December 17, by receiving a call 
from their daughter, Maxine, in 
Tokyo, Japan. The call was made by 
appointment, notice being given a 
week in advance of the day and hour 
they should expect to receive it. A 
most unusual feature of the call was 
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Iva Clary John Spady 
Weeping Water Hastings 
20 Years 20 Years 


that is was made in Tokyo at 10:30 
in the morning of the 18th, and in 
Lincoln at 7:30 in the evening of the 
17th. Actually, only nine hours 
separate the two time zones, but the 
International date line lies between 
them, thus inserting another full day 
into the calculation. (If this isn’t 
clear the reader is urged to consult 
a mathematician, but not Mr. Betten- 
hausen of the treasurer’s office nor 


any member of the NEWS staff.) 


Fred reports that the reception was 
perfect, without the least noticeable 
interference or fading and although 
7,000 miles, more or less, lie between 
the two telephones he compared re- 
ception favorably with that of a 
city connection. 

Maxine will be remembered as a 
former Lincoln Traffic Department 
employee who sailed some months 
ago for Tokyo to rejoin her husband, 
Capt. Glenn Trump, who is con- 
nected with the Public Information 
Office of General Headquarters. 
Their apartment is within a few steps 
of the place where history is cur- 
rently being made in the trial of 
former Premier Tojo before the War 
Crimes Tribunal. She _ especially 
asked her parents to extend her 
greetings to her many telephone 
friends. 


Teacher—What is is that binds us 
together, sustains us and makes us 
better than nature intended? 


Tommy—Girdles. 


Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
Ashland 


Mrs. Laura Blackman, Correspondent 

All the employees at Ashland enjoyed 
a delicious turkey dinner on December 
19 at the Silver Cafe in Ashland. A very 
unique centerpiece of a telephone pole 
with the wires extended to the place 
cards adorned the table. Fourteen em- 
ployees, representing all departments, at- 
tended. This was made possible by two 
former operators, Mrs. Lemon and Mrs. 
Bryant, who were kind enough to take 
over the switchboard so that all the oper- 
ators could go. After the dinner, we all 
went to the home of Violet Mollek where 
an exchange of gifts was held and games 
were played. All in all it was a most 
enjoyable evening, and one which will 


not be forgotten. ... We all appreciate 
the many gifts which our subscribers sent 
to us for Christmas. ... We wish to wel- 


come Mrs. Lillian Proctor to our force. 
She is a student operator at present. 


Beaver Crossing 

Mrs. Velma Miller is on vacation, stay- 
ing home and resting up.... The office 
force held their Christmas party and 
exchange of gifts on December 23. We 
all had a very good time. 

David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Up until December 24th, there will be 
the best little boys and girls around 
here and after that, everyone can be 
their same old selves. Santa will be here 
and gone by then, so there is no reason 
to be extra good until another year rolls 
around. . .. The men employees were 
entertained at a 7 o'clock duck dinner 
Saturday night at the Rose Room. The 
dinner was given in appreciation of the 
work done by the men in helping dur- 
ing the recent sleet storm ... The 
girls had their party Tuesday evening 
at the Rose Room. There were twenty 
girls present, all coming out with the 
“new look” which really was some- 
thing. The table was prettily decorated 
with Christmas decorations and the tree 
was a glitter of lights and trimmings. 
After a turkey dinner, Santa appeared 
and distributed gifts to all the girls. 
Miss Irene Swan, Chief Operator, and 


Merna Stewart, Assistant Chief Opera- 
tor, were presented with gifts from the 
girls. Some went directly home while 
others didn’t and we are still wondering 
if they ever did?? . Vacations are 
about over for the year. Vivian Dee 
spent her two weeks at home, except 
for a few trips to town. Evelyn Sou- 
kup of the Traffic Department is en- 
joying her two weeks, Christmas shop- 
ping .. . The trains have been kept 
busy with the girls doing their shop- 
ping. Betty Okrina, Lena Conrad and 
Merna Stewart were Lincoln shoppers 
last week. . Leola Hein and Emily 
Hanus are in Omaha picking up _ last 
minute gifts ... Miss Selzer has been 
home due to serious illness of her 
father who, at the present time, is im- 
proved somewhat Margaret Ann 


Rech spent a day in Omaha... Miss 
Seymour and Miss Grupe visited our of- 
fice two days last week .. . George 


Ball has been initiated into the Plant 
Department force The other day 
a party asked Miss Swan how she pro- 
nounced the second day of the week 
and she readily replied ‘““Tuesday” while 
the voice came back and said he would 
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pronounce it M-o-n-d-a-y. Some are 
still wondering what the joke is. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


It looks like Nebraska City slipped 
up on their news writing, so it makes 
quite a little news. We had a lovely 
shower for our new brides, Velma Ab- 
ker Stock and Virginia Richards Dun- 
can. Nearly everyone came and we had 
a wonderful time. Mary Tackett and 
Margaret Wademan were on the re- 
freshment committee with Violet Peter- 
son and Jeannie Bray doing the enter- 
taining. Everyone came as hobos. Mary 
Tackett won top honors .. , Mary 
Jenkins is our new night operator. Con- 
gratulations, Mary! New toll operators 
are Barbara Holmberg and Lois Barta. 
Speaking of new operators, Lillian Vance 
has joined our gang of plug pushers. 
Welcome Lillian! Our new toll students 
and new comers keep our teacher, Mary 
Bartyzelle, plenty busy. With our aew 
toll changes we’ve all had our share of 
the class room .. . Visitors these last 
two months were Mrs. Ralph Tucker 
(the former Mildred Cohn) Miss Merlie 
Markuson, Mrs. Hopkins and _ friends 
from Auburn. Mrs. Bernard Gress, for- 
merly Lois Teten, Mr. McKinzie, Miss 
Kennedy and a class of career confer- 
ence students visited our Traffic De- 
partment ... . Birthdays came around 
in November for Mary Ross. and 
Jeannie Vest, in December for Edna 
Komma and Joyce Fritsch .... Marion 
Rokes and Betty Johnson are back after 
their share of illness. Happy to see their 
faces again... Elaine Gruber and 
“Snooks” Smith are our last vacation- 
ers. Happy vacations passed and for- 
gotten by most of us . .. Others on our 
sick list were Mary Ross, Joyce Fritsch, 
Mary Jenkins, Lois Forsythe and 
“Jackie” Boldra Arlene Volkman 


This fine looking boy is Donald Gray, 
16 year old son of Robert Gray, Manager 
at Weeping Water. Donald last month at- 
tained the highest Boy Scout honor when 
he became an Eagle Scout at a ceremony 
ai Weeping Water aitended by Governor 
Val Peterson and cther notables. Donald 
has been active also in 4-H Club and Civic 
work and was Junior Assistant Scout Mas- 
ter of Troop 220. 


Ever meet the Boss? If not here’s your opportunity. The pic- 
ture was taken at a meeting of the “Monday Morning Quarter- 


backs” as the group facetiously calls itself. 
is the executive meeting of depariment heads and other officials 
which is held weekly in the office of the Vice-President and Gen- 
eral Manager. Left to right, Thomas C. Woods, president; John 


left us to be married in California. Con- 
gratulations Arlene and Good Luck and 
all that stuff! . . Joyce Fritsch has 
been busy having her tonsils out. Hope 
to see her shining face back soon 

Speaking of removals, Mrs. Waters has 
moved from her lovely apartment and 
our new Mrs. Velma Stock has taken 
over. Also Mr. and Mrs. George Placek 
have moved to their new location. Miss 
Bader, Velma Stock, Maxine Meyer and 
Betty Balfour had a sight seeing tour 
through the new house. Nice big house 


too . . . Kathryn Owens’ has_ been 
pretty happy. Her brother form Min- 
nesota has been visiting home... Mir- 


iam Rakes received news of her broth- 
er’s sudden death. Miriam and members 
of the family drove to Denver, Colo- 
rado, for the funeral. We wish to express 
our deepest sympathy ... Barbara Holm- 
berg is all smiles. A new diamond flashes! 
News has reached our ears that 
Betty Griffen was married December 18 
at the Lutheran Parsonage to Marvin 
“Bud” Eaton of Union. They will make 
their home in Nebraska City . . . Miss 
Bader recently was in Lincoln attending 
a meeting and Christmas shopping . 
Speaking of Christmas, we had our 
Christmas party Wednesday, December 
17. Twenty-two of our gang showed 
their faces. Everyone had a merry time 
... The refreshments served by “Dottie” 
Waters and Edna Komma were de- 
licious. Mrs. Placek and Miss Bader 
were in charge of the entertainment. 
Music was furnished by Maxine Meyer 
and her radio combination. Gifts were 
exchanged by the drawing of names. . 
Mr. C. L. Walker is our wire chief while 
Ralph Conners is vacationing. George 
Placek, Gregory Dunn and Raymond 


Actually of course it 


Kinnison have been repairing troubled 
areas near David City and ‘Tecumseh, 
while our own local combinationmen 
have been up to their ears in their own 
line trouble . .. Omaha shoppers were 
Mrs. Petring, Mrs. Ramold and Lois 
Barta, while Mrs. Stack, Mrs. Placek 
and Ardel Freudenberg chose Lincoln 
to spend their money .. . That’s all for 
this time so _ here’s hoping everyone 
had a Merry Christmas end a Happy 
New Year. 


Platismouth 


Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


All departments of the Plattsmouth 
Exchange enjoyed a Christmas dinner on 
Dec. 22 at the Hotel Plattsmouth. An 
exchange of gifts was held with Bob 
Humiston playing Santa Claus ... The 
evening was spent singing songs and 
visiting and a swell time was had by all 

Mrs. Agnes Uhlich spent a recent 
vacation resting at home, as did Georgia 
Tartsch, your correspondent. Congratu- 
lations are in order for Vada Brothers 
of the Traffic Department. She was 
married on December 21 to Paul Bark- 
er. Vada left our employ to spend her 
time being a housewife. 


Seward 


Helen Gre'‘nauer, Correspondent 


With the thought of Christmas now 
gone, it is time to write some news for 
the guys and gals of the telephone clan 

. Cupid finally shot his arrow again 
amongst the gals of the Traffic De- 
partment with Eileen Bartels appearing 
with a sparkler from her one and only. 
Congratulations, Eileen ... Laura Douty 
of the Commercial Department is spend- 
ing her Christmas with her sister and 
family in Colorado Springs. Berniece 
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H. Agee, vice-president and general manager; F. E. Behm, general 
plant superintendent; I. J. Devoe, general auditor; C. C. Donley, 
general traffic superintendent; H. H. Wheeler, Jr., chief engineer; 
Merle M. Hale, general commercial superintendent; H. W. Potter, 
secretary and treasurer; Guy O. Seaton, personnel director and 
B. I. Noble, assistant vice-president and general manager. 


Mueller saw the play given by the Uni- 
versity Players in Lincoln recently, “The 


Man Who Came to Dinner.” ... Thad 
Cone and his wife spent Christmas in 
Auburn with his wife’s folks . .. The 


Telephone Employees celebrated their 
annual Christmas party at the telephone 
office on December 19 at 7:30 p. m., 
with a big turkey dinner and all the 
trimmings. The committee in charge 
was Helen Greiner, Martha Merz, Thad 
Cone and Art Balderson. Credit should 
also be given to Eva Kapke who roasted 
the turkey for us. After being stuffed 
to the gills, Art Keckler of the Eastern 
District Office showed some movies 
which were enjoyed immensely by all. 
Later in the evening a gift exchange 
was held, followed with pie and ice 
cream. Everyone left feeling gay after 
having such a wonderful time . . . Any- 
one having a safe diet is asked to send 
it to Thad Cone. We think he needs it. 
It so happened the other day he was 
nonchalantly leaning back on his chair 
when his feet went up in the air, the 
chair started suddenly rolling, and 
down went Cone on his imagination. 
Was he astonished. He turned around 
hastily to see what damage he had done. 
Nothing serious, except the chair looked 
like a cyclone had struck it. 


Utica 


The office had a party trimming their 
Christmas tree and had a lunch later 
in the evening ... We had a few Lin- 
coln visitors recently. Mr. McKinzie and 
Art Keckler from Lincoln . .. Several 
of the girls went shopping in Lincoln 
recently. We are glad to welcome a new 
relief operator who will take over her 
duties around the first week of Janu- 


ary, Mrs. Opal Neujohr. She was for- 
merly employed at Seward ... We were 
all very thankful for all of the nice 
candy we received as Christmas pres- 
ents from our subscribers. 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

The last of vacationers in our office 
were Betty Jane Styskal of the traffic 
department who left just before Christ- 
mas for New York and we suppose is 
enjoying their snowfall which we luckily 
missed, and Mae Meduna of the Com- 
mercial Department who enjoyed her 
last week at home, busy with the usual 
Christmas rush and shopping. ... The 
Traffic Department was well remem- 
bered again by the business men of Wa- 
hoo at Christmas time, having received 
a box of delicious apples, five pounds 
of nuts and over forty pounds of candy. 
_.. Smiles, Smiles and miles of Smiles. 
Why? Vivian Croshaw of the Traffic 
Department can answer for the reason, 
which is, of course, a sparkler on a cer- 
tain finger. We understand Vivian will 
make her new home on a farm in Swede- 
burg, sometime in the near future, but 
no definite date. She extends an invita- 
tion to all her friends to call on her as 
she plans on raising just lots of “Spring 
Chickens” and promised us all we can 


eat. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 
Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


It may not have been a ‘White’ Christ- 
mas, but it certainly was a ‘Merry’ one. 
Festivities of these departments began 
in the form of a Christmas party to 
which fellow-workers located in offices 
on the second floor were bidden. This 
party was held in the basement club 
room which was decorated in colors sug- 
gestive of the holiday season. Hat de- 
signs and creations as executed and 
worn by Carmen Miranda and Hedda 
Hopper were certainly put to shame, 
when, as the high spot of the evening, 
the men were given the opportunity 
to design and model their own hat crea- 
tions. Tom Brenneman would certainly 
have had difficulty in presenting his tra- 
ditional orchid to the wearer of the most 
original hat. Long and loud reports of 
applause bestowed laurels upon George 
Mann, the designer, and his model, J. 
H. Agee, for achieving the impossible 
in hat fashions Your editor and 
B. J. Sievers still contend that ‘we” 
were winners of the contest requiring the 
use of life-savers and toothpicks, but 
the prize was given to Lorraine Vlcek 
end R. H. Spohn. Oh well—it was still a 
swell party and thanks are extended 
to Dorothy Lefler and her committee 
for the tasty lunch that was served; to 
Marie Vidlock and her committee of 
entertainers; and to Gene Schrank and 


his committee for the decorations 

Strolling into this office at 8:58 a. m. 
one morning with a very carefree atti- 
tude was Marcia Becker. She was slightly 
puzzled when noting that everyone was 
already busy working. Finally, curiosity 
getting the best of her, she inquired as 
to “why all the ambitiousness?” In 
pointing at the clock and informing 
others that it was still 2 minutes of 8, 
she suddenly realized that she was an 
hour late for work. She still hasn’t fig- 
ured out how it happened, for she got up 
early enough and had time enough to 
wrap Christmas presents . .. We’ve de- 
cided that changing telephone service 
rates is getting the better of Mr. Gal- 
ley, for only the other day he walked 
out of the cafeteria and down the hall, 
before he noticed he was still carrying 
his cup and saucer ... Bob Ross, de- 
ciding he was missing too much in life, 
purchased a new pair of glasses 

Dewey Nelsen was hoping Santa would 
leave a new car under his Xmas tree, 
but no such luck. You’d better write 
that Xmas letter a little earlier :ext 
year, Dewey In much the same 
spirit as last minute Christmas shoppers, 
we have a few department members 
who are hustling to get the benefit of 
a vacation before the year of 1947 ends. 
These vacationers include Dorothy 
Carlson, Rose Riggs, Helen Pickard, 


Frances Virgil, Helen Gill, Carl Ahl, 
Gene Schrank and T. S. Risser . . . To 
Mr. Devoe goes our wish for a happy 
holiday season which he is spending 
in Pennsylvania. Also, thanks, for the 
delicious candy . Mary Lou Freauf 
says her Christmas was practically per- 
fect, inasmuch as her brother arrived 
home from Korea just in time to par- 
ticipate in the Xmas celebrations... . 
Congratulations are conveyed to Irene 
Siefert who has announced her wedding 
date of January 25th, and to Alto Muel- 
ler who now wears a diamond on the 
third finger of her left hand ... As the 
chimes in the cathedral tower bid the 
year of 1947 farewell and ring in the 
year of 1948, may it re-echo our wishes 
for a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Everyone is in such a dither con- 
cerning the sleet storm that they just 
couldn’t find time to supply us with 
news items so this will be short and 
sweet. At this writing, however, things 
are pretty much under control again... 
New employees include R. Bruning, K. 
Volkner, F. Swartz, J. Ebbens, W. Rath, 
L. Dreibelbis, D. Knudson, D. Hunt, M. 
Chapman, D. Firme and J. Selko. ... Our 
last minute vacationers were Jim Bax- 
ter, Jr., John Turner, Richard Merrill, 


L. A.B. Switches Installed at U. of N. 


An interesting commentary on the installation of the University of 
Nebraska's dial P.B.X. is the fact that the dial central office equipment and 
switchboard are those formerly in use at the Lincoln Air Base. When the base 
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(Above) L. G. “Pep” Saun- 
ders and Ed Terwilleger pre- 
pare the equipment for trans- 
portation. 


(Right) The equipment! is 
placed in storage in the base- 
ment of the ‘’6” office build- 
ing. Left to right, George 
Keith, Ed Dulin, ' § Bedric 
Wanek, Joe Fisher, E. Wedg- 
wood and Ted Nyden. 
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was deactivated following 
the Japanese surrender 
the telephone equipment 
was removed and placed 
in storage at “6” office 
pending its need at the 
University. The accom- 
panying pictures, taken 
in December, 1946 
the dismantling and stor- 
age operations. 
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Earl Brown, Lloyd Murphy, Cliff Artz, 
Francis Nichelson, Tom  Goldenstein, 
Charley Riedel, Don Kapke, Cy Hutch- 
ison and Vaughn Baum. Earl Brown 
made a trip to California—guess the rest 
of the fellows just decided to give Santa 
Claus a lift. . . . Our best wishes for a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year. 


Cafeteria and General 
Traffic 
By Betty Hansen 


Our cafeteria is in full swing again 
after its new face lifting . . . Many 
changes and improvements were made 
during the week of December 1-6. A 
new color scheme, an acoustic silent 
ceiling, and a new painting by Joe 
Hartley, our Company artist, are a few 
of the changes. New drapes will make 
their appearance soon. A_ glass was 
put in to protect the food and a new 
steam table was added. The employees 
in the cafeteria enjoyed a few days va- 
cation while all this was taking place. . 
. Nora Kelly celebrated her fifth anni- 
versary with the Company December 
17. The new modern dishwasher pur- 
chased by the Company can be consid- 
ered her anniversary present ... Marie 
Reinert spent Christmas in Kansas get- 
ting acquainted with her new nephew... 
Mrs. Minnie Stieber has had the title 
of “Auntie” bestowed on her again. . 
Clara Mitchell’s daughter was married 
on December 21... Some of the lucky 
people to spend a vacation this month 
were Rod Andrews and Elsie Ander- 
son. Elsie vacationed in Baltimore for 
three weeks. She also went to Washing- 
ton, D. C., New York City and Chicago 

. . Rod spent a lovely vacation doing 
Christmas shopping ... Betty Hansen 
has been busy entertaining a Marine 
this week .. . Congratulations to Donna 
Brusnahan of the general traffic depart- 
ment who received a beautiful diamond 
for Christmas. 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


The Christmas spirit prevailed in our 
General Commercial Office during the 
last two weeks, due to a sprig of mistle- 
toe which was hung in our archway. 
The men were very cautious not to let 
the girls catch them under it and most 
of them succeeded. For further de- 
tails, see Mr. Jackson ... Willie Ruth 
Hamilton left December 19 for her long 
awaited trip home. She is spending her 
time in Texas and Louisiana and, need- 
less to say, according to her cards, she 
is enjoying herself immensely . . . Other 
members of our Department who spent 
Christmas out of town were Bernice 
Iwohn and Arlene Rollins. Both visited 
their folks; Bernice in Clatonia and Ar- 


lene in Lebanon, Kansas ... Mr. Law- 
son and his family journeyed to Iowa for 
a belated Christmas visit ... We are very 


proud of our bowling team, which at 
this writing, is tied for first place with 
the Collectors and the Accounting De- 
partment. We hope they continue their 
good work in the new year ... Five 
members of our General Commercial 
Department were among the chorus of 
employees who sang Christmas carols 
on the radio and through the building 
and the warehouse during the week be- 
fore Christmas. 


Supply Department 
Ramona Wendland, Associate Editor 


Seems as though the Christmas holi- 
day season is a favorite time for va- 
cations as there are quite a few to re- 
port. Mr. F. M. Strasser, Supervisor 
of Supplies, had a very enjoyable time 
visiting points of interest in Mexico, 
west Texas, California and Arizona. After 
visiting for a short time with relatives 
in California he started back, stopping 
off at the Grand Canyon in Arizona and 
there became snowbound. As soon as 
the roads were again navigable he started 
for home, only to be delayed in Kan- 
sas. Altogether it was an eventful trip 
but Mr. Strasser looked happy to be 


“No, no! Hold it this 
way.” says Norma Son- 
dergard as Doris Sul- 
livan is initiated into 
the mysteries of pocket 
billiard technique. Art 
Lamberson looks pa- 
tienily on, probably 
ruminating that it’s 
just another case of the 
“Blind leading the 
Blind.” The _ picture 
was taken at the Lin- 
coln Inside Service 
Christmas party. 


back and we were very glad to see 
him .. . “Rollie” Winders, a Supply 
Department employee, is now on vaca- 
tion and “yours truly” starts Monday, 
December 22nd ... In the warehouse, 
Russell Rauch, Warehouse Foreman, is 
completing his vacation, leaving B. F. 
Ferguson to take over. “Russ” didn’t 
hint, but we think he is just staying 
home .. .. Another “stay-at-home” is 
Gene Kalkwarf, and, by the looks of 
things, so is Ray Sherman. Ray had 
originally planned to head for Cali- 
fornia, but his plans were changed at 
the last minute ... A. E. Linden has 
no special plans for his vacation but 
we imagine he is loafing, which, in our 
opinion, is a very nice way to spend a 
vacation... W. K. Eno, Shop Foreman, 
reports that the attractions of Minne- 
sota may pull him away from Lincoln 
but he won’t say for sure. “Kent” is 
a great fishing fan and even the icy 
blasts of winter don’t seem to dint his 
enthusiasm . Eldon Drewel, former 
mail boy, is now working in the ware- 
house and W. C. Baker is the mail de- 
livery boy now... Mr. H. Huddleston, 
General Storekeeper, when questioned 
about looking so gloomy, reports that his 
wife has left for a holiday visit with 
relatives, thus leaving him to fend for 
himself. Mr. “H” hints that he is turn- 
ing down no invitations to dinner and 
anyone wanting a job of cooking is 
welcome. We might note, however, that 
there is no evidence of “waisting’’ away 
from lack of food ... A great howl of 
anguish was heard in the repair shop 
recently when Lowell Johnson reported 
back to work at one o’clock, having 
cashed three employees’ checks in sil- 
ver dollars. He was dragging the load, 
not carrying it, and ’twas thought that 
an armoured car would have to trans- 
port the money from the warehouse. The 
only comment we might make is that 
there are certainly a lot of silver dollars 
in circulation now... Mr. Harry Smith, 
Motor Vehicle Supervisor, is back on 
the job working a few hours each day 
until the time when he will again be 
well enough to be here full time. We 
will be glad to have Harry well again 
... Dale Harp, a Garage employee, was 
on vacation recently but we have no 
report as to what or where it involved. 
Dale is a part-time employee while at- 
tending the university . . . Clyde Whit- 
tington, another Garage employee, is, at 
this writing, on his way to Cleveland, 
Ohio, to pick up our 1946 White truck 
which will have a new special body... 
Several of the Supply Department em- 
ployees are caroling this year and are 
having a fine time ... This item in- 
volves the “Man Bites Dog” news. Bob 
Donaldson, when leaving the building re- 
cently discovered a neighborhood dog 
charging at him with the look of a man- 
eating tiger. The dog bit Bob and it 


i. | 


was rumored that, if Bob could have 
run faster, the dog would have suffered 
a similar wound. Bob seems to have 
a noticeable distrust of dogs since then 
. . . The social event of the year for 
the girls of the Supply and Construc- 
tion Department is the annual Christmas 
luncheon, held this year on December 
18th, at the Colonial Cup. A _ lovely 
lunch was enjoyed by all, after which 
we all returned to the warehouse and 
exchanged gifts. It is the general opinion 
that Christmas should come more often 
during the year so that this “spree” 
might be partaken of more often. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


The holiday months always leave us 
with plenty of newsy bits to chatter 
about. One of the highilghts for this 
month was the most successful Christ- 
mas breakfast the office enjoyed in the 
clubroom on December 24. We strapped 
on our feed bags at 7:30 a. m. pronto to 
settle down to a delicious meal prepared 
by Mrs. Mavis Everett, Mrs. Virginia 
Perry, Mrs. Irene Hamilton, Mrs. Eve- 
lyn Hamilton, Mrs. Verna Alexander, 
and Ella Knobel. After the meal an ex- 
change of gifts provided a most hilarious 
time for all. Vacations were still 
experienced this month by Bill Quinn, 
Claude Helm, K. B. Cary, and A. B. 
Waters. C. Helm spent Christmas in 
Nebraska City while Mr. Waters jour- 
neyed to Fremont. ... Dan Cupid man- 
aged to make an appearance this month 
—not once but twice. Ella Knobel be- 
came engaged to Dean Demoude and 
Shirley Tindal is flickering a sparkler 
on third finger left hand from Max Rol- 
lins. We extend our best wishes to’ you 
girls. . . . A group from the office 
stopped out at the home of Mike Egan 
for a pre-Christmas party and presented 
him with a magazine subscription. ... 
Sickness hit home camp this month send- 
ing Myrna Jensen home to nurse a sore 
throat for a week while L. Schlentz and 
B. Overcash were also absent due to the 
flub bug... . It didn’t take long for the 
remodeling plans to make their appear- 
ance after mentioning the word reward 
in last month’s issue of the News. Yes 
folks, plans are really molding into shape. 
The directory department has moved to 
the second floor while parts of the col- 
lection department transferred to the 
basement to make room for carpenters, 
painters, etc. Now just watch for our 
new opening with new desks, chairs, 
counters, etc. . . - In closing we in local 
commercial join together in wishing all 
a very happy and most prosperous New 


Year! 
Lineoln Service Department 
By Alice Hobson 
Employees of the Inside Service and 


Toll room enjoyed a Christmas party 
Tuesday evening, December 16, 1947. 


Mike Egan, convalescing at home after an illness, enjoys a Christmas visit from a 
group of friends from the Lincoln Business Office. Left to right, back row, Mrs. Egan, 
Verna Alexander, Mike Egan, Bill Morris, Myrtle Hiner, and Waldo J. McDowell; front 
row, Dean Hamilton, Howard Spahnle, C. A. Eggerss and Bill Quinn. 


The evening was spent playing bingo. 
Gifts were exchanged and refreshments 
were served at the close of the evening 
ae We wish to welcome R. Rhodes, 
F. Ohlson and J. W. Staberg to our 
Service Department . . . Don Rutledge 
had the misfortune to fall from a pole, 
injuring his ankle .He is able to be back 


at work again... Mr. L. Neff is spend- 
ing some time in Washington ... Bill 
Hassler finished the year by taking a 
week’s vacation... The Switchmen had a 


party December 12, and from all re- 
ports they must have had a jolly good 
time. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


As we write, the Christmas holiday is 
about over, and its festivities are but 
fond memories, as our department settles 
back to routine again. Foremost in our 
news must be our Christmas party which 
was a huge success and greatly en- 
joyed by all. Unknown talent in our 
midst was discovered in the entertain- 
ment provided at our program by a group 
of three couples who gave superb per- 
formances in dances (by private inter- 
pretation). The “gentlemen” in _ this 
group were Linda Bartels, Elaine Sco- 
vell and Corrine Owen. The ladies— 
Lawanna Graham, Betty Vogelgesang 
and June Johnson. Miss Gertrude King 
favored us with several excellent read- 
ings. Last, but not least, and not to be 
forgotten, was our Barber Shop quar- 
tette, consisting of Roy Mills, Chaunce 
Eggerss, “Ott” Gorman and George Wal- 
roth. Their fine rendition of old and 
new songs thrilled the audience no end. 
They also led us in the singing of 
Christmas carols, after which Santa 
Claus (who somehow resembled Rod 
Andrews), distributed our gifts from the 
Christmas tree. All were then treated to 
a delicious repast in the cafeteria. Wel- 
come visitors were Mr. and Mrs. 
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Thomas Woods, Messrs. Agee, Noble, 
Seaton, Hartley, Walroth, Mills, Gor- 
man, Eggerss and Donley. We wish to 
thank Miss Richards and Mrs. Smith 
the arrangement, social and refreshment 
committees for their excellent work in 
making our Christmas party a wonder- 
ful success . . . Each day, the popular 
question among our girls is, “Who will 
be next?”—for new diamonds are ap- 
pearing rapidly. The happy owners are 
Helen Knott, Elaine Scovell, Anetta 
Griess, “Mickey” Eilers and Leata 
Smelser There were still a few 
who vacationed late this year, including 
Evelyn Vinkenberg, Gladys Bennett, 
Carolyn Becker, Jean Roberts, Delores 
Snodgrass, Eldora Van Fleet, Lillian 
Hubbard, Doris Soland, Leata Smelser, 
Donna Vybiral and Corrine Owen .. 
We extend a welcome to our new girls, 
Barbara Benson transferred in from 
Sterling, Mrs. Eloise Baldwin, Marjorie 
Wulf and Mrs. Helen Draughon 
When Catherine Cooley answered the 
telephone in the lounge, and Barbara 
Blockwitz was the party wanted, she 
gave diligent search in the halls, corri- 
dors and locker room and came back 
to recognize the sleeping beauty on the 
couch by the telephone as Barbara! ... 
Bernice Itzen has returned to work after 
an absence from work occasioned by the 
illness of her mother at Gilead 
Erma Bauers is beaming these days and 
all smiles. She expects the boy friend 
home soon from the Panama Canal Zone 
.. . As we were eating in the cafeteria 
one day recently we were suddenly 
lifted from the realm of sober thought 
prevailing, by the sound of heavenly 
voices. When we recovered sufficiently, 
we realized we were being treated to a 
concert of Christmas songs by the cafe- 
teria girls. Come again, girls! ... Mrs. 
Nichols “sprang from her bed to see 
what was the matter” when she was 
Startled and frightened Christmas day, 
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The Humboldt Business Office and operating room. Left to right, Chief Operator 
Catharine Gillan, Cashier Mariella Williamson (seated), Marv Meister and Emma 
Lee King. Operators at the board are Helen Fergus and Betty Lou Herr. 


when Mable Volpp on kindness bent, 
roused her from a nap in the lounge, 
fearing she would overstay her time 
off ... The echo of song by the Christ- 
mas Carolers remained long after they 
passed through the halls singing the 
songs we love. All departments were 
represented in the group and the music 
rendered was most beautiful ... Mrs. 
Veda Nichols’ son, Richard, has been 
visiting her from Denver, Colorado... 
New appointments include Mrs. Alma 
Reddick, Mrs. Dorothy Bryan, Mrs. 
Bonnie Roberts and Mrs. Inez Ozen- 
baugh with supervisor ratings. New desk 
ratings are Genevieve Griffin, Jean 
Vybiral, Betty Hinman, Darlene Jo- 
hannes, Mrs. Dorothy Bryan, Mrs. La 
Verne Braun and Arlene Zabel. 


Southern District 


Ruth Haga, Associate Editor 
Beatrice 
Ruth Kiesow, Correspondent 

Well, well, Christmas again! We cele- 
brated the occasion with a very nice 
party held December 15th. A sleigh 
ride in the country was enjoyed first 
and later we all met at the office to 
have our pictures taken, exchange of 
gifts and a very delicious lunch pre- 
pared by Miss Watson. Um, Good!... 
Vacations were recently enjoyed by 
Bonnie Funkhauser and Hazel Neuge- 
bauer; both spent most of their time in 
Beatrice, loafing and Christmas shop- 
ping, however, Mrs. Neugebauer did have 
some excitement—being bitten by a dog. 
When asked what she did when it hap- 
pened she said, “Oh, I bit him back, 
of course!” ... The latest toll students 
are Vey Warren, Agnes Weiss, Marcella 
O’Bryan and Wilma Bethel, who seem 
to be coming through with flying colors. 
More power to you, gals... Our force 
was made smaller when Dolly Kaiser 
and Mrs. Edward Jurgens resigned. Sorry 
to see you leave, girls . . . Another Va- 
cationer is Katherine Brown, who is 
spending it mostly at home. You can 
tell us all about it next month, Katie 
... That’s all for now, see you all next 


year. 


Cook 
Mrs. Ida Townsend visited Mary Estes 
in Tecumseh, December 8th. She also 
spent December 9th visiting in Lincoln. 


Fairbury 
Mandane Reid, Correspondent 

Welcome visitors at our exchange 
were Bonnie Funkhauser of Beatrice 
Traffic and Mrs. Martha Ahrens, a for- 
mer Fairbury operator... T. E. Long- 
don spent a week-end duck hunting in 
Archer and Central City ... Jack Caley 
underwent an operation December 2 at 
the Lincoln General Hospital. At this 
writing he is making a rapid recovery 
and hopes to be back to work soon... 
Lincoln visitors were Idonna Landis, Leila 
Turna, Mrs. Jurgena and Mrs. Joyce 
Robinson. Also Virginia Robinson visited 
her father at a Lincoln Hospital 
Marion Thompson is vacationing and 
plans to visit in Denver with friends 
and at Fort Collins, Colorado, with rela- 
tives ... Mrs. Wauneta Childs is spend- 
ing a pre-Christmas week-end with her 
daughter and family in Kearney. 


Friend 
Hotilda Eurich, Correspondent 

The Friend employees held their an- 
nual Christmas Party, December 16th. 
After the exchange of gifts, a delicious 
lunch was served. They all report an 
enjoyable evening .. . Mrs. Roberta 
Neely, formerly Roberta Redman of 
Hayes, Kansas, was a visitor in our of- 
fice December 13th. Mrs. Alice Peters, 
Chief Operator, has been nursing a sore 
jaw the past three weeks, having had 
2 wisdom teeth extracted. 

Humboldt 
Mariella Williamson, Correspondent 

Rose Fankhauser was a Lincoln vis- 
itor December 11th while Catharine Gil- 
lan traveled to Omaha on December 
15th. Our annual Christmas party is 
scheduled for December 22nd, so more 
about that next time. 

PAWNEE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

(Connecting Company) 


Mr. V. Clark is back to work after 
spending his two weeks vacation in Colo- 
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rado ... Miss Mable Joan Stitt spent 
her vacation at the home of her par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Stitt at Lib- 
erty, Nebraska ... Eleanor Davis, eve- 
ning chief operator, and Avis Marshal, 
cashier, are the proud possessors of 
sparklers on their third finger, left hand. 
Congratulations, girls . . . Rosalie Stew- 
art was shopping in Beatrice on De- 
cember 1 . Miss Davis shopped in 
Beatrice on December 10 and Avis and 
Ellen Marshall were Falls City shoppers 
December 12 ... Manager Ed Flower- 
day and family and our chief operator, 
Mrs. Morehead, with Mr. Morehead, will 
attend the Ice Skating Vanities in Omaha 
on December 28th. 


Table Rock 


Erma Prachaska spent a day in Omaha 
last week visiting friends and doing 
some Christmas shopping. Pearl Free- 
man spent the 15th of December in 
Tecumseh . Carol Strom spent the 
16th of December in Lincoln ... The 
Table Rock telephone people had their 
Christmas party the 18th, exchanged 
gifts and all had a very nice time. 


Tecumseh 
Mary Estes, Correspondent 


Some weddings coming up—December 
23rd is the last working day for Dor- 
othy Osterthun of thé Traffic Depart- 
ment; she plans on being married the 
8th of January ... Marie Conradt is 
leaving us December 27th and plans 
on being married in the near future... 
Mrs. Harm Agena, nee Dorothy Mattox, 
who was married recently, is now back 
at work ... Jerrie Murphy returned to 
work December Ist after her recent ap- 
pendectomy, feeling better than ever, she 
says. Looks good to see her, too 
Manager Tyler Ryan is at home en- 
joying a week’s vacation . . . Decem- 
ber 29th we will greet you from our 
new office quarters. 


Wilber 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 
Lillie Labart is spending her two weeks 


vacation visiting with her sister in Long 
Beach, Calif. 


Western District 
Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva 


Betty Schupbach, Correspondent 


Mrs. Sanburg, the chief operator at 
Shickley, has been vacationing from 
December 7 to December 21. She spent 
one week in Missouri and the other 
week at her home. 


Harvard 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent. 

The Traffic employees at Harvard 
gave money to the Good Fellows Or- 
ganization instead of having a Christ- 
mas Party. 
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Hastings 


Darlene Eldred and Mrs. Etta Wollovetz, 
Correspondents 


Christmas is really in the air and the 
girls of the Traffic and Commercial De- 
partments had a very gala time at their 
Christmas Party, December 17, at the 
Hastings Womens Club... We think 
Mrs. Ruth Compton and Marie Pearson 
would do very well on the stage in the 
role of “Romeo and Juliet” ... Moreane 
Alldritt would be wonderful on the radio 
with her own show “Truth or Else?” .. . 
Marie Hammond and Virginia Harper 
sang a group of songs as a part of the 
program ... The girls all received lovely 
gifts which were distributed by Santa 
Claus in person—Not that there isn’t a 
real Santa, but we want to thank Bill 
Cummings for appearing at the party... 
The members of the committee were: 
Mrs. Erma Keenan, Chairman; Miss Vir- 
ginia Harper, Miss Frances Curley, Miss 
Darlene Eldred, Miss Betty Kuhn, Miss 
Lola Shuler, Mrs. Helen Vollweiler and 
Miss Carol Wintermute Virginia 
Harper, Marie Hammond and Betty 
Kuhn are all aglow with the glittering 
of new diamonds. Congratulations to you 
girls . . . Those who have enjoyed va- 
cations the past month are Florence 
Grosshans, Eva Belle Ross, La Veta 
Kimminau, and Minnie Schlitt. Minnie 
was in Washington, D. C., and all points 
surrounding . . . Our new toll students 
are Miss Betsy McCollum, Dolores 
White, and Mrs. Esther Henthorne.. . 
We wish to extend a hearty welcome to 
our two new local students, Mrs. Ethel 
Adrian and Mrs. Virginia Knapp ... 
The absent minded professor has nothing 
on one of our girls, she came in to the 
board to take her position and started 
to fumble for the cord and found, much 
to her dismay, that she had forgotten 
to put her headset on. We wonder what 
she was thinking of??? Maybe Miss Kel- 
ler could supply this lacking information 
- - .« Betsy McCollum has her arm in a 
splint due to a slight accident. By the 
way Betsy, did you learn to ice skate? 

Osceola 


Mrs. Betty I. Beebe, Correspondent 
We are glad to hear that Hazel John- 


son is improving after several weeks ill- 
ness and expects- to be back to work 
the first of the year... Shirley Koehler 
has taken over her new duties of As- 
sistant Chief Operator. 


Polk 


With Christmas just around the cor- 
ner, we have several shoppers this month 
Coleen Carlson spent December 
15th and 16th in Lincoln ... Joyce 
Jones spent December 12th in Omaha 
: Clara Anderson spent November 
29th in Lincoln, December 10th in York, 
and December 16th in Grand Island... 
Bethel King visited in Bayard for sev- 
eral days. 


Shelby 


Mrs. Carrol returned from a week’s va- 
cation visiting with Mr. and Mrs. 
Elmer Cooper and daughter in Alliance. 
She also spent December 17th in Lin- 
coln shopping . Miss Westly spent 
December 7th and 8th in Omaha visit- 
ing relatives . The Traffic Depart- 
ment enjoyed an Oyster Supper on De- 
cember 18th. The evening was spent 
playing cards and games and the ex- 
changing of gifts. 


Superior 


Maxine Chambers, Correspondent. 


It seems that Helen Thorup has a sys- 
tem all her own, when a light comes 
on at the switchboard, she doesn’t bother 
to plug in, she just says, “Number, 
please?” At least there is no back talk 
that way, is there, Helen? ... Mr. Ku- 
bat startled us all one evening by pull- 
ing shades, locking doors and _ stating 
that it was time to go home, when our 
watches said only 4:30. After question- 
ing him, we learned that his wife had 
come down early that evening to town, 
and when he saw her he thought it was 
5:00 and time to go home... The girls 
in the Traffic Department had their 
Christmas Party in the basement Thurs- 
day evening. They had a gift exchange, 
played games, then had a lunch which 
consisted of sandwiches, potato salad, 
coffee and ice cream. The tables were 
very attractive and everyone had a 
swell time. 


Sutton 


Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 


Mrs. Catherine Cassell of the Traffic 
Department has been on a week’s va- 
cation which she spent at her home. 


L. C. “Smick’’ Williams, 
Stromsburg combination- 
man, is a man of many tal- 
ents. In addition to being a 
good telephone man he is 
an adept magician, wins 
contests, is a salty bowler 
and still swings a mean 
baseball bat. And we've 
probably overlooked several 
more. 
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York 


Norma Schneider, Correspondent 


’Twas several weeks before Christmas 
and all through the telephone office not 
a creature was stirring, not even a mouse, 
how could he, he was dead, but you'll 
hear more about that later! . .. Mrs. 
Hatfield, Helen Garner and Edna Mae 
Marquardt sure were busy getting things 
ready for the Christmas Party, Decem- 
ber 16th. The evening was spent play- 
ing games that Helen “Einstein” Garner 
had thought up, and admiring the ceil- 
ing-high Christmas tree and unwrapping 
the gifts. A delicious lunch was served 
about 10:00 p. m. In the above 
paragraph something was mentioned 
about a mouse, ah yes, the mouse. This 
particular mouse was seen running 
around the rest room Monday. Mrs. 
Pflughaupt told George Mehuron about 
it then forgot it for awhile. Evidently 
the mouse wanted recognition no mat- 
ter what the cost would be, for the next 
day while Mrs. Rogers was fitting a slip 
cover back on one of the chairs she 
ran across the mouse, very dead 
When asked why she looked so fatigued 
and run down all of a sudden, Mrs. 
Schultz replied in an exasperated tone, 
“Oh, I’m on my vacation and I just 
never know when to go to bed and get 
my rest.” ... Our toll students at this 
time are Dorothy Kleemeyer and Car- 
men Suilivan . Darlene Klemz had 
a very wonderful vacation in Chicago, 
Illinois . . . Well this is “You better 
hurry and get your Christmas cards sent 
and buy those special gifts for those 
special people or you won’t have your 
Christmas spirit early” Schneider, wish- 
ing each and everyone of you a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 


December Sleet Storm 
(Continued from Page 2) 


sleet and wind in December, 1924, 
when 500 additional men and 40 
trucks were hired to help in repair- 
ing the plant. The reason we escaped 
this added disaster is not because 
our present storms were not so po- 
tentially dangerous—for several of 
our plant men with long memories 
have said that they carried all the 
requirements for being the most dis- 
astrous of all time—rather, it is be- 
cause of the use of standard ma- 
terials and practices that our pole 
lines were able to withstand, SO well, 
the buffeting by the elements. 
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ROY ROGERS WAS REPAIRING SOME FURNITURE. 
IN THE YORK OPERATORS LOUNGE RECENTLY 
~ AND, IN LIFTING A SEAT CUSHION OF AN 
OVERSTUFFED CHAIR , FOUND A VERY DEAD 
AND FLATIENED MOUSE «THE GIRLS 
DIDNT APPRECIATE FINDING OUT THAT 
THE LITTLE FELLOW HAD BEEN MAKING 
HIS HOME IN THEIR FAVORITE CHAIR. 


WHO 15 KIND 10 ANIMALS , E1C., WAS 50 CONCERNED ABOUT 
THE COMFORT OF HIS PAIR OF GANTAM CHICKENS DURING THE. 
RECENT COLD SNAP THAT HE BROUGHT THEM INTO THE HOUSE 


TOOK THE PLACE APART, BRICK BY BRICK WHEN 


JHE MANAGER “TOLD HIM HE COULDNT FIND GOOD MORNING 
GOOD MORNING — } C AND LET THEM SHARE HIS BEDROOM ~ -IN THE WEE, DARK 
ANE TRACE OF PAULS SUNDAY SUIT. __fyow mucH pox § CANO JUST WHO | |) Hours OF Tie MORNING TE LITTLE ROOSTER BEGAN 10 CROW, 
OWE YoU FOR THE: } igen RIGHT INTO RO¥5 EAR ..¢ AFTER SEVERAL DAYS OF THIS, ROY 


WAS WOOZY-EYED FROM LACK OF SLEEP AND FINALLY THREW) 
JHE CRATE AND 


OUT BACK YARD 


BANTAMS INTO THE 
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a GOLDIE TOMPSON TECUMSEH, WORKED LATE ONE NIGHT 


BUT BILL ECKLES JR. WHO ROOMS AT HER HOUSE WAS AT 
HOME-AND WHEN Hl STRANGER. CAME 10 THE DOOR AND SAID 
HE HAD BEEN SENT THERE BY THE HOTEL, BILL FIGURED IT 
WHS 0.K,10 RENT HIM H ROOM. BILL LEFT FOR WORK NEXT 
MORNING FORGETTING 70 MENTION THE EPISODE ~ANO 
Ct 
MAN 10 SETILE VP HIS BILL. 

MISSED HIS PIRECTIONS AND GOT INTO THE WRONG 
HOUSE WHICH ACCOUNTED FOR GOLDIES DILEMMA. 


GREAT EVENTS HAVE SMALL BEGINNINGS. » 
WHEN ART SMITH DROPPED 4 PAPER ON 
TE FLOOR AND REACHED DOWN To PICK 
IT UP, HE HAD NO NOTION THAT HIS CHAIR, 
WOULD ZIP OUT FROM UNDER HIM- THAT 
HE WOULD HIT THE FLOOR WITH A CRASH 
WHICH WOULD ROCK THE BUILDING, OR 
HAT A HYSTERICAL STENO WOULD 
TURN IN 4 RIOT ALARM. 


CRASHED INTO- AND UPSET THE 
A ROW OF FIVE GIRLS WERE PILED UP ON THE FLOOR + 
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THREE OF THE BOYS OF THE GENERAL SHOP GAVE 
LOWELL JOHNSON THEIR. CHECKS TO CASH 
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HELEN THORUP, SUPERIOR » Be op a ct rae eee ic 
pe aie tly oy One WIS LIFE WHEN He COUNTED OUT || Time SHE BUMPED IT SHE BEGGED | | K.L700C"LAWSON WHO SOMETIMES PRESCRIBES 


WAS ANSWERING HER SIGNALS 


WITHOUT PLUGGING IN FOR HIS FRIENDS’ MINOR AILMENTS - CAND 


MAKES MAJOR AILMENTS OVT OF THEM) HASN'T 
HAD A VISITOR FOR DAYS ~ ~ PEOPLE ARED 
SUSPICIOUS OF THE CONTRAPTION WHICH HHS BEEN 
PARKED JUST OUTSIDE HIS DOOR . IT LOOKS 
VERY MUCH LIKE A HOSPITAL STRETCHER. 


THE AMOUNTS IN SILVER DOLLARS - ITS PARDON. 


THEY DONT LOOK SO 
2 BAD AT THAT! s: 
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MINNIE STIEBER , LINCOLN CAFETERIA ) 

WALKING HOME INTOELESS SHOES [|upp iY 7 oN SPEP DY fo oples" 
ON THE FIRST DAY OF COLD WEATHER | | =A, ' = Je BEFORE, TURNING ON THE 
SOLVED A PROBLEM OF COMFORT PA EO LIGHT- WHEN HE FOUND 
BY WEARING HER GLOVES OVER. 11) HE HAD DISGUISED 
HER FRIGID TOES AND PUTTING HER shy HIMSELF AS THE LADY 
HANDS IN HER, POCKETS . © OF THE HOUSE , 
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A FEW DAYS AGO THAT HE 
COULD OUTRUN A LARGE DOG IN f HUNDRED YARD DASH. HE DID IT 
AFTER THE HOUND HAD TAKEN A BIG BITE AND WAS HOPING To GET 

ANOTHER: BEFORE BOB COULD REACH THE WAREHOUSE DOOR . 
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Waiting Lists Cake Jt On the Chin 


New C. O. E. and Cable Provide More Capacitty— 
Instrument Supply Improved 


D. C. Travis and Clem Bottorff at work on part of the newly installed equipment 
at ‘’3’’ office. 
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Since November 1, 1947, waiting lists 
for telephone service have been more than 
cut in half! 

That’s heart warming news, we are 
sure, for everyone. On November 1 the 
total held order figure for the Company 
stood at 1,386. On February 1 it had 
been slashed to 594—a reduction of about 
57%. The total reduction in held orders 
was 792, of which 674 were in Lincoln 
and 118 were territorial. Lincoln's wait- 
ing list has been cut from 1,145 in No- 
vember to 471 on February 1. 

The principal difficulty in Lincoln has 
been the shortage of central office equip- 
ment. The installation of 1,700 new 
lines during the past few months has con- 
siderably eased this situation, although 
352 orders are still being held for this 
reason, which is of course far from being 
desirable. We are told also that it will 
be many months before more lines are 
obtainable. If the demand continues, this 
shortage factor will become increasingly 
troublesome. 2,800 more lines are on 
order. 


Lack of distribution plant is the prin- 
cipal shortage headache in the territory 
and this is a major problem also in Lincoln. 
On February | a total of 241 orders were 
being held for this reason of which 119 
were in Lincoln and 122 were territorial. 
During 1947, net cable additions for the 
Company amounted to $137,000.00. Lin- 
coln additions included in this figure 
were $54,450.00. Our front cover shows 
Vaughn Baum and Bob Hawkins at work 
on a cable splicing job at College View 
where a 1200 pair cable recently was 
installed. 

Waiting lists came into existence dur- 
ing the closing months of the war due to 
the shortage of telephone instruments. 
There is now a sufficient supply of tele- 
phones to take care of new business and 
move orders, however, the supply for re- 
placements is still insufficient, 

The accompanying chart and summary 
indicate the trend in the held order situ- 
ation. It will be observed that much 
progress has been made in most areas, 
with several showing no held orders on 
hand. For the whole Company, the situa- 
tion is much improved. However, it is 
probable that shortages and waiting lists 
will continue to be a problem for many 
months 


Graph showing trend in 
held orders for the company 
from 1944 to 1948, 
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Since the latter part of 1946, 1,700 new lines have been 
installed in the various Lincoln offices, making it possible to 
serve neerly this number of new subscribers. These lines have 
become available as new dial switching equipment has been 
received from the manufacturer and placed in service. Equip- 
ment for 2,800 more lines is now on order. 


The accompanying pictures show a portion of the new 
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equipment as well as some of the people who had a hand in its 
installation and maintenance. Upper left, Milton Metcalf, 6” 
office foreman, inspects new equipment at that office. Upper 
right, Howard Stroup and Warren Shuck, “3” office foreman, 
at work on new equipment at “6” office. Lower left, W. H. 
Webster, Harry White and Grover Griffith, on the job at “4” 
office. Lower right, Hugo Staley, Main office foreman, tests 
out some of the new switches. 


Summary of Lincoln Central Office Equipment 
Recently Installed and On Order 


2 Office 3 Office 
Ind. Ind. Pty. 
Lines Lines Line; 
RECENTLY INSTALLED.. 400 200 


ON ORDER 


Siete srlecsve apap a enick 600 100 300 


4 Office 5 Office 6 Office 
Ind. Pty. Pty. Ind. Pty. 
Lines Lines Lines Lines Lines Total 


200 200 300 200 200 1700 
500 200 700 100 300 2800 
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Mr. Woods Celebrates 80th Birthday 


N February 1, Mr. Frank H. 

Woods celebrated his 80th birth- 
day. The occasion was one which 
will hold warm and happy memories 
for our Company’s founder and first 
president and now its able chairman 
of the board of directors. 


Numberless expressions of con- 
gratulations and good wishes were 
received from his legion of friends 
and business associates. The Com- 
pany’s executives presented him with 
a handsome pipe stand complete with 
an assortment of pipes. Mr. Woods 
assured them that he would make 
good use of the gift and that he 
would look forward to reciprocating 
on their respective eightieth birth- 
days. 


The remembrance which he treas- 
ures most dearly, however, was re- 
ceived from the employees of the 
Company who joined in attaching 
their personal signatures to a mes- 


sage of affection and congratulations . 


contained in a brochure which was 
presented to him on their behalf by 
his son, President Thomas C. 
Woods. The inscription read as 
follows: 


“To Frank H. Woods— 


Founder, Chairman of its Board 
of Directors and guiding genius of 
The Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company, from its beginning 
throughout forty-four years — the 
people of that organization, inspired 
by their appreciation of his wise 
leadership, his encouraging exam- 
ple, and in the spirit of warm friend- 
ship—extend their congratulations 


and good wishes on the occasion of 
his eightieth birthday.” 


Mr. Woods has expressed his deep 
appreciation in a letter addressed to 
all employees of the Company in 
which he said: 

“We do not live satisfactorily 
alone in this world. It is the things 
we can accomplish for others and 
that they may do for us which afford 
the real and deep-seated pleasures 
and satisfactions that come to us in 
living. | 

“It has been my fortune to have 
lived quite a long time and I shall 
be glad to continue so long as I may 
retain unimpaired faculties and com- 
fortable health. 

“My eightieth birthday anniver- 
sary was February first. On that oc- 
casion the people of the Telephone 


Company organization presented me 
with an album of their signatures 
subscribing to their compliments and 
good wishes. 


“You may each and all be sure it 
was heartily welcome. I shall treas- 
ure it because it represents a per- 
sonal phase of a chief interest and 
effort in my life over a long period. 
Thank you sincerely.” 


Frank H. Woods. 


Highway Telephone 
Service Available From 


Boston To Washington 
Nie in vehicles equipped 


for highway telephone service 
can now make and receive telephone 
calls at any point along the entire 
route between Boston and Washing- 
ton. The service is also available for 
boats operating within range of the 
transmitters. 


The Boston-Washington system is 
the third such chain to be placed in 
service by the Bell System. The first 
to provide continuous’ telephone 
service over a considerable stretch 
of highway began operation between 
St. Louis and Chicago early last year. 
The second was the New York- 
Albany system, which was opened 
a few weeks ago. 


Dorothy Lefler pours a cup of that good home made coffee for Lillian 
Baker as Ina Ozenbaugh (left), Florence Tatman and Margaret Lindblad 


keep an eye on the proceedings. 


[ there’s one thing that the lady 
members of the Pioneer Associa- 
tion like better than a party, it’s 
another party. The “News” poked 
its face into the club room at Lincoln 
while the gals were in the midst of 
their festivities at their latest get- 
together on January 24th. We can 
report without reservation that 
everyone was having a_ hilarious 
time and there was more food being 
offered to all and sundry than even 
a news reporter could get away with. 


Dorothy Lefler was the spark plug 
in organizing the affair and was 
assisted by Darlene Multer and Hazel 
Nichols as members of the commit- 
tee. The evening started with a 


The covered dish supper was a most enjoyable occasion. 


The group “looks pretty” for the cameraman. Standing, left to right, Ina Ozenbaugh, 
Grace Hauschild, Merlie Markuson, Lula Kloepper, Georgia Smith, Lillian Baker, Myrtle 
Hiner. Darlene Multer and Hazel Nichols; seated, Irene Combs, Flora Johnston, Florence 
Tatman, Dorothy Lefler, Margaret Lindblad and Mary Emerson. 


covered dish supper at which every- 
one brought something of her own 
choosing with an ample amount for 
a number of others. Conversation, 


bingo and more conversation con- 
cluded the program. 


A series of territorial parties has 
been temporarily postponed because 
of unfavorable weather. Parties are 
planned for David City, Hastings, 
Nebraska City, Beatrice and York 
during coming weeks. An exclusive 
party for men also is on the program 
and the fiscal season will be con- 
cluded with the annual banquet 

| a se which has been set tentatively for 
nessing the presentation, left to right, are F. E. Behm, Guy 0 


Seaton, Clyde Burge, H. W. Potter, T. C. Cone, B. I. Noble, H. H. 
Wheeler, I. J. Devoe, C. C. Donley, Merle M. Hale and John H. Agee. 
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President Thomas C. Woods presents Frank H. Woods with a 
booklet containing signatures of employees of the Company to- 


Recent new members reported by 
gether with a message of congratulations and good wishes. Wit 


Secretary Otto Nelsen are Lillian 
Baker and Ina Ozenbaugh of Lin- 
coln and Loretta Piper of Hastings. 


Dick Morgan Presents 
Antique Telephone To 
Historical Collection 


NV H. “DICK” MORGAN, for- 

* merly manager at Syracuse, 
stopped by last month during a busi- 
ness trip to Nebraska to spend a few 
reminiscent hours with his L. T. and 
T. friends and incidentally to present 
the Company museum with a valu- 
able antique telephone. Dick left 
the Company in 1943 to take up 
telephone work with the Consoli- 
dated company at Whittier, Califor- 
nia. He had continued his residence 
there until last July when he pur- 
chased the Eagle Valley Telephone 
Company at Eagle, Colorado, where 
he and his family now have their 
home. He is located west of the Con- 
tinental divide between Denver and 
Grand Junction and owns and man- 
ages the Eagle company which 
serves 260 stations. Construction 
work there in the mountains can be 
quite a problem, he informed us. 
Frequently large rocks are encoun- 
tered and it isn’t at all unusual to 
devote an entire day in setting one 
pole. Dynamite is often used, he 
said. 

The accompanying picture shows 
Mr. Morgan presenting the histor- 
ical telephone to Mr. Joe Hartley, 
who is chiefly responsible for the 
collection’s origin and growth. The 
telephone was manufactured by the 
Western Electric Company in 1896 
and is designated as a number 


228-W. Apparently this model’ was 
widely copied and imitated by other 
companies at about that time. The 
collection has other models similar 
to this one but which do not include 
the manufacturer's name. 

Naturally “Dick” has a very warm 
spot in his heart for Nebraska and 
the L. T. and T. Company. He par- 
ticularly asked that he be remem- 
bered to his many friends here. 


Letters We Like 


To Receive 


HE traditional qualities of a tele- 

phone operator, courtesy and ef- 
ficiency, are usually taken as a matter 
of course by most telephone users 
and it is only when one or the 
other of these qualities falls be- 
low its normal level that a subscriber 
is apt to write a letter to the man- 
agement calling attention to the 
service he has received. So the fol- 
lowing letters are all the more ap- 
preciated, and are reprinted both in 
compliment to the writers, for their 
thoughtfulness, and to our traffic 
forces for their becoming perform- 
ance over a long period of time. 
The first letter came from Morris 
Speir, General Manager of the Fair- 
bury Windmill Company and was 
addressed to T. E. Longdon, area 
commercial manager at Fairbury as 
follows: 

“We have just finished 1947, and 
we do not feel that we could enter 
the New Year without congratulat- 


Mr. Morgan pre- 
sents Joe Hartley, 
museum  “cura- 
tor,”” with an an- 
tique Western 
Electric telephone, 
vintage of about 
1896. 


ing the local telephone office on 
its very efficient operation and 
handling of our calls in 1947. The 
operation certainly shows splendid 
management and good morale among 
the employees.” 

The second letter, addressed to 
J. H. Agee, Vice President and Gen- 
eral Manager, was received from 
J. M. Paul who, for many years, 
operated the grain business in Lin- 
coln which bears his name. He 
writes: 

“This is a delayed letter but no 
less sincere. For 35 years I con- 
ducted a business that necessitated 
the constant use of your lines every 
week day of the year. During that 
extended period we suffered the 
usual irritations that accompany 
communication, such as tornadoes, 
floods, sleet breakdowns, etc. In ad- 
dition to this the grain business de- 
pends greatly on speed. Despite these 
annoyances, I can say without res- 
ervation, that over these years, 
never did any of your operators 
show anger, impertinence or irrita- 
tion. I think this is a remarkable 
record, and I believe it is due to 
two factors, the native good quali- 
ties of the girls you select and your 
training before they begin work. I 
am no longer active but will always 
be grateful to your operators and 
officers for helping me conduct a 
successful business.” 


LL employees of the Company, 
their families and friends are 
extended a cordial invitation to at- 
tend a reception and open house at 
the General Office Building at Lin- 
coln on Sunday, March 7, from 3 to 
6 P.M. The occasion will be in ob- 
servance of the 45th service anni- 
versary of Mr. Frank H. Woods, 
the Company's founder and_ first 
president. 

Visitors will be conducted through 
the building and the various depart- 
ments and functions of the equip- 
ment will be explained. Refresh- 
ments will then be served. The oc- 
casion will provide the opportunity 
to pay our respects to Mr. Woods 
as well as to become better ac- 
quainted with the organization for 
which we work. 


Three Dial Conversions 
In January 


Ida Townsend 


ANUARY 


proved to be 
a banner month 
in the progress 
of bringing dial 
service to our 
subscribers when 
three more ex- 
changes were 
converted to this 
system. Burr and 
Cook were cut over on January 6, 
and Table Rock on January 27. Our 
dial operated exchanges now num- 
ber 48. 

All three exchanges were equipped 
with new units of No. 10 type, Auto- 
matic Electric line finder switching 
equipment which was installed by a 
crew consisting of Herbert Jenkins, 
Perry Caldwell, Leland Rauch, Fran- 
cis Darnold and Richard Bauer. 


At Burr the original exchange was 
operated by the Brown Brothers 
Telephone Company and in their 
best years boasted of about 160 sub- 
scribers. Their interests were pur- 
chased in 1909 by the Burr Tele- 
phone Company which later became 
the Douglas and Burr Telephone 
Company and was numbered among 
the holdings of George Codington 
when purchased by the Lincoln 
Company in June, 1918. It has since 
been operated as one of the units of 
this organization. The town was 
once named Burrell, after one of its 
first settlers, and the name was later 
modified to Burr. Gross expendi- 
tures for plant and equipment at 
Burr are in excess of $16,000, and 
includes the cost of the erection of 
a small building which houses the 
unit. The exchange currently serves 
132 subscribers on 50 lines. Leta 


Leta Klein 


Klein, who has been chief operator 
at Burr since July, 1947, will con- 
tinue her residence there. 


The telephone came to Cook as a 
local project and the exchange was 
one of the group operated by the 
Johnson County Home Telephone 
Company when that company be- 
came part of our organization in 
1912. This town, too, was named 
for a pioneer family and was built 
near the more ancient settlement of 
Helena, of which no trace now re- 
mains. Here the cost of conversion 
will exceed $27,000, and the switch- 
ing equipment is located in the old 
telephone central office. Ida Town- 
send, long identified with the Cook 
exchange as chief operator, has now 
retired from active service but will 
act as our collection agent and retain 
her residence in Cook. She was guest 
of honor last month at a party given 
by her many friends at Cook. Oper- 
ator Wanda Remmers has_ been 
transferred to Tecumseh. The dial 
exchange was cut into service with 
115 working lines and 185  sub- 
scribers. 


The Table Rock Telephone Com- 
pany was organized locally in 1899 
to bring the first telephone service 
to that community. Later the Ne- 
braska Bell extended their lines to 
the town, bringing them toll con- 
nections and made some effort 
toward establishing a competing ex- 
change for local business but without 
a great deal of success in this ven- 
ture. The Bell properties were ob- 
tained by our organization through 
the purchase of 1912 but within a 
few months we withdrew from com- 
petition and sold our local plant to 
the Table Rock Company. In May, 
1927, we obtained the Table Rock 
exchange by purchase, and their per- 
sonnel, which included E. L. Dor- 
land, manager, and Pearl Freeman, 
chief operator, became a part of our 
telephone family. With the conver- 
sion of the exchange, Pearl Freeman 
retired under the provisions of the 
employees’ pension plan and Carol 
Strohm, operator, was transferred to 
Tecumseh. The new equipment con- 
nects, at present, 120 lines with 202 
subscribers and the total plant addi- 
tions are estimated at more than 
$28,000. 
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New Masonic Masters 
oe election of officers by the 


several Masonic Lodges in Lin- 
coln for the coming year brought 
two te:ephone employees—Russell R. 
Rauch, warehouse foreman, and 


Russell Rauch L. G. Saunders 


Lovell G. Saunders, assistant wire- 
chief—the significant honor of their 


tive lodges. 

Mr. Rauch was installed on Jan- 
uary 8, by Lancaster Lodge No. 54, 
and succeeds to a post which has 
been held by three other telephone 
men in years past, M. M. Hale. 
Clyde Boyles and Guy O. Seaton 
having served as Master of this 
lodge. 

Mr. Saunders was elevated to the 
Master’s chair in ceremonies held 
on January 21, by College View 
Lodge No. 320. He is the sixth of 
our employees to occupy this po- 
sition, which has been held by D. 
C. Wilson, George Albury, George 
Keith, Perry Caldwell and Del Gil- 
more. 

In two other Lincoln lodges, tele- 
phone men were installed as senior 
warden, an office but one step re- 
moved from that of Master. Elect- 
ed to this position were Gerald E. 


Miller and Victor B. Musselman. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Armin L. Acker- 
mann arethe 
proud parents of 
a baby girl, born 
January 29. Mr. 
Ackermann is a 
member of the 
Geneva Plant 
Department. 


Frieda Hoffman Ross 
Announces Retirement 


ONGRATULATIONS and best 

wishes are extended to Frieda 
Hoffman Ross upon her surprise an- 
nouncement of two important events 
—her marriage 
to William Ross, 
which took place 
on December 20 
in a simple cere- 
mony at the 
home of her sis- 
ter, Mrs. C. M. 
Cole, in Has- 


tings, and her re- 


tirement on pen- 


Frieda Ross 


sion from her 
position as assistant chief operator at 
Hastings, effective January 1. 


It is difficult to stretch memory 
back to the time when Frieda did 
not play an important role in the 
affairs of work and frolic of the 
Hastings traffic department. She 
first became one of this group when 
employed as a student operator in 
July, 1915, and in her long period 
of service she has never been as- 
signed to any other department. The 
records disclose that she has filled 
nearly every position in Hastings 
traffic, from apprentice to chief op- 
erator at some time or other. 

She is a member of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independent 
Telephone Pioneers and, as a re- 
tirement gift, has been presented by 
the Company with a Life Certificate 
of membership in this organization. 
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Recipe of the Month 


OSE FANKHAUSER., assistant 

chief operator at Humboldt, who 
is reputed to be the “Best Orange 
Tapioca Maker in Humboldt,” has 
furnished us our recipe for this 
month, by special request. The oper- 
ators at Humboldt, especially Cath- 
arine Gillan, chief operator, have 
enjoyed this delicious dessert made 
by Miss Fankhauser so very much, 
that they have asked her to share it 
with all our readers. 


ORANGE TAPIOCA 

144 Cup Quick Cooking Tapioca 

1/4, Teaspoon Salt 
1% Cups Water 

1, Cup Sugar 

1 Cup Orange Juice 

1 Tablespoon Grated Orange Rind 

Add tapioca and salt to boiling water; 
cook in double boiler until clear, 12 min- 
utes. Add sugar, juice and rind. Cool. If 
desired, fold in 14 cup heavy cream, 
whipped. Chill. Serves 6. 


Coaxial Cable Extends 


From Coast to Coast 
HE first coast-to-coast coaxial 
cable, joining Florida and Cali- 
fornia, has gone into service over a 
2.600 mile southern route that leads 
from Jacksonville to Atlanta to Dal- 
las to Los Angeles. With the com- 
pletion of the Phoenix-Los Angeles 
section on November 15, the last gap 
was closed and a transcontinental 
communications channel of very 
great capacity was added to the Bell 
System’s expanding coaxial network. 
Constructed jointly by the Long 
Lines Department and the Associated 
Companies .through whose territory 
it passes, the new cable will provide 
needed long distance facilities along 
its route as well as channels for pro- 
gram transmission and other serv- 
ices. Television transmission over it 
is not yet available, as this will re- 

quire additional equipment. 


New Building Brings Needed Storage Relief 


The new metal building pictured 
here has been erected on the plot of 
ground lying directly to the east of 
the Lincoln warehouse and is to be 
used for the storage of light trucks 
and cars, bringing relief to the press- 
ing need for more space which has 
been the growing problem of the 
garage folks for some length of time. 
The structure is of the “Quonset” 
type, 40 by 92 feet, and is entirely 
free from obstructions and partitions 
on the inside. 

Provision is made for the storage 
of cars on either side of the building 


with a driveway down the middle. 
It will accommodate fifteen units in 
such a manner that any of them can 
be driven in or out without moving 
another. Seven more vehicles can 
be stored in the driveway when 
necessary. Large sliding doors at 
the north and south ends of the 
“Quonset” contribute to the econ- 
omy of the storage space. The build- 
ing was first put into use on Janu- 
ary 16. It is attached to the ware- 
house heating unit and when com- 
pleted the two buildings will be con- 
nected by doorway and passage. 


Thomas Hedges Promoted 
Soe upward in the organ- 


ization last month was Thomas 
B. Hedges of the Construction De- 
partment who received a_ well 
merited promotion from the duties 
of a lineman to the position of con- 
struction foreman. He will have 
charge of a crew in the Western 
District and will headquarter in 
Hastings where two other crews are 
now stationed. 


Mr. Hedges had the first feel of a 
long handled shovel in 1928 when 
he began his work with the Com- 
pany as a groundman. Since that 
time he has had much practical ex- 
perience in construction work and 
has displayed much initiative and 
ability. From 1942 to 1945 he was 
a master sergeant in the army, enter- 
ing service with the Company cadre 
and serving nearly two years over- 
seas in the European theater of op- 
erations. 


Jacob Albert 
Taken By Death 


EATH came on January 27 to 

Jacob Albert, custodian of the 
Lincoln service department, who 
was stricken suddenly in a_ local 
restaurant on Saturday evening, 
January 24, and died, without re- 
gaining consciousness, the following 
Tuesday morning. He had_ nearly 
five years of service, and most of 
this time had been assigned to the 
night forces and was responsible for 
the care of the second floor of the 
general office building. 


Few men in any line of endeavor 
are able to devote to their task the 
amount of pride and vigor which 
Jake put into his. This trait will be 
long remembered by the occu 
pants of the second floor offices, 
whose desks and furniture glistened 
every morning from the attention 
they received from his hands. Born 
in Russia, he served in the Russo- 
Japanese War, and shortly after- 
wards came to America. He was 
sixty years of age and had been a 
resident of Lincoln for the past 
thirty-six years. 


Promotions, Transfers, 


Commercial 


Teresa M. Cain, clerk, construction, to 
clerk, commercial, Lincoln. 


Plant 


William P. Barry, groundman to combin- 
ationman, Osceola. 


T. G. Goldenstein, groundman to clerk, 
Construction. 


Thomas B. Hedges, lineman to construc- 
tion foreman, Hastings. 

Nelson Leesveld, shopman to tool re- 
pairman, Supply. 

Robert McDowell, shopman, supply, to 
foreman, service, Lincoln. 


Walter T. Nyden, combinationman, serv- 
ice, Lincoln, to lineman, construction. 


Glenn E. Obert, shopman, supply, to 
combinationman, service, Lincoln. 
Traffic 


Moreane L. Alldritt, A&*L instructor to 
assistant chief operator, Hastings. 


Mildred Eschen, A operator to A&L op- 


erator, Peru. 


Ruth Goeking, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Fairbury. 


Rosetta Habben, A€&L supervisor to as- 
sistant chief operator, Hastings. 


Mary Kalin, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Tecumseh. 


Dorothy E. Kleemeyer, A operator to 
A&’L operator, York. 


Betty McCollum, A operator to A&L 


operator, Hastings. 


New Library Books 


WO of the latest fiction books 
have been added to our em- 
ployees library this month. They are 
“The Purple Plain” by H. E. Bates 
and “Eagle In The Sky” by F. Van 
Wyck Mason. 


The library, located in room 203 
of the general office building, is open 
to all employees every day. Books, 
both fiction and non-fiction, of any 
description can be found in its col- 
lection, and all are invited to avail 
themselves of its services. 


Title Chan es 


Moreane Alidritt 
Asst. Chief Opr. 
Hastings Hastings 


Rosetta Habben 
Asst. Chief Opr. 


Marcella O'Bryan, A operator to A&@L 


operator, Beatrice. 

Wanda Remmers, A&L operator, Cook, 
to A&’ L operator, Tecumseh. 

Lillian Schafer, L operator to desk oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 


Dorothy Stepan, A operator to A&L 
operator, Peru. 


Carmen Sullivan, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, York. 


Pearl E. Sutton, A&L operator, Platts- 
mouth, to evening chief operator, 
Weeping Water. 

Iva Upton, A&L supervisor, Hastings, to 
L operator, Lincoln. 

Dolores White, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 


Helen Wright, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Peru. 


JOURNEY'’S END 


MR. FRANK SELZER, father of 
Camilla Selzer of the David City 
Traffic Department, passed away 
at his home in Bellwood, Janu- 
ary 21. Funeral services were 
held in Bellwood on January 24. 

MRS. ELLA KREGER. mother of 
Mrs. Ethel Patrick, chief operator 
at Fairmont, died January 22. Fu- 
neral services were held at Shick- 
ley on January 24. 

SAM ECKLES, father of Dewey 
Eckles, combinationman at Nelson 
and William Eckles, retired, passed 

away January 23. Funeral serv- 

ices were held at Nelson on Janu: 

ary 26. 
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It's the for our Benelit Plan 


By GUY O. SEATON, Personnel Director 


ANUARY 1, 1948, marked the 31st birthday of the 
Company’s “Plan for Employees’ Pensions, Disabilit 
Benefits and Death Benefits.” Slightly more than 31 yea : 
ago the Company was preparing to announce acess 
that was relatively new in industrial and employee r la 
tions. It was the establishment, effective January 1 ian. 
of a fund of $50,000 for ‘Pensions, Disability and Dei, 
Benefits” on a noncontributory basis. After 31 years of 
successful operation, the Pension Trust Fund amounts : 
approximately one and one guarter million dollars : 


Benefit Plan Stands Test of Time 


credited period of service, thus including the lower paid 
as well as the higher paid years. | 

If the same percentage factor is used, the pension is 
appreciably larger when based on years of highest earn- 
ings than when it is based on average annual earnings 
for the entire period of service, which would include the 
lower paid years as well. The wage of the employee ap- 
Proaching retirement today is substantially higher than 
that at which he was originally employed. Statisticians 
es determined that our plan increases the pension by 
253% to 50% over a pension which is 1% of the average 
annual pay during the entire period of service. 

Furthermore, accumulation of service credit for our 
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as 30 or 35 years which must be reached before credit 
toward a pension starts to accumulate. We can readily 
see that our pensions would be substantially reduced if 
all the credit for the first 5 years of service was eliminated 
or, worse still, if no credit were given before we reached 
the age of 30 or 35. 
What Adjustment Is Made For Social Security? 
Four out ot every five, or 155 of the 188 plans in the 
Bankers Trust survey are adjusted for Social Security 
benefits in some manner. Eleven plans deduct directly the 
total Social Security benefits received by the retired em- 
ployee; 6 deduct one-half, as does our plan, and 138 


Certainly a plan which 
adjusts for only one-half of 
Social Security benefits is. 
more liberal in this respect than one which adjusts for all 
of it or disregards the first $3,000 of annual salary. 


Must Employees Make Contributions? 

Of the 188 plans analyzed by the Bankers Trust Com- 
pany, 92, or 49%, require payments in some form by 
employees. The remaining 51% are noncontributory, as 
is our plan. | 

Some think that contributory plans always yield higher 
pensions than those requiring no payment by siplouees 
Frequently, however, this is not the case. The Bankers 


plans make adjustments for Social Security by such means 
as limiting participation to salaries in excess of $3,000 an- 
nually, or by lower benefits for salaries under $3,000 


It is fitting testimonial to the founders of our benef; 
plan that they were endowed with exceptional fore che 
as well as concern, for the welfare of the emplo — tr 
the three decades that the Plan has been in Bie : 
4,253 accident and sickness cases, including sa aria 


Trust Company summary includes several plans which 
for a person earning under $3,000 a year, require a a 
tribution of 2% of wages, yet the resulting pensions are 
less than our noncontributory plan. : 


pension starts immediately upon employment. Many other 
plans either require a waiting period of 6 months to 
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nore than 5 years of service or set a minimum age, such annually 
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Alex Geist O. A. Nelson 
Lincoln Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 


Thirty-Four Years 
J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings. 

Thirty-Three Years 
G. G. Mehuron, York. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Harriet Wynn, Plattsmouth. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
W. R. Minich, Geneva; Sarah 
Mussman, Western. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Alex Geist, O. A. Nelson, Lincoln 
Twenty-Three Years 
Addalene Lorensen, Weeping Water; 
J. L. Potter, Ashland. 
Twenty-One Years 


Clara Jones, K. L. Lawson, Lincoln: 


J. H. Mankamyer, Sutton. 


Twenty Years 

M. A. Birdsley, Auburn; Bohumil 
Docekal, David City; Mary Docekal, 
Brainard; Mary Emerson, Lincoln. 

Nineteen Years. 

D. E. Aydelott, K. J. Boshart, Lincoln: 
Rose Janda, Plattsmouth; Edna Ragon, 
Tecumseh. 

Eighteen Years 

R. V. Clifford, C. E. Lawson. R. R. 
Rauch, Lincoln. 

Seventeen Years 

W. F. Combs, Hastings. 

Thirteen Years 
Edna Edwards, Ruskin. 
Fight Years 

Elizabeth Edwards, Plattsmouth: Nata 
Hershey, Geneva. 

Seven Years 

George Placek, Lydia Schneider, Lin- 
coln. 

Six Years 


Vera Wasson. Lincoln. 


M. A. Birdsley 


Bohumil Docekal 
Auburn David City 


20 Years 20 Years 


Five Years 


Marie Beltz, Caroline Marrow, G. H. 
Ramsey, C. H. Kermoade, Lincoln: Emma 
King, Humboldt; A. EF. Smetak, David 


City; Nora Kelly, Lincoln (December 
Anniversary. ) 


Charles Hansen 
of the Supply 
Department and 
Ruth Huffer of 
Lincoln were unit- 
ed in marriage on 
January 9, at Man- 
ley, Nebraska. The 
couple wil reside 
in Lincoln. 


Irene Siefert, 
Acounting Depart- 
ment, and Vernon Hermann exchanged 
vows on January 25 at the Trinity Lu- 
theran Church in Lincoln. Mrs. Her- 
man will continue her work after a short 
honeymoon. 


The marriage of Betty Griffen of the 
Nebraska City Traffic Department and 
Marvin Eaton, took place at the Lu- 
theran Parsonage in Nebraska City on 
December 18. They are making their 
home in Nebraska City. 


Doris Peacock, operator at Lincoln, be- 
came the bride of Earl Eastman on De- 
cember 28 at her home in Newport. 
Mrs. Eastman is continuing her work. 

Iva Mae Thompson, formerly of the 
Hastings Traffic Department and now of 
the Lincoln Traffic Department, was 
united in marriage on December 21 to 
William H. Upton. The ceremony took 
place at the First Methodist Church in 
Hastings. 

First Methodist Church in Hastings 
was the scene of the wedding of Betty 
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Mary Docekal Mary. Emerson 
Brainard Lincoln 
20 Years 20 Years 


Kuhn of the Hastings Traffic Depart- 
ment and Hessell Hudson. The ceremony 
took place on December 22. Mrs. Hud- 
son will continue her work and _ the 
couple will reside in Hastings. 


The marriage of Lois Lindstrom, op- 
erator at Hastings, to LaVerne Brown 
took place on December 26 at the First 
Congregational Church in Hastings. Mrs. 
Brown will continue her work. 


Betty Bennett, Hastings Traffic De- 
partment, became the bride of C. I. 
Magee Jr. on January 3, at Omaha. The 
Sleepy Hollow Chapel Dundee Presby- 
terian Church was the scene of the wed- 
ding. Mrs. Magee will continue her work. 


Frieda Hoffman of the Hastings Traf- 
fic Department became the bride of Bill 
Ross of Hastings December 20. The 
ceremony was performed in the arch- 
way of the C. M. Cole home in Hastings. 
After a short honeymoon, the couple will 
reside in Hastings. 

Dorothy Osterthun of the Tecumseh 
Traffic Department and Floyd Living- 
ston of Jackson, Wyoming, were united 
in marriage on January 8, at the Pres- 
byterian Church in Tecumseh. Mrs. Liv- 
ingston has resigned her position and the 
couple will reside in Jackson, Wyoming. 

The marriage of Darlene Pieper, relief 
operator at Cook and Duane Carmen 
was solemnized January 1 at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Cook. The couple 
will reside on a farm near Cook. 

St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Au- 
burn was the scene of the wedding of 
Clara Belle Auker, operator at Auburn, 
and George McCoy of Cheyenne, Wyo- 
ming. After a wedding trip, the couple re- 
turned to Auburn where they will reside. 

Edna Mae Myers, operator at Au- 
burn, and Louis Clark of Brock were 
united in marriage December 6 at the 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Auburn. 
Mrs. Clark has resigned her position and 
the couple will reside in Omaha. 
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Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 


Mr. and Mrs. Harold Ellis (Genevieve 
Cox) are the proud parents of a baby 
girl, Beth Elaine, born January 22. Mrs. 
Ellis was formerly Junior Secretary in 
the Eastern District office. 


David City 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Romance still heads the list of news. 
The latest one to be making plans is 
Margaret Ann Rech, who came to work 
the morning after her week-end with a 
big sparkler. Congratulations Margaret 
Ann, it sure is a beauty. . . . Betty 
Okrina, Margaret Ann Rech, Bonnie Gill 
(and escorts) attended the Ice Cycles in 
Omaha. . . . Evelyn Soukup was in Co- 
lumbus Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Irene Swan spent the week-end in Lin- 
coln visiting Jean Vybiral. .. . Margaret 
Ann Rech spent Tuesday shopping in 
Grand Island. .. . Visitors at the office 
recently have been Miss Seymour, Mr. 
McKinzie and Mr. Dorland. ... We are 
sorry to hear of the death of Camilla 
Selzer’s father. 


Nekraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Joyce Fritsch was our first this year 
to make a departure from our gang. 
Sorry to see your leave us, Joyce. Have 
a good time. . . . Our newest member of 
Plug-Pushers, Lillian Vance, is begin- 
ning her toll training with Mary Barty- 
zelle instructing. Betty Griffen 
changed her name to Mrs. Marvin Eaton. 
Congratulations! . . . Ardel Freudenberg 
has just completed her night training 
with Elaine Gruber. ... Maxine Meyer 
did her folks an honor by visiting them 
for a week in Sheldon, Mo. She came 
back all smiles and reports that she had 
a swell time. ... Kathryn Owens had din- 
ner guests from Plattsmouth.... Fooled 
her, she did get her name in the Tele- 
phone News. ... Mary Ross and Betty 
Johnson had fun at the Ice Cycles... . 
Bonnie Biggs and Ardel Freudenberg 
were the lucky ones to see “The Break- 
fast Club”, featuring Don McNeil and 
Jack Owens. Lucky kids Miriam 
Rakes and husband spent a week-end in 
Talmage visiting relatives. . . . Velma 


Stock recently visited in Lincoln; Mr. 
and Mrs. Placek and Lillian Bader were 
Omaha visitors. Some people have all 
the good times. . . . By the way, yours 
truly promised to remember the Tele- 
phone Office of Shubert. Maxine Meyer 
and Betty Balfour visited the one posi- 
tion switchboard and had an interesting 
conversation with the Chief Operator, 
Mrs. Sailors. She doesn’t often get her 
name in the News, so we promised to 
mention her . . . So There!! 


Milford 
Velda Williams spent a day shopping 
in Lincoln recently. Stella Sowers 
spent three days at Ord, Nebraska, vis- 
iting. 
Plattsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 
Miss Pearl Sutton was transferred to 
Weeping Water as Evening Chief Op- 
erator. ... Miss Elizabeth Edwards is 
on the sick list. . . . Miss Rose Janda 
and Miss Eileen Chase were in Omaha 
shopping January 8. ... Mrs. Hilda 
Johanns was in Omaha, January /7, 
shopping. 
Seward 
Helen Gre‘nauer, Correspondent 
News is pretty scarce 
around the Seward office 
at this writing, but we will 
see what we can scrape up 
... The Plant Department 
has a new man—Michael 
J. Danaher, who previous- 
ly worked at Columbus 
and David City. Good luck 
to you! ... We also have a 
new face in the Traffic 
Department —a_ Southern 
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This picture of the office 
at Cook was taken a few 
weeks before the recent 
cutover. Shown at the board 
are Ida Townsend, who has 
served the community for 
many years as chief oper- 
ator, and her assistant, Miss 
Wanda Remmers. The 
townspeople at Cook re- 
cently honored Mrs. Town- 
send at a party given as 
an indication of their ap- 
preciation of her faithful 
and efficient service. 
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girl with a lovely Southern accent, Ann 
Hutson. Welcome to our Plug-Pushers 
clan. ... We are looking forward to a 
great day—Martha Merz, Assistant Chief 
Operator, has said she was going to treat 
us on her birthday, February 6. We are 
waiting, “Mertie’”. Eleanore Schutz spent 
the week-end visiting her folks at Elwood. 


Syracuse 


Iona Pieper, Correspondent 


The New Year greets us with a nice 
blanket of snow, but Mrs. Bock must 
have found her way through the snow 
drifts OK, as she arrived to work on time 
New Years morning. ... Mrs. Dettmer 
and her husband discovered walking 
wasn’t crowded, when New Years Day 
their “jalopy” decided to quit running 
about thirty miles from home. No 
doubt walking wasn’t too successful, as 
Mr. Ernst discovered Mrs. Dettmer ab- 
sent from work the next day. ... Gloria 
Wellman, Alice France and Aldean 
Steinhoff attended the Ice Cycles dur- 
ing their performance in Omaha. 

Mrs. Lockhart spent a recent week-end 
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Salutations of ‘“Merry Christmas, 


traffic and commercial girls at Hastings. 


visiting in Omaha and on January 20th, 
went to Nebraska City to spend the 
afternoon with her Mother, who was 
celebrating her birthday. ... The Burr 
subscribers had their new dial telephones 
installed this month. ... A former Syra- 
cuse manager, Mr. Meredith Morgan of 
Eagle, Colorado, pleasantly surprised us 
with a short visit Tuesday, January 20 

Miss Windels’ niece and husband 
and little daughter from Gunther, Okla- 
homa, have been visiting her this past 
week. 


Tamora 


Mrs. Leona Geseking, Chief Operator, 
was visiting in Utica for a week. 
Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 
Kathryn Miller of the Traffic Depart- 
ment had her tonsils removed January 
8. She is getting along fine and is back 
at work. ... Joyce Hladik recently at- 
tended a wedding in Wahoo... . On the 
evening of January 14, a party was given 
in honor of Margaret Holka, Assistant 
Chief Operator. The group attended a 
movie and lunch was enjoyed later. 


Weeping Water 


Miss Fern Davis, Miss Addalene Lor- 
ensen and Mr. Gray visited the Platts- 


mouth office December 10... . Eleanor 
Lane visited in Nebraska City, January 
i4. ... Addalene Lorensen was in Lin- 


coln, January 7, visiting and shopping 

Shirley Hutchinson visited in Lin- 
coln, January 19. Alice Peterson 
visited her father who is very ill at the 


Methodist Hospital :n Omaha. 


Happy Yuletide,””’ and such 
were flying thick and fast on the occasion of this party of the 
Unfortunately the pic- 


Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 
Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


This department has been so busy the 
past month no one has had time to get 
into any mischief. So they tell us. Nat- 
urally we have our own ideas about the 
above statement. Now there’s acrobat 
Boshart, for instance, who found time 
to take a somersault after slipping on 
the ice one day. Then there are those two 
horsewomen, Ost and Becker, who keep 
dreaming of warm days in June when 
they will be able to resume activities at 
the stables. In addition there’s Doris 
Glock who decided she wanted bangs so 
took to cutting her own hair. ... The 
Electa Chapter of the Eastern Star has 
installed Clara Jones as its Treasurer. 
We’re wondering whether she wouldn’t 
be interested in setting up a loan de- 
partment??? ... Eunice Bailey is taking 
the advice of Grizzly Bear and _ hiber- 
nating for ten days. We certainly envy 
you on these cold mornings, Eunice. ... 
That loud scream you heard the other 
morning came from Martha Dietrich in 
the Addressograph Section. She “ound 
a dead mouse in an envelope addressed 
to her. Busy working, they say. ... Har- 
old Brady spends his after office hours 
putting a girls’ volley ball team thru 
practice drills and games. . . . Lorraine 
Vicek and Gladys Holscher are wearing 
sparklers which forecast a matrimonial 
future. . . . Irene Siefert and Vernon 
Hermann took their vows at Trinity 
Lutheran Church on the 25th of January. 
We're wishing them many years of hap- 
piness together. ... It’s rumored one of 
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ture was received too late for our Christmas feature last month. 
However, because the group abounds with good looking girls we 
feli that the picture just had to be published. 


the girl’s has artificial bangs. Now let’s 
not puli each other’s hair to find out 
who it is.... The Accounts Unit boasts 
of two new employees, namely, Geraldine 
Burge and Betty Homan. We welcome 
you girls and hope you will enjoy your 
stay with us. ... The Engineering De- 
partment seemingly hasn’t strayed from 
that “beaten path’. We've’ decided 
they’re keeping their New Year’s reso- 
lutions to the letter. All but Bud Eden, 
who let Roger Ghormley talk him into 
buying a basement full of the latest in 
laundry equipment. ... Car dealer Cane 
is commuting in a shiny new Pontiac 
these days. Dick Hansen claims 
Hastings is a heathen exchange—they 
haven’t been converted yet. ...M. W. 
Franklin was a Blood Donor for Johnny 
Backstrom’s aunt who was seriously 
burned when a fire destroyed the apart- 
ment in which she was living. . . . Esther 
Gushard recently took over the position 
formerly filled by Dona Dell. Dona 
has taken up household duties... . Just 
in case you’ve been wondering who those 
fellows are that have been walking 
around asking questions and gathering 
all sorts of information, they’re the au- 
ditors from Kansas City and they answer 
to the names of Virgil Sheffield, Walt 
Sutton 2nd Tom McVeigh. 


Cafeteria and General 
Traffic 
By Betty Hansen 


The Cafeteria crew were happy to see 
one of their old friends, Betty Obert. 
She came up to see the “New Look” in 
the cafeteria. We got a very nice com- 


pliment from her. Minnie Steeber 
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was glad to go home January 26 and find 
her mother waiting for her. Her mother 
lives in Garlend, Nebraska. . . . Mr. 
Carlson also had visitors when he went 
home after work. They were squirrels, 
end they were having a nice supper on 
his venetian blinds. . . . Congratulations 
to Richard Hobson and Paul Henson 
of the General Traffic office who were 
graduated from the University of Ne- 
braska with Bachelor of Science degrees. 
Their respective fields of knowledge 
were mechanical engineering and elec- 
trical engineering. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


We can see right now where this col- 
umn is going to get shorter and shorter 
(if that’s possible)—you see we lost our 
biggest source of grape vine material. 
Teresa Cain transferred to the Local 


Commercial a couple of weeks ago. All 
kidding aside we will miss her and hope 
she likes her new office home. Another 
transfer this month netted us a member 
to the department—that is Walter T. 
Nyden, transferred to us from the Serv- 
ice Department. Other new employees 
this month include H. Frey and L. Kist- 
ler working here in Lincoln, C. Semple 
workinz with George Hansen, R. W. 
Eddy, wno joined P. A. Wilkinson’s gang 
and R. Obermeyer, a new member of E. 


Eichenour’s crew. ... D. Knudson and 
R. L. West left us this month to seek 
their fortunes elsewhere. . . . We wish 


Tommy Hedges lots of success in his 
new capacity as Construction Foreman. 
The Hedges have moved to Hastings 
where Tommy will headquarter. ... Don 
Jones and Floyd Rowlison have also 
moved to Hastings where they will make 
up a part of our third crew in that area. 


Supply Department 


Ramona Wendland, Associate Editor 


The main event of the month in the 
Supply Department was the marriage of 
Charles Hansen to Ruth Huffer. It 
caused quite a furor due to the fact that 
Charles hadn’t said a thing of his inten- 
tions. He knew, of course, that his life 
wouldn’t be worth a wooden nickle when 
he returned to work, and it wasn’t. Elab- 
orate measures were taken to see that 
he received the ovation that he deserved. 
After this he’ll know better than to 
leave us out of his plans. We do wish 
the couple every happiness though. They 
were married January 9, 1948, in Man- 
ley, Nebraska, and are making their 
home in Lincoln. ... Let’s go backwards 
from marriage to engagements. Dean 
Hobson, of the warehouse force, re- 
ported to work after the New Year’s 
holiday and sheepishly admitted that he 


Mid-Season Bowling Champs 


We’re certain that everyone will be overjoyed 
to know that the General Commercial team topped 
the field as champions of the first half of the cur- 
rent bowling season at Lincoln. Everyone on the 
team readily admits that athletic ability, deter- 
mination and team spirit were the principal fac- 
tors which accounted for the achievement. The 
boys came through with 28 wins out of the last 36 
games to climb from tenth place to a tie for first 
place with the Accounting team. A play-off for 
top honors went to the General Commercials. The 
Collectors ended up in the third spot. 


In the Ladies league the Disbursement team 
chalked up 30 wins and 21 losses which placed 
them at the top of the heap. Trailing were the 
Revenue, Commercial and Traffic aggregations in 


that order. 
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(Above) Sharpshooters of the keglers 
who waded through all opposition during 
the first half the bowling sez2son at Lin- 
ccln to annex the crown in the ladies’ di- 
vision. Left to right, Mary Dietrich, Flor- 
ence Tatman, Ruth Marrow, Alice Hob- 
son and Alvina Miller. Mrs. Tatman is dis- 
playing what she alleges is her favorite 
Ltowling bell. 


LDP Br 


(Left) You can tell that they are ath- 
letes jusi by looking at them. Other mem- 
bers of the league claim that one gets the 
same impression when the wind is in the 
richt direction. Be that as it may, we pre- 
sent herewith without apoloyzy or hesita- 
tion the team which readily admits that 
they are the best bowlers in the league. 
Left to right, seated, Bedric Wanek and 
Merle Hale; stending, Ken Lawson, Joe 
Hartley, A. B. Gorman, J. S. Jackson and 
George Wealroth. 


was now an engaged man. He insists that 
the event took place after 1948 was 
ushered in, thus meking it leap year, but 
it is Our opinion that Dean asked the 
vital question in the last minutes of 
old 1947. Well, which ever way it was, 
Dean doesn’t look at all unhappy about 
the entanglement. We can’t get a wed- 
ding date out of him so we’ll have to 
report on that later. . . . Floyd Henson, 
who has been working part time in the 
warehouse while attending the univer- 
sity, has left us to take a position with 
the Stromberg-Carlson Company in 
Rochester, New York. Floyd graduates 
this month and is very happy about his 
future. We hate to see him leave but 
we are glad to see this opportunity of- 
fered him. .. . The Supply Department 
desks are going through a face-lifting 
process. Each desk is being refinished in 
the repair shop by Ray Sherman, and 
he is doing a wonderful job. They all 
look just like new. ... Glenn Obert, for- 
merly of the General Repair Shop, has 
been transferred to the Service Depart- 
ment. We wish Glenn all the luck in his 
new job. Oscar Lewis, also of the 
Repair Shop, has been off recently due 
to illness but is back now almost as chip- 
per as ever. Oscar is missed by all when 
not present every day. ... Ben Fer- 
guson, of the warehouse, looks very 
happy these days due to the fact that 


Harry Gore, service engi- 
neer of the Lincoln busi- 
ness office, inspects the 
completed installation of 
the new dial P. B. X. at 
Fred S. Sidles Motors, Inc. 


his daughter, Mary Lou, 
was married recently, thus 
making Benny a father- 
in-law. We make it sound 
as though he was glad to 
be rid of a daughter but 
it was the other way 
around; he was happy 
about gaining a son.... 
Don Aydelott, of the Mo- 
tor Vehicle Department, is 
beaming these days, also, 
because he is a grandpa. 
We mentioned that he 
ought to be passing out 
cigars rather than smoking 
that ancient old thing he 
insists on calling a pipe. 
The new grandson’s name 
is Donald Henry Hanson 
and the proud parents 
couldn’t be any more so 
than Don is... . The Ga- 
rage Repair Shop is sport- 
“ng new fluorescent fix- 
tures, which are very nice. 
Their installation certainly 
didn’t go unnoticed as it 
involved the nearest thing 
to blasting. All of this, 
going on below Mr. Stras- 
ser’s office, caused a minor. earth- 
quake. Mr. Strasser weaved out of his 
office, concerned about those in the 
outer office when he was the one who 
had to take the punishment. ’Iwas 
thought that his chair would have to be 
nailed to the floor to avoid having the 
“ship in a rough sea” effect but other 
than being slightly hoarse from shouting 
over his telephone he shows no ill effects. 
. .. The Motor Vehicle Department re- 
cently received two 114 ton trucks from 
Cleveland, Ohio, where they have been 
for quite some time awaiting bodies. 
They are welcome additions, indeed. ... 
The quonset type building, which has 
been under construction just to the east 
of the warehouse, is what we consider 
completed as it enjoyed a “house warm- 
ing’ recently when it was initiated as 
car storage space. The addition of this 
storage space will remove a few gray 
hairs from Harry Smith’s head. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


If you’ve never ever felt like a sardine 
we suggest you drop around to the L. 
Com’'l. where you can find some thirty 
folks packed into one small room. How- 
ever, it is a convenient way to get truly 
acquainted with one another. We won’t 
complain much though as we begged for 
this remodeling for some time and the 
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final results are being looked upon with 
great expectation. . . . Mrs. Gertrude 
Holmes experienced a most unpleasant 
mishap when she was met at an inter- 
section very suddenly by another car. 
After crashing into a fireplug, the car 
was brought to a prompt halt, leaving 
Gertrude with a _ broken nose, cuts, 
bruises, and two very black eyes. 
News has been received concerning a 
new baby girl that made her first ap- 
pearance into the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Elmer Maser (Mary Ann Hedstrom) on 
January 26th. . We again have the 
privilege of introducing and welcoming 
a new member, Teresa Cain, to our 
force. We hope your stay will be long 
and pleasant, Terry. Two other new 
employees in the Collection Department 
are Ralph Damkroger and Richard Mc- 
Daniel. We welcome you fellows, too. 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Those to take their vacation in our 
department before the year 1947 ended 
were: Art Albers, Jerry Miller, Norris 
Hammond, Ed Piper, Ray Clinton, and 
“yours truly”. Carl Keester spent his 
three weeks visiting his daughter in Los 
Angeles, California. ...E. L. Martin has 
been absent for several days due to hav- 
ing trouble with his arm and shoulder. 
We hope to see you back on the job soon, 
Murph. . . . Newcomers we welcome to 
our department are Miss Grace Glass 
and Miss Velma Waters, who will be 
working on the Service Board; and Glenn 
Obert who has been transferred from 
the Shop to the Service Department... . 
Among visitors to the Lincoln Offices in 
December were Clell and Willard John- 
son. Both were switchroom employees 
about 25 years ago. Clell came from 
California and Willard from New Jer- 
sey to attend the funeral of their mother. 
... We are sorry to report the death of 
Jacob Albert, night custodian on second 
floor, which occurred Jan. 26, after he 
suffered a stroke, Saturday, January 24. 
.. . Our congratulations to Jess Ellis who 
is now a proud grandpa. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Among those attending the ice show 
at Omaha were Virginia Stiles, Darlene 
Gans, Ruth Furry, Barbara Blockwitz, 
Dorothy Nelson, Lillian Schafer, Annetta 
Griess and Doris Sutton. Annetta and 
Doris report quite an unsual experience, 
in which they were really the center of 
attraction when two clowns skating 
around and throwing water at each other, 
aimed the buckets at them. The big 
spotlights played on them and as the 
contents struck them, amid screams, they 
thought their moment of drowning had 
come, but found themselves literally 
covered with rice krispies! .. . Bernice 
Itzen enjoyed a visit with her family at 


Gilead and helped celebrate her father’s 
birthday, January 25th. . .. As Betty 
Russell was working on inward one day, 
she answered a signal from a distant op- 
erator connected with. Russell, Kansas, 
and was met with the query, “Are you 
Russell?” She nearly answered “Yes,” 
but collected herself in time to answer 


correctly. ... Linda Bartels spent a few 
days at the home of her fiance’s parents 
in Taylor. . .. Darlene Gans loves gra- 


ham cracker pie and she also loves be- 
ing left at home alone to try out her fa- 
vorite recipes, which she did recently, 
when her parents were gone. A huge, 
beautiful pie resulted from her efforts, 
but she couldn’t await the family’s return 
to “test it”. A sick girl greeted their ar- 
rival. ... Bonnie Roberts went to Omaha 
to attend “Breakfast in Hollywood”... 
We were reminded of the old nursery 
rhyme which portrays one of its char- 
acters with “one shoe off and one shoe 
on” when we saw Mickey McCracken 
just so attired, at work! You see Mickey 
(when in the mood) sometimes makes 
“flying jumps”, one of which she made 
one night getting into bed. All would 
have been well, had not one foot struck 
the side of the bed, with tremendous 
force, hence the painful limp which she 
carried for several days. Dorothy 
Grafton renewed old friendships in the 
Traffic Department last week... . Linda 
Bartels likes occasionally to depart from 
the beaten path and do something dif- 
ferent, for instance, like applying brown 
polish to her black shoes. . . . Mr. and 
Mrs. Orville Lenz are the proud parents 
of a baby girl, Mariana Beth, born Jan- 
uary 13. Mrs. Lenz will be remembered 
by all as the former Frances Peterson. 
... A certain girl of our midst, whose 
Prince Charming is a farmer, is more 
than anxious to learn all about farming 
——but there is so much to learn! When 
one of the girls, worldly-wise about 
farming, in enumerating the many chores 
mentioned “bringing in the cobs’, Ann 
said, “Why what kind of animal is that?” 
... Virginia and Donna Mountain visited 
in Mankato, Minnesota, over the week- 
end. . . . Students—What supervisor 
most often diligently cleans her green 
pencil, leaving tell-tale evidence on her 


hands, the supervisor stand, etc. ... Dar- 
lene Johannes visited her sister in Fair- 
bury. . . . Evelyn Vinkenberg reports 


(or anyhow we heard) that the visit 
which her boy friend and she made to 
Hebron as dinner guests of her mother, 
was, to say the least, eventful! Some 
miles from their destination the car 
stuck in the mud and refused to move, 
while they worked, being almost them- 
selves buried in the mucky earth, and 
Evelyn’s galoshes refusing to follow her. 
After two hours of work, and starving 
for the good Sunday dinner awaiting 
them, a kind-hearted farmer brought his 
tractor and pulled them out. ... Mrs. 


Iva Upton has been transferred in from 
Hastings. . . . New toll students are Shir- 
ley Schiebinger and Bonnie Edie, taught 
by Della Wilcox; Belva Goodin and Ber- 
dina Rau with De Lores Glover instruct- 
ing; Mrs. Henrietta Rushing and Gene- 
vieve Rueter, instructed by Wilma Wer- 
gin; and Darlene Huff taught by Cather- 
ine Cooley. New local girls are 
Mrs. Shirley Young, Mrs. Connie Zim- 
mer and Mrs. Virginia Hunt. ... We 
offer congratulations to Doris Peacock 
who was married to Earl Eastman, De- 
cember 28, at her home in Newport... . 
Also, to Iva Mae Thompson, who was 
united in marriage to William H. Upton 
at Hastings, at the First Methodist 
Church on December 21. ... Mrs. Dawn 
Guffey, formerly of our Traffic Depart- 
ment, visited us with her new baby girl. 


Southern District 
Ruth Haga, Associate Editor 
Beatrice 
Mable Wetins and Shirley Gish, 
Correspondents 

We are getting so used to seeing red 
noses, rosy cheeks and stiff fingers that 
we are beginning to think Nebraska has 
had some cold days—Ouch! Don’t hit 
me!! ... Don Young and Bob Wenzel 
went to Denver over the week-end. We’re 
wondering if this was a business or a 
pleasure trip. Several of our cus- 
tomers have asl7d who the bleary eyed 
clerk in our office is, end just why she 
looked so haprv—Our only exvlanation 
is that Norma Whittaker’s boy friend ar- 
tived home from the Navy after a year 
and a half overseas. Need we say more? 
. . . The Commercial Office was awek- 
ened this week when Frank Nevitt came 
running through. That “going to a fire” 
slogan came true for Frank 
because he was on his wsv 
to smother a fire in the 
waste basket in the ladies 
lounge. ... Wilma Bethel 
spent her vacation with 
her pgrents in McCook.... 
Lois Ideus and Donna 
Willcoxen are new girls. 
We are glad to have you 
with us. .. . Hettie Elms- 
hauser returned to work 
Jenuery 16 after an ex- 
tended absence. It is nice 
to have you back, Hattie 
... Mildred Schmidt spent 
a few days in Kansas with 
her parents. 

Dorchester 


Irene Hampp of Beaver 
Crossing visited the Dor- 
chester office this month. 


The annual inventory 
means a lot of work and 
time for the Supply Depart- 
ment. Checking a supply 
of number 12 wire are Nel- 
son Lieveld, Dean Hobson 
and Charles Hansen. 
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Fairbury 


Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


Jack Caley has returned from Lincoln 
General Hospital after a second opera- 
tion and is reported to be coming along 
nicely. ... Mandane Reid spent a week- 
end in Lincoln visiting friends. . . . Dor- 
cal Slater, Annabelle Stocker and Mary 
Jackson were recent Lincoln visitors. .. . 


Edna Schoerock has had visitors from 
North Loup. 


Friend 
LaVina McElroy, Correspondent 
Mrs. Clara Craig is spending a couple 
of months in the heat of California. . 
Dorothea Heckman spent a week end in 
Omaha visiting selatives. 


Humboldt 


Martella Williamson, Correspondent 


The other day Emma Lee King was 
SO preoccupied that she came to work 
with her apron on! ... Betty Lou Herr 
had the misfortune of falling while roller 
skating and injured her right arm. ... 
She was able to return to work after a 
couple of days. ... Mary Meister spent 
a recent week-end in Lincoln. 


Tecumseh 


Mary Estes, Correspondent 


Miss Wanda Remmers of Cook has 
been transferred to our Tecumseh ex- 
change. She was formerly an operator at 
Cook. ... We bid farewell to Mrs. Pearl 
O’Hehir who has been transferred to 
Lincoln. 


Wilber 
LaVina McElroy, Correspondent 


Anna Aden, Norma Fort and Lillie 
Labart were Lincoln visitors this month. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Fairmont 


The Fairmont force sprung a surprise 
on Virginia Beker on her birthday, De- 
cember 4, when they assembled in 
Mrs. Patrick’s (Chief Operator) liv- 
ing room end presented her with a 
pretty birthday cake and fine gifts. The 
surprised look on Virginia’s face was 
really worth the effort. Fairmont 
operators had a Christmas party on De- 
cember 22, and each one found two or 
more gifts around the tree. The tele- 
phone force received several pounds of 
lovely candy from patrons, also many 
pretty cards. Mrs. Patrick, Chief 
Operator, had a birthday on January 1, 
and the office force presented her with 
a dozen red roses and a set of Hasko 
trays. They brought ice cream and a 
birthday cake and served it with coffee. 


Geneva 


Betty Schupbach, Correspondent 


Many boxes of candy, letters, and 
cards were received by the Geneva force 
from patrons of the company. ... Helen 
Hillyer, the Night Operator, had relatives 
visiting her from Litchfield, Nebraska 
... Phyllis Most spent January Ist and 
2nd in Lincoln visiting with her family 
end her sister who lives in Denver... . 
Hazel Drummond, of the Traffic Depart- 
ment, visited a friend in Lincoln on 


January 13. ... Helen Adermann, Chief 
Operator, shopped in York on January 
10th. ... Emma Ebbeka of the traffic 


department had a good reason for her 
absence from work one day. She couldn’t 
talk. Talking is an operator’s main asset. 
... Eva Kapke, night operator at Sew- 
ard, visited in Geneva on December 
28th. . . . Miss Metcalf arrived in 
Geneva on January 15 for a short visit 

Mrs. DeVee Mitchell, an operator 
from Wilbur, Washington, came into the 
Geneva office to see how the switch- 
board was operated and all the other 
particulars of our Traffic Department... . 
Hazel Drummond was under the weather 
with en attack of flu on December 
29th to january 3rd. 


Arriving back on the job 
after taking the fatal 
plunge, Charles Hansen of 
the Supply Department 
found that his pals in the 
cffice had spared no effort 
in giving him a royal re- 
ception. Rollie Winders ap- 
parently is getting a big 
kick out of watching 
Charles’ reactions. 


Hebron 
Mrs. Janice Kripal, Correspondent 
Miss Evelyn Dankenbring has been 
training to become the cashier at Hebron. 
Mrs. Janice Kripal, present cashier, plans 
to resign about February 1. 


Harvard 
Mrs. Elta Fishback, of the Harvard 
Traffic Department, has returned to 
work from a leave of absence. ... Mrs. 
Marie Hamburger attended the Ice 
Cycles at Omaha recently. 


Hastings 


Aletha Bennet and Mary Dickerson, 
Correspondents 


Here it is 1948 and imagine Leap 
Year (Good luck, girls!) with Christmas 
and New Years over, and now we settle 
back to work?? ... We are hoping to 
see Irene Jurgensmeier back soon after 
recovering from her recent operation. 
. .. Patricia Harkins seems to have quite 
a few bruises. Pat, don’t you think 
it would be a much better idea if the 
car were driven by an experienced driver 
who has complete control so the car 
won't go off the road? How about that, 
Pat?? ... Wedding bells seem to be the 
element that has been ringing the loud- 
est in the Traffic Department this new 
year. First of all we would like to con- 
gratulate Freida Hoffman and Iva Mae 
Thompson. Freida Hoffman has retired 
to be a housewife and Iva Mae has been 
transferred to Lincoln where she will 
continue working. Good luck to you both 
. . . Congratulations are also in order for 
Betty Kuhn, Lois Lindstrom, and Betty 
Bennett. . . . Coralee Utecht and Arlyiss 
Beirow are having a hard time keeping 
their eyes on the lights at the switch- 
board, there seems to be something 
more brilliant on the third finger, left 
hand. Congratulations girls! ... New 
students on toll are Florence Grosshans 
and Carolee Utecht. When asked 
about being on the toll board and how 
she was getting along, “Flossie” Gross- 
hans answered very innocently, “Very 
well today. Today is my day off.” ... 
While hunting and fishing last week-end 
Kay Arnold shot a turtle with her new 


gun. . . . We wish to welcome Donna 
Johnson, Dolores Ries, and Shirley Ann 
Adams as new local students. ... We 
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thought we had heard all the stories com- 
ing and going abovt walking off with 
the other gent’s co2t, but none tops the 
one about Ralph Wait, District Clerk. 
It seems thet Ralph went over the other 
night to run up his bowling average and 
in the process of saying goodbye picked 
up his coat (wall he thought it was his ) 
and threw it over his arm and then went 
merrily on his wey with his companions 
to a local cafe and sat, ate, and talked 
until it was time to go home. Well, Ralph 
went over to the rack to get his coat but 
there wasn’t eny that resembled his and 
so he looked all over and decided it was 
time to call the management to report 
his stolen coat. He telked to the man- 
ager and demanded that he find his coat, 
in a polite way, of course. So the story 
goes Ralph went back to the bowling 
alley and slowly replaced the “other 
gent’s” coat and retrieved his own. We 
don’t know how red Ralph’s face was 
when he discovered his mistake but we 
certainly do pity one person, the res- 
taurant manager who nearly went crazy 
looking every place for Ralph’s “Stolen 
Coat.” 
Ohiowa 

Bess Nippert, Ohiowa Chief Operator, 
flew to Vallisca, Iowa, to spend Christ- 
mas holidays with her son. Belle Sims 
worked as a relief while she was gone.... 
Louise Dunse, an operator at Ohiowa, 
now has a daughter-in-law; her son, Ivan, 
was married to Patricia Schmale at De- 
Witt, Nebraska, on January 4, 1948. 


Polk 


We have several shoppers this month. 
Clara Anderson of the Traffic Depart- 
ment spent a day in York. . . . Corine 
Carlson spent two days in Lincoln and 
Joyce Jones spent January 15 in Grand 
Island. . . . Bethel King spent January 
9, 10 and 11 in Scottsbluff visiting. 

Superior 
Max'ne Chambers, Correspondent 

Nyla Edgar of Webber, Kansas, is a 
new employee in the Traffic Depart- 
ment. . .. Margie Alexander and Nell 
Williams have resigned. Margie is just 
going to take care of her household and 
Nell is going back to Alabama to be mar- 
ried. . . . Ruth Workman has resigned 
her position as clerk in the Commercial 
Department and is going to attend col- 
lege in Hastings. ... The flu bug has 
certainly been doing his share of dam- 
age around here. Mr. Kubat is ill. Mrs. 
Wilford, our janitress, just returned after 
several days absence, and several from 
the Traffic Department had to miss work 
also. 


York 
Norma Schneider, Correspondent 
Well, the holiday season is over and 
almost forgotten, what I mean by that 
is, everyone but June Henning has almost 
forgotten. She has a very good reason 
for remembering for she became engaged 
a few days before Christmas. Her eyes 


made the Christmas tree lights look dull 
(that is when the lights worked). Con- 
gratulations and good luck! ... Mae 
Zarr started the New Year out with a 
bang. She is home now with measles. 
Only three day measles but we’re sure 
she feels even that is too long ... Our 
new toll students are Alice Lind and 
Bernice Heiden. . . . Arideen Rhoads has 
been in the hospital at Omaha since be- 
fore Christmas. She is out now and 
looking wonderful. Her new mouton coat 
certainly doesn’t detract from her ap- 
pearance. ... June Henning also started 
out the new year with a brand new beau- 
tiful mouton coat. Oh, you lucky girls! 
... Do you believe in miracles? If you 
didn’t before you will when you have 
read this. Mildred Heiden was seen the 
other day, and she for the first time, 
wasn’t giggling! . . Jean Harter has 
made a half-way New Year’s resolution. 
She resolves not to worry anymore, es- 
pecially about money. Luree McCarty 
says, “I haven’t any money to worry 
about”. ... Revenge is sweet so someone 
quoted. The Seward Chief Operator sent 
Mrs. Pflughaupt a package with two 
sticks of gum in it, in this way trying to 
get even for a trick Mrs. Pflughaupt had 
played on her 20 years before. Unknow- 
ingly, Mrs. Pflughaupt gave the gum to 
the business office girls and George 
Mehuron. It was trick gum and so hot 
they couldn’t chew it. Probably when 
the Chief Operator at Seward hears of 
this she will say, “Oh! Curses, foiled 
again,” and start to think of another way 
in which to get even... . Artie Bowen 
became a walking bank the other day. 
She found a check in the amount of 
$1,600.00. “Honest Artie” returned the 
check and received a reward. And do 
you know how much she received??? Are 
you sitting down? She received the 
amount of $1.00 reward. Yes, that is 
right, $1.00. Someone said “Crime 
doesn’t pay.” According to this, neither 
does honesty. 


The communications industry has 
the fewest number of disabling in- 
juries per million man-hours worked, 
according to the National Safety 
Council, and the lumbering industry 
has the most. 


Classified Column 


C'assified ads will be inserted free of 
charge for active or pensioned employees. 
mit of 50 words per ad. Send copy in 
writing by the 1st of the month preced- 
ing issue to Editor, Lincoln Telephone 
News at Lincoln. The “News” accepts no 
responsibility for statements made and 
reserves the right to edit the copy and 
limit insertions to meet space require- 
ments. 


Apartment Wanted 
Three room furnished or unfurnished 
apartment. Anyone knowing of a vacancy 
please notify Charles Hansen, Supply 
Department, Lincoln. 


HOW WE STAND 


Orders held because of lack of facilities and telephones: 


1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 
PUA TE eats ee ta 813 673 854 799 
Pebriaiy 1 siiscsccwtasnsctes L122 764 891 594 
DT he ao cee ena 1388 861 1043 
PGI, Soenaeeetinseeaea eae 1509 838 1047 
1. Ce eee nn 1267 800 
POMS Aiiniseoet doguccccanuteeveces 1356 788 1103 
Pee gated 1477 902 1084 
Pras even coos ace: 1640 943 1100 
PEPteMIDer “Lieddnee ets 631 1697 821 1106 
(JCEODEl “Aesso 546 1027 831 1167 
ioverner fcc. wees 545 1143 850 1386 
December 1. cnc aa 680 769 952 1215 
STATION GAIN SINCE JANUARY 1, 1948..200000000000002o... 372 


Total Stations in Service 1-31-48 


Benefit Claims Paid 


pee following claims were paid by 


the Telephone Employees Mu- 
tual Benefit Association during the 
month of January: 


Primary members: Betsy Ann Mc- 
Collum, Hastings Traffic Depart- 
ment, $9.00; Norma J. Schneider, 
York Traffic Department, $150.00; 
Jo Ann Norvell, Auburn Traffic 
Department, $14.00. 


Dependents: Mrs. B. D. Pattison, 
Lincoln, $56.25; Mrs. P. J. Guelker, 
Lincoln, $172.50: Gene Docekal, 
David City, $79.69; Mrs. H. W. 
Stroup, Lincoln, $13.50; Mrs. C. E. 
Cummings, Lincoln, $12.75. 


Ee es 


BINGO! ! 
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SUMMARY OF 
ANNUAL REPORT 


Made to the Department of Banking, 
State of Nebraska by the Lincoln Tele- 
phone Employes Co-operative Credit Asso- 
ciation of Lincoln, Nebraska, at the close 
of business December 31, 1947. 


RESOURCES 
Loans to Members...................0.......... $ 90,120.39 
Federal, State and Municipal 
POTS iccccccsaascicedussinticnt de kouwnaddagantsaesosbans 60,000.00 
Other Approved Investments........ 17,684.00 
Cash on Hand and Due from 
MNS eta tesa stance meteleieddavca deena Covecees 40,315.54 


Other Resources (Interest & 
Dividend Earned, not 


COMESCHCE) oscivcenccecicsecccenccsceseccecvssaceaes 481.42 
EF each leap ended rae bnonestins $208,601.35 
LIABILITIES 
Share Capital Paid In by 
MGM DENS © seciesl oeeickcorcncckc ties $ 30,481.38 
Deposits of Members........................ 173,483.00 
Guaranty Fund (Reserve for 
Contingencies) oo......... eee 2,699.71 
UNGIVIGSCE. POLS sonsscvcciidiniesccssvexgaves 464.68 
Other Liabilities (Special Re- 
serve $137.50, Interest Collected 
not Earned $1,335.08).................... 1,472.58 
ee OA! -oeeSss. 6 22csknd ccs armor coco scce ox tenets $208,601.35 


STATE OF NEBRASKA }.. 
County of Lancaster hee 


We, the President, the Secretary or 
Secretary-Treasurer, and a maiority of the 
Supervisory Committee of the Lincoln 
Telephone Employes Co-operative Credit 
Association of Lincoln, Nebraska, do sol- 
emnly swear that the foregoing statement 
of condition of the said association is true 


and correct, to the best of : ; 
and belief. our knowledge 


I. J. DEVOE 

H. W. POTTER 

F. M. STRASSER 
Supervisory Committee. 

F. E. BEHM, President. 

R. H. SPOHN, Secretary. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
29th day of January, 1948. 
H. GESSNER, 
Notary Public. 


My commission expires April 9, 1953. 


mH.” 
Bette ae Seth pattttits Stir 
ratte sith Wee Tiree fereetits cited Me Saat peeaeeeees Settee 
eeStttie Shits Wee ttt ttttseedd betel me tote Cotte tes Sete SY 
pterary torts Wee es ee eee cee Sots elt Sec cS ae 
: 
rsiyfgiy REI Bigisay Esse eee EERE 
Sige OBC OST ASQ (fs: 
2o0*, ssa S25stssess Hh etittte, “rrr 
soge pesescscosel Asis Macsecsesessss gross” 


. 
soft cscs Pageccssccepecesess 
sop Qecccegteoccessemecssecs 
ctr. Pe 
=. 
Hitnikiy Yo" Sew aS GHEE (a Were We OEE FESPe FEEL HEE Dorp: 
Hh ATT! ( EEN SW, a Sit MN Et theeerrs tt een Eettttitssett teefteeey tortttire: 
tg A iC ee, = EE bse ees 
oo We en +t Mee fttsttitih) ttitererr tite ttt bette s tbe to 
Petes peteeteitt) ttt ge Teed eee Ty 
it? Ae Wit, 


— tj, Geax , oe 
Cp —_ - = ? ~ - _—~ | aE — Lge ahs 
a ; ‘ LAS LEGS 


Prank Nevill NEAR WRECKED THE beh RICE COW Pe 

HERO OF THE MONTH 
lw Cveacny 
rq ! 


Lincoln Telephone News 


wl” QBS 
ae . 
“=~ 


om 
(4, Ves \ 
Ss ae 
LING NG ie ( f 


IN THE YORK TERMINAL ROOM, A Few DAYS AGO, LLO¥D 
CLEVELAND WAS LEANING FAR BACK AND WAVING HIS 
ARMS TO EMPHASIZE HIS REMARKS WHEN THE CHAIR. 
COLLAPSED IN A HEAP. THE AUDIENCE WALKED OUT 
AT THAT POINT, LEAVING CLEVELAND FLATON HIS ‘| CHILDREN(AGES 5 1 12.) HAD BEEN 
BACK, CONTEMPLATING THE SCENERY OF THE CEILING, J RIDING HIM ALL AFTERNOON. 


y= \ WAVE A CIGAR 7 [we 1 See Youve. 
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OUT WHY HE WAS UNABLE TO 
STICK TO THE BACK OF AN 
ANCIENT BRONCHO AFTER SEVERAL 


WHO WAS VICTOR IN A THREE-DA¥ VENDETTA UI 
“| RODENT HAD SLIPPED INTO THE TEE ie gah ere 
THE CARLSONS WENT AWAY FOR THE DAY. WHEN THEY RETURNED 
- | THAT NIGHT THEY FOUND THE PLACE IN SHAMBLES, LAMPS UPSET 
VENETIAN BLINDS GNAWED IN TWO, WINDOW FRAMES AND TABLE 

LEGS CHEWED To SAWDUST AND NUMEROUS OTHER CALAMITIES 
i ook A al) DISCOVER Tie CULPRIT AND Two DAYS To 
1 t EMO | 

ne es Sea Him FROM THE BASEMENT 


OO oe , 
LELAND HODGE, BEATRICE , GOES | SIE DAVE CULBERTSON 
BACKWARDS IN’COLD NEHER He Pian Gag |e es INTRODUCED 
HIS GLASSES FROM STEAMING OVER... HE WAS ra SOME 50 FOOT 
TRYING TO DEMONSTRATE THE PHENOMENON IN TOLL POLES AT GENEVA 
ENTERING A LOCAL CAFE THE OTHER DAY DURING THE RECENT 
| AND FELL FLAT ON HIS BACK JUST INSIDE, SLEET STORM 
THE DOOR paaanies 


DON AYDELOTT 15 HIGHLY INSULTED. . 
WHEN HE TRIED TO PASS OUT CIGARS To 
THE BOYS AT THE GARAGE IN HONOR OF 
HIS NEW) GRANDSON , HE WAS MET WITH 
FIRM REFUSALS ~ AND THE SUGGESTION 
THAT HE SMOKE ‘EM HIMSELF AND 
DITCH HI5 OLD AND POTENT PIPE. 
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WHY | WOULDNT CLIMB 
ONE OF THEM THINGS IF 


$+ g 
IMICKEY MECRACKEN, LINCOLN 
TRAFFIC, THINKS CLAUDE HELM MAY 
HAVE THE RIGHT IDEA. SHE, RLSO, 
FINDS IT MUCH MORE COMFORT- 

1 ABLE To WORK WITHOUT SHOES 
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WHEN BERT HUDDLESTONS WIFE LEFT FOR AVIS euronaay 
IT TO CALIFORNIA 

areal EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER HIS DIFFICULT IN WAKING Ff 

IME, ROY REID DASHED HOME-GOT HIS BANTAM ROOSTER 


GEORGE RAMSEY PUT SOME ZEST 


AND GAVE IT TO BERT--RESULTG GUARANTEED! 7 
CATER BERT Cee oe aus GURRANTEED TO DAYS | info THECAFETERIA SUPPER HOUR BY [| SINCE STUBBING HER B 
AND TRIED VAINLY 70 GWE Ret OCR HHS OUL. Faun | DROPPING HIS FULLY LORDED TRAY | | | AGAINST THE BED ONE No 
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CHICKEN: PARTE? LOOKING UP RECIPES FOR sion 


ASA WATERS THE WELL 
DRESSED ARCA COMMERCIAL 
MANAGER WAS HARD 
PRESSED TO EXPLAIN WHY 
H¢ WAS WALKING ABOUT 
THE CHER. AFTERNOON 
m WITH ft CAFETERIA 
SPOON PROTRUDING 
FROM HIS BRERST 
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WE NOMINATE, AS STAR OF THE 
EHOU, LINDA BARTELS LINCOLN, 
. IVE MOOD; SMEARE 
HER BLACK SHOES WItH ROL 
POLISH AND BUFFED THEM TO 
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Cecumseh Pial Operated 


At the stroke of ten o'clock on the 
~~ evening of February 21, County 
Judge William Schepman, of Tecum- 
seh, pushed the signal button which 
announced that the moment of the 
long-awaited cutover had arrived. 
In the terminal room of the new 
quarters a group of men were poised 
for the signal, and with a single mo- 
tion pulled the long string of spacers 
from between the contact points of 
the dial switching equipment. Across 
the street at the same instant another 
group, lined up in front of the old 


The honor of giving the signal which announced the 
was given to Judge W. M. Schepman. Observing the cere™” 
Burge, district manager; F. E. Behm, general plant sup@ 
George Walroth, directory and methods supervisor; Jame 
man; Tyler Ryan, area manager; Tom Wherry, prominen! 
editor of Tecumseh Chieftain; Dwight Putnam, Chamber 


satin teases pulled on the cords they 
held in theit hands, and long rows of 
heat coils popped from the protec- 
tors. A new era in Tecumsch’s tele- 
lL i ‘s 
phone history had begun. 

In the ne commercial office, an- 
other ceremony was taking place. 
Wherty> @ leading Tecumseh 


Tom 
basioesaman and brother to Senator 
i eeneth Wherry, lifted a handset 


radle and placed the first 
while Dwight Putnam, 
he Tecumseh Chamber 


from its C 
local call, 


president of mae 
of Commer dialed long distance. 


zero hour of the conversion 
ony are, left to right, Clyde 
yintendent; Judge Schepman; 
Persons, prominent business 
business man; Morris Stull, 
of Commerce president; and 


Richard Welch of the Automatic Electric Company. 


Months of preparation for the cutover 
are culminated in one short moment as the 
old equipment is cut out of service and 
the new dial switches and toll switch- 
board are placed in operation. 

The picture at left shows a portion of 
the new dial equipment with George 
Keith, district installation supervisor, 
ready to give the signal. Poised for the 
cut are, left to right, Ardell Robison, 
Ernest Barney, Robert Wohlberg and Bill 
Eckles. 

(Above) Ready to pull the heat coils 
from the old main frame are, left to 
right, Raymond Johnson, Harold Drake, 
Elvin Wait, Claude Clary, Ted Ray, Bob 
Wenzel and W. H. Husing, 


A few steps away, at the board, sat 
Mary Bornemeier, chief operator, 
awaiting the call, and soon she had 
completed it to Mr. Agee, at his 
home in Lincoln. 

Mr. Putnam told Mr. Agee that 
he thought it appropriate to call him 
in the first official long distance call 
to express the appreciation of the 
Chamber and the people of Tecum- 
sch for the fine new telephone sys: 
tem. Mr. Agee replied that the Com- 
pany was just as pleased to have the 
new system in operation, and com- 
plimented the subscribers for their 
patience during the several months 
delay while awaiting the arrival of 
some of the equipment necessary for 
the exchange’s completion. 

As the cutover was made there fol- 
lowed a few breathless seconds until 
the first calls began to course through 
the new equipment, but soon the 
switches were chattering happily 
away, and the trained ears of the 


. necgsnese cranes oes praca sake 


technicians sensed that all was well. 
An anxious moment came when a 
farm line subscriber gave the crank 
of his hand generator a lusty turn 
and the impulses traveled down the 
row of line finders like a stick along 
a picket fence, but he found he was 
getting nowhere with his crank and 
presumably dialed his number in the 
proper way. As the _ switchmen 
rushed about, checking equipment 
and looking for troubles that did not 
exist, their faces took on an expres- 
sion of disbelief as it became evident 
that the dream of a lifetime—a 


trouble-free cutover—had actually 
been accomplished. 

Such a thing is supposed to happen 
only in Never-Never Land and it was 
all the more unusual here because of 


(Above) Chief Operator Mary Bornemeier and Lois Epley at 
the new switchboard. Tecumseh is a toll center which handles 
toll calls for Tecumseh and 13 tributary points. 


(Right) It was almost like saying ‘goodbye’ to an old 
friend for Goldie Thompson as the manual board was deserted 
for the first time since 1969. She has been an operator at 
Tecumseh for many years and is widely known for her capable 


service and pleasant manner. 


(Below) The battery and power installation is a model of 
efficiency which would gladden the heart of any plant man. Dave 
Guthrie had much to do with this excellent installation. 


Se 


The first local call was made by Tom Wherry, prominent Tecumseh businessman. 
Dwight Putnam, president of Tecumseh’s Chamber of Commerce, placed the first long 
distance call to John H. Agee, our vice president and general manager, at Lincoln. 
Chief Operator Mary Bornemeier received and handled the call. A group of Company 
representatives as well as prominent business and civic leaders in Tecumseh witnessed 


the ceremony. 


the many details involved in the re- 
lationship and interconnection of the 
various outlying PAX systems lo- 
cated in nearby towns. All of John- 
son County is now dial operated and 
Tecumseh is the 
focal point for the 
52 trunk and toll 
circuits of the net- 
work. This is the 
first of the 22 


conversion are 


counties served by our Company to 
be completely converted to dial serv- 
ice. 

The decision and plans for Tecum- 
seh’s conversion date back several 
years, but it was not until the sum- 
mer of 1946 that the ground was 
broken for the new exchange build- 
ing. A tremendous amount of labor 


(Continued on page 8) 


(Below) A homey and comfortable atmosphere pervades the 
operators’ attractively appointed lounge. Relaxing after the 
Goldie Thompson, Miriam Carter, Jerrie 


Murphy and Mary Estes. 
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Tecumse 


ee the county seat of 
Johnson County, was laid out by 
John Maulden in 1856, and was one 
of the first inland settlements estab- 
lished by the land-hungry pioneers 
in their surge west of the Missouri. 
The town was first named ‘“Fran- 
ces,” in honor of the wife of Col. 
Richard M. Johnson, for whom the 
county was named, but a year later 
it became “Tecumseh,” for the great 
Indian chief who was killed by Col- 
onel Johnson in the battle of the 
Thames in 1813. The county seat 
was established by an act of the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature in February, 1857. 

Although the town can lay proper 
claim to the distinction of being one 
of the oldest in the state, its initia- 
tion to the utility of the telephone 
was unaccountably delayed for many 
years. No plausible reason suggests 
itself for neglecting to develop the 
telephone industry in this area. The 
field was fertile and ripe, the county 
well settled and prosperous. It may 
have been that the Bell Company 
was hard pressed to provide service 
and expansion in those towns where 
it had already begun operations, for 
it was not until the late ’nineties that 
the telephone made its first appear- 
ance in Tecumseh —twenty years 
after the industry was established in 
Nebraska. 

Until shortly before this time the 
Bell interests had been in complete 


control of the industry. Their patent 
rights to the electric speaking tele- 
phone had been repeatedly upheld in 
the courts of the land and the spur 
of competition had not been laid 
upon them. It was only natural that 
a type of service would be offered 
which would bring the greatest re- 
turn on their investment; hence they 
built no rural lines and town sub- 
scribers, business telephones  in- 
cluded, were furnished only party- 
line service. Operators and main- 
tenance men were not yet tutored in 
the niceties of customer contacts and 
connections through the magneto 
board were—more often than not— 
of inferior quality. Such were the 
conditions in Tecumseh when, in 
1906, an independent company was 
organized from local capital and built 
a competing exchange in the town. 
The story of the telephone in the 
first decade of the twentieth century 
is not only one of tremendous de- 
velopment, but also one of intense 
bitterness of competition. Regula- 
tory bodies were only beginning to 
be set up in most states, and all was 
fair in the war. High feeling perme- 
ated the employee ranks of both the 
Tecumseh companies and their con- 
struction crews would frequently en- 
gage in fights. The spirit of the con- 
flict extended to the people of the 
community and, in the early years of 
the battle, the liveliest topic of back- 


h lelephone History 


fence gossip was the respective mer- 
its of the two telephone systems. 
Individuals who didn’t have a cent 
invested in either company took vio- 
lent sides in the argument. 

What happened in Tecumseh was 
similar to the struggle which took 
place in many other communities. 
When the independent company be- 
gan operations they installed a com- 
mon battery exchange, built farm 
lines and used the latest type of 
equipment. The townspeople were 
enthusiastic and it was not long be- 
fore the new company, with its six 
hundred subscribers, were in almost 
complete control of the situation. But 
the Bell people were old campaigners 
and were not so easily put to route. 
Soon they had rebuilt their entire 
plant, provided for individual and 
farm line service and replaced their 
antiquated switchboard and equip- 
ment. The central office was moved 
at that time to the location which 
was abandoned at the present cut- 
over to dial service. Then they an- 
nounced that they would undercut 
the Independent company’s rates by 
furnishing service for 50c per month. 

The results were immediate. Peo- 
ple ordered out their independent 
telephones and put in the Bell, leav- 
ing the new company nursing its 
wounds, with few customers and 
many thousands of dollars in 
vested in plant and equipment. 
Solicitors for the 
Independents were 
met with the state- 
ment that their 
service was worth 
nothing because al- 
most no one had 
one of their tele- 
phones. This gave 
the management an 
idea—and they of- 
fered to install their 


“ppareweresereers® 
yg 


ey 
" 

4 
~ 


The Tecumseh business 
office in 1916. W. H. 
Turner was manager 
and Lenah Woolsey 
was clerk. 


L. T. & T: Managers At Tecumseh 


W. H. Turner L. N. Corrington 
1912-1917 1917-1919 


telephones free and to make no 
monthly charge for service, but that 
the subscriber should pay only one 
cent per call. 

Under this scheme the Independ- 
ent concern gained plenty of sub- 
scribers but little remuneration. 
Come the end of the month and 
some bills were so small that it did 
not pay to send a post card inform- 
ing the customer of the amount due. 

Several local companies in the 
county had now merged and recap- 
italized to become the Johnson 
County Home Telephone Company 
and up until this time the Independ- 
ent industry had paid little attention 
to the newly organized Nebraska 
State Railway Commission and were 
not acquainted with its purpose or its 
power. The Bell Company now filed 
a camplaint with the commission 
charging that the home concern was 
using unfair rates. The Attorney 
General directed the County Attor- 
ney at Tecumseh to 
bring charges 
against them in the 
district court for 
violation of the 
statute which for- 
bid the changing of 
telephone rates 
without approval of 
the commission, the 
penalty for which 
was a maximum 


The Tecumseh operat- 
ing department with 
Effie Smith as chief 
operator as it appeared 
in 1915. This may be 
what we are headed 
for if someone doesn’t 
do something about the 
“New Look.” 


Cc. G. Dickinson 
1919-1923 1923-1928 


Cc. B. Meshier Tyler Ryan 
1934-1946 Present Manager 


fine of $5000. The officers of the 
Johnson company were accordingly 
arraigned in court and entered a plea 
of “Guilty.” The judge, after taking 
into consideration the fact that the 
utility regulation act applying to tele- 
phone companies was relatively new 
and had never been enforced, as- 
sessed a fine of $100 and ordered 
them to desist from charging the 
illegal rates. 


The psychological effect of the sit- 
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T. E. Lonadon 


Dean Walker 
1928-1934 1934 


uation proved to be to the advantage 
of the Independent cause, for the 
people of Johnson County- resented 
the Bell’s tactics in calling the Law 
into a conflict which heretofore had 
been a private slugging match. They 
did not consider it guite “cricket.” 
There was a general exodus of Bell 
instruments and before long the 
home company was again the domin- 
ant one. Thereafter the Railway 
Commission prescribed the same 
rates for both concerns. 


Early managers for the Bell Com- 
pany at Tecumseh included Arthur 
Bessey Smith, F. D. Wright, Jud 
Wright, R. J. Dean and M. G. 
Stokesberry. The Independent Com- 
pany’s destinies were guided by man- 
agers H. F. Canon, Fred Colton of 
Sterling, and E. E. Michael. Both or- 
ganizations were purchased by the 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company in 1912, and the exchanges 
consolidated during the year. 
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The Beatrice Uperating Uepartment 


—Impressions of a Newspaper Man 


NE of our favorite columnists is 

Mr. B. R. Rothenberger, editor 
of the Beatrice Times. We enjoy 
reading his articles and naturally 
were particularly interested in this 
account of his recent visit to the 
Beatrice operating department as re- 
lated in his column, ““Timesworthy 
Topics.” With one or two minor 
editorial liberties in the interest of 
continuity and space limitations, we 
present his impressions herewith: 

Almost everyone uses the tele- 
phone but not many ever see the 
other side of the business, namely 
the central office. The simplicity 
of telephoning ends abruptly there, 
and goes into all manner of compli- 
cations, myriads of wires and bat- 
teries of contrivances. A_ simple 
hello becomes a veritable chain re- 
action of technology over which 
calm men preside. We won't go any 
farther into that. 

But telephone girls being young 
and human and attractive figure 
largely in the business. They are 
subject to a lot of popular concep- 
tions as well as misconceptions. We 
thought it would be interesting to 
look into their lives so we called on 
Charley Dickenman who presides 
over the Beatrice office and asked 
him to draw aside the veil of se- 
crecy. 

Charley, of course, entered into 
the spirit of things and waved us 
into the third floor sanctum where 
the girls work in air conditioned 
privacy. 


We found out right away that 
telephone operating is high grade 
work that requires a good deal of 
training and some natural aptitudes 
for being swift, efficient and expert 
in handling the public. There is no 
one in town who has a greater daily 
speaking acquaintance nor deals with 
such a complexity of customer 
moods. There is no one who has to 
complete a service transaction in so 
few seconds. 

Lela Watson, the chief operator, 
told us that a quiet work environ- 
ment and complete efficiency is the 
fundamental secret. The company 
screens every operator applicant for 
pleasing voice properties. Then it 
trains them carefully to handle the 
standard switchboard problems with 
set answers. Unusual problems are 
switched to supervisors who know 
all the answers and come in like the 
fire department to whisk time-taking 
matters away from the girls. 

Miss Watson is a poised woman 
who gives the impression that noth- 
ing short of an atomic bomb could 
bring tension into her life. Her statt 
of supervisors and desk helpers re- 
flect the same aplomb. Only the 
swift flashing of lights along the 
row of 19 switchboards and the con- 
stant weaving of connection cords in- 
dicate that things are really moving 
at a fast pace. The girls cannot be 
heard in the room as they call for 
numbers or give answers. The only 
sign of activity is their swift moving 


hands over the board. Eighteen girls 


Miss Lela Watson, Chief Operator at 
Beatrice. 


and three supervisors were working 
while we watched. Wrong numbers 
are really a rare occurence. The girls 
work with impressive accuracy. 

We asked about the public’s treat’ 
ment of the girls and Miss Watson 
assured us that Beatrice has a good 
telephone public. 


We learned, too, that it is hope’ 
less to seek romance by calling cen’ 
tral. In the first place she is to0 
busy. In the second place she prob- 
ably has a steady. In the third place 
she has no privacy. Cupid’s sales 
record would drop to zero if he tri¢ 
working a telephone office. 

If you have any misguided ideas 
on that score, we advise you to dis’ 
miss them. Your blandishment might 
get you a play at the other end 0 
the line but if you try it at the mid’ 
dle, the very best you could hope for 
is a rendezvous with Charley Dick 
enman who would not be meeting 
you with love uppermost among his 
passions. 


The Beatrice Operating Department 
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eos any man can look-:backward 
~"* uponlife and find instances where 
opportunity has passed him by, either 
because it was not recognized as such 
or was not acted upon. So this story 
should have a refreshing ring; the 
two men who are its principals both 
recognized and grasped their oppor- 
tunity, and what is more important, 
they are members of our own organ- 
ization, namely Alex Geist and Rex 
Winders, oldtimers of the Lincoln 
service department. 

A problem presented itself several 
years ago when a large fireproof 
warehouse in Lincoln was converted 
into a government office building. 
Dozens and dozens of desks were 


placed over large floor areas where’ 


conduits and floor outlets were non- 
existent. The running of telephone 
wires to these desks called for all the 
ingenuity and contrivance that could 
be brought to mind, because the 
building superintendent would not 
allow drilling into the concrete floor 
to place metal molding nor would the 
office manager approve a plan for 
overhead distribution due to its yn- 
sightliness. So the installations at 
best were makeshift affairs, ingide 
wire troubles were excessive and 
many of the wire runs constituted 4 
safety hazard to the workers in the 
offices. 


Wire chief Jay Pugsley assigned 
Rex and Alex to the job of trying to 
correct the problem and, on ae a 
ing on location, they found then. 
selves presented with a seemingly jp. 
possible task because of the restric. 
tions. An overfloor duct wags indi. 
cated, and they began a survey Saas 
a view toward routing the rung i 
as to reduce them to a minimum, 


Flexiduct Proves Its Worth 


Alex Geist and Rex Winders, Lincoln plant men, demonstrate the use of their 
practical and versatile product which is now in wide demand. 


They noticed in passing where one 
of the typists had used surgical tape 
to hold down the wire between her 
desk and a near-by partition and in 
this they perceived a solution to a 
part of their dilemma. Here was a 
way to hold the wire tightly against 
the floor, thus reducing the possi- 
bility of its being tripped over by 
unwary personnel, although it af- 
forded little protection to the wire 
itself from damage by shoes, chairs 
and hand trucks. The latter part of 
the problem they solved by a trip to 
the planing mill where they had 344- 
inch strips of wood cut and tapered 
from zero to 14-inch. By laying the 


strips along the floor, parallel to 
each other a roof was formed above 
the wire. This was covered by a 
double thickness of roofing mem- 
brane and attached to the floor by 
linoleum cement. 


None too sure that their idea 
would stand the test of time and 
wear, Alex and Rex laid their cov- 
ered ducts throughout the building 
and went about their business else- 
where. The job seemed to have been 
taken care of, for no further com- 
plaints were received. Several months 
later, when they had an opportun- 
ity to inspect the results of their 
handiwork they were gratified and 
surprised to discover how well it 
had stood up under imposing con- 
ditions. 

It came to them that perhaps they 
had found something which filled a 
long-felt need in the telephone busi- 
ness, and several friends urged them 
to explore the possibilities of patent- 
ing the method. The Company re 


(Continued on Page 19) 


Pictures of Flexiduct illustrating riser 
and angle fittings. 


Frank Bagley Passes On 
Death came on February ninth to 

Frank E. Bagley after a lingering ill- 

ness aggravated by a broken hip 
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Frank Bagley 


suffered in a recent fall. He died at 
a Lincoln hospital at the age of sev- 
enty-eight. 

Mr. Bagley retired on pension in 
1934 and was even then a veteran of 
twenty-five years service in the in- 
dustry, having been first employed 
by the Nebraska Telephone Com- 
pany at Norfolk as chief plant clerk 
in October, 1909. He went to Has- 
tings in a similar capacity in April, 
1911, and joined our organization 
with the purchase of that exchange 
in 1912. In October, 1913, he came 
to Lincoln as chief clerk in the plant 
superintendent's office, which, to- 
gether with the engineering, mail and 
supply departments, occupied one 
large room on the third floor of the 


then new general office building. In - 


May, 1923, Mr. Bagley transferred 
to the accounting department as plant 
accountant and was made inventory 
supervisor in September, 1931. He 
retired in August, 1934. 

A charter and life member of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter of the In- 
dependent Telephone Pioneer Asso- 
ciation, Frank found keen enjoyment 
in attending the functions of the or- 
ganization until a few years ago, 
when impaired health, coupled with 
two accidental falls, precluded his 
getting about without great effort. 


Tecumseh Dial Operated 
(Continued from Page 3) 


was involved in plant repairs, re- 
grouping and instrument changes. 
The crews of Foremen Hansen, 
Simpson, Foster and Eichenour have 


been working at this, whenever pos- 
sible, for many months. The cost of 
the new building and its equipment 
will exceed $110,000, while gross ad- 
ditons to pole line, cable and wire 
reach a figure above $68,000. 
$21,000 has been added to. the sub- 
scribers’ equipment account. Com- 
plete replacement was made of the 
quadded cable running three miles to 
the east and five miles to the west 
of town which added greatly to the 
labors of splicers Cliff Artz and Al 
Miller, and their helpers, Don Frank- 
forter and L. F. Westerman. 


The Southern district office was 
in general charge of the job and 
were ably represented throughout 
the progress of the work by C. B. 
Meshier and Ted Ray, district wire 
chief and district clerk, respectively. 
To plan, test and correlate the details 
incidental to the cutover were the re- 
sponsibility of the district wire chief 
and Mr. Meshier is to be most highly 
commended for his large share in 
making the cutover a success. 


Combinationmen Claude Clary, 
Robert Wenzel, Elvin Wait, Harold 
Drake, Raymond Johnson and Archie 
Stansbury composed the crew which 
made the instrument changes. The 
automatic switching equipment as- 
sembly was directed by George 
Keith, district installation supervisor, 
assisted by Perry Caldwell, Ardell 
Robison, Robert Wohlberg, Dan 
Smith, Francis Darnold and Ernest 
Barney, with Dave Guthrie special- 
izing in the power supply. Alex Hal- 
verstadt was the ‘outside” man at the 
cutover. 


Traveling Chief Operators Merliec 
Markuson and Irene Combs were on 
hand to provide instruction in the 
operation of the new four-position 
board. There were no changes in 
local traffic personnel as a result of 


the conversion from manual to dial 
operation. 


Probably the busiest, and certainly 
the most worried person present was 
Area Manager Tyler Ryan who, as 
official greeter, was taxed with the 
general responsibility of control of 
the guests and to see that they were 
later well fed at the buffet supper 
which was held at the hotel at the 
conclusion of the ceremonies. 
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More Bouquets 
For Lincoln Traffic 
eee Lincoln Traffic Department 


has had some very nice things 
said about them during the past few 
months, some of which have been 
published in recent issues of the 
News. They may well prize the fol- 
lowing letter as an addition to their 
collection. It comes from C. G. 
Frost of Wells & Frost Shoe Store 
and was addressed to J. H. Agee, 
Vice President and General Man- 
ager, and reads as follows: 

“The writer wishes to express his 
appreciation of the fine service which 
your long distance operators gave 
him in tracing down a coat which 
had been given to the wrong party 
in our store. 

“The only information we had at 
hand was the name of the individual 
and his town of residence. Two of 
your operators, one working for 
some fifteen or twenty minutes and 
the other taking over and calling 
several places in and near York and 
Bradshaw, helped us find our party 
and he, in turn, is returning the 
coat which was mistakenly given to 
him. 

“This was splendid service and we 
do want you to know how well we 
were taken care of in this instance.” 


Sitting Pretty 
“Well, Jane, what progress are 
you making toward matrimony?” 
Jane: “I think I'm on my last 
lap.” 


MWappiness D\ Beas 


Jean Harter, 
supervisor in the 
York Traffic De- 
partment, be- 
came the bride of 
Ralph O’Connor 
of Grafton at 
Sacred Heart 
Church in Beav- 
er Crossing on 
February 10. 
Mrs. O’Connor is continuing her 
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Marie Conradt of the Tecumseh 
Traffic Department was united in 
marriage February 9th at the Catho- 
lic Church in Steinauer to Charles 
E. Sears of Cook. They will make 


their home on a farm near Cook. 


Geraldine Huss of the Fairbury 
Traffic Department and Lawrence 
Frank of Holmesville were united in 
marriage on February 11. Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank will make their home 
near Holmesville. 


The marriage of Corrine Owen, 
operator at Lincoln, and Lee Bykerk 
was solemnized in Lincoln recently. 
Mrs. Bykerk is continuing her work. 


Leata Smelser, Lincoln Traffic 
Department, was united in marriage 
February 14 to Adam Schwindt at 
the German Lutheran Parsonage in 
Lincoln. The couple is residing in 
Lincoln and Mrs. Schwindt has re- 
turned to work. 


Genevieve McCleary and William 
Schwarz were married January 30 
in Lincoln. Mrs. Schwarz is continu- 
ing her work in the Lincoln Traffic 
Department. 


The marriage of Frances L. Curley 
and William Finnie took place at 
Lexington on January 23 at the First 
Methodist Church. Mrs. Finnie is 
employed in the Traffic Department 
at Hastings and is continuing her 
work. 


Barbara Willmore of the Geneva 
Traffic Department became the bride 
of William Rakestraw on January 24 
at the Christian Parsonage at 
Hebron. After a honeymoon spent 


Mchenna Heads New Uirectory Sales Department 


The announcement was made last 
month of the formation of a new 
organization which will conduct the 
important activity of the sale of 
directory advertising for the Com- 
pany. Since 1928, directory sales 
have been handled by the Von Hoff- 
man Corporation of St. Louis. Incor- 
porated by T. C. Woods, J. H. Agee 
and M. M. Hale, the new organiza- 
tion will operate under the name of 
the Nebraska Telephone Directory 
Company with E. A. McKenna con- 
tinuing in the capacity of directory 
sales manager. 

The veteran salesmen, Herb Velte 
and Al Zehrung, will remain on the 
job and the secretarial duties will be 
taken over by Miss Velma Blume. 
She succeeds Mrs. Florence Loder 
who will transfer to St. Louis and 
continue with the Von Hoffman 
Corporation. 


Mr. McKenna has been in direc- 
tory sales work since September 4, 
1928 when he entered the field with 
the National Telephone Directory 
Company at Houston, Texas. He 
was later made manager of the Com- 
pany at Little Rock, Arkansas before 
coming to Lincoln as manager in 
1933. His record and that of his 
sales organization has been consist- 
ently good both from the standpoint 
of advertising volume and public re- 
lations. Revenue from directory ad- 
vertising has increased about 300% 
since he took over the job and a 
splendid relationship with advertisers 
has been built up and maintained. 
Mr. Velte last month rounded out 
eleven years in directory sales work 
and his fellow salesman, Al Zehrung, 


has been with the department since 
October, 1945. 
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Looking over the new March issue of the Lincoln directory are E. A. McKenna, 
seated, and Herb Velte, Miss Velma Blume and Ai Zehrung. 


in Kansas City, Mrs. Rakestraw will 
return to work. 


First Christian Church in Lincoln 
was the scene of the Valentine’s Day 
wedding of Betty Lou Nelson of the 
Lincoln Accounting Department and 
Niles John Mason of Lincoln. The 
couple are residing in Lincoln and 
Mrs. Mason is continuing her work. 
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It's Marvelous 

Among observations about Amer- 
ica made by United Nations delegates 
was one by a Mexican representative 
who asked: “Where else do you find 
telephone operators who say, ‘Just 
a moment, please’ and “Thank you’? 


[t's marvelous! 


This is the initial appearance of our new feature, “Let’s Get 
Acquainted.” Each month it is planned to present a list of all new 
employees as a gesture of friendly welcome and to help them get 
acquainted. We hope that our new fellow workers will feel right 
at home and that they will enjoy their new occupation as well as 
the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name Exchange Title Date Employed 
Accounting 
Jean Jensen sj. ccccsns [Bre (a6) |: ee CNET cceccteticeRiecta February 16, 1948 
Phyllis Dicket. 2 c2cc20 EANCOl soc tesscnds 1 9 aaa reer February 9, 1948 
Commercial 
Marguerite Kehling..... Lincoln... ANE Te cwcdcsicetendeaecde February 13, 1948 
Delores Michael........... PANCO A sees, AEE ccccamaassaiacencee, January 29, 1948 
Construction 
Re Ey BOW sce Lincoln.......222200... Groundman............. February 10, 1948 
Oy i Pacis LAGCO DS cco cies cies Groundman.............. January 26, 1948 
WY Ti Vat cane: DCO ocseceereeccdes Groundman............. February 4, 1948 
Service 
OD, Ee PRINS seco ceca Beatrice............... Groundman............. February 3, 1948 
W. F. Schroeder........... Plattsmouth......... Groundman............. February 16, 1948 
|e Paes eee PA COND s sciopetiecceaun Yee) ee een ee February 9, 1948 
Supply 
Garage 
Roland Delaney........... Fister): ean Serviceman........... February 2, 1948 
Traffic 
Sa Me 301-5 ene Ashland............... fe Operators. pacse February 17, 1948 
Elvera Carman............- A SCEO lax ucdcatdec: As, Opetatot..c.u.. February 23, 1948 
Nellie Curttright.......... Nebraska City....A Operator.............. February 9, 1948 
Donna Deutsch............ iieolit. 2c te A Operator.............. January 27, 1948 
Althea Fanders............. Beatrice............... A Operator.............. February 16, 1948 
Anna Forst......2....2.022: EARCOIR: 3 dissinceedust L Operator...............January 27, 1948 
Lois Friede...................- Nebraska City....A Operator.............. January 26, 1948 
Dawn: Gulleyinciceian PANCOM Mes cnckcnteentacte TAD Peraton.: Sees aac February 9, 1948 
Rai Owais. cacie INCOM sacra A Opetator ncn... February 17, 1948 
ro \ibe @ i6ir:(e) oer DE WALG. «cocci sencccaes, A&L Operator......... January 24, 1948 
Mary Johnson.............. LINCO seen A Operator. csccscc cc: February 10, 1948 
Pay TS. PONCE. scceiscestoate | 5 sto0) | eens A&L Operator......... February 9, 1948 
Barta: Liedtke. ccccsoes lel 14 5 (ene AGL Operator........February 9, 1948 
Donna Lockhart........... OYLacuse........----- A&L Operator......... February 3, 1948 
DGris Tareas ioe 3ckc WahOe cicadas A Operators. January 26, 1948 
Alice Meahan............... | Fe (ec0) bs Re emernemeres A Operator.............. January 27, 1948 
Dollie Onnen............... jbl: 5 » (er A Operator.............. February 2, 1948 
Beverly Ramsey........... BeaGiiCG: vc .apcoerh. A Operator..............February 2, 1948 
Kennetha Waterman...Lincoln................ L Operator............... February 3, 1948 
Mary Watkins.............. Nebraska City....A Operator.............. February 9, 1948 
Josephine Wilkas........ DATICOUM Succ sects ge Oa <3 ere February 23, 1948 
Waunita Willmes........ Flastings.............- A Operator... February 23, 1948 
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Recipe of the Month 
W ERE very grateful to Mrs. Flor- 
ence Arbogast for sending us 
her favorite re- 
cipe this month. 
Mrs. Arbogast is 
the very efficient 
chief operator- 
cashier at Davey 
and from _ her 
choice of a re- 
cipe, we think 
she 15 also a 
candy maker of 
talent. 
HAWAIIAN DAINTY CANDY | 


cup Brown Sugar Ie 
cups White Sugar (4 
tablespoons Butter 
teaspoon Vanilla 
cup Grated Pineapple 
14 cup Sweet Cream 
14 teaspoon Ginger 
(extract or powder) 
1, cup Chopped Pecans 


Florence Arbogast 


Mix sugar, pineapple and cream tov 
gether and cook until it forms a soft ball 
in cold water. Remove from fire and 
add butter, ginger flavoring and pecans. 
Beat until creamy and: pour into pan. 
When cool enough, cut in squares. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mu- 

tual Benefit Association during the 
month of February: 

Primary members: M. H. Metcalf, 
Lincoln Service Department, $40.35; 
Arideen L. Rhoads, York Traffic 
Department, $132.50; Irene M. Jur- 
gensmeier, Hastings Traffic Depart- 
ment, $155.00; Mrs. Helen Gill, Ac- 
counting Department, $53.75; R. L. 
Hohnstein, Lincoln Service Depart- 
ment, $10.00; Jacob Albert, Lincoln 
Service Department, $27.50; Mrs. 
Luetta M. Jensen, Hastings Traffic 
Department, $54.50; June Karsting, 
Hastings Traffic Department, 
$30.00; R. S. Coleman, Hastings 
Plant Department, $59.35; Marie 
Vidlock, Accounting Department, 
$107.50; Irene D. Swan, David City 
Traffic Department, $15.00. 

Dependents: Jane Simpson, Lin- 
coln, $13.13; Richard Spady, Has- 
tings, $30.15; Jeffrey Kapke, Lin- 
coln, $30.00; Joan Ramsey, Lincoln, 
$70.88: George Isaman, Humboldt, 


$16.88. 


Isaman To Lincoln 


Haith To Humboldt 
RGANIZATION changes repre- 


senting further advancements 
for B. A. Isaman and Ivan Haith 


were announced last month. 


ERLE 


Ivan Haith 


B. A. Isaman 


Mr. Isaman has taken up duties 
in the Engineering Department at 
Lincoln where he will assist with 
plant engineering assignments under 
the direction of the Chief Engineer. 
This will represent a new field of 
endeavor for Mr. Isaman. He was 
associated with the Plant Depart- 
ment at Hastings from 1935 to 1946 
when he was promoted to the posi- 
tion of manager at Humboldt where 
he has served until his present ap- 
pointment. 


Mr. Haith also has moved up to 
a position of greater responsibility. 
He succeeds Mr. Isaman as manager 
at Humboldt where he will have 
plant and commercial supervision of 
the exchanges of Humboldt and 
Dawson. He joined the Company in 
1929, serving with the Construction 
Department and Seward Plant De- 
partment until his promotion last No- 
vember to the position of manager 


at Sterling. 


And Bring Your Own Paper 


The new Berlin telephone direc- 
tory, due for publication before 
Easter, will be available only to sub- 
scribers who provide the German 
postal authorities with 16 pounds of 
paper. 

The new directory, for which a 
total of 200 tons of paper will be 
required, will replace the now com- 
pletely outdated issue printed soon 
after the allied occupation began in 
1945. 


Promotions, Transfers, 


Commercial 


Ethyl Armstrong, cashier, Ashland, to 
cashier, Nebraska City. 

Luella M. Buck, A€&L operator to cashier, 
Ashland. 


Plant 


Herman L. Beisner, groundman to line- 
man, construction. 

Earl D. Brown, groundman to lineman, 
construction. 

Max E. Jenkins, switchboardman, Lin- 
coln, to switchboardman, Nebraska 
City. 

Robert McDowell, shopman, supply, to 
frameman, service, Lincoln. 

Cecil W. Semple, groundman to lineman, 
construction. 

Traffic 


Wilma E. Bethel, A operator to A&L 
operator, Beatrice. 

Angelyn Docekal, A operator to A&L 
operator, Wahoo. 

Esther Fritz, A operator to NA&L oper- 
ator, Beatrice. 

Patricia L. Gourley, A&L instructor to 
assistant chief operator, Superior. 

Bernice Heiden, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, York. 

Paul H. Henson, advanced clerk to equip- 
ment engineer, general traffic. 
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Title Changes 


Mable Wieting 
Night Chief Opr. 
Beatrice 


Paul Henson 
Equipment Engr. 
General Traffic 


Richard B. Hobson, advanced clerk to 
jr. engineer, general traffic. 

Eleanor Lane, evening chief operator to 
chief operator, Weeping Water. 

Alice M. Lind, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, York. 

Addalene B. Lorenson, chief operator, 
Weeping Water, to L operator, Lincoln. 

Theora A. Sperry, A operator to A&L 
operator, Superior. 

Stella Stanley, night chief operator to A 
supervisor, Beatrice. 

Carol I. Strohm, evening chief operator, 
Table Rock, to A&L operator, Lincoln. 

Agnes Wiese, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Beatrice. 

Mable Wieting, A&L operator, to night 
chief operator, Beatrice. 


Blessed Events 
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Eldon W. Drew- 
el announce the 
birth of a son, 
Kenneth Wayne, 
born February 4, 
and weighing 9 


, Ibs. 1214 o7s. 
ip Mr. Drewel is a 
lhe member of the 


Supply department. 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl H. Michnick 


announce the birth of a daughter, 
Gloria Jean, on January 23. Mr. 
Michnick is an employee in the Mo- 
tor Vehicle Department. 


Linda Lee Stansbury made her 
appearance in the Archie Stansbury 
home on February 2. Mr. Stans- 
bury is a member of the Beatrice 
Plant Department. 
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Cable Birthday 

Five years ago this winter, on 
December 21, 1942 to be exact, the 
laying of the twin underground 
cable from Omaha to Sacramento, 
California was completed. A porticn 
of this cable between Grand Island 
and Omaha was laid in the territory 
of our Company. 


The project was considered to be 
one of the toughest construction jobs 
in telephone history. Temperatures 
ranged from 18 degrees below zero to 
120 above and rivers, deserts and 
mountains had to be crossed. At one 
bad stretch over the Sierras along 
the treacherous pass followed by the 
“forty-niners’ the cables had to be 
buried in solid lava rock. The trench 
was made by exploding 26,000 dyna- 
mite shots, one every 12 inches. 
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Service Birthdays 
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Frank H. Woods 
Lincoln 
45 Years 


O. L. Sturtevant 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


Forty-Five Years 


Frank H. Woods, Lincoln. 
Forty-Two Years 


W. C. Lant, Nebraska City; C. L. 


Walker, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 
Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 
Thirty-Five Years 
O. L. Sturtevant, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 
C. C. Perryman, P. A. Schmeltzer 


Lincoln. 


> 


Thirty-Three Years 

John Ruppel, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Two Years 

G. P. Barney, H. G. Peachman, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 

Elsie Anderson, A. E. Lamberson, Lin- 


coln. 
Thirty Years 
L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Belle Meester, Hastings. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln; Dorcas 
Slater, Fairbury. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Dorothy Lefler, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Lula Kloepper, Lincoln; Marguerite 
Lockhart, Syracuse; L. C. Williams, 
Stromsburg. 


Twenty-Five Years 
H. W. Cane, Lincoln; B. L. Ford, 
Beatrice. 
Twenty-One Years 
Mina Jorgensen, Helen Pickard, E. H. 
Royce, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
Wauneta Child, Fairbury. 
Nineteen Years 
P. J. Guelker, Lincoln: Mollie Mce- 
Knight, Table Rock. 


L. G. Saunders H. W. Cane 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 25 Years 


Eighteen Years 
Alice Peters, Friend. 


Seventeen Years 


Irene Lind, Stromsburg. 


Fourteen Years 
Ethyl Armstrong, Nebraska City. 
Eight Years 
Frances Harmon, Lincoln. 
Seven Years 
Opal Thimgan, Lincoln. 
Six Years 


W. R. Huddleston, Frances Koontz, 
L. A. Murphy, Lincoln. 


Five Years 


F. L. Barnett, Charles McClure, Jr., 
Lincoln; Patricia Erdkamp, Exeter: Velma 


Garlock, York: Gladys Stiers, Geneva. 


Forty-fifth Anniversary 
The month of March marks the 


anniversary of two significant 
events. During this month, forty- 
five years ago, the articles of incor’ 
poration which launched the Com- 
pany into the public utilities field 
were filed, and Frank H. Woods 
began his career in the telephone 
business. 


In observance of these occasions, 
a reception in Mr. Woods’ honor 
and a “family onen house” for all 
employees, their families and friends 
were held on March 14 at the Gen- 
eral Office Building at Lincoln. The 
“News” is in the hands of the printer 
on the 14th of the month and the 
story could not be included in this 
issue. It will be presented as our 
feature story in the April issue. 
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B. L. Ford Wauneta Child 
Beatrice Fairbury 
25 Years 20 Years 


JOURNEY’S END 


MRS. SARAH ANDREWS, . 


mother of A. O. Andrews of the 
General Traffic Department, 
passed away February 5. Funeral 
services were held February 7 in 
Lincoln, with burial in Taylor, 
Nebraska. 

MRS. LOUISE BORCHERS, 
mother of Esther Borchers of 
the Lincoln Trafic Department, 
passed away at her home in Kene- 
saw, Nebraska, February 4. Funeral 
services were held at Kenesaw on 
February 8. 

MR. J. H. PATTON, father of 
Helen Pierson of the Lincoln 
Traffic Department, died Febru- 
ary 14. Funeral services were 
held February 17 at Roberts Mor- 
tuary in Lincoln. 

MRS. BERTHA FRANKLIN, 
mother of M. W. Franklin of the 
Accounting Department, passed 
away February 17. Funeral servi- 
ces were held at the Methodist 
Church in Seward on February i9. 

MR. JOHN SIEVERS, father of 
Bruce Sievers, Assistant General 
Auditor, passed away February 19. 
Funeral services were held in Lin- 
coln on February 21. 

MRS. RILLA PEACHMAN, wife 
of Charles Peachman, Toll Wire 
Chief at Lincoln, passed away 
February 13. Funeral services 
were held February 16 in Lincoln. 
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Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
Ashland 


Mrs. Laura Blackman, Correspondent 

Mrs. Ethyl Armstrong, cashier for the 
past ten years, has been transferred to 
the Nebraska City office. . . . Luella 
Buck has been transferred from the 
Traffic Department to the Commercial 
Department. ... We welcome Ina Bower 
as a new operator. ... We recently en- 
joyed the moving picture ‘Telephone 
Courtesy,” which was shown by A. S&S. 
Keckler of the Eastern District Office, 
on Monday evening, at the Selma Hotel. 
... We have been enjoying a visit from 
Miss Seymour. 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent. 

It seems like we have a little bit of 
everything this month, good weather, 
bad weather, happiness, romance and 
reverses, which all make the ordinary 
run of life. ... Irene Swan, Chief Op- 
erator, has been ill the past ten days. We 
are all looking forward to her recovery. 
.. . Bonnie Gill is the latest one to be 
wearing a diamond. Leola Heins 
spent several days in Lincoln visiting 
her mother who was hospitalized. 

The girls gave a farewell party for Pat 
DeFord who resigned to take a_ book- 
keeping position. She was presented 
with a gift... . Lucille Helgoth attended 
a wedding in Columbus last week... . 
Lena Conrad was a Lincoln visitor. . . 
Betty Okrina attended a shower for her 
sister Donna Vybiral, an employee in 
the Lincoln Traffic Department, whose 
wedding will take place February 25th. 
... Camilla Selzer has returned to work 
and is now making her home in David 
City. 

Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


The ground hog saw his shadow and 
as he left so did Mary Jenkins and Lois 
Forsyth. They are headed for the wild 
west—-California! Good luck, girls, in 
your new residence. But we don’t feel 
so bad, we have Nellie Curttright, Mary 
Watkins and Lois Friede as our new- 
comers. Welcome to our Plug-Pusher 
gang, girls! ... Bonnie Biggs has been 


on a new step of learning—nights that 
is! Good luck Bonnie. Elaine Gruber 
has been supervising the job. ... Lil- 
lian Vance has just completed her toll 
training with instructor Mary Bartyzelle. 
Now we hear Lillian is leaving us. Come 
back and see us some time, Lillian! ... 
Mary Tackett has been real busy in- 
structing our three new students in their 
local training. . .. We’ve all had a gay 
time here in Nebraska City during the 
month of February. To begin with— 
Violet Peterson, Betty Johnson and 
Edna Komma had a bridal shower for 
Mrs. Steckley. She received many nice 
things and the sixteen girls who at- 
tended had a gay time. .. . Next came 
our Valentine Party—sponsored by the 
“Party Funders.” We had a good at- 
tendance of nineteen. We played games 
and distributed Valentines. Violet Peter- 
son and Betty Balfour made _ heart 
shaped cookies. Yum, yum—were they 
good! . . . We have only one—Violet 
Peterson—celebrating a birthday in 
February. Glory be, she’s a year older. 
. . . Did you see the Hoosier Hot Shots 
and Tiny Hill’s orchestra? Well, Dottie 
Waters and Maxine Meyer did. Ask 
them how good it was. ... Speaking of 
having a good time, Maxine Meyer vis- 
ited friends in Plattsmouth over her 
week-end. She tells us she was a visitor 
at the new Plattsmouth Telephone Of- 
fice and she liked it... . Edna Komma 


IT just called, Jim, to tell you not to 
let the children disturb your sleep 
while you’re on that night job. 
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and sons spent a week-end in Lincoln. 
... “Yours Truly” visited her parents 
at Shubert. . . . Those on our sick list 
have been Betty Johnson, Francis 
Schneider, Lois Barta, Kathryn Owens, 
Miriam Rakes, Betty Eaton, Elaine 
Gruber, Virginia Duncan, Barbara Holm- 
berg and Mrs. “Josie” Placek. Hope to 
see them soon. ... We have news from 
the Commercial Department too. Mrs. 
Margaret Ramold has left as our Cashier 
and Mrs. Armstrong has taken her place. 

. . Another new face is Max Jenkins 
who is a new helper in the Plant Depart- 
ment. ... Welcome! Welcome! to all you 
new-comers. We’re glad you are with us. 


Plattsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

Agnes Uhlick, who was operated on 
January 31 at Clarkson Hospital, has re- 
turned home. Agnes is feeling better and 
will return to work about March 16. 
It will be nice to have you back Agnes. 
: Mrs. Thelma ‘Tritsch attended a 
luncheon in Lincoln Wednesday, Febru- 
ary 18 at the Cornhusker Hotel. The 
occasion being the honor of hearing the 
President of the National Red Cross... . 
Alice Sharpnack spent the day February 
18th in Lincoln visiting friends. ... Hilda 
Johanns visited friends in Omaha, Wed- 
nesday the 18th. 

Seward 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 

Ann Hutson of the Traffic Depart- 
ment entered the St. Elizabeth Hospital 
in Lincoln, February 26th. We wish her 
a speedy recovery. ... Elizabeth Bartels 
of the Traffic Department will become a 
“bride” on March 14. 

Syracuse 
Iona Pieper, Correspondent 

Again it is news time, and we find 
ourselves with hardly any news this 
month. No doubt we have “Spring Fever,” 
what with the nice weather we've had 
this past week. . .. We welcome Donna 
Mae Lockhart who is pushing plugs now. 
. . . We have missed Mrs. Bock this last 
week as she’s spending most of her time 
at home entertaining her son, who is 
here from Oakland, California, visiting. 
He is attending the University in Berk- 
ley, California. . . . Our Chief Operator, 
Miss Windels, spent one day this last 


month shopping in Lincoln. ... Mrs. 
LeRoy Andrews, formerly Laverta Kas- 
tens, and Assistant Chief Operator at 
Syracuse for so many years, underwent 
a serious operation several weeks ago. 
We are glad to hear that she is back 
home again now. 


Weeping Water 
Georgia Tartsch, Ccrrespondent 

Pearl Sutton spent the week-end 
shopping and visiting friends in Omaha. 
... The employees gave a farewell party 
for Addalene Lorensen who has resigned 
as Chief Operator. Games were played 
during the evening and at a late hour 
refreshments were served. Miss Loren- 
sen was presented with a farewell gift. 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

We are sorry to report the death of 
Matej Koukal on February 21st, grand- 
father of Norma Koukal, our very popu- 
lar Commercial Clerk. We extend our 
sympathy to Norma and Grandma Kou- 
kal... Doris Lukas has been added to 
the Traffic force and we welcome her as 
a new operator. ... Thursdey evening, 
Februery 26, “Yours Truly” was honered 
with a birthday party held at the home 
of Hazel Hagenbuck, and the recipient of 
a gift. Bunco was the game of the even- 
ing and lovely refreshments were served. 
Pearl O’Hehir was a guest and all present 
reported a fine time. The committee con- 
sisting of Norma Koukal, Vivian Cro- 
shaw and Hazel Hagenbuck did a very 
fine job. Thanks Girls! Opai Allison, 
Chief Operator at Beaver Crossing visited 
friends at Ceresco the week-end of Feb- 
ruary 22. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 

The pile of unfinished business which 
clutters this editor’s desk has obstructed 
the view of any newsy events that may 
have happened during the course of this 
month’s work. Nevertheless, after calling 


This scene taken some 
time ago at York shows 
Wire Chief George Mehuron 
and Alex Pauley on the job 
in the York Plant Depart- 
ment. 


on practically all the em- 
ployees we were able to 
scare up a few items of 
interest. To our knowledge 
Ferne Burns was the first 
employee that got off to 
a bad start this past month. 
Ferne was badly bruised 
in a car-taxi collision. We 
are glad to report, how- 
ever, that she has now 
fully recuperated and is 
working like mad to keep 
the order department satisfied. Helen 
Gill’s tonsils have given up their lodg- 
ing in her throat. Marie Vidlock and 
Betty Homan will keep any card party 
alive with the news of the very latest 
styles of surgical stitching. Ed Brehm’s 
physician suggested a week of horizontal 
relaxation. What did you say that doc- 
tor’s name was, Ed? Arlene Yost has 
converted a desk drawer into a medicine 
chest from which she extracts food for 
her pet ulcer. Must find out at what 
time this ulcer gets fed!! This depart- 
ment has been overshadowed with much 
sorrow in the passing of many loved ones. 
Leura Sires’ half brother, William Sharp- 
nack, passed away on February 5; M. W. 
Franklin lost his mother, Mrs. Bertha 
Franklin, on the 18th; Mr. John Sievers, 
father of Bruce Sievers, passed away on 
the 19th; and J. L. Lyne’s mother-in-law, 
Mrs. Nellie E. Lynch, passed away on 
the 12th. We extend our heartfelt sym- 
pathies to the members of our depart- 
ment in their loss. . . We have a feeling 
Roy Galley is preparing himself for some 
big political campaign—he’s been spend- 
ing so much time with his nose in the 
dictionary. . . . February 14th was more 
than just Valentine’s Day for Betty Nel- 
son. It was the day she said “I do” and 
became the wife of Niles John Mason. 
Gerry Wart and Virginia Hughes had 
the honor of being attendants at her 
wedding. .. . Adeline Carlson spent a 
week-end in Holdrege visiting with her 
parents. . . . Dru Kucera has taken over 
the position recently vacated by Eunice 
Smith. ... The names of Phyllis Lickei 
and Jean Jensen have been added to our 
list of employees and we’re hoping they’ll 
enjoy their stay with us. . .. Charlene 
Macaluso and her husband have been 
taking week-end trips in their lovely new 
convertible Buick. The color—Sequoia 
Cream. Sounds good! Bud Eden and 
his wife spend their spare hours “living” 
in their new Oldsmobile. We understand 


Bud was seen curled up on the front seat 


of this new car reading the evening 

paper. ... We realize the year of 1948 

is well under way, but—‘‘does anyone 
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have a desk calendar they would like to 
add to Mr. Devoe’s present collection of 
five?” Mr. Devoe is having an awful 
time keeping his appointments straight 
and we’re inclined to believe that he 
makes an appointment for each day of 
each calendar that adorns his desk. More 
calendars—more dates—the “new” way 
of living. . Speaking of Mr. Devoe 
makes Joyce Grabowski want to crawl 
under her desk, way, way out of sight. 
Seems that Joyce returned from lunch 
early one day to write some personal 
letters. Dorothy Carlson walked thru 
the room and in passing the light switch 
couldn’t resist the temptation of leaving 
Joyce in the dark. Joyce waited a few 
seconds and when the lights failed to go 
beck on got up and turned them on again. 
She got herself situated at her desk 
again and was busy when the room sud- 
denly went dark again. Her temperature 
hitting the boiling point, she sputtered 
off with ‘Now you turn that light back 
on” Her face turned 15 shades of red 
when she saw Mr. Devoe walk back thru 
the door and say, “Oh, I beg your pardon. 
I didn’t realize anyone was in the room.” 
‘ Has everyone noticed that “new 
look” about Carl Ahl? Very becoming, 
eh. We hear that several men in the 
building have been hounding Carl for a 
copy of his diet... . Dewey Nelson has 
promised Clara Jones he’d comb his hair 
if she will take him for a drive in the 
new car she hopes to get one day soon. 


Cafeteria and General 


Traffic 
By Betty Hansen 


One casualty and two birthdays 
featured the news this month. The casu- 
altv was Mary Tice who was neatly and 
thoroughly showered (along with some 
customers) when the spray for rinsing 
dishes got temporarily out of control. 

The birthdays were celebrated by 
Mrs. Watson and Miss Kelly. The cafe- 
teria folks got together and presented 
them with gifts and, of course, we had 
birthday cakes too... . During a visit 
last month to Kansas City, Mrs. Susan 
Norris took advantage of the opportunity 
to visit the telephone building. She en- 
joyed the experience very much and of 
course was particularly interested in the 
inspection of the cefeteria where 2,300 
employees are served each day. ... We 
hear that Myra Metcalf had an unusual 
experience enroute to Red Cloud. Her 
bus ran cut of gas and stranded the 
travelers. Now we've heard everything. 

_. A. O. Andrews, Paul Henson, Merlie 
Markuson and Irene Combs were amon, 
those present at the recent Tecumseh 
cutover.... Rod Andrews says he is 
giving up bowling. Draw your own con- 
clusions about his scores lately. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


We are happy to report that Francis 
Keller, who broke his leg during the 
sleet storm, is now able to do light work 
and is working in the repair shop... . 
Bob Hawkins, who has been off sick for 
the past month, is on his way to recov- 
ery and expects to be back to work 
March 1. ... New employees this month 
include W. Vantine and C. Urback who 
are working here in Lincoln, and R. 
Bowlin and W. Vacek, both from Paw- 
nee City, who are working with George 
Hansen at Pawnee City. ... J. Ebbens 
and F. Swartz resigned this month. ... 
It might be well to let you know where 
all our crews are spending their time. 
Otto Buck and crew are located at Su- 
perior regrouping Superior, Hardy and 
Guide Rock and building L. T. 3’s. 
Tommy Hedges and his boys are work- 
ing in and around Hastings. Lyle Piper 
and crew are working L. T. 3’s and re- 
grouping farm lines in the Stromsburg 
area. “Shag” Eichenour and gang are 
regrouping farm lines at Polk. “Swede” 
Foster moved to Bruning this week to 
complete local and rural repairs there. 
George Hansen and Paul Wilkinson’s 
crews are still pretty busy rebuilding 
Pawnee City plant. “Deke” Simpson 
is finishing up town and farm line repairs 
at Rising City and Harry Moss and crew 
are retransposing the Seward-Columbus 
lead. Our Lincoln crews under Les 
Shirey, John Hobson, Ray Boling and 
“Brick” Smith are working in and 
around Lincoln. 


Supply Department 


Ramona Wendland, Associate Editor 


With quite a bit of this and that to 
report on this month we hardly know 
where to start. There are two new fathers 
in the Supply Department and as they 
most likely consider themselves the most 
important, we’ll start with them. Eldon 
Drewel of the warehouse force practically 
burst with pride the day his son was born. 
The baby: checked in at 9 Ibs. 12! oz. 
and chose the name of Kenneth Wayne. 
We might add that this event took place 
on February 4th. Our other father is 
Carl Mischnick of the Motor Vehicle 
Office. He proudly tells of Gloria Jean 
who was born on January 23rd and 
weighed 61% Ibs. . . . While we’re in the 
Motor Vehicle Department we'll welcome 
our new employee, Roland Delaney, who 
who is a Garage Serviceman and started 
on Febraury 2nd. We hope he likes his 
new surroundings. ... Oscar Lewis of 
the Repair Shop is, at this writing, relax- 
ing in the sunshine of California. He’s 
visiting an uncle and his daughter and 
will be gone about a month. We'll cer- 
tainly welcome Oscar back. . . . Bob Mc- 
Dowell, also of the Repair Shop, was re- 
cently transferred to the Service Depart- 
ment, February Ist to be exact. We'll 
miss Bob around these parts. ... We 


just can’t pass up the opportunity to tell 
about this happening. Mr. Stacy, one day, 
had a long list of numbers whose figur- 
ing required the help of the calculator. 
After several minutes of pounding, coax- 
ing, wheedling, etc. and the calculator 
still refusing to cooperate, Mr. Stacey 
demanded to know what Charles Hansen 
had done to the poor machine. Charles, 
being gone at the time and unable to 
defend himself or be of help, Mr. “S” 
continued to menipulate the various le- 
vers when suddenly he tripped over the 
cause of it all. Seems that it was the 


old story of a disconnected cord. With 
a red face Mr. Stacy decided that the 
good old machine worked after all... . 
We have a new team in the warehouse. 
Rollie (Abbott) Winders and Axel (Cos- 
tello) Berglund. Seems they went 
‘round and ’round the other day about 
the Tamora exchange. Another one of 
those incidents that comes up every so 
often. Seems that Rollie had a shipment 
for Tamora and told Axel that “This 
shipment is for Tamora.” “But,” replied 
Axel, “the truck (Merle Chamberlain’s 
delivery truck) goes to Stromsburg fo- 


Another News Volume Handsomely Bound 


Presented here are seven of our 
ten young and able associate editors, 
caught in the act of passing their ap- 
proval on the latest binding of the 
Lincoln Telephone News which was 
completed in late February. At the 
desk is Mary Dietrich, and behind 
her, from left to right, are Mary 
Ormand, Ruth Mays, Shirley Hess, 
Ramona Wendland, Ruth Clark and 
Dorothy Miller. 


Fifty-nine volumes of the News 
were prepared by the bindery and 
delivered to the various employees 
and others who responded to the in- 
vitation made last December to have 
their copies preserved in book form. 
Included in the volume are the twen- 
ey-two issues published during 1946 
and 1947, which were bound in at- 
tractive buckram material with a 


color choice of black, maroon, brown 
and dark green. 

The latest volume is the largest of 
the set, it contains 412 pages and 
weighs in excess of 31/4, pounds. The 
attractiveness of the volume seems 
to be enhanced by its added size. 

The practice of binding the issues 
of two years under one cover was 
established in 1945 and will undoubt- 
edly be continued so long as the 
magazine retains its present format. 
The next volume will go to the bind- 
ery following the publication of the 
December, 1949, issue and those who 
wish to participate should save their 
copies as they receive them during 
1948 and 1949, as a sufficient num- 
ber of spare copies will not be avail- 
able to provide for all those who will 
wish to have them bound at that 
time. 


Fifty-nine volumes, containing 1946-1947 editions of the ‘’News’’ were bound las? 
month for employees and for reference purposes. Admiring one of the new handsome 


volumes is a group of associate editors. 
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morrow.” “I know,” replied the patient 


Rollie, ‘sso send the Tamora shipment 
out today.” ‘Today! Send the Stroms- 
burg shipment out today” hollers the 
now highly confused Axel. “No, No!”’ 
screams Rollie trying to control himself, 
“Send the Tamora shipment out today 
and the tomorrow shipment to Stroms- 
burg.” And so blood presures rose and 
the hair grew gray. To this day we’re 
not sure that the shipments went out as 
they were supposed to. Confidentially, 
neither are Rollie nor Axel. Oh well, all 
this goes to making the days more inter- 
esting. . . . There are a number of em- 
ployees on our sick list this month. Dean 
Hobson, of the warehouse, was hospital- 
ized recently but at this writing is about 
ready to return home. It will be some 
time before his return to work, however. 
We certainly wish Dean a speedy recov- 
ery. Another on the list is Roy Reed, 
who'll be back soon, and Rollie Winders 
who was down recently due to a case of 
the flu. B. J. Ferguson’s wife was re- 
cently ill thus necessitating ‘“Bennie’s” 
Presence at home. We’ll be glad when 
warm weather arrives so that the chance 
of catching cold or the flu will have 
more-or-less vanished. . . . A recent vis- 
itor to the Supply Department was Mrs. 
Phyllis Armintrout, formerly of the Sup- 
ply Dept. force, who stopped in to say 
“Good-bye” as she and her family were 
moving to Michigan. . .. That’s about 
all for this month. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


With each passing day we approach 
with delight the most enjoyable season 
called spring. Spring, with its rainy or 
balmy days, gives one the urge to buy 
a perky new outfit, or spend many hours 
housecleaning, washing up the car, or 
grabbing the rake and hoe to become a 
tender of the soil. ... And speaking of 
housecleaning finds the dust, paint 
brush, hammer, etc., still flying in home 
camp as the finishing touches are being 
made on our back office. Then every- 
one will move to the back office to make 
way for the new front and two or three 
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months hence we’ll be hanging out the 
house-warming sign in real manner for 
inspection tours. . . . It’s hard to deter- 
mine whether Mavis Everett is the ab- 
sent minded professor or if she’s curious 
as to what the Hamiltons’ keep in their 
closet. The other evening Mavis and her 
husband were preparing to leave Evelyn 
Hamilton’s home when Mavis walked 
directly into the closet instead of exiting 
thru the door. Was her face red- 
... Mr. Cary experienced a rare treat the 
other morning by being plastered on the 
job. That’s written for a pun and what 
we really mean is that he was sitting at 
his desk when plaster sifted through 
some small holes in the wall due to the 
men working in the next room and 
speckled up his suit and head. ... De- 
lores Michael and Marguerite Kehling 
are two new part time employees this 
month. Welcome, girls. . . . Claude 
Helm and Marjorie Whiting have been 
on the sick roll a number of days this 
month. ... March 20th is the deadline 
for turning in vacation preferences but 
Mavis Everett hasn’t wasted any time 
as she and her husband are California 
bound come March 6th for two most 
wonderful weeks. We sure envy you 
jucky people. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


News is a rather scarce item in the 
Service Department due to the large 
amount of work, but we will see what 
we can ‘scrape up. . . . Robert McDowell, 
formerly of the shop, has been trans- 
ferred to our department, and is work- 
ing on the main frame... . Lawrence 
Menebroker resigned as of February 
27, to go back to farming. . . . Chas. 
Nevin received an eviction notice a 
while back, and is now a proud home 
owner. His new address is 521 South 
28th Street. ... Several P. B. xX. jobs 
were completed last month. Bedric 
Wanek and. John Fischer completed two 
P.B.X. installations, one at Wesleyan 
University and one at Union College. 
Ed. Piper and Bob Swanson completed 
the P.B.X. installation at the Home for 


The Lincoln toll test 
board with ambidexirous 
Henry Peachman batting 
out a bit of left-handed 
morse code. 
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Dependent Children; and two 2-B P.B.X. 
installations, one at the Kaar Service 
Company and one for Dr. J. E. M. 
Thomson. Charlie Peachman and 
Art Smith spent about ten days at Sew- 
ard balancing the new toll entrance 
cable. ... Adella Kyckelhahn and Alice 
Hobson were off work for a few days 
due to colds. .. . We received a delicious 
box of nuts and candied fruits from Earl 
Rosker who is spending his vacation in 
“Sunny” California. ... We all wish to 
extend our deepest sympathy to Charlie 
Peachman whose wife passed away on 
February 13. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


This, our shortest month, seems to 
have been too, too short to acquire much, 
if any, news. Anyhow, things just don’t 
seem to happen these days; so what can 
we do but wait for spring, when things 
must surely happen! This we heard— 
Lillian Schafer and her sister were 
chased from their comfortable home one 
evening recently when company came. 
Not even “a cot in the hall” was af- 
forded them, and they were forced out 
in the cold to search for lodging... . We 
offer sincere sympathy to Esther Bor- 
chers and Helen Pierson. Miss Borchers 
was called home to Hastings by the ill- 
ness of her mother who passed away 
after her arrival. She is still detained 
by the illness of her father. The death 
of Mrs. Pierson’s father occurred 1n 
Lincoln, February 14th. Funeral serv- 
ices were held at Roberts Mortuary. .. - 
Darlene Huff and Arvilla McMahan are 
very happy these days with their new 
diamonds. .. . One of the girls on local, 
responding to a call for information, was 
met with the following entreaty, “Just a 
moment operator, the parrot is talking.” 
_.. We offer congratulations to the fol- 
lowing girls who are back to work after 
their recent marriages: Mrs. Genevieve 
Schwarz, Mrs. Corrine Bykerk and Mrs. 
Leata Schwindt. The quiet room 
was very quiet; no one even: knew the 
owner of the dirty, muddy ball shoes 
lying for days in the same place. Every- 
one tried to guess whose they were— 
finally Betty came in and picked them 
up. . . . We extend a welcome to the 
following girls, Addalene Lorensen, for- 
merly Chief Operator at Weeping 
Water, Kennetha Waterman taught by 
Mrs. Wilcox, Mrs. Dawn Guffey, Phyllis 
Jones, Mary Lou Johnson, Ruth How- 
ard, Carol Strohm transferred from 
Table Rock, Josephine Wilkas, Alice 
Meahan, Donna Deutsch and Ann Forst. 
... New Toll students are Betty Vogel- 
gesang, Marjorie Wulf, Jean Straka and 
Norma Bailey with Mable Volpp and 
Mary Ormand as student instructors and 
Mrs. Georgia Smith in charge of the 
class. . . . A case of mistaken identity 
caused excitement in Iva Mae Upton’s 
home recently. Upon answering a knock 


at her door, she was met with a hearty 
salutation, ‘“Hello, Iva Mae!” She man- 
aged to stammer a weak response to the 
stranger who seemed to make herself 
quite at home. “I’m your Aunt Elsie. 
Don’t you remember me? I guess you 
were pretty little when you saw me 
last!” Mr. and Mrs. Upton were a pretty 
bewildered couple until explanations 
were put forth by “Aunt Elsie,” who 
it seems had called for an Iva Mae in 
the Lincoln Traffic Department and not 
knowing her niece’s married name, called 
for Iva Mae Rogers. She was then in- 
formed Mrs. Iva Mae Upton worked 
there and was given that address upon 
her request. 


Southern District 


Ruth Haga, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 


One of our operators, Grace Brooks, 
is sporting a diamond. Our congratula- 


tions, Grace. ... January 31st we bid a 
fond farewell to Alberta DeBuhr, who 
resigned. .. . We welcome Florine Clark 


to our “throng of operators.” Good luck, 
Florine! Newcomers to the Plant 
Department are Clyde Hager and Dar- 
old Shafer. Welcome, Fellas. 


Beatrice 


Betty Jurgens and Shirley Gish, 


Correspondents 


Beatrice has had more than its share 
of illnesses with all the changes in this 
Nebraska weather. Among the many 
people who couldn’t resist the sudden 
drops and rises in the thermometer were: 
Harlan O. Gillespie, John Brockmeyer, 
Jr., Don Young, Harold Hawes, and 
Shirley Gish, who took time off to get 
rid of those little articles called “cold 
germs.” ... On the cold and gloomy day 
of February 2, 1948, Archie Stansbury 
arose hoping to see ground hogs—but 
instead he was greeted with the news 
that he had a new baby daughter—Linda 
Lee—who weighed in at 8 pounds and 
14 ounces. Congratulations, Archie!! 
The L. T. & T. office was pleasantly sur- 
prised when Beverly Ramsey of the 
Traffic Department and Harold Hawes of 
the Plant Department announced their 
engagement. Congratulations kids, that’s 
really keeping things within the Com- 
pany. ... Harlan Gillespie of the Plant 
Department has really been making a 
name for himself in the Burwood Open 
Bowling Tournaments. In this tourna- 
ment there were 310 singles and 88 teams 
entered. Harlan won eighth place in 
the singles with 647 pins and then came 
back with his team, Beatrice Recreation, 
and won sixth place. Congratulations, 
Harlan!!! There have been many 
new faces in the Traffic Department late- 
ly—Donna Willcoxon, Lois Ideus, Dol- 
lie Onnen and Althea Fanders are the 


The switchboard at Peru is 
nearing the end of its long 
and useful term of service. 
The exchange is among those 
which are scheduled for dial 
conversion soon. Seated at 
the board is Chief Operator 
Hope Adams whose pleasing 
and efficient service has be- 
come a by-word in the com- 
munity. Standing is her able 
assistant, Elmena Railback. 


new girls. Also Edith Liedtke joined us 
in February; the work was not new to 
her as she was employed here a few 
years ago. We wish to welcome you 
girls and the best of luck to all of you. 

. . The toll students this month are 
Bobbette Breese and Maragaret Elliott. 
How goes it gals? Margaret is also wear- 
ing a new diamond ring, third finger 
left hand. Now in ending let us 
remember our rising inflection. You see 
for the past few weeks Miss King has 
been in Beatrice teaching the girls the 
proper way to talk over a telephone. ... 
That’s all from Beatrice, see you next 
month. 


Dawson 


Frances Duryea spent a recent week- 
end in Lincoln visiting relatives. 


Fairbury 


Marion Thompson, Correspondent 


A Valentine Party was a recent event 
held in the basement of the Telephone 
Office. The evening was spent playing 
bingo. . . . Ruth Goeking, Velda Schip- 
per, Dorcas Slater and Elsie Schoenrock 
of the Traffic Department have been on 
our sick list. Mrs. Leora Church has 
resigned to join her husband in Lincoln. 

. Beryl Leslie spent a few days in 
Denver with relatives. Dorcas Slater 
and Miss Alpers were Lincoln visitors. 
Miss Alpers also visited in Clatonia. .. 
Jack Caley is improving and hopes to 
be back on the job soon. We'll be glad 
to see him... “Louie” has been named 
the most popular and eligible bachelor 
of the month among the Traffic gals. 
Careful Louie, this is Leap Year. 


Humboldt 


Mariella Williamson, Correspondent 


Betty Lou Herr has resigned to attend 
school in Lincoln. . . . Miss Bennett of 
Auburn Traffic was a visitor in our 
office February 18th. Catharine 
Gillan, Chief Operator, was presented 
with a dozen red roses on her birthday 
by the office force. 
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Tecumseh 
Mary Estes, Correspondent 

Miss Jerrie Murphy spent a recent 
week-end at St. Mary visiting friends 
and relatives. ... Miss Mary Estes and 
her father of Cook were guests of Rus- 
sell Estes and family in Tecumseh Feb- 
ruary 15th, the occasion was to celebrate 
Mary’s and Russell’s fathers’ birthdays. 
The cutover of the Tecumseh exchange 
took place at 10 P. M. February 21st 
and was very successful. Later in the 
evening a lunch was served in the Hop- 
kins Hotel. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Exeter 
Marge Grewell, chief operator at Exe- 
ter, journeyed to Greeley, Colorado, on 
a business trip. 


Fairmont 
The employees at the Fairmont office 
had a birthday party for Anna Baker at 
Ethel Patrick’s home. Ice cream and 
cake were served and Mrs. Baker re- 
ceived many lovely gifts. 


Geneva 
Betty Schupbach, Correspondent 

Hazel Drummond, an employee of the 
Traffic Department at Geneva, found it 
a little hard to get up the steps one 
morning while coming to work. She 
twisted her ankle but is fine now... . 
Forty new numbers were added to the 
Geneva switchboard this last month. 


Hastings 


Betty Hudson and Patricia Harkins, 
Correspondents 


Well, friend Ground Hog has seen his 
shadow and predicted six more weeks of 
winter and bad weather, but we ex- 
pected it anyway so we will renounce 
him as a fraud and get on with the news. 

One item that always takes top 
billing with us is that in the line of 
marriage, and who has taken the fatal 
step. This month Frances Curley, now 
Mrs. William Finnie, appears to have 


the spot light. Congratulations, Francis, 
we hear that you are getting him trained 
right from the beginning. ... On Feb- 
Tuary 4th the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company had a party for 
Hurley (Mae) Moberg, celebrating a 
25th anniversary. The following men 
from Hastings also attended this event: 
W. F. Combs, Jim Dudgeon, J. A. Mason, 
John Spady, R. E. Wait, Max C. Walker, 
and D. C. Wilson. The boys all re- 
ported a very fine time and wish to 
thank the AT&T Company members for 
their invitations. . . . Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Mitchell have announced the 
birth of a son born on February 6th. 
Mrs. Mitchell was formerly employed as 
the Jr. Secy. in the Western District 
Office. . . . The new type headsets we 
now have are quite the thing and have 
been called everything from “wonder- 
ful inventions” to “those crazy con- 
traptions.” They seem to be very sensi- 
tive and will even transmit the sound of 
an operator’s breathing. This being the 
case, when a supervisor adjusted Doro- 
thy Evers’ headset away from her mouth, 
Miss Evers asked in a very distressed 
tone, “But how will I know if I’m 
breathing????” ...A few mornings ago 
we noticed Flossie Grosshans standing 
around as quiet as a mouse and looking 
slightly perplexed, contrary to her usual 
Cheerful attitude. Upon being asked 
what was the matter, Flossie replied 
that she was just plain worried. She was 
due to take her toll exam that morning 
end had lost quite a bit of sleep over it. 
However, as fate would have it, Coralee 
Utecht, her fellow toll student, had de- 
veloped a bad toothache and reported 
off so the test was postponed. Now just 
don’t ever let us hear you say that some 
people are always unlucky, Flossie! ... 
Speaking of people who haven’t mas- 
tered the art of driving a car, and we are, 
it seems that another little gal, Betty 
Willmes discovered via the hard way 
that her best driving can be done from 
the back seat. She declares up and down 
that it was the street’s fault and not 
hers, but we girls know better than that. 
Cars simply don’t wrap themselves 
around telephone poles, and streets cer- 
tainly don’t put them there. That’s okay, 
Betty, remember the old saying, “Try, 
Try, Again.” ...In almost any real con- 
versation or what have you, the subject 
must get around to a discussion of opera- 
tions sooner or later, so now we have 
come to that point—June Karsting and 
Louetta Jensen have taken time off re- 
cently to have their tonsils removed. 
Fortunately no complications have set in 
and both are back and doing fine. But 
if you should notice June leaning slightly 
to one side or to the other, just give her 
a gentle shove and put her back on her 
feet again. It seems to have something 
to do with equilibrium or some _ such 
animal. ... We had our big ears open 


the other day, as we always do, and we 
overheard June Karsting making plans 
for that big event. I guess Cupid is 
claiming another victim. ... The ru- 
mors about a new night relief operator 
turned out to be not just rumors after 
all. This rumor turned out to have a 
real nice ending ard not just ordinary 
either. She is really here in the fiesh, 
and in case you haven’t met her, she is 
Jessie Van Trump who hails from Su- 
perior. We certainly would like to take 
this means of wishing you the best of 
luck, and the heartiest welcome, Jessie. 
. . . Our new local students are Francis 
Lundeen and Waunita Willmes. Wel- 
come girls, we hope that we will be 
able to make you feel right at home. 

. The toll operaters may have no- 
ticed two new faces in their midst, Dar- 
lene Eldred and Aletha Bennett are 
moving on to those brackets of higher 
learning. 


Hebron 
Evelyn Dankenbring, Correspondent 


Recently, Miss Barbara Willmore of 
the Traffic Department was married to 
William Rakestraw of Geneva. She will 
continue her work. 


Superior 


Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 


On the evening of February 10th, the 
girls of the Traffic Department had a 
party in honor of Jessie Van Trump, 
Assistant Chief Operator. Miss Van 
Trump was transferred to the Hastings 
Traffic Department as Night Relief Op- 
erator. The evening was spent playing 
games; then lunch was served. Miss Van 
Trump was presented with a gift. We 
hope you like your new job Jessie, and 
the best of luck to you. 


Sutton 


Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 


The telephone operators, Miss Mon- 
son and Mr. Adkins of the Sutton ex- 
change, were guests at the Fireman’s 


banquet held at the I.0.0.F. Hall on 
February 19th. 


York 
Norma Schneider, Correspondent 


The Traffic Department has been re- 
ceiving visits from the Girl and Boy 
Scout groups. Artie Bowen was showing 
a group around that was, shall we say, so 
“interested” in the office that they all 
rather liked to go all around on their 
own. “Scattered” shall we say. After 
Miss Bowen had shown them around 
and got them all collected and was back 
in her chair behind the desk, what should 
she see but a little girl standing by her- 
self and looking very interested. Well, 
they may have been a difficult group 
but I’m sure most of the girls like to 
have visitors once in a while, especially 
the operators who were offered candy. 
After one little girl had offered candy 
to Helen Garner, Luree McCarty, and 
Yours Truly, she stopped. It couldn’t 
have been hard for her to discover she 
was doing the wrong thing especially 
after four “No thank you’s.” (We had 
to say it twice. Her teacher didn’t hear 
us and told the student to ask us again. 
Three scarlet faces.) It certainly was a 
temptation though, wasn’t it??? ... Wed- 
ding bells rang out for Jean Harter Feb- 
ruary 10th. She will continue her work. 
.. . Even a fool could tell when June 
Henning has company from Central City, 
she prays for a blizzard, and if that 
doesn’t work, she says she’d just settle 
for lots and lots of snow. . . . February 
10th, the day of the big snow, operators 
could be seen plodding, slipping, sliding, 
and even falling on their way to work. 
. Loretta Heineke and Genevieve 
Graff both fell down on the ice in front 
of the auditorium. They took the long 
way to work the next day... . Yesterday 
we all swam to work. But it was worth 
it. If there was anyone who didn’t get 
a touch of spring fever, they are either 
a sourpuss or like “Snowbound” Hen- 
ning. . . . Hattie Marquardt celebrated 
her birthday recently. Hattie placed 2 
cupcake in Mrs. Pflughaupt’s locker and 
didn’t tell her about it. Mrs. Pflughaupt 
inquired around but didn’t find out who 
the giver was. She took it home and 
didn’t eat it. She was thinking about 
giving the girls the lie detector test when 
Hattie called. After the episode of the 
trick gum the C.O. is very cautions... - 
Mrs. Hatfield will be leaving us soon 
and she said she was really looking for- 
ward to staying home. She is going to 
do nothing but be chief cook and bottle 
washer! . .. Our new toll students are 
Loretta Heineke and Lavinna Hagenson 
and their new toll instructor is Edna 
Mae Marquardt. ... Robert Tucker has 
again joined the forces of the Plant De- 
partment, after an extended illness. It 
is great to have you back with us, Bob. 


Flexiduct Proves Its Worth 


(Continued from Page 7) 


linguished its rights in favor of the 
combinationmen and finally a patent 
was obtained. However it seemed to 
have little commercial value, for they 
soon found that it was dificult to try 
to sell a method. They decided that 
they needed an article which would 
be ready to install, rather than one 
that had to be built on the job. 


After a great amount of trial and 
experiment, the two inventors de- 
vised the ducts and fittings, using 
synthetic rubber for the materials. 
The models were first shaped in 
wood from which a plaster mold was 
made, and later cast in bronze. 
These castings served as masters in 
their project of turning out the fin- 
ished synthetic rubber product in 
their kitchen workshop. Their ad- 
ventures, as they passed through 
these phases of the invention’s de- 
velopment, are too many and too 
hideous to be related here. It is said 
that when they got into the rubber 
pouring stage, the neighbors for 
blocks around wore clothespins on 
their noses. 


Then came a period of delay, ex- 
pense and disheartening reverses un- 
til at last they were able to sell a 
large rubber manufacturing com- 
pany on the merits of their idea. The 
rest is simply said: Now on the mar- 
ket under the trade name of “Flexi- 
duct,” the product is available to 
the industry which has received it 
with enthusiasm. Already the two 
major telephone trade journals have 
taken cognizance of its possibilities 
and have presented the story of its 
use and development to their readers 
in recent feature articles. Our own 
Company was one of the first to 


order a generous supply. 


The many friends of Rex and Alex 
are watching with interest and ela- 
tion the growing demand for “Flex1- 
duct” and are hoping that they may 
reap heavily of the reward they so 
richly deserve. 


Volley Ball Team Wins the Trophy 


Although the league season is not yet completed, our Telephone 
Girls’ volleyball team can already lay claim to the championship of 
the Lincoln Industrial League. Their record of 18 games won, with 
no losses, is enough to bring them the title, even should they lose all 
the rest of their games—and they have shown no inclination to lose 
any. So far this season they have scored 372 points to 93 for their 
opponents, a ratio of four points to one. 

Pictured above is a bit of action from their game with the Vets 
Administration team, and below, the new champs themselves, left 
to right, front row: Lorraine Williams, Elaine Scoville, Gladys 
Holscher, Genevieve Griffin, Lucile Buss. Back row: Arvilla Mc- 
Mahan, Dorothy Adkisson, Audrey Aulthouse, Arlene Zabel, Ruth 
Marrow, Darlene Johannes. ... Not in picture, “Mickey” Eilers and 
Coach Harold Brady. 
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SHIPMENT TODAY , WHAT. 
HAVE | GOT % SEND Fe 
TOMORROW 7 me 


4 


LOOK AXEL-~ LETS Te¥ 1T 
AGAIN— SEND THE TAMORAR 
Y SHIPMENT TODAY ~ AND THE- 
> STRONSBURG SHIPMEN 
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ROLLY WINDERS AND AXEL BERGLUND GOT INTO ONE OF THOSE, 
7y)40'S ON FIRST DIALOGUES ABOUT A RUSH SHIPMENT OF 
SUPPLIES FOR TAMORF, 


As Lf 44 


ELEVATOR OPERATOR, LINCOLN , ON THE MORNING OF THE BIG SNOW, 
FOLLOWED THE TRAIL BROKEN BY A FELLOW WHO TOOK FIVE-FOOT 


YY fist 

EORGE MEHURON PARKE 
YE. ee hee tanec, || SRIDES— HATHIE. TRIED TO STEP IN HIS TRACKS AND THe. EFFORT 
Ys BEFORE HE FounO Tar | | UHOE HER 90 STIFF THAT SHE COULD HARDLY WALK FOR DAYS - 


Vig 
DURING THE. ZERO WEATHER,ANNA SEYMOUR, ¢ 
TRAVELING CHIEF, GOT A HOTEL ROOM IN ONE - = 
OF OUR THRIVING TOWNS ON THE VERY 
NIGHT THAT THE HOTEL HEATING SYSTEM 
BROKE DOWN-AND AS THE PLACE GOT oe 
COLDER AND COLDER ,ANNA TOOK = 7~' 
MATTERS INTO HER OWN HANDS, - 
PACKED HER GRIPS AND GOT __ 
: olf ie oe oe 
aa. WHETHER 
Hit OE MS: Fre BILL MORRIS 15 TRYING To SPENT THE NIGHT WALKING 
Ee Neh NGG cam) BREAK HIS YOUNG SONOF THE } | > | 
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ms OF THE NIGHT- 50 A —————= 
FEW NIGHTS AGO WHEN 


SS \SONNY CAME CREEPING | ——$<_$_—<$—=—— 
“IN, BILL GOT UP, WITHOUT | EY THEY MUST HAVE Ft 
A WORD AND HEAYSD HIS GOVERNOR ON THIS CAR- 
FRAME INTO JUNIOR'S BED 0. | fi) CANT SEEM TO a ANY 

tae) ee HE GOT RIGHT OUT AGAIN foo, { fx SPEED OUT OF | 
sere ee WITHTHE MAST OF A ToY SAIL BOAT 
eae STICKING INTO HIS TORSO, 


Se g, A SKUNK HAD 
ee & TAKEN POSSESSION 
== I, OF THE BUILDING. BOTH 

LAD ce orcs aro THe SKUNK WERE 
<" YER¥ BROAD-MINDED ABOUT IT 
AND NOBODY GOT TOUGH —T00 BAD - BECAUSE 
IT COULD HAVE BEEN A WONDERFUL STorY ! 
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IS PRETTY GOOD- DON'T 


' 


eeener 


eaves 


t alad 


NICE DAY: ISN'T. 
IT? OH-WE 


SAID THAT. 


M 
ih 


YW 


Is 


¢ 
nil 
ul 


Wa assi: 


Ws 
Th 
Ff shel 


arth 


t 


= ee 
eeececeseenese 


eeeeeseerase 


Ie 


ge Fy é a 
Vita 


‘ 


verre 
TT} 


en 


| 


Ir 


ee seaes 


PFUL. 


DRIVING FROM BEATRICE TO FAIRBURY The. OTMER DAY WITHTHE HEL 
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AND WAS A BIT HAZY AS To THE GIRL'S HAS 300 FEET OF SIDEWALK 
ADDRESS. HE FINALLY PUSHED A DOOR- To SHOVEL AT HIS “ESTATE 
| BELL WAS USHERSD INTO THE SITTING WAS COMPLETELY WORN OUT 


| ROOM AND ENTERTAINED FORTHE |} a WEN He GOT TO WORK ON 


BETTER PART OUR B | | 
‘O1b FOLKS BoECRe We DISCOVERED || THE TWO MORNINGS OF THE 
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THAT HE WAS IN THE WRONG HOUSE .| | RECORD SNOWFALL , 


BUT HOW WILL 1 | 
KNOW IF 1M 
BREATHING 


WHEN THE SUPERVISOR. 
ADJUSTED THE TRANSMITTER OF 
HER HEADSET AWAY FROM HER 
MOUTH , DOROTHY EVERS, HASTINGS, as 
CAME FORTH WITH THIS PERTINENT QUESTION , 
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The forty-fifth anniversary of the organization of our 
Company and the forty-fifth service anniversary of our Founder, 
Mr. Frank H. Woods. were celebrated by a “family open house” 
and reception held at the General Office Building at Lincoln 
on March 14. Employees invited their families and friends to 
attend with them and over 700 persons gathered to pay their 
respects and extend congratulations to Mr. Woods. 
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Employees and their guests were first conducted through the 
One of the first groups, under the guidance of Howard Spahnle, begins 


various departments and offices of the building where narrators 7 
explained the points of interest. Typical exclamations of “And | eee a building in the business office which was in process of 
this is where | work,” “My, isn’t this interesting,” and “Why, 
Lloyd Lyne explains some of the operations of the Eng: | had no idea--” were heard as the sixteen guides showed the 
enous groups through the building. The tours were concluded with the . 
reception held in the offices of Mr. Woods after which re- 
freshments were served by a group of hostesses in attractive 
formal attire. Guy O. Seaton, personnel director, arranged the 
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program and was in general charge of the activity. 


> 


CRRA ATE Me 


b 


state 


AAGEES 


Melba Richards 
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Hugo Staley explains the intricacies of the main switchroom 
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The conclusion 


Howard Smith explains the functions of the toll test board ae 
as he is joined 


a ee 


“ 


ROSEN AN a, 


Mr. Woods poses with the group of charming 
hostesses whose presence enhanced the attractive. 
ness and enjoyment of the reception Left to right, 
Marie Jackson, Mina Jorgensen, Mary Dietrich, 
Wilma Crupe, Kathryn Portsche, Jean Schulz, Mr 
Woods, Elsie Powell, Ima Jeanne Wear, Melba 
Richards, Hulda Gessner and Aletha Davison 
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Some of the equipment used in providing long distance service 1s explained The Printing Department is explained by Harold Brady 


by Ivan Paddack 


The President's Tribute To Uur Founder 


ieee 7. 1948, was the 45th 
oh 


anniversary of the founding of 


the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
eraph Company. It also marked the 
45th anniversary of service with the 
Company of its Founder, Frank H. 
Woods. 

In 1903 the telephone industry 
was new; communication as we know 
it today was non-existant. [t took the 
foresight and vision, the courage and 
optimism of a Pioneer to foresee its 
future: it took the faith and confi- 
dence. the trust and belief in our 
great republic to stimulate our P1o0- 
rs to embark on uncharted 


It is significant that not only the 
telephone industry was at the very 
threshold of its life, but also many 
others that have played so :mportant 
and vital a part in the building and 
developing of the greatest and best 
place in all the world—for you and 
for me and for all free people. 

At the beginning of this period 
1903, the electric light, the automo- 
hile and many other inventions that 
have played an important role in the 
and success of this great 


growth i 
were practically unknown. 


country 


The Wright Brothers made the first 
successful airplane flight at Kitty 
Hawk. The radio tube was not yet 
invented. Lincoln had about 2,000 
es today it has 38,000. 


telepho i005, 


The men who had the vision and 
courage to pioneer these important 
things, to foresee their usefulness to 
a nation, their benefit and comfort 
to a community. Were truly pioneers. 


President Thomas C. 
Woods spoke in tribute to 
| Mr. Frank H. Woods as a fit- 
| ting climax to the reception 
| held on March 14 in honor 
| of the forty-fifth service an- 
| niversary of the Company's 
| Founder. The scene below 
| shows Mrs. Marie Jackson 
| of the General Traffic De- 
| partment presenting Mr. 
| Woods with the forty-five | 
| year service emblem as 
President Woods, at left. 
| and a group of employees 
and guests observe the cere- 
mony. 


The road was not always smooth and 
the way not always clear. Opposi- 
tion from unfriendly sources was met 
and overcome. Our Founder led the 
tight of the independent telephone 
group against the powerful Bell 
which resulted in their complete in 
dependence and indeed in their sur- 
vival. 

Along with this great struggle our 
Founder fostered and encouraged 
the development of the automatic 
telephone. One of the first large 
Installations of this type of equip’ 


ment was made in Lincoln. Again 
the courage and foresight of the 
Pioneer is apparent, for today the 
automatic is the standard of the 
world. 

Contrary to the opinion of many 
and against great) Opposition, our 
Founder championed the regulation 
of utilities by enlightened govern: 
ment. Our own state provided for 
such regulation in 1906. The wis- 
dom of such regulation in the public 
interest has never been questioned. 

Our Founder was instrumental 1n 
the development of sound, honest 
financing of utilities, In creating 
the confidence of the banks and the 
public in their securities, without 
which moneys the industry could 
never have developed or survived. 
Not only did he take part in creating 
this contidence but his entire energy 
was directed toward maintaining it 
hy absolute honesty and truthfulness 
with financial institutions, the public 
and the stockholders. He has always 
said as many of you have heard, that 
he wanted his company to be a model 
public utility; the best telephone ser 
vice for the public for the lowest 
possible price, fair and considerate 
treatment of the employees and 
stockholders. In other words, a fair 
deal for all. 

It is interesting to note that the 
Lincoln Company under his direction 
was one of the first not only in Ne- 
braska, but in the United States to 
provide for pensions, sickness bene’ 
fits, group IMsurance, vacations with 
pay for its employees — another 
Pioneer JOD. 

And so it is my privilege as Pres- 
sent this pin to you in honor of your 
45 years of service. As an employee 
of the Company and for them all, | 
thank you for the privilege of havin 
an honorable, outstanding institution 
to serve a Company built on a sub- 
stantial, honest toundation. respected 
by all and directed on a course 
by your years of industry and untir- 
‘ats effort that MNsures that its future 


Its pst. 


Volleyball Champs 


AST month it could be reported 

that the Telephone Girls’ Volley- 
ball Team were to be champions of 
the Industrial League, because first 
place in the standing was then a 
mathematical certainty, even if they 
lost ‘the two remaining games on 
their schedule. With the curtain 
now rung down on the season, the 
full record of our “Alger” girls is 
now available. 


The said two remaining games 
were won without ruffling a coiffure, 
and they stood at the head of their 
league as undefeated champions with 
twenty games won. A week later 
they met the champions of the City 
League, none other than the Mills 
Insurance team, who won a double- 
header from our girls at the close of 
last year’s scason to edge them out 
of the trophy. This time the results 
were reversed, as the Telephone girls 
went about their winning ways, and 
had the double satisfaction of aveng- 
ing last year’s defeat—and gaining 
the title of City Champions. 

As a grand finale the girls, thirteen 
strong, were treated by the Company 
to a big evening in Omaha, where 
they sat as spectators at a hockey 
game, and as principals at a steak 
dinner. 


Brock To Be 


Rotary Club President 
HE ROTARY Club of Wilber at 


a recent meeting elected the Com- 
pany 's area man- 
ager, George 
Brock, as presi 
dent. Mr. Brock 
has been active 
in civic and com- 
munity affairs at 
Wilber since be- 
coming area man- 
ager in 1944. He 
was secretary of 
the Rotary Club 
last year and has been a director of 
the Chamber of Commerce for the 


George Brock 


past two years. He has also been 
active in other organizations, par’ 
ticularly in the work of the Boy 
Scouts 


Supervisory Promotions Announced 


E. J. Flowerday Dan W. Smith 


ROMOTIONS were announced 

last month for E. J. Flowerday, 
Dan W. Smith, Lloyd Oglesby and 
Max C. Walker. Mr. Flowerday, 
formerly manager at Pawnee City, 
was transferred to Hastings on 
April 1 and will become the Hastings 
Wire Chief on May 1. Succeedin» 
him at Pawnee City will be Dan W. 
Smith who moves from the position 
of manager at Wymore to his rew 
post. Lloyd Oglesby was promoted 
from the position of combinationman 
at Beatrice to that of rianager at 
Wymore and Max C. Walker. Hast- 
ings Wire Chief, will acsume new 
duties in the district plant office in 
Lincoln. All have fine records of ser- 
vice with the Company and their ini- 
tative and ability have been tully 
demonstrated. 

Mr. Flowerday began his telephene 
career with the Construction Depart- 
nent in 1928 serving as groundman 
and lineman. He was made manager 
at Bennet in 1935 and in 1937 moved 
to Wahoo as a combinationman. In 
ek he was named manager at Hum- 
Bolas and in 1946 went to Pawnee 
City as manager of the Pawnee Tele- 
phone Company. During recent 
months he has had the benefit of 
much experience with dia] installa- 
tions and received a course of ¢rajn- 
ing on this subject in Lincoln, With 
Hastings scheduled for dial opera- 
tion late next year, this knowledse 
will prove particularly useful in his 
New position, 

Pawnee City also is scheduled for 
dial service within coming months 


and Dan Smith's experience with this 


At 5 ee 


Max C. Walker 


Lloyd Oglesby 


type of service and equipment will 
stand him in good stead in his new 
position. He has been with the Com- 
pany since 1933, serving as a switch- 
boardman at York and later as district 
clerk in the district manager's office 
at Beatrice. He served overseas in 
Europe with the 193rd Signal Repair 
Company during the war, holding 
the commission of First Lieutenant. 
Since 1946, he has done a fine job 
as manager of the Company at 
Wymore. 


Mr. Oglesby assumes his new re- 
sponsibilities as manager at Wymore 
with a background of 14 years of 
service in the Plant Department. Al- 
though this will be Lloyd's first ex- 
perience in a managerial position, we 
feel certain that he will have little 
difficulty in establishing himself in 
the community. His enterprise and 
ebility, coupled with a friendly per- 
sonality and desire to do a good job, 
are characteristic traits which will aid 
him in his new work. His service 
began in York in 1934 when he was 
employed as a groundman. He later 
served at Lincoln, Auburn and Be- 
atrice holding positions of lineman, 
cable splicer and combinationman. 

Max Walker's well deserved ad- 
vancement will bring him to Lincoln 
on May 1 where he will become asso- 
ciated with the district plant office. 
Since 1939 he has held the position 
of wire chief at Hastings, prior to 
which he served as a switchman at 
Lincoln and switchboardman at Hast 
ings. In September he will have com 
pleted twenty-two years of service 


with the Company. 


Mr. Agee Announces 


Approaching Retirement 


A ines H. Agee tossed a bomb-shell 
into the proceedings of the 48th 
annual convention of the Nebraska 
Telephone Association when he an- 
nounced his 1n- 
tention to retire 
during the year 
as vice-president 
and general man- 
ager of our Com- 
pany. “Tve been 
the quarter back 
long enough. he 
said. “Now Im 
looking for a 
ood seat in the 


stadium.” There was no announce: 


~-snere 


John H. Agee 


Mr. Agee made the announcement 
during an address before the con- 
vention during which he said also 
that this appearance before the meet- 
ing would be his last in the role of 
‘a speaker, Although known to some. 
his expressed intention came as a 
shock and surprise to many of the 
delegates. Following his talk, the 
Association's president. Neil Shreck, 
proposed a standing ovation as an in 
dication of appreciation for the years 
of invaluable service which Mr. Agee 
has devoted in behalf of the state 
and national association. The fervor 
and continuation of the applause left 
no doubt as to the warmth and sin- 
cerity of feeling which was demon: 
strated. At the present time, Mr. 
Agee is a member of the Executive 
Committee and chairman of the Em- 
ployment Relations Committee of the 
United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association. 

The convention Was held On March 
3¢) and 31 at Omaha and was at- 
tended by delevates representing 
member Companies throughout the 
etate. members of the Railway Com- 
mission and others associated with 
the telephone ficld. Representatives 
of all areas. districts and = depuart- 
ments of our Company were in at- 
tendans oO Tee Cer ey the excellent pro- 


oram of addresses on subjects of in- 


terest to telephone people. Presi: 
dent Thomas (° W oods and Mr. 
Av ( represented oul Company )1) 


speakers program and Merle M 


the 


Hale. general commercial superin- 
tendent, presided as toastmaster at 
the banguct. Mr. Hale also was re- 


elected as a member of the Associa- 


tion’s Board of Directors. 


- 


Remodeling In Progress 
i fees business office at 14 and M. 
and the supply offices at 21 and L 
streets. Lincoln. are currently under- 
SONY SURETY to take CATE of cheir 
crowing pains. The work in both 
offices is well under way and meet- 
ing with enthusiastic acclaim) from 
the future occupants. 

The business office has been ex- 
tended to the north into the space 
formerly occupied by tenants on the 
eround floor of the general office 
building. This large section, now 
nearly completed. has been divided 
into offices for the district commer- 
cial manager, area commercial man- 
ager, directory compilation super- 
visor, money counting room. ladies 
lounge and rest room and a large 
central office for the credit and 
clerical forces. 

The new supply office will occupy 
the second floor north wing of the 
21 and L streets building. Chief 
Clerk L. A. Stacy and his retinue will 
move into the new quarters when the 
finishing touches and lighting fix- 
tures have been added. The office of 
the supervisor of supplies and the 
reception room are to change places 
When that section is) renovated. 
Under this arrangement the depart- 
ment gains space and becomes a 
more comprehensive unit. 


Lincoin Telephone News 


Published tn the [Interest of the Employees 
of This Company to Whom It I[s Fur 
nished Without Charge 


A. B GORMAN Edttor 
J H. HARTLEY Assistant Editor 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
1342 M Street Lincoln 1 Nebr. 
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Company Director 


Taken By Death 
i ere Lester B, Stiner,. 77, who 


has been a member of the Board 
of Directors for nearly a quarter of 
a century, died in a Hastings hospital 
on March 16. 
after a short ill- 
ness, lwdve 
Stiner took an 
active interest mn 
all atfaire: of the 
Company, was 
unfailing in his 
attendance at 
board meetings 
and often repre- 
sented the direc- 


at employee and Pioneer 


L. B. Stiner 


tors 
functions. 

A leader in civic and fraternal 
affairs. and former mayor of Hast- 
ings, he has held office as president 
of various organizations including 
the Hastings Chamber of Commeree, 
the United South Platte Chambers 
of Commerce. the Hastings Rotary 
Club and Adams County Bar Asso- 
ciation. A past potentate of the 
Tchama Shrine Temple, he took an 
active part in the Scottish Rite and 
other Masonic bodies, the Knights of 
Pythias and the First Congregational 
Church. He also served on the State 
Planning Board and_ held member: 
ship in the Nebraska State and Amer- 
ican Bar Association and the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter, Independent 
Telephone Pioneer Association. 

The Hastings Tribune, in an edt 
torial lamenting his death, points out 
that although Judge Stiner was an 
attorney and jurist of wide repute 
he was not content to devote his en 
ergies and time exclusively to his 
profession, that his career is marked 
hy a record of public service that 
made him a citizen of whom the 
word “outstanding” is all too inade- 
quate a term. 


The first telephone exchange 1n 


London was installed in 1878, with 


Samuel Insull as the first telephone 


ane rator and Cseorge Bernard Shaw 


ads One of the employees. 
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Meet the Champ 
ARLAN Gillespie, King-pin of 
the Beatrice Keglers, is mighty 
hard to get along with these days. 
The dream of every good bowler 
came true for Harlan last month 
when he put three hot games to- 
gether and came out with a scorch- 
ing 622, his all time pinnacle as well 
as the undisputed tops in the Beatrice 
Recreation League. He saw a glim- 
mer of the “Promised Land” just the 
week before when he rolled a 599, 
just one tantalizing pin away from 
the 600 mark. His 622 series was put 
together with the following games: 
234-—172—216. His league average 
for the year is 175. Incidentally, the 
best score for the Lincoln league for 
the year is Ken Lawson's 593. 
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Pawnee City To Become 


L. T. and T. Exchange 


Pawnee City will become the 
122nd exchange to be operated by 
our Company as soon as. certain 
necessary legal procedures have been 
completed following the dissolution 
of the Pawnee Telephone Company. 
Resolutions were passed last month 
at a meeting of the board of directors 
of the Pawnee Company which will 
effect this dissolution. The “News” 
will carry a complete story after the 
Company acquires the exchange. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 
of March: 

Primary members: L. C. Reid, Sup- 
ply Department, $10.50; Pauline E. 
Bott, Beatrice Traffic Department, 
$57.50; R. C. Hawkins, Construction 
Department, $174.50: Marian F. 
Jelinek, Lincoln Traffic Department, 
$10.00; Francis M. Virgil, Accounting 
Department, $48.00; H. W. Stroup, 
Lincoln Service Department, $14.00; 
Mrs. Joyce Eden, Beatrice Traffic 
Department, $162.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. C. F. Peachman. 
Lincoln, $20.63; Mrs. E. T. Little, 
Auburn, $33.75; Mrs. B. F. Fergu- 
son, Lincoln, $136.88: Mrs. C. C. 
Donley. Lincoln, $193.46. 


Telephone Convenience For Vets 


“FINXELECART™ is the name devised 

by the United States Govern- 
ment for the latest unit of subscrib- 
ers’ equipment to be furnished by 
The Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company, two of which have 
recently been placed in service at the 
U. S. Veterans’ Hospital in Lincoln. 
It consists of a pay-station and long 
cord, mounted on a portable medical 
table. Its use is to provide tele- 
phone service—incoming, outgoing, 
local or long distance—to bedfast 
patients. 

The request for such a contrivance 
originated with the government dur- 
ing the closing years of the war, but 
due to metal shortages, portable 
tables of the necessary strength and 
design could not be had until a few 
months ago when two tables were 


(Right) The portable 
“telecart’ unii consists 
of a pay Station with 
extra length _ cords 
mounted ona metal 
table. The wheels are 
rubber cushioned. 
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finally secured. They were turned 
over to the general shop, where the 
mountings for the pay-station and 
wire reels were designed by Lowell 
Johnson and “Bud” Miller. 

At the hospital, the “telecarts” 
were placed in care of the ladies of 
the American Legion Auxiliary, who 
maintain offices in the building. As 
one of its many voluntcer-services, 
this organization has assumed the 
task of providing telephone service 
to patients in all parts of the struc- 
ture. Mrs. Genia McGlasson. who 
has charge of the Auxiliary offices 
at the hospital reports that both 
units are kept busy but that their 
workers feel amply repaid for their 
labors by the expressions of appre- 
ciation from veterans who may now 
make and receive calls which, other- 
wise, would not have been possible. 


(Left) Veteran Wil- 
liam Sipma enjoys a 
bed-side chat with the 
folks at home. He is 
assisted by Miss 
Peterson, nurse at the 
Veterans Hospital. 


The following list of new employees 1s published as a gesture of friendly 


welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy 


their new Occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it, 


Name Exchange Title Date Employed 
Accounting 
rine: Bailey. c oo Cincolickcssce.s, O29 erro a eereer March 11. 1948 
Commercial 
Melva Swisher... LL APCOI So cdsncdececs S(. ¢ aeeeereee ee March 3. 1948 
Construction 
Bo L. Herz6@.. oon Hastinys.............. (SPOUndMANne..a.s.. March 8, 1948 
C. E. Jordan... Lincoln................ Groundman............. March 3, 1948 
Re, dao Kage ee Lincoln......00.2...--- Groundman........... March 8, 1948 
Wao Bu Vanitine:......<.. Lincoln....2..c02.002+- Ground mMaMnscte. February 17, 1948 
Service 
ae 3 Cos ce ee Hastings.............. Switchboardman.....March 5, 1948 
Ro Ry Ramsey ce cuss. Lanois catia J ESovl ke, caeeneenenee nena March 22. 1948 
Traffic 
Funice Applegate. Weeping Water.A Operator............. March 22, 1948 
Norma Arnold... Humboldt. ....... A&L Operator veeeeee March 1, 1948 
Mary Bower c.0 o50- FSA ons ccvesbace iN POT ARON sitsieeten March 8, 1948 
Patricia Colgrove......... Weilber..........00.2+.- A&L Operator....... Mare 1, 1948 
Georgia Cummings..... Auburn............... Pe OE TACO ecter ti sade February 24, 1948 
Dorothy Grafton... LAI COVi c:5.i-nueesehs E Operator oor ee errr eee March 8, 1948 
Pauline Hergott........... jae Ub gle, 0g eee A&L Operator......March 22, 1948 
Anna Humlicek........ (Bristol Oi 5 soem A&ésL Operator....... March 22, 1948 
Edna Jacobson... Nebraska -Gitv..c% Operator. 2.6... March 9, 1948 
Loretta Lighteap.. Ore Gs | ale || 9 eee A Operator ainNicemiie side March 16, 1948 
Frances Lundeen. eg F:) wh 9° Pe CGPI ictndens. February 23, 1948 
Helen Mares. Pair Bury crete Operatorinkcc:z, March 22, 1948 
Grace Marrow Lincoln......... saiesdl CD DCTHOOT, 2 seceded: March 2, 1948 
Joan Pospisil.. 0... Wahoo................A Operator......... March 1. 1948 
Vera Schluckebier.... Seward...... ..A&L Operator.......March 2. 1948 
Neva Schnase.............. Hastings..............A Operator ...March 8, 1948 
Zeclla M. Seip Lincoln.. A Operator............March 9, 1948 
Billy Stetfin _ Hastings A QOperator..... March 1, 1948 
Freda Swanson ~~ Seward AL Operator February 27, 1948 
Roma Shannon Hastinys A Operator — March 23. 1948 
Elizabeth Turnbull Ceresco... . Chief Operator: March 1. 1948 
Cashier 
Pons Walker Nebraska Caity AV-Ciperator March 9. 1948 
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Dial Comes To Peru 

MAKE number of dial exchanges 
operated by the Company reached 

fifty on Friday. March 26, with the 

sees at Peru. The new equip: 

ment. a 200-line Automatic Electric 

CAX unit. is being housed in the 


building erected for that purpose in 
the rear of the lot on which the 
manual office was located. 

The honor of pulling the picks 
which cut the new switchin equip’ 
ment into service fell to Hope 
Adams. retiring chief operator of 
Perr and Ruth Haga, district secre- 
tarv at Beatrice. The conversion 
marked another trouble-free cutover 
for the southern district, and the 
Burye-crew are beginning to be a bit 
hard to ect along with. The folks 
who worked in the various phases of 
the conversion are to be_ highly 
commended for their skill and care 
in. bringing about this splendid 
record. 

The outside plant, both town and 
rural. received the attention of Earl 
Eichenour and his crew in the work 
of its rebuilding and extension while 
Cliff Artz and helper, Lyle Wester: 
man. made the cable changes. In- 
stallation of the switching equipment 
was handled mainly by Boh Wohl 
berg and Ernest Barney, working, of 
course, under the direction of Macs: 
tro George Keith. The — sub-set 
changes were made by combination: 
men Claude Clary, Elvin Wait, Rob- 
ert Wenzel, Georze Damon, Jack 
Little and George Eggleston. 


Ted Ray and Dan Smith at the scene of 


the Peru cutover. 


Mappiness D\ Peas 


Grace Brooks 
of the Auburn 
Tratfic Depart- 
ment became the 
bride of Ted W. 
Overman of Stel- 
la, at the home 


(Poa 


fe 
. . “ 


au 


of her parents in 
Auburn on 
March 14. After 
their honey- 


moon, the couple will reside in Stella. 
The marriage of Anetta Griess, 
operator at Lincoln, to Hilmer Rose- 
berg of Swedeburg, took place March 
7 in the chapel of St. Paul Methodist 
Church in Lincoln. The couple will 
reside on a farm near Ceresco. 


Blanche Forst, Lincoln Traffic De- 
partinent, Was united in marriage on 
Wednesday, March 24, to Bernard 
Logan. The double ring ceremony 
took place at Warren Methodist 
Church in Lincoln. Mrs. Logan will 
continue her work. 

Blanche Morris, operator at Bea- 
trice, and Harold Will were united 
in marriage on February 28 in Bea- 
trice. Mrs. Will is continuing her 


work. 


Blessed Events 
Mr. and Mrs. 
cer 2 Lom Goldenstein 
ra are the proud 
parents of a baby 
seein) £8 girl, born March 


pil | 7. Marcia Beth 


PY 
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Construction Department. 


. 


NZS 
y 


, by 
spi. : 
AE UR 


It’s a girl for the T. E. Longdons. 
Mary Frances made her appearance 
on March 21 in Lincoln. Mr. Lon 


don is area manager at Fairbury. 


Mr. and Mrs. Victor Musselman 
announce the birth of a baby girl on 
March 27 at Lincoln General Hos- 
pital, Mr. Musselman is a member 


of the Fnyvineering Department. 


Title Chan ees 


Patricia Gourley 


Superior 


Frances Harmon Promoted 
RANCES M. Harmon was ap- 
pointed last month as Supervisor 

of Methods in the General Traffic 

Department succeeding to the posi- 

tion held by Wilma Grupe who re- 

signed to be married. Miss Harmon 
has been with the Company since 

1940 when she was employed as an 

operator at Superior. She held the 

positions of instructor, assistant chief 
operator and chief operator at Super- 
ior before her promotion and ¢rans- 
fer to Lincoln in 1946 as assistant 
supervisor of methods. Miss Grupe 
married Gilbert Stolzenburg on April 


5 


3 and will make her home in Beatrice. 
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Hastings Building Started 

Excavation for the new Hastings 
building was started on March 25 
shortly after the Kealy Construction 
Company of Hastings had been 
awarded the general construction 
contract. The new two Story struc- 
ture will be completed by early 1949 
unless material shortages, particu- 
larly in steel, force a revision in con- 
templated schedules. Dial switching 
equipment is due to arrive also dur- 
ing the first part of 1949 and its in- 
stallation will require between six and 
eight months. The conversion of our 
second largest exchange to dial sery- 
ice will take place as soon as this 
work and other necessary operations 
have been completed. 


General Traffic 


Frances Harmon 


Asst. Chief Opr. fas eb oper ee 


Richard Hobson 
Jr. Engineer 
General Traffic 


Commercial 


Carla Bender, supervisor, Traffic. to clerk, 
Commercial, Lincoln. 


Plant 


Warren K. Eltiste, groundman to con- 
struction driver, Construction. 

Helen Gill, machine operator, Account- 
Ing, to typist, Service, Lincoln. 

Merle C. Hulbert, groundman to lineman, 
Construction. 

Olaf A. Nelson, lineman, Construction. to 
combinationman, Service, Lincoln. 

Elvin A. Wait, combinationman, Tecum- 
seh, to  combinationman. Service. 
Lincoln. 


Traffic 


Norma Bailey, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Lois B. Barta, A&L operator to NA€?J. 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Bobette Breese, A operator to A€&?L op- 
erator, Beatrice. 

Emmaline Brenneman, A&L operator to 
evening chief operator, Harvard. 

Eileen Case, A&L operator, Plattsmouth. 
to A&L operator, Weeping Water. 

Margaret Elliott. A operator to A€&?L yp- 
erator, Beatrice. 

Patricia Gourley, A&L instructor to as. 
sistant chief operator, Superior. 

Florence Grosshans, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Elaine Gruber, NA&L operator to At&éL 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Richard B. Hobson, advanced clerk to 
Junior engineer, General Traffic. 

Patricia Jurgensmeir, A&L operator to 
A supervisor, Hastings. 

Clara McCoy. A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Auburn. 

Genevieve Straka, A operator to A&E 
operator, Lincoln. 

Carolee Utecht, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Hastings. 

Betty Vogelgesang, A operator to A&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Marjorie A. Wulf, A operator to A&] 


Operator, Lincoln 


Discussing mutual interests are Wire Chiefs Ralph Connors of Nebraska City and Joe Abrams 
of Plattsmouth . 


Enjoying the lunch at Beatrice are Lizzie Cressman of Jansen, Myrtle Hiner, Margaret 
Lindblad and Joe Hartley of Lincoln and Bertha Sharp of Beatrice 


Walking off with the prizes at York were Ica Westley, Edith Mattson, Myrtle Hiner, 
Mayme Carroll, Alex Pauley, Edna Pflughaupt, E H Wellman, Reno Weis and Fred Apking 


UML 


oneer Get logethe 


Pioneers have been busy people this year - 
activities the pioneer cabin project and the b 
for, the members have had lots of fun and plenty to-do 


a 1 = 
Three parties were held during March at Beatrice on the 18th, Nebraska 


the 19th and York on the 23rd with a total attendance of about! ninety Co 


from Lincoln headed by A B Corman, the Chapter's social activities ch 
and games after wh 


pared by loca 
ral more ar 


enjoyable programs consisting of movies, music 
wound up the events with delicious luncheons which were pre 
mittees Up to April 1 the Chapter had held seven parties and seve 


schedule me 


umera 
President Ceorge Walroth spoke briefly al the March parties and en 


' committe 
some of the activities and plans for the Cnapter He reported Lets 
charge of the Pioneer cabin project was making fine progress A Du! 


: of converting 
purchased and after a suitable site has been decided upon the work O 


into. a cabin will be started A bulletin to all members recently was 1590 bership '" 
plained this project in some detail and asked for the assistance of the mem ram an 
bringing it to completion K L Lawson 1s in charge of this phase of the prog 

reports that the initial response was very favorable sibie 

fr 
The annual banquet and reunion will be held on May 14 at is sain ne 

in Lincoln A big minstrel show including a cast of 35, a chorus of 24 an vee ee 
and entertaining acts will be the stellar attraction Se ere 


at this year’s get together Chauncey Eggerss has 
the entertainment in charge and deserves a big pal AF aa 
on the back for the fine job he 1s doing in arranging ener C2 
the program Each Pioneer 1s entitled to bring one ey /// 
guest and, according to the publicily committee s 
bulletin, the affair will be one of those stupendous, 
super-colossal events that no member in full pos- 
session of his faculties would want to miss 
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The ladies at Nebraska City had a big time and definitely outclassed the men 
bingo game Left to right, Harriette Wynn, Kathryn Owens, Lucy Lyle, Fer Davis, vec 
Hauschild, Frances Virgil, Lillan Bader and Wilma Mcintire At right are Georg'a Tar 
and Hilda Johanns 


ead 


A B Smith and 


In a mood for conversation at Nebraska City are Ed Ernst of Syracuse, - 
ly 


Chauncey Eggerss of Lincoln, and Billy Lant and Al Lettelier of Nebraska 


-what with social events, fellows 
n 
ig annual banquet and minstrel to p!4 


mmittees 


airman, stage 
ich the grouPs 


e In 
ding has been 


ed which ex 


Schemmerhorn, Lizzie Cressman, Margaret Lindblad, Miss C Cola, and John Brockmeyer 
(Mrs Brockmeyer please note ) 


. Prize winners at Nebraska City, left to right, Wilma Meclntire, Fern Davis, Hilda 
Johanns, Art Keckler, Billy Lant, Grace Hauschild, Harriette Wynn and A B 
Smith Mrs Wynn really had a rabbit’s foot and won three prizes 


it 
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Lunch time at York and was i! ever good. In the serving line are Edith Mattson, Rose Riggs, 
lea Westley, Mrs D M Davis and Myrtle Hiner 


NK 


Harlan Gillespie was pretty sharp at picking the ponies but he was 
outclassed by W E Macdonald who won the most “money” and 
the first prize at the horse racing game 
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Party goers at Nebraska City 
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Service Birthdays 
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Cecile Anderson 
Lincoln 
30 Years 30 Years 


Forty-One Years 
L. P. Young, Hastings. 

Thirty-Nine Years 
C.-C. Denley, Lincolti, 

Thirty-Eight Years 


Hope Adams, Peru: Catharine Gillan, 


Humboldt: C. W. Keester, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 
F. M. Strasszr, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Six Years 
Florence Arbogast, Davey. 
Thirty-Four Years 
Merlie Markuson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 


Lillian Bader, Nebraska City: LE. J. 


Eichenour, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 


Cecile Anderson, W. L. Hassler, Lin- 


coln: C. J. Crew, Geneva. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Stella Clark, Auburn: H. S. Knudson, 
L. W. Winscot, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Grace Hauschild, A. C. King, Alice 
Kyckelhahn, Lincoln: B. D._ Kline, 
Superior. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Clarinda Lake, Superior: A. K. Rohr 
son, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
R. R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
D. D. Eckles, Nelson. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 


Dell Gilmore, S. G. Nelson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
R. N. Brendle. Lincoln: T. M. Ray. 
Beatrice. 
Twenty Years 
R. S. Culver. Lincoln: Beata’ Merz, 
Seward. 
Nineteen Years 
Darlene Multer,. P. A. Walkinson, Lain- 
colm Minnie Schlitt, Hastings 


W. L. Hassler 
Lincoln 
30 Years 
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R. S. Culver 


Beata Merz 
Seward Lincoln 
20 Years 20 Years 


Eighteen Years 
E. A. Moorhead, Geneva. 
Seventeen Years 


Harold Brady, Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 


Howard Spahnle, E. O. Wait. Lincoln. 


Fourteen Years 
W. F. Grant, Lincoln: J. H. Roland, 
Beatrice; T. W. Ryan, Tecumseh. 
Thirteen Years 
Josephine Placek, Nebraska City: C. II. 


Vandevort, Fairbury. 
Eleven Years 
Mildred Hughes, Milford. 
Fight Years 
Helen DeBord, Fairbury: Doris Sutton. 


Lincoln. 


Seven Years 


Dorothea Heckman, Friend: Edna 
Ptlughaupt, York: L. C. Reid, Lincoln. 
Six Years 


Viola Dunn, Fairbury: Thayer Morgan, 
Auburn: H. R. Dudgeon, Hastings: E. W. 
Neujahr, Wahoo: A. E. Stansbury, Be- 
atrice; Wilhelmine Sanman, York. 

Five Years 


Tdazel Drummond, Geneva: Mavdalen 


lleser, | H Roller. Lincoln 


26 12 Pe- 


Clarinda Lake : 
Superior Lincoln 


25 Years 25 Years 


A. K. Robison 


JOuURNEY'S END 


MRS. MYRTLE DEATS, mother of 
Mrs. Virginia Perry of the Lincoln 
Commercial Department, passed 
away In Lincoln on March 8. Fu- 
neral services were held March 11 
at Hodgman-Splain Mortuary in 
Lincoln. 


PETER PAULEY. father of Alex 
Pauley, combinationman at York, 
died March 19 at the age of 91. 
Funeral services were held at 
Hastings on March 22, 

MR. WILLIAM GERLOFF. father 
of Margaret Gerloff, operator at 
Hastings, died March 21 in a fire 
which destroyed the family home 
near Ayr. Funeral services were 
held March 24 at Ayr. 

MRS. NANCY WAIT. mother of 
Elvin Wait of the Lincoln Service 
Department and R. E. Wait of 
Hastings District Office, passed 
away March 26. Funeral services 
were held March 29 at Ansley. 
Nebraska. 

MR. MINTON V. WOOD. father 
of Mrs. Gertrude Holmes. of che 
Lincoln Commercia] Departmen: 
passed away April 1 in) Lincoln. 
Funeral services were held April 5 
in Elmwood. 


MRS. JOSEPHINE STUTZ. mother 


oft Fva Stutz. Operator at Hebron. 


passed away March 30, Funeral 
services were held April 20 in 
Hebron 


Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
Ashland 
Mrs. Laura Blackman, Correspondent 

John L. Potter is on the sick list. We 
wish him a speedy recovery and hope 
he will be back to work soon. ... We 
welcome Mary Lou Bower as a new 
operator. 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent. 

The ‘Easter Parade” is about ready 
to start—the girls are busy getting this 
and that together for the big event.... 
Those who recently went to Lincoln were 
Emily Hanus, Betty Northway, Pat Em- 


erson and Margaret Cornell. . . . Leola 
Heins left Thursday for two weeks vaca- 
tion in sunny California. . . . Merna 


Stewart spent the week-end with home 
folks at Friend. . . . Leora Weyand has 
been on the sick list for several days. 
.. . Betty Okrina was bridesmaid for her 
sister's wedding. Mildred Roh, a 
Wahoo operator, visited Emily Hanus 
last week-end. .. . Margaret Ann Rech 
was an Omaha shopper last week... . 
Camilla Selzer spent a few days in Bell- 
wood with friends. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 
“April Showers bring May Flowers”’!! 
Any way just about, because Doris 
Walker and Edna Jacobs are our new 
faces. Welcome to the Plug-Pusher 


Gang! ... Sorry to see Miriam Rakes 
leave us. We hope you like your new 
job Miriam. ... Mary Bartyzelle is busy 


again—-Lois Friede and Nellie Curttright 
are new toll students. Speaking of 
faces, it is nice to see Elaine Gruber 
back on day shift. Lois Barta is our new 
night operator. ... Betty Johnson is back 
on the sick list. We hope to see you 
back soon. Velma Stock and Lois 
Barta had birthdays in the month of 
March. Happy Birthday! ... I hear 
Jeannie Vest went to Omaha for some 
shopping. You should see that Kelly- 
Green suit she brought home with her. 
Green!! Who says she isn’t Irish! 

Mrs. Steckly and her husband have been 
busy papering and painting their apart- 
ment—-more working people. ... “Susie” 


Schneider is getting in practice of at- 
tending weddings. She was a bridesmaid. 

On the coldest day of the year, 
Maxine Meyer and “yours truly” decided 
to go to Omaha for shopping. More fun— 
end is was so—cold!! ... Mr. McKinzie 
was our only visitor. ... Mrs. Petring is 
back again after her short stay at the 
nospital. . .. We're glad you’re back— 
Donna. 


Seward 
Helene Greiner, Correspondent 

Spring has finally come at last, and 
from all comments, we’re pretty glad not 
having to plod through snow any more— 
at least we hope. The flood situation 
is pretty well under control at this writ- 
ing. . . . Geo. Miers had to take off 
of work and pail the water out of his 
home. . . . Ivan Haith, who formerly 
worked here, and now is Manager at 
Humboldt, moved his family on March 
22, to be with him. Good luck to one 
and all of the Haith family. You will 
be missed in the Seward area. ... We've 
been having quite a bangety-bang com- 
motion in the Plant Department lately. 
Herb Jenkins and his crew from Lincoln 
have been putting up new equipment. 
If they keep adding new equipment, 
the Plant Department will be so full, 
that Thad Cone will never be able to go 
out the back door. You better stick 
close to your reducing diet, Thad!... By 


ce 


What was that last quack? 
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rumors through the grapevine, it is said 
that soon ‘Mabel’ will no longer be 
with us. What will poor Mr. Cone do 
without her? Don’t get alarmed folks— 
that’s just the Company’s grey coupe 
that he drives. Won't he fly high in a 


new car though!!! For years and 
years Bernice Mueller of the Commer- 
cial Department, has been’ wearing 
glasses. Suddenly, one day she appeared 
without any—of course everyone thought 
she had broken them. Come to find out, 
the good old Optometrist said she no 
longer needed glasses. Aren’t some peo- 
ple lucky though! ... Laura Douty spent 
Saturday, March 20th in Lincoln. 

Mr. Hale and Mr. McKinzie of Lincoln 
visited the Seward office recently. 

Bernice Mueller and Lydia Kriegshauser 
took a ride in the Crosley station wagon 
that the Plant Department had here re- 


cently. ... Beata Merz spent her week- 
end off visiting her sister and family in 
Norfolk. ... We welcome two new faces 


to our plug-pushin’ clan. Frieda Swanson, 
who was formerly an operator in Cali- 
fornia and Vera Schluckelbier, who is a 
student. ... At this writing, Ann Hutson, 
also of the Traffic Department, is re- 
cuperating satisfactorily after a recent 
operation. ... Miss King, voice instruc- 
tor from Lincoln, visited our office re- 
cently. We were very glad to have 
her and learned a lot about having a 
pleasing tone of voice. 


Syracuse 


Iona Pieper, Correspondent 


The main topic around our office is 
vacations. From all reports, various 
parts of the United States will be visited 
before the summer is over. ... Mr. Ker- 
moade has been having plenty of diffi- 
culty lately, what with his truck having 
to plow over these muddy roads, and 1s 
no doubt hoping his truck doesn’t wear 
out before spring arrives. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernst and family started out for 
nowhere in particular the other Sunday 
and ended up in Council Bluffs. It was 
just one of those spring-like days when 
a person feels like scouting over “the 
country. . . . Graduation time seems to 
be right around the corner, as we find 
Alice France and Aldean Steinhoff ab- 
sent from work today having their grad- 


uation pictures taken. All we can say, 
girls, is “Best of Luck.’”’ We only hope 
you don’t ruin the camera for the pho- 


tographers. We're only kidding girls 
'. We are wondering how Mrs. Lock- 


tae will occupy her nights off when the 


hockey games are over, as we have heard 
she is quite a hockey fan. 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


We are very proud of our new local 
switchboard which was installed March 
12 by Francis Darnold and Ardell Robin- 
son. This now makes us a 7th position 
board and the new position was needed 
badly. ... Joan Pospisil has been added 


to our operating force. We welcome you 
Joan! ... The prize possession of E. L. 
Dorland, is a new Harley Davidson 
motorcycle, and needless to say, of which 
he is very proud. Anyone wishing for a 
ride, apply personally... . The first va- 
cation from our exchange, is Homer Ol- 
sen of the Plant Department who leaves 
for Phoenix, Arizona, March 29. 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 
Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 
On such lovely warm sunshiny days 
we're inclined to let our thoughts wander 


from toll tickets, journal entries, and 
such, to the great outdoors. Proof of 


Baskethall In The Spotlight Again 


Time was when the Telephone 
Company basketball team was a per- 
ennial power in Lincoln’s Industrial 
League and, like the Cornhuskers of 
the old Missouri Valley Conference. 
were usually awarded the champion- 
ship before the first game of the 
season was played. Then, about a 
dozen years ago, for no valid reason, 
basketball disappeared from_ the 
agenda of employee activities, and 
was only revived last year when a 
group of a younger generation, 
mostly from warehouse and service 
departments, banded together and 
began playing under Company colors 
in the Industrial League. 

Again in the season just past a 
Company team has been represented 
in the league, and while handicapped 
by changing personnel and lack of 


The stalwarts on this year’s basketball team. Left to right, top row, Clem Bottorff, 
player manager; Jim Geist; Robert McDowell; 
row, Russ White; Ray Zimmerman and Personnel Director Guy Seaton. 
was the team’s mascot and chief supporter. 


Fischer and Don Nelson. 


practice, their performance has been 
encouraging enough to start their all 
too few fans dreaming of another 
dynasty of championship aggrega- 
tions. Tutored by playing-manager 
Clem Bottorff, the team won only 
two of their eight game schedule, but 
three of the losses were so close that 
they were only decided by the final 
gun, and even the league leaders 
were forced to give their all before 
marking the game in the “won” 
column. Manager Bottorff is con- 
vinced that, if the fighting nucleus of 
this year’s team can take the floor 
next season, we will be well on the 
way toward regaining the laurels 
which were worn by the Enos, Dob- 
sons, Rauchs, Mankamyers, Connors, 
Bottorffs, et cetera, in the years gone 
by. 


Dean Hobson; and Eldon Drewell; front 
Roger Bottorftf 
Not in the picture was Don Gilmore, Dick 
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this fact is the growing desire to be out 
enjoying nature and the decided loss of 
interest in prorating tickets, recording 
time, etc. If you've come to the con- 
clusion your editor has a serious case 
of spring fever, you're right. We keep 
hoping Mr. Sievers will take pity on one 
who is so seriously afflicted, but he only 
says, “You may take off any time after 
5:00 P.M.” Ho, hum—good thing Sat- 
urday’s just around the corner. . . . Can't 
help wondering whether Dick Spohn and 
Harlan Cane are busy getting their gar- 
den implements in tip-top order. Never 
did hear who harvested the biggest crop 
last year. We have one employee 
who is yearning to be vacationing in far 
off Alaska. She’s been checking all the 
latest travel folders on this land of the 
midnight sun. Long before most 
people thought of vacationing Frances 
Koontz was planning a trip east. This 
trip materialized the early part of March. 
Dorothy Carlson and Gladys Holscher 
braved the season's severest snowstorm 
for a trip to Waterloo, Iowa. All three 
made their appearances in the offices at 
the termination of their vacation periods, 
but the shock was so great for Frances 
and Dorothy they had to seek medical 
advice in order to recuperate. ... An- 
nouncement has been made of the ar- 
rival of Susan Kay Dell, daughter of 
your former associate editor, Dona Hollo- 
way Dell. At this point we might 
also sound off the arrival of Dewey Ne!- 
sen’s 1948 DeSoto in a metallic shade 
of green. We keep hoping he’ll ask us 
to go riding one day soon... . Geo. 
Mann has been doing a bit of sputtering 
the past few days. After four unevent- 
ful years, in the way of car trouble, his 
luck suddenly took a turn for the worse 
and he had two flat tires within a week. 
Vic Musselman says, “If you think you 
have car troubles, listen to this one.” 
After driving around for what seemed 
an age looking for a parking space— 
dern this. parallel parking—Vic very 
cautiously maneuvered the Zephyr into 
a tight spot. He didn’t realize how 
small the parking space was until he 
tried opening the car door. Eke, no 
room! The thought of what would 
happen if he even attempted backing 
out of the space made him weak. A dex- 
trose tablet soon restored his strength, 
however, and he decided to crawl out 
of the window. Once thru the window, 
he slid across the hood of the car next 
to the Zephyr, jumped onto the side- 
walk and struck out for the office, none 
the worse for his experience. ... A 
hearty welcome is extended to B. A. Isa- 
man, who was recently transferred from 
Humboldt to the Engineering Dept. We 
also take this opportunity of welcoming 
Irene Bailey, daughter of Eunice Bailey, 
and Helen Gallas who are new Account- 
ing Dept. employees. Grace Haus- 
child, Frances Virgil, Rose Riggs and 
Clara Jones attended Pioneer parties at 
Nebr. City and York, and report they 


had a very nice time. It’s been 
rumored Don Swanson is planning an- 
other one of those week-end trips to 
Kansas City. Is this correct, Mr. Swan- 
son? ... The doctor insists Iva Mae 
Ost’s head must be made of iron, for 
how else could she have lived to tell 
the tale of being hit by a sign which 
fell from the marquee of a building. 
Best wishes go with Helen Gill who was 
recently transferred to the Service Dept. 

Mr. Bush tossed his diet card to 
the wind, when, upon his arrival home 
one evening, he found his wife had 
baked his favorite cookies. . . . Doloris 
Morgan insists she’ll be a very valuable 
gal one of these days. At the same time 
her dentist expects to be quite a bit 
richer. ... Ann Keegan, Gene Schrank 
and Tom Risser have returned to work 
after a period of illness. Frances Clinton 
recently severed relations with one set 
of tonsils. . Dawn Purinton has added 
a 1947 Plymouth Sedan to her expense 
account. ... At about 10 minutes of 5 
each evening the central office suddenly 
becomes a control tower with Gloria 
Zier at the controls. From this height 
Gloria signals to her father who is wait- 
ing in the car below and, if possible, lo- 
cates a parking space for him. The other 
evening she got her signals confused 
and almost lost her ride home.... In our 
Proud Papa Department this month is 
Vic Musselman of the Engineering De- 
partment whose baby daughter made her 
appearance on March 27 at Lincoln Gen- 
eral Hospital. 


Cafeteria and General 
Traffie 
By Betty Hansen 


Something new again in the Cafeteria. 
A fine new cupboard was installed and 
we have a new coffee maker. Both are 
nice looking and make the work easier 
too. . . . We've even been busy in the 
evenings lately. The classes of P. B. X. 
operators who have been receiving special 
operating instruction have been supper 
guests. ... We were happy to see Miss 
Ruth Schwiber, former night cashier, 
who dropped in to say hello last month. 
. . . Under the heading of canine blessed 
events was the arrival of six puppies of 
assorted sizes for Betty Hansen’s pet 
pooch. . . . Our best wishes go with 
Wilma Grupe who resigned her position 
as supervisor of methods last month to 
take up the duties of a housewife. She 
will make her home in Beatrice. 


Construction News 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


As far as the Construction Department 
is concerned the vacation season is offi- 
cially opened with Forrest McMichael 
taking his the second and third weeks in 
March. The bug must be catching be- 
cause the following week E. D. Smith of 
the same crew started his vacation. They 


B-r-r-r-r! Remember those cold, snowy days last month? These three do very 
well indeed along with all of the snow they had to move. Left to right, Bill Schuman, 
Jess Ellis and Jack Cox of the Lincoln Service Department, tackle the drifts in front 


of the General Office Building. 


must have had some inside dope on the 
weather because it immediately turned 
nice and gave everyone a case of spring 
fever. . . . George Burt, Cable Splicer, 
will now make his headquarters at Hast- 
ings where he will take care of Hastings 
cable work. J. J. Keogh is his helper. 
While we are out in that vicinity we 
might take a look at our other Hastings 
boys. Lyle Piper and his crew are still 
located at Stromsburg, regrouping rural 
lines. Incidentally, we understand a pic- 
ture of this group will be appearing in 
the news one of these days. O. F. Buck 
and his gang have started the Hastings- 
Grand Island wire stringing job and 
will be working out of Hastings for some 
time, no doubt. Tommy Hedges and his 
boys are working in and around Hastings 
doing routine work. “Babe” Combs is 
working out of Lincoln this week. ; 
Looking at our Lincoln-based crews we 
find “Swede” Foster’s outfit rebuilding 
Davenport town plant. Eichenour has 
just finished the Polk regrouping and 
moved to Utica this next week to start 
town and rural repairs prior to conver- 
sion. George Hansen and Paul Wilken- 
son’s crews are rebuilding the Pawnee 
City exchange. “Deke” Simpson has 
moved to David City and is making re- 
pairs on the David City-Brainard toll 
line. Harry Moss is also working out of 
David City retransposing the Seward- 
Columbus lead. The Lincoln crews of 
Ray Boling, “Brick” Smith, John Hobson 
and Les Shirey can be found working in 
and around Lincoln. All of our splicers 
seem to be in Lincoln at the moment 
with the exception of Al Miller and 
helper, Maurice Riner, who are making 
cable changes at Rising City. We were 
sorry to lose O. A. Nelson who trans- 
ferred to the Service Department and 
Frank Fisher who is now a combination- 
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man at Beatrice. We wish to welcome 
C. Jordan and B. Herzog who joined our 
forces this month. Also V. P. Spears and 
Richard Knight who have worked for us 
previously and have now come. back. 
Richard Tierney, Leroy Driebelbis and 
Francis Keller left us this month in 
search of those greener pastures. ... Pass- 
ing out cigars and candy and playing the 
role of the proud papa was Tom Golden- 
stein. Marcia Beth Goldenstein made 
her appearance March 7th, weighing 
eight pounds, 2 ounces. 


ee 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 

The employees in our General Offices 
have been having a hard time staying 
home lately, and some of the more for- 
tunate ones have satisfied their urge to 
travel—at least temporarily. Mr. Agee 
spent three weeks vacationing in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida; golfing, boating, 
driving and sunning on the beach. 
Shorter trips were enjoyed by Kathryn 
Portsche, who visited Kansas City; Arlene 
Rollins, who paid a visit to the home 
folks in Lebanon, Kansas; and Bernice 
Iwohn who also visited her home town 
of Clatonia, Nebraska. . .. Five of our 
members, Kathryn Portsche, Mina Jor- 
gensen, Aletha Davison, Huldah Gessner 
and Lula Kloepper, had the honor of 
serving as hostesses for our open house 
March 14. Dorothy Lefler’s week-long 
illness prevented her from serving. We're 
elad to see her back on her feet again. 
.. . Our touch of Spring weather was 
ushered in by hurried shining up of golf 
clubs by Messrs. Gorman, Jackson and 
Walroth. . . . The General Commercial 
bowling team is steadily climbing back 
towards its former position of top of the 
list, which they held at the end of the 
first half of the season's play. 


Supply Department 
Ramona Wendland, Associate Editor 


The Supply Office and the people 
therein are more or less topsy-turvy 
right now, what with the entire office 
soon to be transferred to another part 
of the building. Of late it has become 
necessary to crawl over the numerous 
desks and squeeze past the typewriters 
protruding into the regular lanes of 
traffic. Also, anyone has a= standing 
apology for trampling on each others 
toes. All in all, we’re all anxious for 
the new office to be completed. Harry 
Smith, Motor Vehicle Supervisor, and 
Ruth Marrow will no longer be located 
on the first floor, as they will have head- 
quarters in the Supply Department of- 
fice. From the looks of things, the “one 
big happy family’ idea seems to be 
working fine. We’ll report more on the 
new office next month, just about the 


time of the official transfer. . . . Mrs. 
Florence Tatman is on the sick list this 
month. She was hospitalized recently 
for surgery but at this writing is home 
and expects to return to work soon. We'll 
certainly be glad to have her with us 
again. . . . Bob Donaldson of the Gen- 
eral Repair Shop has just returned 
from his “spring” summer. vacation. 
Seemed mighty early to us but Bob 
reports that the odd jobs around home 
were catching up with him and he de- 
cided now would be a good time to do 
them. Guess his idea was a good one 
for with warm weather coming on, on2 
loses all ambition for doing manuel 
labor. ... We wish to welcome our new 
employee in the warehouse. His name 
is Wayne Robinette and we hope he likes 
his new surroundings as we're glad to 
have him. ... We have a very nervous 
prospective groom in the warehouse 
these days. Dick Fischer tells us the day 


Midget Switchboard 


The latest item of historical equip- 
ment to find its way to the Pioneer 
collection is a tiny switchboard, per- 
haps the smallest in the world. It 
was presented by T. H. Pollock, of 
Plattsmouth, who has had it in his 
home for many years. Mr. Pollock 
was one of the foremost figures in 
the formative period of independent 
telephony in Nebraska and was in- 
strumental in building and operating 
the independent exchange at Platts- 
mouth, as well as many others in this 
section of the state. 


The switchboard, a_ Lilliputian 
affair, measures three by five inche;3 
and is equipped with a ring-down 
drop and three jacks. It obviously 
is not home made but must have been 
produced in some quantity and for a 
specific purpose by one of the early- 
day manufacturers. The drop un- 
doubtedly terminated a rural or re- 
mote exchange line and by the use of 
patching cords they were enabled to 
connect to either of two other lines 
or exchanges. 


Rod Andrews and Frances Harmon of the General Traffic Department search vainly 
through volumes of assorted practice routines in an effort to uncover the rules and 
regulations pertaining to this unusual item of equipment. They concluded that it would 


just have to be a case of 


“every man for himself.”’ 
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is set for April 4th so we'll report on the 
actual ceremony next month; that is, if 
he bears up under the strain until then. 

A very excited W. A. Rosenthal 
was tearing around the repair shop the 
other day. Seems he had a telephone 
call from his wife reporting a fire. Poor 
Bill wasn’t sure just what was on fire 
and he really made tracks clearing the 
building. The way it ended up was that 
it was the NRosenthal’s car that was 
suffering from first degree burns. Mrs. 
Rosenthal had Bill’s permission to drive 
the car down town and was going merrily 
on her way when she noticed what ap- 
peared to be steam escaping from the 
hood of the car. Thinking that the car 
was a little “dry’’ she continued on but 
when the steam took on the appearance 
of smoke it became apparent that some- 
thing must be done. So, pulling over 
slightly to the curb, our heroine pro- 
ceeded to open the hood to see what was 
the matter. When the flames poured 
out she bleated a call of help and 
promptly helped matters to no end by col- 
lapsing onto the pavement. ’Course the 
four-alarm fire was out when our hero, 
Bill, arrived on the scene and he can 
laugh at the incident now but at the 
time it was serious. Mrs. Rosenthal, by 
the way, has taken a terrific kidding on 
the subject as she has always boasted that 
nothing in the world could ruffle her 
calm. All of which just goes to show 
you. See you next month. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


As we manage to dig ourselves out 
from under the dirt and carpenter's 
scaffold, we have just bits of news to 
pass on this month. Remodeling in the 
front office is weli under way and makes 
working conditions very disagreeable. 

Mavis Everett finally succeeded in 
forcing herself out of California to return 
home after a most enjoyable trip. . - - 
Our sympathy went out to Mrs. Virginia 
Perry who lost her mother March 8th 
after a brief illness. Alice Fender 
was about the only person who journeyed 
very far over Easter holiday. Alice and 
her husband’ motored to Shenandoah, 
Iowa, to visit relatives. Telephone 
Conventions always manage to create 
interesting items and K. B. Cary, A. B. 
Waters, H. Spahnle, L. P, Schientz, and 
W. McDowell left no stones unturned 
when they attended the convention in 
Omaha, March 30-31. L. Schlentz was 
so concerned over keeping the hotel 
key that he returned home and two days 
later he discovered the room key in his 
suit pocket. And to make the story 
good—it wasn’t the key to his room. 
However, if the truth were to be known. 
we find it was truly a put up job as the 
key was placed in his pocket by a so 
called innocent bystander. ... Claude 
Helm is still on the sick list recovering 
from teeth extractions plus a bad case 


of infection. . . . It’s off to Chicago for 
two weeks for Joan Moorberg who is 
going to visit her sister and “the man” 
of her heart. We extend our sym- 
pathy to Gertrude Holmes whose father 
passed away April 1. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Muller, Associate Editor 


G. M. Albury has been absent for ten 
days because of illness, but he is now 
back on the job. . . . Gerald Schneider, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Schneider, 
has been confined in the hospital with 
pneumonia but is now home and on the 
way to recovery. . There was a lot 
of activity in the toll switchboard room 
and terminal rooms on March 20 through 
the 22. Eight men were tying in 1,917 
feet of 106 CL cable, which is 40 pairs 
—20 singles—22 gauge, and 145 feet of 
1454 cable, which is 10 pairs—No. 16 
gauge for additional toll lines. ... On 
March 11 at 10:27 a.m. the main office 
525 ampere discharge fuse blew; service 
was restored at 10:31. G. B. Arnold 
and D. C. Gilmore were highly com- 
mended for their prompt action in restor- 
ing service. A copper bar was used to 
replace the defective fuse temporarily 
and was later replaced with another 525 
ampere fuse. When Mr. Arnold forced 
the open end of the copper bar into the 
fuse holder closing the discharge lead, 
there was quite some A.R.C. This fuse 
affected 9900 automatic lines, toll switch- 
board, test board, service board, and 
some PBX boards. . . . Mrs. Alice Hob- 
son has resigned her position to become 
a housewife. We all hope she enjoys it. 
Mrs. Helen Gill from the Accounting De- 


partment has taken her place. . . . As of 
March 22 the switchroom bowling ex- 
perts are leading hounds. ... We are 


sorry to hear that Belle Howery broke 
her ankle on March 9. We hope you 
can be back with us soon, Belle. 

Accident Prevention: March 12 about 
4:00 a.m. C. Earl Lawson was driving 
from the ‘6” office to the “3” office and 
at 48th and Vine Streets he saw a car 
parked improperly where almost anyone 
could have hit it. But not so with 
Earl. He saw the car and contacted the 
Police Department immediately via Mo- 
bile Radio. They advised Earl that they 
would take care of the car. . . . We have 
two new employees in our department, 
O. A. Nelson, who was transferred from 
the Construction Department, and E. O. 
Wait, who was transferred from Tecum- 
seh. Mr. Wait is a combinationman. 
He wishes to make his home in Lincoln 
and would appreciate hearing from any- 
one who knows of a place to live. 

Rex Winders is at work now after having 
been off a couple of weeks due to in- 
juries received in a car accident. Jim 
Green was also in the accident but re- 
ceived no injuries. . E. A. Rosker, 
A. T. Albers, D. C. Travis, E. Wedg- 
wood, C. Eikenbary and J. Pugsley were 
on the sick list this month. A. Albers ts 


Everybody likes barber shop 
quartet music with that good old 
close harmony that raises the 
goose flesh and brings back those 
nostalgic memories. And here’s 
the opportunity to hear some 
quartets that are 
reali.y good—:n fact 
they are the champs 
in their respective 
c ties or districts. 

On May 1 at the 
University Coliseum 
in Lincoln the 
SPEBSQSA (Society 
for the Preservation and Encour- 
agement of Barber Shop Quartet 
Singing in America, Incorporated) 
will hold a regional contest. The 
best barbershop quartets in an 
area of ten states will be here to 
compete for the regional cham- 
pionship which will determine 


the entrants in the national con- 
test which will be held later on 
in the year in another city. You'll 
hear barber shop harmony like 
you've never heard it before!! 
The L. T. and T. quartet com- 
posed of Chauncey 
Eggerss, Roy Mills, 
George Walroth and 
Ot Gorman will par- 
ticipate in the chorus 
of 50 voices which 
the Lincoln chapter 
of the society will 
present as part of the 
program. These gentlemen also 
will be pleased to provide you 
with tickets for the event. Gen- 
eral admission is $1.00 and re- 
served seats range from $1.40 to 
$2.20. An audience of several 
thousand persons is expected so 
you ll be wise to buy tickets early. 


Barber S. bop Harmony Supreme 


DON’T FORGET THE TIME AND PLACE 


May 1, 1948 
8:00 P.M. 


University of Nebraska 
Coliseum 


still unable to return to work but is much 
better. ... J. W. Staberg will be ab- 
sent from March 15 to March 28 to go 
on a Navy Training Cruise....E. A. 
Rosker is back at work after having 
spent two weeks’ vacation in California. 
He visited his mother and helped her 
celebrate her 87th birthday. ... We 
wish to extend our sympathy to Elvin 
Wait, whose mother passed away on Fri- 
day, March 26. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


As we write, Spring, a most welcome 
visitor, seems to have truly arrived and 
we consign the long treks through the 
snow, the waiting for busses and the 
frozen toes to the memory chest. Now 
after this declaration we sort of hope 
it doesn’t start snowing again! ... The 
Open House held in celebration of the 
45th anniversary of Mr. Frank Woods 
was greatly enjoyed and appreciated, and 
the tour through the building proved 
quite as interesting and enjoyable by us 
who are daily present as to our friends. 

. Lillian Campbell amazed everyone 
as she came in, sat down at the board 
and plugged into a light and answered, 
“Long Distance,’ with no headset on. 
. . . We are very proud of our Lincoln 
Telephone Company girl’s volleyball 
team who won the Industrial League 
championship and defeated the City 
League champions in an exhibition game 
with a score of 34 to 23. They were 
treated to a trip to Omaha by the Com- 
pany, which included tickets to the 
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hockey game and a steak dinner. They 
report a delightful time. . Dorothy 
Ann Adkisson is among the latest to 
surprise us with a new diamond... . Doris 
Sutton assisted by her sister Harriet, en- 
tertained a number of girls at a miscel- 
laneous shower at her home in honor of 
Annetta Griess prior to her marriage. 
Games occupied the evening after which 
a delicious lunch was served. ... New 
employees include Grace Marrow, Doro- 
thy Grafton, Mrs. Zella Zeip and Mrs. 
Loretta Lightcap. ... A toll class is being 
taught by Elaine Scovell, student instruc- 
tor, under the direction of Georgia Smith, 
with Beverly Jordan and Donnie Overton 
students. . . . June Johnsen has been 
walking with a decided limp due to a 
painful hurt to her ankle ocasioned, so 
June says, by the innocent act of tripping 
the light fantastic around the kitchen 
floor at home! . Then there is the 
case of Betty Vogelgesang who came to 
work with a black eye. Heads wagged 
and little groups discussed it—but Betty 
finally enlightened us with the explana- 
tion that she slipped on a piece of ice 
and fell... . Congratulations to Annetta 
Griess, who was married to Hilmer Rose- 
berg on March 7 and Blanche Forst who 
was married to Bernard Logan on March 
24.... Mary Emerson and Hazel Nichols 
went to Omaha to see Jose Iturbi. . . 
Several from our department were at 
the Coliseum to see Vaughn Monroe... . 
Vacationers include Melba _ Richards, 
who vacationed in New Orleans, La., 
Ruth Marcks, Helen Pierson and Blanche 
Logan, 


Southern District 
Ruth Haga, Associate Editor 
Auburn 
lorence Fruehling, Correspondent 
We welcome Georgia Cummings to our 
Traffic Department. ... Shirley Snyder 
was recently appointed instructor. Good 
luck, Shirley. Congratulations and much 
happiness to Mrs. Ted Overman, the 
former Grace Brooks, who recently re- 
signed from the Traffic Department. 


Beatrice 
Elva Puckett and Shirley Gish, 
Correspondents 


March came in like a_ lion—snow 
storm, a party for the girls and a sur- 
prise of a wedding. The party was held 
in the basement with plenty of food 
for all. Later in the evening between 
going back for second, third and fourth 
helpings, ping pong and card games 
were played. We should do this more 
often. . . . Congratulations and best 
wishes to Marcella Morris, who was 
married Febr. 28th to MHarold Will. 
Pauline Bott has returned to work and 
its good to see you back. We all hope 
you can shed your cast real soon. Joyce 
Eden and Margaret Elliot both under- 
went surgery this month and have re- 
turned home from the hospital. Donna 
Wilcoxen fell and broke her ankle and is 
now on leave of absence. Resigning from 
our force is Dorothy Trauernicht. We'll 
be missing you. ... Some Fun! A bowl- 
ing team has been started, meetings are 
on Monday and Friday from 6 to 7.... 
We were sorry to hear that Chas. Dick- 
enman’s wife was ill in the hospital, but 
happy to report her well on the road 
to recovery. It seems that Norma 
Jean Whittaker’s illnesses, snow storms, 
and late hours are keeping her in Blue 
Springs. We're sorry to hear you were 


How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack 


of facilities and telephones. 


November 1, 1947............ 1386 
December 1, 1947.............. 1215 
January 1, 1948..0.000.00000..... 799 
February 1, 1948................ 594 
March 1, 1948.................... 574 
Fao 0) ay GAR 5°. <9 0 omer nee 493 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1948 


Cceritral TDISITICE sss ees 873 
Fastern: District... ....cc-2.ci¢ 174 
Southern District......22.. 96 
Western District... 318 
Tetal..<:: 146] 
Total Stations in 
Service 3-31-48 OLBI7 


ill, Norma, but very glad to see you back 
to work. Spring fever’s got us. So long 
for now. 


Fairbury 


Marion Thompson, Correspondent 
Wauneta Child spent a recent week 
end in David City visiting her daughter. 


Friend 
Hottida Eurich, Correspondent 

We had two visitors, Mrs. Ruth Rahe 
of DeWitt and Mrs. Roberta Neely of 
Hayes, Kansas. They are both former 
operators here. ... Mrs. Clara Craig ze- 
turned from her visit in California. She 
spent a month visiting relatives and 
friends. 

Humboldt 
Mariella Williamson, Correspondent 

Hello again. According to the calendar 
winter has ended. All things turn to 
thoughts of Spring. Spring is a good 
time of year for weddings. So thinks 
Helen Fergus, who is to be married 
Easter Sunday. The office force enter- 
tained at a supper party for the bride- 
to-be on March 20th. Mr. Haith pre- 
sented Helen a gift from the gang. Indi- 
vidual gifts then showered on her. 
Norma Lee Arnold has been added ‘io 
the personnel as an operator. Glad ito 
have you with us, Norma. 


Tecumseh 
Mary Estes, Correspondent 


Mary Bornemeier visited her family 


and friends in Murdock. ... Miss Arlene 
Gow spent the week end of March 13th 
with her folks at St. Paul. ...Mr. E. O. 


Wait of the Plant Department itrans- 
ferred recently to the Service Depart- 
ment in Lincoln. 


Wilber 
LaVina McElroy, Correspondent 
Mrs. Patricia Ann Colgrove is a new 
operator. Welcome Pat. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva 
Betty Schupbach, Correspondent 


Wonderful spring is here again with 
everyone thinking a little bit about vaca- 
tion time. Helen Hillyer, the night 
operator, was in Lincoln on March 15 to 
shop. . . . Helen Aldermann, the chief 
operator, went to Hastings on March 17 
to see a doctor and also to shop. 
Nata Hershey of the Traffic Department 
had a birthday on March 20. She tells 
us that she received a radio. ... Mrs. 
Stiers of the Traffic Department was in 
Osceola on March 14 to visit her sister. 

Hazel Drummond of the Traffic 
Department spent the week-end of March 
20-22 in Ohiowa visiting her parents. On 
March 22 she went to Fairbury. 
Phyliis Most has been ill since March 12. 
She is not expected back until March 29. 
We surely hope you are feeling much 


better by then, Phyllis. . Elmer Moor- 


ft 18 fie-- 


Rod Andrews of the General Traffic De- 
partment claims that he does his best 
thinking when he can just close his eyes 
for a moment. The cameraman caught 
him in the act of arriving at a particularly 
difficult decision. 


head and Reno Weis, both of the Plant 
Department, missed a day’s work during 
the past month due to head colds. 

Mr. C. J. Crew, Mr. W. R. Minich, Mr. 
Reno J. Weis, and Marge Grewell at- 
tended the Pioneer party at York. The 
Geneva Area was well represented. . 
Mr. Young, the District Manager, was a 
visitor at the Geneva office on Monday, 
March 22. 


Harvard 


Marie Hamburger of the Traffic De- 
partment resigned March lst to move on 
the farm west of Harvard. On Friday 
evening the operators entertained in her 
honor. Games were played. Later a 
luncheon was served from a lace covered 
table. The centerpiece was an African 
violet. Mrs. Hamburger was presented 
with a lace table cloth and the good 
wishes of her co-workers. 


Hastings 
Colleen Kort and Geraldine Paulson, 


Correspondents 


Vacations are starting early this year 
with Elizabeth Capron heading the list. 
She left Sunday the 14th for Chicago. 
We'll be looking for you back, Betty. 
.. . We welcome four new toll students 
this month, Mrs. Adrian, Mrs. KnappP; 
Darlene Eldred, and Aletha Bennett. 

New local students are Wauneta Willmes, 
Neva Schnase, Billie Steffin and Fran- 
cis Lundeen. Helen Ousey was 
envied by about all the girls one morning 
when she came walking leisurely into 
the operating room carrying a big soft 
pillow. Without a moment’s hesitation 
she went to her position, placed the pil- 
low on the chair, sat down and started 
to work. It seems Helen was in a hurry 
to get to work one day and she missed 
the first step on a flight of seventeen 
steps. We envy your pillow, Helen, but 
not the black and blue marks; they are 
no joke! .. . We wish Marie Hammond 
success in her new work in Washington, 
D.C. Also Dixie Walker, who recently 


resigned and went to California. 
Miss Alldritt, Miss Redinger, Miss Ross, 
and Miss Aulner all spent enjoyable 
week-ends at nearby towns. ... The local 
and toll girls aren’t the only ones having 
trouble with the new head sets—Just ask 
the supervisors. There seems to be a 
few complications in doing away with the 
long cord. Mrs. Rowlison and Miss 
Bierow are continually wrapping the 
cords around the girls’ necks. Please 
be careful, supervisors, there is a life 
sentence for hanging a human being. 

. When asking one of the local oper- 
ators how her ears felt, she remarked, 
“My ears will never be the same.” ; 
Speaking of cowhands, Mrs. Hudson 
loves horseback riding, but oh! the after 
effects. How about it, Betty??? ... Jim 
Dudgeon, Hastings Commercial Repre- 
sentative, seemes to believe in the im- 
possible in promoting lodge functions. 
It seems Jim was given a list of mem- 
bers’ names in order that tickets may 
be sold for a dinner or an event similar, 
Jim divided the list among about eight 
men in order to sell the tickets much 
faster. Sometime ago David Rubinoff, 
well known concert violinist, appeared 
in Hastings and the Lion’s Club made 
him an honorary member, thus his name 
appeared on the list of the members. 
Bob Nicely, a local businessman, was the 
one who drew the name of Mr. Rubinoff 
and nearly went “hay-wire” all day try- 
ing to find Mr. Rubinoff. I imagine 
after a day’s search for Mr. Rubinoff, 
Mr. Nicely could gladly have wrung Mr. 
Dudgeon’s neck without a moment’s 
hesitation. Incidentally, Jim, Mr. Rubin- 
off’s home address is New York City 
and not Hastings! 


Hebron 


Evelyn Dankenbring, Correspondent 


Miss Evelyn Dankenbring, cashier of 
the Commercial Dept., became engaged 
to Richard Dutcher on February 27. The 
date of the wedding has not been set. 


. . Mary Bethscheider of the Traffic 
Department spent the day of March 19 
in Lincoln. . . . Vera Braun of the Traf- 
fic Department is ill and is on leave of 
absence. . . . Evelyn Dankenbring, 
cashier of the Commercial Department, 
spent the day of March 18 in Hastings. 


Osceola 
Betty I. Beebe, Correspondent 


We are glad to welcome Elvera Car- 
man as a student. We hope you will 
enjoy your work, Elvera. ... We are 
sorry to hear Marguerite Ienn and Hazel 
Johnson are ill. We hope you both will 
be back soon. 


Shelby 


Mrs. Carroll and her sister, Rose Halli- 
gan visited in Lincoln on March 9.... 
Thrasilla Kubecek attended the Hockey 
game in Omaha... . Thrasilla also has 
an elephant story about which at a later 
date we may be able to get more in- 
formation. 


Sutton 


Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Adkins, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. A. Salisbury, Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Cassell, and Duane Grove at- 


tended the reception for Mr. Frank 
Woods on March 14th at Lincoln. 


York 


Helen Garner, Correspondent 


March came in like a very wet and 
muddy lion this year. It had better tame 
down a bit or we know some operators 
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The “News” Visits 
Raymond and Malcolm 


Newsman Joe Hartley and Area 
Commercial Manager Asa Waters 
visited the offices at Raymond and 
Malcolm last month and came back 
with these interesting pictures. They 
found the situation well in hand and 
ran on to B. D. Pattison, at left, on 
the trail of a case of switchboard 
trouble at Malcolm. (Right) Service 
at Malcolm sank to an all time low as 
Mr. Waters tries his hand at the 
board. Chief Operator Tilla Phipps is 
keeping a wary eye on him. 


—#6f 19 He 


who may have to buy new boots. We’ve 
certainly made good use of them and they 
are tattered and worn. .. . It’s time to 
turn in vacation dates! It seems like 
only last year that we had a vacation. 
(That’s a joke.) Norma Schneider 
has herself all in a dither planning her 
May Wedding. She spent a day in Lin- 
coln last week completing her trousseau. 
She plans to continue working, so we're 
not losing an operator, we’re gaining an 
operator’s husband. (We've got a million 
of them; we “Bachelor girls’? are losing 
ground.) . . . Mrs. Garlock looked rather 
shocked while working at the local board 
the other day. Later she explained 
that the subscriber had threatened her 
with “You be good or I'll spank you.” 
We are inclined to believe the remark 
was not directed at Mrs. Garlock. . 

Mrs. James Hatfield left the employment 
of the Company to become highly do- 
mesticated. We shall miss her... . 
Our restroom has been painted and var- 
nished recently. It looks nice; let’s try 


to keep it that way always. . Arideen 


Rhoads is still in the hospital in Omaha. 
We wish her a speedy recovery. 


(Above) Nettie Benischek operating the 
board at Malcolm with Chief Operator Tilla 
Phipps standing by. 


(Left) The office at Raymond with 
Chief Operator Aletha Schulling, standing, 
and her daughter, Mrs. Lillian Tolhurst, 
operating the board. 
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STARTING DOWN STAIRS ONE MORNING 
HELEN OUSEY, HASTINGS TRAFFIC, MISSED 
THE TOP STEP, BUT HIT THE OTHER SEVENTEEN 
WITH VARIOUS PARTS OF HER ANATOMY, 
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JACK LITTLE AWD GEORGE EGGLESTON WERE DIGGING HOLES IN 
FROZEN GROUND NEAR AUBURN . GEORGE GLANCED UP- AND 
NEARLY FRINTED WHEN HE SAW THE FROST BAR SLIP AND 


ee 


ASSISTANT GENERAL AUDITOR~ GOT STUCK IN THE DEEP 
GNOW NEAR HIS RURAL HOME, AND WAS SEEN BY A 


HIT JACK SQUARELY IN THE MOUTH TAKING OUT A GENERODS | WHEN SHE WENT To WORK SHE TOOK. A BIG, [| PASSER-BY STANDING AT THE ROADSIDE ,TRYING TO THINK 
HANDFUL OF PEARLY-WHITE TEETH. WHAT GEORGE DIDN'T | SOFT PILLOW AND USSD IT, WITH SATISFACTORY HIS WAY OUT OF THE DIFFICULTY, WHILE MRS. SIEVERS 
KNOW WAS THAT THEY WERENT THE REAL MECOY, BUT PART ff RESULTS THROUGHOUT THS, DAY. WAS OUT IN FRONT OF THE CAR, SHOVELING SNOW, 
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OF JACKS BRIDGEWORK-WHICH WAS BROKSN BY THE BLOW, 
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GENTLEMAN FARMER JOHN SPADY, HASTINGS 
; LED HIS HORSE TO WATER ONE DAY AND, FOR 
MILT RO¥C 


$ GSNERAL SHOP. RSPAIRSD AAQOHARDSST BUT “H SOME REASON , JOHN TURNED HIS BACK ae 

AIRGOT i RebOntEct TE Rs IN THe COVER SBS: I To THe ANIMAL AND LEANED OVER~ ~~ | ARTE ee eRe WENT INTO THEIR 
HE REASSEMBLED IT. LATER BILL KNEE MADE ATESTONTHE ff YES , THE HORSE TOOK FULL ADVANTAGE Pt paiice’ uange WIAs GOING 10 OPEN THE CAR DOOR. 
INSTRUMENT AND GOT f KICK-BACK FROM A SHORT THAT LAID & OF THE SITUATION / FOR HIS BOSS, 50 HE LEANED ACROSS THE SEAT AND 
COMMISSION WOULD BE INTERESTED IN HIS DISCOVERY | FROM He OUTSIDE, LELAND ‘ ek A Ue 

LET ME OUT ) JACK COX CRAWLED BACK INTO AND AS THE DOOR SWUNG OPEN, OUT HE 


B FELL INTO THE GUTTER « 
t THE AlR DUCT IN THE NEW LINCOLN Bihan Madd ele a 
OF HERE - £7 Business OFFICE TO DO SOME y wy 
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‘sy WA MAE. OST, ACCOUNTING DEPT, 
4) 19 BADLY WORRIED ,SHE'S AFRAID 
(& SHE MAY GET A BILL FOR 
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REPAIRING THE BIG SIGN THAT I/D)" 887A Law Sy 

BLEW DOWN IN AHIGH WIND UZ ”E LY cout RUT 7/4E8R my /, 
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| azure | Work. HE GOT A BIT EXCITED 
TMA“ AVAVZG_| WHEN HE TRIED 10 GET OUT TO 
uST | FIND THAT LYMAN NEFF HAD 
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AND BENT ITSELF DOUBLE =f" 
OVER HER HEAD AS IT St 
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| ART HOLCOMB GOT UP EARLY ONE SATURDAY MORNING ‘0 
B CLEAN HIS CHICKEN HOUSE AND JUST AS THE JOB WAS 
q COMPLETED HE MISSED HIS DIAMOND RING. ART SPENT 

a THE REST OF THE DAY ON HANDS AND KNEES, SCRATCHING 
Bf THROUGH THE STRAW . HE FOUND IT AT NIGHT-FALL 
| P, 


Now WERE BOTH J, 
LOCKED OUT. )- 
mul Tm 
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I IRENE COMBS, TRAVELING CHIEF, 
f BROUGHT BACK SOME INTERESTING 


2 


Aras _ 3 | MORSELS FROM ONE OF HER 
. ¢, 


KING FOR LEAVING THE 

y VOICE RECORDER RUNNING 

1 WHILE IRENE WAS TELLING 
THEM - OR FOR PLAYING THE 
CANDID RECORDING To fF 
SELECT GROUP, INCLUDING 
| THE BOSS HIMSELF. 


— eZ Tat a fH TERRITORIAL TRIPS , BUT SHE : 
Vic MUSSELMAN PARKED HIS BIG“LINCOLN'M BILL WEBSTER, ALONE AT*4" OFFICE, pF WILL NEVER FORGIVE GERTRUDE FF k 
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INA CRAMPED SPACE BETWEEN Two OTHER ONE NOON, ANSWERED A KNOCK AT 
CARS WITHOUT SERIOUS DAMAGE BUT WHEN J 
HE TRIED To GET OUT NEJTHER DOOR WOULD 
OPEN- AFTER A LONG STRUGGLE HE ROLLED . 
DOWN A WINDOW, SQUEEZED THROUGH TO ff 10 RETURN HE FOUND HIMSELF LOCKED F 
THE ROOF OF THE NEXT CAR, WALKED OUT. IT REQUIRED ACOLD DRIVE | 
DOWN OVER ITS HOOD AND 50 To worn 10 “3” OFFICE FOR A SPARE KEY To 
DISHEVELLED BUT TRIUMPHANT. GET HIP OUT OF HIS DIFFICULTY. 
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THE OUTER DOOR- CLOSING THE 
INNER DOOR BEHIND HIM TO KEEP 
OUT THE COLD DRAFTS. ON TRYING 


BWHEN MIR “v MRS, HOWARD STROUP ARRIVED HOME LATE 
ONE NIGHT WITHOUT A KEY HOWARD TOOK THE LOGICAL 
Sep OF HEAVING A BRICK “THROUGH A WINDOW... - 
417 WAS HIS HARD LUCK THAT A BIG COP WAS 

WITHIN EARSHOT- AND ONL¥ HOWARD'S 6LIB TONGUE 


ASAVED HIM FROM SPENDING THE NIGHT INTHE COOLER , 
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A New Course in Voice Training 


By Gertrude King 


h VOICE training course has re- 
cently been inaugurated in the 
Traffic Department. Thus far, classes 
have been held for all Lincoln oper- 
ators, and over one hundred cus- 
comer P.B.X. operators in Lincoln. 
Some preliminary instruction has 
been given at Hastings, York, 
Beatrice, Seward, Plattsmouth, He- 
bron and Tecumseh. Press of other 
work has caused some delay in the 
program but it is hoped that soon all 
remaining exchanges may be visited. 
In the preliminary training we are 
stressing the use of “rising inflec- 
tion,” which is the gradual curving 


upward of our voice at the end of a 
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voice. Later more time will be given 
(0 enunciation, pronunciation and 
diction, 

A wire recorder as illustrated in 
the accompanying pictures, is used 
in this training. With this equip- 
ment the student speaks directly into 
the microphone and her voice is re- 
corded on a moving wire. Later the 
machine reproduces the student's 
voice so she may hear how she sounds 
to others and determine where she 
needs to give attention to the proper 
use of “rising inflection” and how 
her enunciation and pronunciation 
may be corrected or improved. 

All of the operators have been 
very much interested in this phase of 
their instruction and have co-oper- 
ated splendidly. They no doubt 
recognize that this training will be 
of value to them personally as well 
as in their work. 


Ws. 


Miss Gertrude King, standing, is in Charge of the new voice training classes. The 


scene above was talten at Hastings with the class listening to the reproduction of the 
voice of Miss Lauretta Einspahr. Left to right, Esther Henthorne, Lauretta Einspahr, 
Betty Kuhn, Miss King, Chief Operator Marie Pierson and Mary Dickerson. 


(Above) The class at York with Mildred 
Heiden speaking into the microphone. Left 
to right, Ardis Burhoop, Chief Operator 
Edna Pflughaupt, Miss King, Miss Heiden 
and Artis Bowen. Velma Garlock is at the 


information desk in the backgreund. 


(Left) Deiores Keckley eppears rather 


was held at Beatrice with participants left 
to right, Louise Schmidt, Chief Operator 
Lela Watson, Miss King, Bonnie Funkhauser, 


Delores Keckley and Donna Weaver. 
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Nice Going, Bill 

HEN a fellow does a good job, he 

appreciates being told so. That is 
why William D. Quinn of the Lin- 
coln Business Office especially ap- 
preciated receiving a letter of com- 
mendation from the Lincoln Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, concerning 
a fine job that he did last month. 
Bill was the Chairman of the “Get 
Out The Vote” Committee, and al- 
though working under the handicap 
of accepting the job only about two 
weeks before election day, he did a 
most outstanding piece of work 
which brought out many compli- 
ments from business men and the 
Jaycee organization. Typical among 
these was a letter received from Dr. 
D. W. Edwards, First Vice Presi- 
dent of the Lineola Junior Chamber. 
(a his letter Dr. Fdwards catd: 

“T should like to thank you in Be’ 
half of the Lincoln Junior Chamber 
of Commerce for your fine campaign 
in regard to the “Get Out the Vote.” 
You received a lot of fine publicity 
in the newspapers, radio, etc. Start- 
ing out behind the eight ball because 
you didn’t take over until late in 
the campaign, you brought the pro- 


ject to a most successful conclusion. 
“Thanks for a good job well done. 


Fairbury Employees | 
Participate In Vocational 


Training Program | 
Congratulations are in order for 
Mandane Reid, cashier, and Viola 
Dunn, chief operator, at Fairbury 
for outstanding presentations con: 
cerning their respective phases of 
telephone work at “Career Day” for 
the students of the Fairbury High 
School. The addresses were given in 
connection with the vocational activi- 
ties of the high school program and 
were handled in a most capable man- 
ner. The subject matter covered the 
personal and educational require- 
ments of the job and went into some 
detail as to the nature of the work 
and advantages of telephone employ- 
ment. The students were greatly in- 
terested in the talks and the speakers 
received many favorable comments 
from those attending the activity. 


Wahoo Telephone oervice Improved By 
Addition of New Switchboard Position 


HE installation of a seventh posi- 

tion on the Wahoo switchboard 
has greatly increased the efficiency 
of the board, and do to a fine pub- 
licity job on the part of Area 
Manager Ed Dorland, gained 
front page notice in the Wahoo 
Wasp, one of the community’s 
fine weekly newspapers. 

Mr. Dorland recognized the 
publicity value of the new instal- 
lation and through the splendid 
eEG-Operation of the newspaper, 
had Bletuves taken of the board 
IN Oeratian and the installation 
expetts, Brancis Darnold and 
A. K. Robison on the job. The 
operators who appear at the 
board are Alice Jean Banks, Ione 
Hanson and Betty Jane Styskal. 
The pictures accompany this 
story, 

Although the new position 
does Not increase the number of 
lines in service, it greatly in- 
creas€s the number of calls that 
can be handled through the lo- 
cal Office In the past, it was 
nearly impossible to place 


enough operators at the board, and 
the new installation will relieve this 
condition by spreading a part of the 
calls to the new position. 
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THE LORE OF THE LURE 


Wit the advent of the fishing sea- 

son, John Fischer, of the Lincoln 
service department, is beginning to 
reap enjoyment and benefits from a 
hobby he took up a couple of years 
ago. An inveterate fisherman, John 
became interested in the mysteries of 
wrapping flies, and after reading and 
asking questions on the subject—and 
giving it a tentative try with some 
home-found materiais he decided to 
adopt the art as a full-fledged hobby. 


Mr. Fischer didn’t know it then, 
but he was about to embark on a 
long trail in fish psychology and in 
the intricacies of a delicate and exact- 
ing field of handcraft. The fish, he 
learned, is an opinionated vertebrate, 
whose osmosis has a sensitive hook- 
up with barometric pressure and 
who, for reasons known only to him- 
self, will bite one day only on a 
skimming swoose and the next day 
show exclusive preference for the 
plumed glub. The fisherman who 
casts with swoose when he should be 
using glub might as well pull for 
shore and call it a day, so the book 
says. The fly must be constructed 
according to rigid specifications as to 
shape, color and materials; it must 
ride properly on its hackle and ap- 


proximate the movements of an in- 
sect in the water. Otherwise all bets 
are off, and the fish will never grace 
the Fischer frying pan. 

Some of the materials which go 
into the wrappings are rare and ex- 
pensive, although very small quanti- 
ties are required for the making of 
a single lure. Among these ingredi- 
ents may be found wild ostrich 
plumes, guinea quills, emu feathers, 
Egyptian goose skins, Venezuela 
buck tails, Belgian mole skin, Hima- 
layan squirrel tail and hair from the 
polar bear, European water at, 
Malayan mountain goat, panda, 
barred orange baboon, Brazil mouse 
and many others. Special vises and 
instruments are required to obtain 
the professional touch in fly wrap- 
ping, and John has spared little ex- 
pense in equipping his work shop 
with all the latest, shiny devices listed 
in the spring catalog. During the 
past winter he spent a great deal of 
time perfecting his work and build- 
ing up an imposing collection of 
sundry tempting flies. 

The high point of his hobby career 
came on April 16, when he blossomed 
out as a recognized expert in the 
field and appeared, on invitation, as 
the speaker of the evening before a 
meeting of the Isaac Walton League 
in Lincoln. Mr. Fischer found an 
attentive audience as he delved into 
his subject, which naturally con- 
cerned the art and method of Wwrap- 
ping flies, and word from various 
sources indicates that Johnny did a 
fine job in his first appearance as an 
after-fish-dinner speaker. 


John Fischer explains 
the intricacies of fly 
wrapping with the 
aid of an illustrative 
chart. 
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Lincoln Bank Inaugurates 
New Progressive Plan 


NEW plan designed to encourage 
and facilitate contact by long dis- 
tance telephone with banks through- 
out the state has recently been placed 
in effect by the National Bank of 
Commerce of Lincoln. The plan was 
inaugurated with the following let- 
ter addressed to all Nebraska bank- 
ers: 
“Experience has taught us that we can 
frequently transact business more quickly 


and satisfactorily by using long distance 
telephone. 

“With this thought in mind, we shall 
be glad to have you call our bank or any 
of our officers at any time—day or night 
that we can be of service to you. 


“The telephone company tells us that 
long distance calls can be completed much 
more rapidly if the person placing the 
call can give the operator the telephone 
number of the person he is calling. 


“Accordingly, we enclose herewith a 
card giving the telephone number of our 
bank, as well as the home telephone num: 
ber of each of our executive officers. 


“It will help us if you, too, will send 
us the telephone number of your bank 
and the home telephone number of each 
of your executive officers on the card 
enclosed.” 


According to Byron Dunn, the 
bank’s president, the plan has: met 
with an immediate and enthusiastic 
response and it is believed that in 
addition to the advantages of time 
saving and convenience, worthwhile 
benefits in publicity and good cus 
tomer relations will result. Mr. Dunn 
and the officials of the bank are to 
be congratulated for this new for- 
ward step which is very much 1n 
keeping with the progressive poli 
cies of this fine banking institution. 


Twin Directories 
For Washington, D. C. 
\ ASHINGTON, D. C. is now 


using twin telephone directories, 
one for alphabetical listings and one 
for classified. The nation’s capital 1s 
the eighth city in the United States 
whose growth has justified this step. 
Other cities now using twin books are 
Manhattan, Chicago, Brooklyn, Los 


Angeles, Detroit, Philadelphia and 
Boston. 


Ino Retirements Are Announced 


Elsa Hornbeck Claude Walker 


NNOUNCEMENT has_ been 

made by the Benefit Commit- 
tee of the April retirement of 
Claude L. Walker, of Lincoln, and 
Elsa Bornemeier Hornbeck, of Mur- 
dock, thus bringing to a close the 
active telephone career of two em- 
ployees who have contributed a most 
generous share to the development 


of our Company. 


Mrs. Hornbeck drew her first pay 
check at Murdock in August, 1927, 
when she was employed as relief 
operator. The following February 
she accepted the position as night 
operator and continued at this post 
until August, 1936, when the ex- 
change was converted to dial opera- 
tion. Mrs. Hornbeck then moved to 
Louisville and served as night opera- 
tor at that exchange until last April, 
when impaired health forced her to 
relinquish her duties. Her retire- 
ment dates from the expiration of 
the disability period on April 7, 1948. 


Claude L. Walker narrowly missed 
being a railroad man. In fact he had 
already embarked upon such a 
career, and followed it for a number 
of years before becoming interested 
in the telephone and deciding to 
make it his life’s work. The year of 
this great decision was 1898, when 
Claude was employed by the tele- 
phone company at Horton, Kansas. 
In January, 1904, the New Home 
Telephone Company at Beatrice en- 
ticed him into their employ, and 
when that Company was purchased 
by the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company in 1912, Mr. Walker 
was numbered among the assets. 

There has always been a heavy 


demand for the type of practical ex- 
perience such as Mr. Walker could 
bring to a job, and probably no other 
employee has been called upon to 
make use of his knowledge in so num- 
erous and various a group of respon- 
sible positions. Of late years he has 
been of especial value in the prepara- 
tory work for converting exchanges 
to dial operation. 


The “News” joins with their multi- 
tude of friends in wishing Elsa and 
Claude a long future of health and 
happiness. 


Longest Microwave Call 
HE LONGEST telephone call 


ever made over microwave radio 
relay—one in which the voice trav- 
eled a 5,280-mile circuit—was dem- 
onstrated by Bell Telephone Labora- 
tories engineers recently. 

By special hook-up, the record- 
breaking call traveled twelve round 
trips over the 220-mile Boston-New 
York microwave radio relay system, 
approximately the distance from Bos- 
ton to Istanbul. 

Long distance service between 
New York and Chicago by micro- 
wave radio relay is expected to be 
opened next year. 


RECENT SUGGESTION 


Patricia Gourley 


The Suggestion Committee has 
recently announced the presentation 
of awards to three employees for 
their contribution of ideas for the 
improvement of service and condi- 
tions. The award winners were Lor- 
raine Vicek, printing service depart- 
ment, Lincoln; Patricia L. Gourley, 
traffic department, Superior; and 
Eugene C. Schrank, engineering de- 
partment, Lincoln. 

The suggestions, in their respective 
order, concerned the placing of 
menus and prices of meals in the Lin- 
coln cafeteria where they might be 
available to the customer before 
reaching the serving table; an open 
house or “‘visit your telephone office” 
week at exchanges throughout the 
territory; and a mounting method 
whereby black-white developing 
equipment could be operated in con- 
junction with the continuous blue 
print machine. 
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Eugene Schrank 
Superior Lincoln Lincoln 


WINNERS 


Lorraine Vlcek 


These employees are to be compli- 
mented for recognizing problems 
which, in some instances, did not fall 
in the realm of their regular work. 
It was one of the underlying 
thoughts, in forming the Suggestion 
Committee, that many such sugges- 
tions might be received. Often the 
viewpoint from another department 
brings a new and valuable revelation 
for attacking problems of long stand- 
ing. 

Special’ forms for submitting sug- 
gestions may be obtained from your 
supervisor or by writing to G. O. 
Seaton, personnel director, Lincoln. 
The Committee urges all employees 
to take advantage of this channel for 
the betterment of methods. condi- 
tions, service or public relations, and 
do not lose sight of the possibilities 
of a nice cash award, which accom: 
panies the acceptance of the sugges: 
tion, 


Wahoo Pioneer 
Taken by Death 


EORGE S&S. Cruickshank, veteran 

combinationman of Wahoo, was 
stricken suddenly while on his way 
back to work from his noon-day meal, 
on April 27, and 
died before med- 
ical aid could be 
summoned. He 
was 63 years of 
age. 

Mr. Cruick- 
shank first en- 
tered the tele- 
phone business as 
a shopman in 
Lincoln on De- 
cember 7, 1919 and later worked as 
a switchboardman at Lincoln before 
being transferred to Wahoo in July, 
1917. He spent a year at Yutan, as 
troubleman, combinationman and 
Manager, and returned to Wahoo as 
combinationman in April, 1919. Ex- 
cept tor brief assignments at David 
City and Seward, he has continued 
his residence at Wahoo ever since. 


George had more than the usual 
appreciation for companionship. He 
liked people, and the feeling was 
heartily reciprocated by those who 
came to know him. His keen interest 
in nature and the out-of-doors was 
centralized in hunting and fishing. 
He was a past-president of the 
Wahoo Gun Club and member of the 
Knights of Pythias, Wahoo Chamber 
of Commerce , Congregational 
Church and the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter of the Independent Tele- 
Phone Pioneer Association. George 
also enjoyed golfing and was a regu- 


lar participant in the Employees Golf 
Association. 


George Cruickshank 
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Batter Up! 
BASEBALL, the national pastime, 


will again be on the agenda of 
employee sports activities this season 
after a long lapse of sixteen years 
since a Telephone team has trod the 
diamond, This spring, under the 
prodding of a group of a younger 
generation from the supply and Lin- 
coln service departments, a high 
pitch of enthusiasm has been built up 


for its revival. A well attended or- 
ganization meeting was held on Sun- 
day, April 11, when the team was 
formed and Clem Bottorff appointed 
as manager. The aggregation will 
take the field resplendent in new uni- 
forms and equipment, for very little 
could be found of the old hardball 
paraphernalia. 

"Way back in 1932 the last Com- 
pany sponsored baseball team breezed 
through their schedule to the cham- 
pionship of the Lincoln City League 
with a record of thirteen games won 
and one lost. Among the youngsters 
with this group were Russell Rauch, 
Clem Bottorff, Roy Mills, Elmer 
Dougherty, Ralph Connors and 
Perry Caldwell. 

It was at this time that the soft- 
ball fad was sweeping the country 
and interest in baseball was on 
the wane. Interdepartmental soft- 
ball teams were being organized and 
cavorting weekly in an All-Tele- 
phone League at Muny Field. Old 
time baseball players came at a pre- 
mium and they were drafted, over 
their protests, into the ranks of the 
kittenball teams, so there was no one 


left with the time or inclination to 
organize a hardball team. Thus the 
game passed quietly out of the realm 
of employee activities, with all too 
few tears to mark its departure. 
The Lincoln Girls’ Softball Team 
is also rounding into form after sev- 
eral rugged spring practice sessions. 
They will begin their fifth season 
with a large roster and high spirit. 
Most of the stellar performers from 
last year’s squad are again in uni- 
form, and the list of new recruits 
sparkles with promising prospects. 
Harold Brady will again apply his 
magic touch to the team as coach. 
Both teams are sponsored through 
the personnel department, which 
means that G. O. Seaton, personnel 
director, will have few evenings in 
his home and garden during the sum- 
mer months. It is to be hoped that 
the teams will find their share of sup- 
porters in the stands when they take 
the field, and, with golden prospects 
for winning aggregations and a good 
brand of ball, it is highly recom- 
mended that you watch the papers 
and bulletin boards for the schedule, 
and come out to root for your team. 


And Dont Forget Your Duster and Goggles 


EVERAL painful and a few seri- 

ous accidents have occurred to em- 
ployees of this Company while driv- 
ing Ford Cars, due to 
losing control of the 
car and having it turn 
over either in rough or 
dusty portions of roads 
or at corners. The 
driver in each case has 
insisted that he was 
driving at a perfectly 
safe rate of speed. The 
answer, however, is that the accident 
occurred, and I am personally of the 
belief that accidents of this kind can 
be almost universally avoided if the 
steering gear is kept in proper con- 
dition, and the speed of the car is 
kept below twenty miles an hour 
except on perfectly smooth sections 


of road, where the speed may be in- 
creased to twenty-five miles an hour, 
but under no circumstances should 
a Ford car be driven 
faster than twenty-five 
miles per hour. 


Our employees got 
along very well for 
years with horse drawn 
livery, which seldom 
reached the speed of 
eight miles an hour, 
and there is no neces- 
sity from the Telephone Company's 
standpoint for any employee ever 
driving any car faster than twenty 
miles an hour, and it is our desire 
that the speed be kept below that 
limit. 

Please govern yourselves accord- 
ingly in the interests of safety. 


This was the content of a general plant bulletin issued by M. T-. Caster, 
formerly plant superintendent, in July, 1919. In those days, of course, a highway 
excursion of more than a few miles was an adventure where anything could, and 
usually did, happen. It was unearthed while searching through some historical 
records recently and gave us a good chuckle. Maybe you will get a bang out of 
it too. Times certainly do change, don’t they? 
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Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to whom It Is 
Furnished Without Charge 


A. B. GORMAN, Editor 
J. H. HARTLEY, Assistant Editor 
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Who Provides the Money 


For Telephone Expansion? 

The answer, of course, is that in- 
vestors do. When you read about 
the millions of dollars that the Com- 
pany is putting into new buildings, 
new dial switching equipment, and 
other new telephone facilities, it 
means that additional money from 
investors is being put to work to meet 
the public demand for more service. 


The money that we collect from 
our customers is used to meet day-by- 
day operating expense; for example, 
investors’ return, wages, taxes, and 
depreciation. The revenue that we 
receive for our service is not suffi- 
cient to provide for growth and ex- 
pansion. 

In order to meet the unparalleled 
demand for service, the Company 
has found it necessary to augment 
and revise its capital structure. Last 
December an additional $1,000,000. 
of First Mortgage bonds were sold to 
two institutional investors. On April 
12 at a special meeting of holders of 
Class A and Class B common stock it 
was voted to re-classify both issues of 
common stock into a single issue of 
new common stock. At a result of 
this action, each share of Class A 
common stock has been re-classified 
into 2 shares of the new common 
stock with a par value of $16 2/3 
per share, and each share of Class B 
stock has been re-classified into one 
share of the new common stock. 

This reclassification of stock does 
‘ot provide additional capital. It is, 


however, recognized as an important 
forward step in preparation for addi- 
tional Company financing. The capi- 
tal structure is simplified with each 
share of common stock holding the 
same rights and with the same par 
value. 

As the Company’s expansion and 
improvement program develops, ad- 
ditional financing will be necessary 
from time to time to provide the 
money to pay for it. 


Payroll Tax Cuts 
Up Take-Home Pay 


JE don’t anticipate hearing any 
loud howls of anguish over the 
news that income tax deductions for 
the May 10 payroll were reduced in 
accordance with the Revenue Act of 
1948 recently enacted by Congress. 
Reductions amount to 12.6% where 
net taxable income (gross income 
less deductions and exemptions) 1s 
$2,000 or less. Over $2,000 (up to 
$136,719.10) the tax reduction on 
this portion of income amounts to 
74%. 

The May 10 payroll covers the 
period from April 16 to April 30, 
inclusively. The new reduced taxes, 
however, became effective on Janu- 
ary 1, 1948. This, of course, means 
that you have paid taxes on the for- 
mer rate up to April 15. Although 
the Company cannot under the pro- 
visions of the law allow credit for 
the period from January 1 to April 
15, you will not lose the benefit of 
the reduction for this period. The 
adjustment will be made when you 
file your tax return at the end of the 
year when the Internal Revenue De- 
partment will credit you with all 
deductions that have been made. 

Inserts which accompanied the 
May 10 payroll checks explain in 
rather complete detail the features 
of the new tax law as they apply to 
your payroll deductions. A table in- 
dicating the amounts of deductions 
was included. If you have any ques’ 
tions concerning your tax deductions 
or provisions of the act as they may 
apply to you, you are urged to con- 
sult your supervisor or get in touch 
with the Personnel Department. 
They will be glad to help you. 
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Company Purchases 
Lincoin Building Site 
ERHAPS our headline is a trifle 


misleading, and in order to set 
your mind at rest immediately we 
will say that the Company is not 
proposing to erect a new general 
office building. The acquisition of 
property at Lincoln was undertaken 
as a safeguard against the need for 
future expansion of facilities. The 
property is located at 1430-36 M 
Street, just one-half block east of the 
general office building and could if 
required be used as a site for the erec- 
tion of a building to which could be 
transferred certain office quarters, or 
which could be used for housing 
additional dial central office equip- 
ment or long distance switchboard 
facilities. The Company is just play- 
ing safe, and if the present trend in 
the demand for service continues it 
seems probable that the additional 
space will come in mighty handy be- 
fore too many months have passed. 
The property, incidentally, was pur- 
chased for $16,000.00 and is at pres- 
ent occupied by a two story frame 
residence structure. The four story 
general office building, as everyone 
who works here is fully aware, is 
occupied to capacity and we under- 
stand the addition of another story 
is not practicable. 


Here’s a tip on the 
safest, surest, most 
profitable way to 
get ahead — start 
buying U. S. Sav- 
ings Bonds today 

Po on the payroll sav- 
UU = ings plan your com- 
pany maintains. 
YOU do nothing—except sign your 
name just once at the bottom of a 
payroll savings allotment blank. 
Every payday from then on your 
bonds will be building security for 
you and your family, making sure 
that the years ahead will be filled 
with all the things you want to make 
life brighter for those you love. 
Now—during America’s great Se- 
curity Loan---is the time to make 
certain of security by signing up for 
regular payroll savings! 


YOUR SECURITY IS 
AMERICA’S SECURITY?! 


Geraldine L. Sperling 


Hazel Kathryn Clymer..- 
Luetta Hobelman 


Barbara Parson 
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Velma Thompson 


W.C. Becher 
D. L. Fagler 


Vie Pe Spears ios icccieclccccseccesis 


E. W. Kortum 


Howard Robinette 
G. B. White 


Dorothy Biggerstaff 


Evelyn Jannssen 
Alice Johnson 
Clarice Keefover 


Libbie Recs cae easehenan | 


Virginia Kempka 
Phyllis Lukassen 
Josephine Miller 
Margaret Milton 
Blanche Nispel 
Delores Paneitz 
Arlene Thoman 


Ruth Tyrrell 


Vestal..................... 
Jean Walker 
Mildred Weiser...................... Osceola 


The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 


welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy 
their new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


DATE 
EXCHANGE TITLE EMPLOYED 
Accounting 
Thelen: Gauss iceics eiceeiwyititoons RSCG cect address (2 1 eee eS March 22, 1948 
|B al ee: 5; eee a Ree On © Fee en April 5, 1948 
Commercial 
David City................... [| Sa ee April 5, 1948 
SUpeCriOgrine eee ASE eccsavcusuabtrawseraca April 12, 1948 
Weeping Water........... Bo) at |<) eee ne April 7, 1948 
| rae, 0) | ame COT hla tscntoactenepewenaes April 22, 1948 
Construction 
fis ce hey eee ee Ground man.....0cc:. April 5, 1948 
fsa) 4 NORE ene ene: Groundman............. March 29, 1948 
| ek a 00: Cee ene re GroundMans.cck March 22, 1948 
Fi BAUS Ee ols octceecdtocentecccs Hastings............-..--------. Groundman............ April 6, 1948 
Ng tee SEATS ct acdictenlavecdeoeces ds ove Ly) Le, Groundman........:.... April 5, 1948 
Service 
LARC OU tucicinnesiinwanices TAUEOT sd craeeeestos March 29, 1948 
Supply 
LinGGl ty oc Warehouseman....... April 1, 1948 
| PRS SOR © 3-150 | (ee PAR CON ss nceecinie exceed ecease VAibOL, sn niscwninserenends March 23, 1948 
TAR CON iidecienscdentstncteccels Warehouseman......-. March 22, 1948 
LBS Yer > |) ee eee een rece Ot VARESE sotccaspaccetensevees April 15, 1948 
Traffic 
PAGE Sones cb enteeseaee A Operator.noxc March 22, 1948 
Fe S0Lb, Tt ys eater eee mee A&é@L Operator....... April 19, 1948 
SU PO TIOT ie sciailaustrmecticnnse A Opefator....-c..... April 21, 1948 
PN CG A scccacszces eres an. Ai ) petatot iaccsenca: April 12, 1948 
Veciamselysc conte. AéeL Operator....... April 1, 1948 
BOAEP ICC svecvnsicceasde tears A&’L Operator......- April 20, 1948 
FASTIN eater ees A Operatotr............ April 12, 1948 
CAL oc ecccdeecysast css oeaws A&L Operator....... April 5, 1948 
SU PEMOT sicncdusi tke A Operator. ccs April 21, 1948 
ST BOCUINGE no rsdncevccceercdln: AééL Operator....... April 13, 1948 
Davitl Witty sects. A&?L Operator....... April 19, 1948 
PAS DUE ices occec ees A. Operator.......-..-.. April 12, 1948 
Sst <3 5 a en AésL Operator....... April 12, 1948 
Beatrice cn :i cadence, A Operators..c:<...... March 29, 1948 
2:1 as ene een ore A: SD BrAtOT cccavcesseos March 29, 1948 
PCD Oia tt tents A&L Operator....... April 19, 1948 
Bi S021) 7: eee ee ee Acting Chief 
Operator ncivctce: April 18, 1948 
Teco) by ee ee ee me A Operator...........- March 24, 1948 
RATE COUIE be upcevcacivnsvndeabinns A Operatoriniwnnsc April 6, 1948 
eceecenteeteieewess A€@?L Operator.......April 7, 1948 
:| one nee lesscceesecereeee-LJnadilla...............---.....icting Chief 
Operatorcccce April 12, 1948 
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Benefit Claims Paid 


i hae following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mu- 
tual Benefit Association during the 
month of April: 

Primary members: Frances Clinton, Ac- 
counting, $48.00; Virginia Stiles, Lincoln 
Traffic, $48.85; L. F. Ottnat, Construc- 
tion, $17.50; Mrs. Florence Tatman, Sup- 
ply, $195.00; R. S. Culver, Supply, 
$11.00; Irene Woznick, Lincoln Traffic, 
$48.50; Pauline Bott, Beatrice Traffic, 
$96.60; Betsy Ann McCollum, Hastings 
Traffic, $20.00; Patricia L. Gourley, Su- 
perior Traffic, $161.50; G. M. Albury, 
Lincoln Service, $42.50; Frances Koontz, 
Engineering, $32.50; H. R. Dudgeon, 
Supply, $30.95; Mrs. Agnes F. Uhlik, 
Plattsmouth Traffic, $152.50; Marguerite 
Ienn, Osceola Traffic, $182.50: Dolores 
A. White, Hastings Traffic, $44.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. Charles Dickenman, 
Beatrice, $65.63; Mrs. F. J. Barnett, Lin- 
coln, $20.63; Gerald Schneider, Lincoln, 
$19.13; Bruce Schneider, Lincoln, $9.00; 
Frankie L. Hulbert, Lincoln, $33.75; Mrs. 
M. O. Schneider, Lincoln, $136.88. 


JOURNEY’S END 


JOHN D. BRADY, father of Harold 
Brady of the Accounting Depart- 
ment, passed away on April 10. 
Funeral services were held April 
13 at Wadlow’s Mortuary in Lin- 
coln. 


MRS. WILLIA,M GERLOFF 
mother of Margaret Gerloff, Hast- 
ings Traffic Department, died 
April 5 from burns received in a 
fire which also fatally burned Miss 
Gerloff’s father and her nephew. 
Funeral services were held April 9 


at Ayr, Nebraska. 


MRS. JULIA GREENE BELL, wife 
of W. E. Bell, General Commercial] 
Superintendent retired, passed 
away at Lincoln on April 2 as a 
result of injuries sustained in a 
traffic accident. Mrs. Bell was a 
familiar figure in the Lincoln 
frequent visits with her many 
friends. The news of her accident 
and death was a grievous shock to 
those of us who knew and loved 
her. Her son, Donald, was for- 
merly district commercial manager 
of the Company at Lincoln and 
Hastings. 


Linda Bartels, Lincoln Traffic De- 
partment, was united in marriage to 
Kenneth Kraus on April 18 at Trin- 
ity Lutheran Church in Lincoln. Mrs. 
Kraus will continue her work. 


The marriage of Virginia Harper, 
operator at Hastings, and Linneas 
Stang was solemnized on April 17 at 
the First Presbyterian Church in 
Hastings. Mrs. Stang will continue 
her work. 


Donna Overton of the Lincoln 
Traffic Department became the bride 
of Landon Gault April 18 at College 
Station, Texas. Mrs. Gault will con- 
tinue her work. 


Richard H. Fischer and Betty 
Barnhill of Lincoln exchanged vows 
on April 4 at the First Congrega- 


tional Church in Lincoln. Mr. Fischer 


is a member of the Supply Depart- 
ment. 


Zion Congregational Church in 
Lincoln was the scene of the wed- 
ding of Lydia Schneider of the Ac- 
counting Department and Darrell 
Holloway of Lincoln. After a short 
honeymoon, Mrs. Holloway will con- 
tinue her work. 


Lois Williams of the Hastings 
Traffic Department became Mrs. 
Henry Schumann in a home cere- 
mony performed at the bride's 
brother's home on April 18. Mrs. 
Schumann is continuing her work. 


Ann Hutson, operator at Seward, 
and Leo Hafer were united in marri- 
ace April 14 at the home of the 
groom in Seward. Mrs. Hafer will 
continue her work. 


A home wedding was chosen by 
Selma Ocken of the Seward Traffic 
Department. The big event took 
place on April 18 at the home of the 
bride’s parents. She is now Mrs. 
David Phonen and has resigned her 
position to take up housekeeping. 


Walter W. Vidlock of the Service 
Department, and Wilma Jean Stoehr 


Promotions, Transfers, 


Plant 


D. E. Aydelott, car inspector to motor 
vehicle foreman, Supply. 

Otis Clark, warehouseman to shopman, 
Supply. 

B. F. Ferguson, warehouseman to shop- 
man, Supply. 

Frank Fisher, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, Beatrice Service. 

Harold J. Frery, lineman, Construction, 
to groundman, Beatrice Service. 

Lloyd H. Lane, groundman to combina- 
tionman, Weeping Water Service. 

Leroy C. Reid, janitor to shopman, Sup- 
ply. 

Donald H. Shafer, groundman, Auburn, 
to groundman, Beatrice. 

Clyde §. Whittington, garage mechanic 
to car inspector, Supply. 

Traffic 

Aletha Bennett, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Miriam Carter, A€?L operator to desk 
operator, Tecumseh. 

Nellie Curttright, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Nebraska City. 

Nyla Edgar, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Superior. 

Dorothy D. Eldred, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Lois Friede, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Nebraska City. 

Donnie Gault, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Lincoln. 

DeLores M. Glover, instructor to L super- 
visor, Lincoln. 


of Lincoln were united in marriage 
on April 18, at the St. Paul Evangel- 
ical and Reformed Church in Lin- 
coln. The couple will make their 
home in Lincoln after a honeymoon 
to New Orleans. 


Helen Fergus, operator at Hum- 
boldt, became the bride of Orval 
McKim, on Easter Sunday. The 
ceremony took place in the parson- 
age of the Bethany Evangelical 
United Brethren Church. The cou- 
ple are residing on a farm near Hum- 


boldt. 


A single big dial telephone ex- 
change requires 4,000 miles of wire 
in pieces of varying lengths, and as 
many as 2,500,000 solder connections 
before it is ready to use. 
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Title Changes 


D. E. Aydelott Eleanore Lane 


Motor Vehicle 


Foreman Weepi Water 
Supply eeping 


Chief Operator 


LaVina J. Haagensen, A operator to A&L 
operator, York. 

Loretta J. Heineke, A operator to A&L 
operator, York. 

Olive Hess, A€&L instructor to A&L 
supervisor, Hastings. 

N. Mae Hunt, NL operator to L opera- 
tor, Lincoln. 

Beverly J. Jordan, A operator to Aé’L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Eleanore Lane, evening chief operator to 
chief operator, Weeping Water. 

Betty Shepherd, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Fairbury. 

Mary Styskal, A operator to A€&L oper- 
ator, Wahoo. 


Della Wilcox, Instructor to L_ super- 
visor, Lincoln. 


New Library Books 


HREE fiction books have been 
added to our employees library 
to add to the fine collection which 
we formerly had. The new books 
are “Lucinda Brayford,” by Martin 
Boyd, “Pilgrim’s Inn,” by Elizabeth 
Goudge, and “Parris Mitchell of 
Kings Row,” by Henry and Kather- 
ine Bellamann. These books are 
among the latest best sellers that are 
in great demand in all libraries, and 
may be checked out by any employee. 
The library is located in Room 203 
of the General Office Building. 


(Left) Amy LeBard of Union College tries her skill at operating a new Stromberg 
Carlson cordless PBX board. Ila Hoswell of the Orthopedic Hospital and Carl Kaczka of 
the State Penitentiary waich the proceedings. 

(Right) F. W. Morris, Lincoln business office, did a fine job of contacting Lincoln 
business executives and making arrangements for operators to attend the classes. 


(Above) One of the smaller groups enjoys a delicious luncheon in the Company 
cafeteria following the completion of their training. 


(Below) A group poses with the wire recorder at the conclusion of this phase of 
their instruction. 


Training Course For 
Subscriber POX Uiperators 


PBX operators learn about their switchboards and how 
to make friends for their company over the telephone. 


he place of business has two “oors open to the public—the conven- 

tional front door through whicl: customers pass in their quest for mer- 
chandise or services and, equally imrortant, the telephone “door” through 
which thousands of customer conté<ts and sales are made during every 
business day. These telephone “doors” range in size from a single telephone 
line to large multi-position PBX systems serving hundreds of stations. 


At the present time, the Compary is serving 236 PBX systems, of which 
168 are in Lincoln. Hastings has 23, Beatrice 14, York 12 and Fairbury 6. 
PBX systems are also located at David City, Nebraska City, Louisville, Seward, 
Wahoo, Auburn, Humboldt, Fairmont and Superior. These systems vary 
considerably in size also. The largest, at the University of Nebraska, serves 
nearly 500 telephones and is dial operated. Smaller units range downward to 
as few as five stations. 


However large or small the switchboard or system may be, each PBX 
operator has a big job to do. She is the voice of her company. Her telephone 
habits may make friends or reflect discourtesy for the whole organization. 


With this in mind, and in order to help our business customers put their 
Best FOG Pores Bie Om ay. Guanes the past two months, has conducted 
training classes for PBX operators. Thus far the classes have been held in 
Lincoln. However, because of the interest displayed by both operators and 
management of the firms, consideraticn is being given to extending the activity 
throughout the territory. 55 E 


The course consisted of three classes for each of the 12 groups in which 
144 operators participated. The first class was devoted to voice training in 
which the wire recorder was used to let the operators “hear themselves as 
others hear them.” Enunciation, diction and inflection also were discussed 
and their importance to good telephone usage was explained. At the second 
class, each group was shown the motion picture “Telephone Courtesy” after 
which the class participated in a general discussion of the improvement and 
expediting of service. 

Operating procedures, both for /ycal and | 
the third class during which the operators were given instruction in the opera- 
tion of various types of boards and, in a visit to the long distance operating 
department, saw at first hand the tol] sperators at work. Ideas were exchanged 
as to how long distance operators and PBX operators could be helpful to one 
another in their common interest of ptoviding good service. At the conclusion 
of the course, each class was served a luncheon in the Company eee 
Each operator who participated also was presented with a certificate of merit 
indicating the satisfactory completion of the training. 


ong distance service, featured 


The project was conducted jointly by the Traffic and Commercial De- 
partments and was, of course, provided without charge to our customers. 
Gertrude King, Pearl O’'Hehir and Frances Harmon represented the Traffic 
Department in the various phases of instruction. F. W. (Bill) Morris of the 
Commercial Department did an outstanding job of contacting the various 
organizations and making arrangements for the meetings of the several 
groups. The motion picture projector was operated by W. D. (Bill) Quinn, 
also of the Commercial Department. 


One of the largest classes inciuded male PBX operators from the State Penitentiary. 
The group poses with a portion of the Company’s collection of historical telephone 
equipment as a back drop. 


(Above) Norma Clark, operator at the penitentiary, enters into a demonstration of 
the cordless PBX with the assistance of three of her co-workers. 


(Below) A representative class visits the operators’ lounge and obligingly pcses for 
the ‘‘News” photographer. 
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Service Birthdays 
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Forty-Four Years 
C. S. Nevin, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
G. W. Hansen, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Three Years 
J. H. Hartley, H. G. White, Lincoln: 
R. J. Rogers, York. 
Thirty-Two Years 
G. C. Mann, Otto Nelsen, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 
M. F. Egan, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
C. H. Pierce, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
Eva Stutz, Hebron. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Frank Nevitt, Beatrice: C. F. Peach- 
man, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln: Irene 
Swan, David City. 
Twenty-Three Years 
W. K. Eno, Ruth E. Goslin, L. C. Jen- 


kins, Lincoln; Hilda Johannes, Platts- 


mouth; J. G. Van Nordheim, R. E. Wait, 
Hastings. 


Twenty-One Years 
Tilla Phipps, Elsie Powell, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 


H. T. Drake, C. W. Helm, H. W. 


Stroup, Lincoln; I. D. Livingston, Nebras- 
ka City. | 


Nineteen Years 


E. J. Flowerday, Hastings; V. B. Hutch- 


ison, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 


Alethea Schulling, Raymond: Mable 
Wieting, Beatrice. 


Fifteen Years 


Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 


H. W. Stroup I. D. Livingston 
Lincoln Nebraska City 


20 Years 20 Years 


Fourteen Years 
L. W. Cleveland, York; A. J. Cox, 
Almyra Metcalf, Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 


Effie Harbour, Lincoln. 


Ten Years 


Erika Headman, Stromsburg. 


Nine Years 


Juanita Schleif, Lincoln. 


Seven Years 


R. E. Grant, Lincoln. 


Six Years 
Emmaline Brenneman, Harvard; Paul 


Henson, Elizabeth Kroeger, D. C. Rut- 
ledge, Lincoln; R. C. Humiston, Platts- 
mouth. 
Five Years 

Betty Beebe, Osceola; G. L. Burt, Hast- 
ings; Viola Clough, Humboldt; Lola 
Hetherington, Ruth Hetherington, Lin- 
coln; Dorothy Stowell, Hebron. 


ASTER Ronald Edwin Harring- 
ton, son of Waldo and Helen 
Harrington, was born March 29, 
weighing 614 pounds. Mr. Harring- 
ton is a member of the Tecumseh 
Plant Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Vaughn Baum are 
the proud parents of a baby boy, 
Gary, who was born on April 3. Mr. 
Baum is a member of the Construc- 
tion Department. 
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Erika Headman 
Lincoln Stromsburg 
15 Years 10 Years 


Verna Alexander 


Flexiduct Is Catching On 
EX WINDERS and Alex Geist, 


of the Lincoln Service Depart- 
ment, founders of the Flexiduct 
Company, have been receiving much 
favorable publicity concerning their 
new useful and practical product 
which carries the trade name of 
“Flexiduct.” The “News” carried a 
feature article concerning their prod- 
uct, a rubberized duct for over-floor 
installations, in the March issue. 


Articles concerning the uses of 
Flexiduct, one of them by John Reed 
of our General Plant Department, 
have appeared in both of the major 
telephone journals, Telephony and 
Telephone Engineer, and as a result 
of this publicity, many inquiries have 
been received from various compan- 
ies. Alex and Rex are to be con- 
gratulated for their initiative in de- 
veloping this new product. We hope 
that their initial success in the under- 


taking will continue. 


Telephone Pioneer Dies 


A telephone pioneer known to 
many L. T. and T. people died on 
April 25. He was C. L. Kelly, man- 
ager of the Farmers Telephone Com- 
pany at North Bend for the past 25 
years. He was a member of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter of the In- 
dependent Telephone Pioneer Asso- 
ciation. 


Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 


Eastern District Office 


We wish to welcome Mr. Ed Piper to 
our office who was recently transferred 
from the Service Department. ... Mr. 
Keckler is a busy man these days show- 
ing motion pictures to the different ex- 
changes in the Eastern District. ... Mr. 
McKinzie recently spent a week-end 
visiting his son and family at Fairfield, 
Iowa. 

David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent. 

Spring is just around the corner from 
all signs and conversations. The boys 
are talking about fishing, while the girls 
converse both on styles and vacations. 
... Among the recent shoppers to Omaha 
and Lincoln were Betty Northway, Mar- 
garet Ann Rech, Pat Emerson and Mar- 
garet Cornell. . . . Irene Swan recently 
spent a week-end visiting relatives in 
Flandreau, South Dakota. She returned 
with a good sun tan and some new ideas. 
... Two girls to join the ranks in the 
Traffic Department are Phyllis Lukassen 
and Gloria Humlicek. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Spring is here at last—but where is 
all the ambition for the things we were 
going to do when it came?? ... We do 
have some activity here. Mary Barty- 
zelle has been real busy. She just com- 
pleted toll training with Lois Friede and 
Nellie Curttright. Good Luck Girls! ... 
Now Mary has a new toll class with Edna 
Jacobson and Mary Watkins. ... Speak- 
ing of the new-comers, reminds us of 
those leaving. Virginia Duncan says her 
garden and husband need her attention. 
We're sorry to see you leave us Vir- 
ginia end thanks so much for the deli- 
cious candy. ... We had a few visitors 
recently—a class of wide-eyed youngsters 
and their teacher came to see the mystery 
of the “voice with the smile.” ... Two 
former members of our gang, Mary Jen- 
kins and Lois Forsyth, dropped in for a 
few minutes. Seemed nice to see them 
again. ... Velma Stock is trying her hand 
out on a little night duty. Our +egular 
night operator Lois Barta, has been on 
our sick list. We hope to have her back 


before too long. . . . Doris Walker has 
a beautiful eye! She says she ran into 
a towel rack—but it looks more like it 
must have been a fist. Some people can 
think up the strangest excuses! We're 
joking Doris. .. . Hope it’s better soon, 
but incidentally, what does the other guy 
look like? . .. We had three Birthdays 
for April. Virginia Duncan, “Snookie”’ 
Steckly and Mary Tackett. Happy Birth- 
day Girls! Smiling faces—Mary 
Tackett and her husband finally found 
a house. They have moved too. 
Violet Peterson tells us she found a house 
too, all she is waiting for now is the 
other people to move out... . Betty 
Eaton and husband found themselves a 
new epertment. . Some people are 
so lucky. ... “Dottie” Waters and hus- 
band are hunting for one, too—but they 
have a bea-uti-ful red car instead. They 
even took it to Omaha when they went 
shopping. ... Mrs. Placek tells me she 
has the luckiest boy “Jr.” He gets a 
free trip to Chicago with all expenses 
paid. ... Mary Bartyzelle’s face beamed 
all over when she told us about her 
trip to Clyde, Mo., where she visited her 
sister and family. ... “Max” Meyer and 
Mary Tackett had wonderful entertain- 
ment when they attended the concert at 
our local school house. 


Plattsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Humiston and 
daughter Novita, spent the week-end of 
April 18 at Hardy, Nebraska, visiting 
with his wife’s parents. ... Mr. and Mrs. 


Girl bandit: “Hands up!” 
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Joe Abrams spent April 17 at Dorches- 
ter.... Mr. A. M. Newens attended the 
Telephone Convention at Omaha, March 


30 and 31. Ruth Koukal is still 
numbered among the sick. Ruth is feel- 
ing somewhat better, but will not be back 
to work for sometime. ... Agnes Uhlik 
has returned to work after being on 
the sick list for six weeks. We are all 
glad to have Agnes with us again. 


Seward 


Helen Greiner, Correspondent 


Ole’ Cupid is really shooting his arrow 
around the Seward office the last few 
weeks—which we must say is very un- 
usual! . . . Selma Ocken resigned to be 
married on April 18.... Ann Hutson pro- 
nounced her marriage vows on April 15. 
. . . We welcome a new operator to our 
plug-pushers, Libby Kracman. ... Good 
luck, Libbie. Martha Merz spent 
her week-end off visiting her sister and 
family in Norfolk. .. . Eleanore Schutz 
spent her week-end off visiting her par- 
ents at Elwood, Nebraska. ... Helen 
Greiner spent a day visiting in Waco and 
York. ... Laura Douty of the Commer- 
cial Department, attended the Rebekah 
Lodge meeting in Lincoln on April 7.... 
Cupid not only has made his appearance 
in the Traffic Department, but also in the 
Plant Department. From rumors that have 
been floating around, it is learned that 
a certain fella’ in the Plant Department 
has bought a new house recently in 
Tamora. Does that mean that the wed- 
ding bells will soon be ringing? You 
can’t keep a secret around here. How 
about that “Mike” Danaher? 

We have been wondering why we see 
Merna Stewart of David City in Lincoln 
so often—Could the attraction be the 
handsome young man she handcuffs her- 
self to walking up and down the aisles 
of the ten cent store? ... Mr. Art 
Keckler of the Eastern District office. 
was in Seward showing films to the 
schools. . . . Celebrating birthdays this 
month in our office was Thad Cone, 
Laura Douty and Beata Merz. ... It 
seems to be the fad around here that one 
man or the other is breaking chairs—It 
so happened the other day that John 
Shipp of the Plant Department non- 
chalantly put his legs upon a desk, leaned 
back on the chair, and down went John 


—on the floor. We rather imagine he 
was shocked, don’t you? 


Syracuse 
Mrs. Iona Pieper, Correspondent 


News time again but it seems to be 
sort of scarce this month. ... Mrs. Lock- 
hart was quite disgusted the other week- 
end when she went to Omaha shopping 
and discovered she had left all her money 


home. . .. Mrs. Lockhart, are you get- 
ting absent minded or did you think you 
could shop without money? .. . Alice 


France and Aldean Steinhoff attended 
the music contest in Auburn last week. 
... We were glad to have Mrs. Burton, 
the Palmyra Chief Operator, visit us 
this past month and we also enjoyed a 
visit from Mrs. Laverta Andrews, who 
was Assistant Chief Operator for so long 
at our office. ... Mr. and Mrs. Delbert 
Pieper recently entertained Mr. and Mrs. 
Harlan Nutting. Mrs. Nutting was a 
former operator at Nebraska City... . 
Mr. Kermoade must of had spring fever 
one day last week. He was really busy 
working around here and we discovered 
he was quite an expert at washing win- 
dows, as you should see how they shine 
and sparkle now. 


Tamora 


Mrs. Leona Geseking is spending one 
week vacation visiting in Goehner and 
Seward. 


_ Weeping Water 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

Barbara Parson is helping Miss Davis 
in the Commercial Department. . . . Miss 
Davis spent the day April i4, visiting 
with Adaline Lorensen at Lincoln. ... 
Miss Pearl Sutton spent the day in 
Plattsmouth visiting with her mother. 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

The Birthdays of Ethel Daharsh and 
Joan Pospisil of the Traffic Department, 
were celebrated at the City Cafe Lunch 
Room, April 6. The table was set with 
individual nut cups in pastel colors and 
yellow Jonquils and candles. ‘“‘“Whooppee”’ 
was played and much merriment was 
caused by the prize exchange. The high 
score prize was won by Ethel and Low 
by Joan. . . . We were happy to have 
Miss Seymour, Gertrude King and Miss 
Kroeger at our exchange giving voice in- 
structions during April and some of us, 
namely myself, found that simple words 
can be stumbling blocks. ... Mr. Dor- 
land is displaying his 1947 “golf trophy” 
in a very prominent place on his desk. 
Congratulations on your winnings! 
Auditors Bush and Boshart dropped into 
our office for our annual audit April 26. 


General Offices and 
Central District 
Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 
Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


“Rain, rain go away, come again some 
other day!’”’ Seems these April showers 
we’ve been having have spoiled a lot 
of plans. For instance, there’s Shirley 
Bonnell who was looking forward to a 
big week end picnic. Then there’s Helen 
Piccolo who had great plans for spring 
house cleaning. Baseball practice had to 
be called off due to wet fields. Then, 
too, the girl’s baseball team manager, 
Harold Brady, is having trouble getting 
Bob Ross out for practice. Bob, you 
know, signed up for a season of base- 
ball on the girl’s term. Brady can’t fig- 
ure out why Bob refuses to let the girls 
pick him up for practice. . . . Before 
going any further, we wish to take this 
opportunity to wish Mr. and Mrs. Devoe 
much happiness in their new apartment 
located on 18th and B Street. Frances 
Koontz has also moved to a new loca- 
tion and reports she is very happy in 


Picnic At York 


Yes, sir! It was another big 
evening for the folks at York 
when they gathered last month 
for another of their widely her- 
alded picnics. We’ve been privi- 
leged to attend a couple of them 
so we know whereof we speak. 
Although the “News” wasn’t able 
to be represented at this partic- 
ular outing the York folks were 
kind enough to remember us and 
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send in these fine pictures of the 
occasion. We are indebted to 
Marvin Garlock for his usual fine 
cooperation in handling the pho- 
tography. At left, Hhirley Holoch 
and Leonard Reed get a wee bit 
exclusive and enjoy their supper 
together. The pictures below 
show scenes of what is always 
the big moment at every picnic 
—eating time! 


her new surroundings. . . . Our sin- 
cerest sympathies go out to Harold Brady 
in the loss of his father, John D. Brady. 
... We’re inclined to believe that Dick 
Hansen is a Stassen supporter. Any com- 
ments, Dick? . Shirley Pentico and 
Jane Spohn attended their grandpar- 
ents’ 50th wedding anniversaries this 
past month. Shirley traveled to Clyde, 
Kansas for the occasion and Jane at- 
tended festivities in Friend. . . . Con- 
gratulations and best wishes are ex- 
tended to Lydia Schneider who became 
Mrs. Darrell Holloway on the 4th of 
April. . . . Dorothy Carlson is giving 
up her work in the Accounting Depart- 
ment to be married. Good luck, Doro- 
thy. . . . The Engineers are expecting 
quite a let down in that department now 
that Don Swanson has lost his last wis- 
dom tooth. We understand that 
Johnnie Backstrom was quite a violinist 
in his day, but now the only time he has 
courage enough to “fiddle a tune” is in 
the dead quiet of night after everyone’s 
out of sight. ... Bud Eden was certainly 
a worried father the night his youngest 
offspring drank nail polish remover... . 
Dru Kucera spends her leisure hours at- 
tending auction sales. She became so en- 
grossed at one sale, she was an hour and 
a half late in meeting her husband. No 
wonder Bob was slightly ruffled when 
she finally showed up. . . . We wish 
to welcome Geraldine Sperling who is 
a new employee in the Toll Billing Unit. 
... Ruby Hahn and Jean Walker claim 
to be such good friends and yet, every- 
time they are seen together, they’re 
scrapping about something... . Eunice 
Zehr, we hear, was seen in Omaha at- 
tending Victor Lombardo’s stage show. 
_. . We have a few gals in this depart- 
ment, namely, Rose Carlson, Norma 
Chrastil, Mary Lou Freauf, Helen Pick- 
ard, Lily Robotham, Helen Goit, Alta 
Mueller, and Viva Siefert who just never 
seem to get into any mischief—at least 
not when this reporter’s around. Now, 
we’re wondering—we haven’t noticed any 
halos—surely there must be something 
interesting about them that would look 
good in print! ... Alvina Miller spent 
a recent week end visiting in Red Oak, 
Iowa. . ... Frances Clinton attended 
the stage play “Song of Norway” given 
in Omaha during her recent vacation. 
The latest bit of equipment in this 
dept. is the dummy elevator which Mr. 
Galley says will be his short cut to the 
cafeteria. Now we’re wondering what’s 
happened to those lovely new light 
fixtures we heard so much about and 
felt sure we’d get real soon. Can any- 
one throw a bit of light on that sub- 
ject? ... We’ve just heard that S. F. 
Bush and H. W. Cane are very dis- 
gusted about the big rainstorm we had 
Saturday. Mr. Bush had just com- 
pleted the floor of his new garage and 
Mr. Cane had just completed a couple 
of cement troughs beneath the eave 


spouts when the heavy rains came. Now 
all that remains is a trace of gravel. You 
know what they say, fellas, “into each 
life a few raindrops must fall.” 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


Word is passing around concerning 
Mrs. Cecile Anderson’s retirement which 
will take effect following her three weeks 
vacation in June. Mrs. Anderson’s thirty 
years of successful service with the com- 
pany may now award her with a long and 
permanent vacation and we extend our 
wishes for good health and happiness to 
her in years to come. .. . It isn’t direc- 
tory closing but proof reading is well 
under way since the directory is being 
completely reset with new type. Two 
new employees, Velma Thompson and 
Lucille Wallin, have been hired to help 
out temporarily with the proof reading. 
Welcome, ladies. .. . Vacations are get- 
ting under way especially for Jean Schulz 
who headed north with her husband for 
a two weeks trip. Jean paid a visit to 
her sister in North Dakota and toured 
on to points of interest in Canada... . 
Joan Moorberg had an exciting time in 
Chicago on her recent visit. One ex- 
perience she seldom mentions happened 
when she was on the train. It seems 
Joan wanted to have a brief breakfast 
before arriving in Chicago so she ordered 
a serving of toast and coffee. When the 
train pulled into the station some time 
later, Joan was still waiting for the toast. 
Finally she called to the waiter to can- 
cel the order only to find the toast had 
been placed before her wrapped in a 
napkin at the same time she received her 
coffee. Was Joan’s face red. ... An 
unexpected visitor this month was Mike 
Egan. However, Mike won’t be a vis- 
itor long as he is planning to return to 
work before long. . . . We are definitely 
proud of our new paint job out in the 
front office this month. It’s nice to 
prove that the company does buy vari- 
ous colors of paint other than green. 
. . . We extend our sympathies to Jean 
Schulz, whose grandfather passed away 
recently in Goehner. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess—Associate Editor 


Congratulations to the Vaughn Baum’s 
—a baby boy, named Gary made his ap- 
pearance April 3, 1948. Also to Dale 
Weaver who was married sometime dur- 
ing the week of April 5th. Sorry we 
can’t give you the particulars at this 
writing. On the sick list we find George 
Wasson and Richard Knight—hope they 
will be back at work real soon. R. E. 
Hibbert answers to the tune of “Good 
Morning, Judge” these days—he’s serv- 
ing on the jury. “Babe” Combs and 
Mrs. Combs moved to Lincoln last week. 
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Blaine Hammond, Lincoln service depart- 
ment, punches clocks and attends to other 
sundry duties on the night shift while 
working his way through University. He’s 
a nice boy and, incidentally, has a fine 
baritone voice. Ask him for a tune some 
evening. 


Mr. Combs will now work out of Lincoln. 
We are sorry to lose Forrest McMichael, 
who went back into the Army, Lawrence 
Kistler and Harold Frey, who transferred 
to the Beatrice District. New employees 
this month include L. W. Ward on Ejich- 
enour’s crew, C. W. Edwards on George 
Hansen’s crew, R. L. White and F. 
Strauss on “Deke” Simpson’s gang, M. 
Heath and J. Summers on Otto Buck’s 
gang, W. Becher with Tommy Hedges 
and D. Paulsen as Bill Huddleston’s 
helper. 


General Offices—2nd Floor 


Barbara Kaiser, Associate Editor 


With everyone’s thoughts turning to 
spring, which we hope is really here 
this time, we think about the fun we’re 
going to have on those wonderful picnics, 
and of course fishing, etc. ... Mina Jor- 
gensen is taking a week of her vaca- 
tion this month. She will spend three 
days in Omaha to attend the Grand 
Chapter of Eastern Star. ... John Reed 
has taken a week’s vacation, but John 
informs us that he spent it working at 
home. ... Mr. Behm attended the U.S. 
I.T.A. Convention last month in Chicago. 
... A recent visitor to the General Plant 
Office was Milton Barratt, former Assist- 


ant Plant Superintendent. His visit was 
enjoyed by all who know him and met 
him. . .. Our sincere sympathy is ex- 
tended to Mr. Frank Woods. His brother, 
Dr. Albert F. Woods, passed away at 
his home April 12. . . . Of interest to 
“Forrey” Behm’s friends is his recent 
promotion to Production Manager, Tele- 
vision Department, of the Corning Glass 
Company, Corning, New York... . O. 
L. Sturdevant turned the third shovel of 
dirt at the ground breaking ceremony 
for the new Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. He is secretary of the building 
committee and helped plan the new 
structure. ... With both spring and love 
in the air, we find Marie Beltz wearing 
a diamond and Ernest M. Barney and 
his fiance have set the date for May 21. 


Service Department, Lincoln 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Our vacations seem to gradually get 
under way this month, with three of our 
members absent because of them. C. S. 
Nevin took his vacation taking care of 
his wife who is ill. ...P. R. Winscot 
repaired his basement and A. E. Dulin 
went fishing, and not only that, but he 
caught some fish, too. ... KE. G. Piper 
has left us to work in the Eastern Dis- 
trict Office. We wish him lots of luck 
in his new job. .. . Congratulations to 
Walter Vidlock, who was married to 
Wilma Stoehr, on April 18. They chose 
New Orleans for their honeymoon... . 
Frank Kuchera is certainly beaming these 
days, all because he is a grandpa. The 
new granddaughter, Diana Dee, was 
born April 27 to Mr. and Mrs. Jack 


Kuchera, both former employees of the 
Company. Our congratulations to the 
proud parents AND the grandpa, who 
is very proud indeed. ... We are sorry 
to hear that Roland Wart, son of Harold 
Wart, is in Lincoln General Hospital 
with a mild case of polio. ... The law 
caught up with V. B. Hutchinson and 
H. G. White this month, and they served 
their term of jury duty. ... At home re- 
covering from various illnesses have been 
Jack Schneider, Helen Gill and D. C. 
Travis. ... We are glad to see Art Albers 
back on the job, as he has been absent 
the past two months due to illness. 


Supply Department 
Ramona Wendland, Associate Editor 


Seems as if no one will cooperate with 
ye old editor by doing anything spectacu- 
lar. The nearest thing to “spectacular” 
is Mr. Stacys’ new car. It’s a 1948 Dodge 
Club Coupe and, at this writing, is fully 
two and a half weeks old. However, judg- 
ing from Mr. Stacy’s galavanting around 
the country it will soon be a veteran. 
He is very proud of it though and we are 
happy for him. It gives him more op- 
portunities to visit his daughter, Mar- 
garet, for one, who lives at Superior. 
Anyway, a new car these days is cer- 
tainly to be envied. . . . We wish to 
apologize for overlooking a new employee 
last month. J. K. Greenlee joined us 
March 23, 1948 as janitor and we’re glad 
to have him with us. Also, we hope he’ll 
forgive us for not giving him a “News” 
welcome. This month we have two new 
employees and so as not to have a repe- 
tition of last month’s error, the new 


employees have been counted, with the 
aid of the fingers, several times. It ‘still 
turns out the same. As we said, two new 
employees. They are O. L. Clark who 
started April 1, 1948 as a warehouse- 
man and G. B. White who joined us 
April 15, 1948 as janitor. We hope they 
enjoy their surroundings as we are glad 
to have them. . . . Keeping along the 
same line we find several transfers this 
month. Ben Ferguson recently trans- 
ferred from the warehouse to the Gen- 
eral Repair Shop and L. C. Reid is now 
a member of the “shop” force; being 
formerly a janitor. Right about now Dick 
Fischer is probably wondering where his 
wedding comes in so we'll tell about that. 
Dick and Miss Betty Barnhill were mar- 
ried April 4, 1948 at the First Congre- 
gational Church in Lincoln at 7 o’clock. 
After a honeymoon in St. Louis the happy 
couple returned to Lincoln to reside. 
Dick still has his head in the clouds and 
so far as we’ve noticed his feet have not 
yet touched ground. We’re all very 
happy, though, for Dick and his bride and 
wish them all the best in the world.... 
Speaking of weddings, there will prob- 
ably be several more in the Supply De- 
partment during the summer months. 
Both Anne and Leona Pavel have that 
look in their eyes and what with this 
being Leap Year, well, anything can hap- 
pen. In fact they recently got in some 
practice when they were attendants at 
their sister’s wedding. They say that old 
aisle won’t look so long to them when 
the fateful day comes, however, we’ll 
place bets as to whether or not they'll 


be nervous. ... We’re all getting ex- 


Linda Bartels Was The Gues: of Honor 


aA star cnnrn mers won Dennen SRR ne 
key. oo aoe 


it was a gala evening last month as the Lincoln 
Traffic Department gathered at Cotner Terrace at 
a dinner party held in honor of Linda Bartels. Linda 


was about to take the step that would make her was “Linda.” 


Mrs. Kenneth Kraus and her friends gave her a 
send off that we’re sure she will long remember and 
appreciate. After the delicious dinner, Linda was 


presented with a beautiful gift by Elaine Scovell 
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and Bernice Itzen on behalf of the party goers. The 
orchestra, of course, dedicated a number to the 
prospective bride which naturally and appropriately 
The “News” joins with her many 
friends in wishing Linda much happiness in her 
new role as Mrs. Kraus. The guest of honor appears 
fourth from right in the back row. 


cited about our new office, which should 
be ready: for occupancy within a week 
or two. The workmen probably wish they 
didn’t have such a large and enthusiastic 
audience but people just will be curious, 
Yours Truly included, and have to get 
under foot watching the progress. All 
this preparation for moving into a new 
office has involved considerable trans- 
fer of stocks and our team of “Grant and 
Royce” (Milton E. that is) really de- 
serve credit for they have worked hard 
clearing space to make room for new 
equipment and moving office supplies 
and furniture from one part of the build- 
ing to another. The Repair Shop is be 
coming quite crowded as it is taking up 
the overflow of furniture, materials, 
equipment, etc. In fact, anything that 
won’t go some place else goes to the 
Shop. However, one of these days it 
will be over and everyone will be happy. 
... There is one vacation to report this 
month. Mr. H. Huddleston is spending 
his time at home just relaxing and enjoy- 
ing himself. However, when he returns 
we'll get more details for next month. 
... “Grandpa” L. A. Stacy reports the 
arrival of David Ward Porter, who was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. David Porter on 
April 23 in Superior. The proud new 
mother is Mr. Stacy’s daughter Mar- 
garet, who was formerly employed at 
the main building. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Spring and approaching summer are 
evident in the “new look” both out and 
indoors, an outstanding feature being 
the new headsets with which everyone 
has now been equipped... . “Did you 
walk up?”—was being asked of the girls 
by Hattie, who incidentally had to walk 
up also, one day recently when the ele- 
vator was out of order. Now, Hattie, 
wouldn’t you know we would have to 
walk always were it not for you! 
Catherine Cooley and Marian Jelinek are 
radiating happiness with their new dia- 
monds. . . . Betty Russell is all smiles. 
Reason—her boy friend has returned 
from Germany. . . . Esther Borchers is 
back with us again after an extended 
leave to care for her father who was ill. 
... Dorothy Nelson is fond of gum, but 
seems lately to have shifted her choice 
to pepper gum... . A large number at- 
tended the wedding of Linda Bartels to 
Kenneth Kraus which took place at 
Trinity Lutheran Church on Sunday, 
April 18, end was followed by a recep- 
tion in the church parlors. We extend 
congratulations. Speaking of mis- 
haps, there was the unfortunate person 
who placed the carbon the wrong way 
on the trouble sheet at the desk, mak- 
ing trouble no end for those who came 
after! Did you say, “Who was it?” We 
really hate to tell. . . . New employees 
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Our thanks to Foreman Lyle Piper for sending us this snap shot of his construction 
crew at Hastings. Left to right, the hard working lads from the west end are: J. L. 
Selco, L. T. Piper, B. T. Hayes, R. Tierney, R. D. Clark, W. Hedstrom, K. F. Volkmer, 


H. Kempf and C. P. Franzen. 


are Mrs. Elizabeth Vestol, Jean Walker 
and Evelyn Janssen. We extend a wel- 
come. ... Vacationers include Mrs. La 
Verne Braun, Mrs. Alma Reddick, Mrs. 
Genevieve Straka who at last reports 
was busily painting the kitchen; Mrs. Ina 
Ozenbaugh—and who, sorry to say, had 
to do without her trusty Ford to carry 
her around on vacation jaunts, due to 
the fact it was in the garage for re- 
pairs because of an accident that Ina had 
one morning on her way to work. We 
are glad no one was hurt but the Ford, 
Ina; also Norma Bailey who journeyed 
to Seattle, Washington to visit a former 
telephone operator, Helen Wallman; 
Linda Bartels Kraus who was married at 
this time and Eleanor Davies... . Lillian 
Hubbard has been absent for some time 
because of illness. . . . We hope for an 
early recovery. ... A new toll class with 
Ruth Howard and Mary Johnson is being 
taught by Bernice Itzen, student instruc- 
tor, under the direction of Mrs. Georgia 
Smith. . . . The classification of rate 
desk operator has been given Anne 
Schneider, Patricia Morrow, Linda Kraus, 
Wilma Mergin and Mary Ormand... 

Blanche Logan is a good sleeper and the 
musical chimes of her door bell serves 
only to enhance her slumbers, which fact 
accounts for the predicament of her hus- 
band when he came home late from work 
and couldn’t gain entrance. Blanche had 
locked the door leaving her key in the 
lock When all efforts failed, the tired 
husband had to search the town at mid- 
night for a telephone to awaken his wife. 
. .. Lola and Ruth Hetherington visited 
at their home in Lawrence and Esther 
Borchers at home in Kenesaw.... Linda 
Bartels Kraus was the honoree at a num- 
ber of prenuptial parties, among them 
a shower given by the supervisors at 
Cotner Terrace. She received numerous 
beautiful gifts. ... Zella Seip, who likes 
being original, fell upstairs the other day 
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—on her knees. ... We are sorry to learn 
that Mrs. Hazel Neman is confined to a 
hospital. We hope she will soon be up 
and about. . .. Mable Volpp, Barbara 
Blockwitz and Arlene Zabel had _ us 
puzzled for a while. Their manners al- 
ways genial, seemed to be more so, and 
their ever ready handclasp more eager. 
Then we iearned the reason—they had 
gone political! . . . Donna Overton was 
married to Landon Gault, April 18 at 
College Station, Texas. Congratulations, 
Donna! 


General Traffic and Cafeteria 
By Betty Hansen 


Vacations are starting in our Depart- 
ment. Marie Reinert went to Lincoln, 
Kansas, to visit with her mother and 
family. On her way back, she stopped 
at Linn, Kansas, to visit with more of her 
relatives. She reports a very enjoyable 
time. ... Mrs. Stieber is a proud new 
grandmother, since Gregory Kent joined 
the Leonard Matthes family on April 20. 
Gregory’s mother, Lucille, is Mrs. Stie- 
ber’s daughter, and former cashier in the 
Cafeteria. . . . Mrs. Watson’s brother 
and wife, Mr. and Mrs. H. D. VerValen, 
of Seattle, visited with her for a few 
days. Her father, from Loup City, also 
paid her a visit... . Mrs. Clara Mitchell 
went to Glenvil, Nebraska, to attend 
the burial service of her nephew who 
was killed at Iwo Jima in 1945. 
Wilma Grupe was married April 4 to 
Gilbert Stolzenberg, of Beatrice. She 
has resigned her position and we wish 
her lots of luck. 


Southern District 


Ruth Haga, Associate Editor 
Beatrice 
Anna K. Menninga, Correspondent 
Spring is in full swing at last, and 
we are having a very good sign of it 
in our office. Guess what? “Weddings,” 


two of them in the near future. Bonnie 
Funkhouser and Morris Weir, Delores 
Keckley and Fay Cotton on May list. A 
happy future to you all. ... Joyce Eden, 
Margaret Elliott and Donna Wilcoxen 
are again among us, glad to have you 
back. We welcome two new girls who 
Have joined our ranks, Delores Paneitz 
and Blanche Nispel. . . . Marie Clancy 
Keefover is back again and it certainly 
seems good to see her cheery smile. 
. . . Vacations as yet have not started, 
hope to have more news next month. 
Friend 
Hotilda Eurich, Correspondent 

Our callers this month have been Miss 
Minnie Metcalf and Mrs. Combs of Lin- 
coln and Mrs. Eleanore Suesz (a former 
operator) of Los Angeles, California. 
. . . Marie Gifford submitted to major 
surgery last week and is getting along 
satisfactorily. We miss your cheerful- 
ness, Marie, and all of us wish you a 
speedy recovery. 


Dorchester 
We are sorry to report the illness of 
our Chief Operator, Mrs. Jones. During 
her absence Mrs. Simpson is helping us. 


Tecumseh 
Mary Estes, Correspondent 

We have two new girls in the traffic 
department, Miss Alice Johnson and 
Mrs. Lempka. Hope you like it here 
with us. . . . Golda Thompson was a bit 
confused the morning of April 8th and 
ran up the stairs to the old deserted 
office building to work before she real- 
ized what she was doing, and immedi- 
ately rushed back down the stairs and 
came over to the new building looking 
very sheepish indeed. . . . Mary Kalin 
spent the week end of April 17th with 
her parents at Steinauer. . We will 
certainly miss Betty Jean Neddenreip 
who has resigned and is now at home 
with her parents in Johnson. .. . Bill 
Eckles has purchased a new fishing rod 
and reel and is planning on doing a lot 
of fishing this summer. Wonder how 
many big ones will get away. . .. Miss 
Bornemeier spent April 22 in Murdock 
visiting her parents. Mariam Carter 
spent the 22nd in Louisville visiting 
friends and her parents. 


Wilber 
Lumit Vosika is our first vacationer 
and is spending the time at home. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Fairmont 


The Fairmont force had a birthday 
party for Elizabeth Little, the night op- 
erator, on April 18th. She was remem- 
bered with several pretty little gifts. Ice 
cream and birthday cake were served. 

. . The Fairmont office looks a little 
like spring with all the rooms freshly 
painted. The employees are very happy 
to have all the building newly decor- 


ated. . . . David Little, husband of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Little, is very sick in the 
Lincoln General Hospital. We hope that 
he has a very speedy recovery soon. 


Geneva 
Betty Schupbach, Correspondent 


Mr. C. J. Crew, Area Manager, at- 
tended the 48th annual convention of the 
Nebraska Telephone Association in 
Omaha on March 30th and 3lst.... 
Phyllis Most, Geneva Traffic Depart- 
ment, spent the weekend of April 17, 
18 and 19 in Denver, Colorado. ... 
Elmer Moorehead, of the plant depart- 
ment, enjoyed a week of his vacation 
from April 5th to the 12th. 


Hastings 
Carol Wintermute, Correspondent 


Vacation time is now in full swing. 
Betty Capron, who headed the list, has 
now returned from Chicago and is all 
ready advertising the fact that she would 
be more than happy to do some lucky 
girl a favor and trade her Saturday 
midnight trick for shall we say, seven 
o’clock? We’re wishing her luck in trad- 
ing and also saying we’re glad her vaca- 
tion was so enjoyable. . .. Deloris Sten- 
gle is on her vacation, and we hope she 
is enjoying every minute of it. 
Spring affects people in many different 
ways. Betty Willmes (better known as 
the “new look’’) has returned from her 
Kansas City vacation with shoes of every 
classical color and style. Lucky girl, she 
has bags to match each pair too! She 
states she had a wonderful time swim- 
ming (inside of course ) and seeing the 
town. We’re not trying to snatch the Bur- 
lington traffic agent’s job, but the rumors 
started are that men reaily outnumber 
the fairer sex in Kansas City. ... While 


We print this picture for only one reason 
—-to get you in the mood for vacation time. 
A friend of Irene Combs and Melba 
Richards sent us this snap shot of them as 
they vacationed last year in Mexico... 


we think, 
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we are on the subject of shopping, Mor- 
eane Alidritt bought a new watch the 
other day. She decided upon a yellow 
gold shockproof one. Now she won’t have 
to worry about those unexpected jars we 
sometimes receive!. ... Our softball team 
held its first practice session Thursday 
the 15th. Many attended and had a hi- 
lariously good time. After a few more 
such sessions we hope to dispense with all 
stiffness and aching muscles and bat our- 
selves to a foremost position among soft- 
ball teams in the surrounding vicinity. 
... We wish to welcome Lyla Klein, our 
newest addition to the force. We hope 
you like your work, Lyla ... Lois Opsal 
entertained a number of girls at a mis- 
cellaneous shower April 14th in honor of 
her sister, Virginia Harper. Games occu- 
pied the early part of the evening, after 
which a delicious lunch was served... - 
Joan McDonald left Saturday, April 24th 
to become the bride of Dean Quain- 
tance on the following Saturday. May Ist 
will find them in Omaha. We are sorry 
to see her leave and wish them both 
all the happiness in the world... . We 
wish to extend our deepest sympathies 
to Margaret Gerloff in the loss of her 
mother and father and three year old 
nephew who died because of burns re- 
sulting when their home was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire. .. . Miss Pear- 
son, Mr. Walker, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Young, 
and Mr. Spady all attended the 48th 
annual convention of the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Association in Omaha on March 
30th and 31st. 


Hebron 
Evelyn Dankenbring, Correspondent 


We wish to welcome Arlene Thoman 
into the Traffic Department. We hope 
you enjoy your new work, Arlene... - 
Mrs. Barbara Rakestraw resigned from 
the Traffic Department April 30th. She 
will make her home in Fairbury, where 
her husband is employed. 


Osceola 
Mrs. Betty I. Beebe, Correspondent 

We are glad to see Hazel Johnson and 
Marguerite Ienn, Osceola Traffic Depart- 
ment, back with us after being ill... . 
We wish to welcome Mildred Wieser, a 
new student in the Traffic Department. 
We hope you enjoy your work with us, 
Mildred. 

Polk 

Corinne Carlson, Traffic Department, 
spent April 12th in Lincoln at the Yearly 
Convention. Clara Anderson spent 
five days in Rockford, Illinois beginning 
March 24th. 

Superior 
Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 

LuEtta Hobelman is the new part- 
time clerk in our commercial depart- 
ment. Welcome LuEtta. Dorothy 
June Diehl and Della Kvasnicka are to 
report for work April 21st in the Traffic 
Department. Seventeen Brownie 
Scouts from the South School, and their 
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two leaders, visited our exchange last 
week. . . . Miss Clarinda Lake received 
her twenty-five year service pin. 
Patricia Gourley, our assistant Chief Op- 
erator, underwent an appendectomy 
March 29th. Bertha Andersen has been 
acting as Assistant Chief Operator dur- 
ing her absence. Pat plans to return to 
work April 26th... . Nyla Edgar has 
completed her toll training. 


Sutton 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 
Jack Mankamyer, has been selected to 
represent Sutton and Argonne Post No. 
61, American Legion, at the annual ses- 
sions of Boys State to be held in Lincoln 
June 5th to 12th. 


York 


Norma Schneider, Correspondent 


‘“Hopalong” Bowen and “Dead-Eye’’ 
Meradith thought they were ready and 
rough and tough hombres. Especially 
“Dead-Eye” Meradith, until they met 
their match, which was nothing more than 
a broken down ol’ horse. At least I hear 
the horse was broken down after the two 
hombres had ridden him all over crea- 
tion. Sorry girls but the telephone com- 
pany does not furnish cushions on their 
hairs. . . . Evidently Helen Garner 
finally decided that she did not need her 
horn in her headset in order to be heard, 


» 


cause she worked for several minutes one 
day last week without it. When asked 
if she did this because it got in her way 
or that she had just forgotten it, Helen 
replied, “Oh, no! For months I have 
been wondering if my subscribers would 
be able to hear me without it and I 
just had to find out this very day. They 
. Edna Mae Marquardt 
is home enjoying her vacation... . Ardith 


could too!” . 


Peters is debating as to whether or not 
she should pass out cigars. She has a 
new niece and she says she is as excited 
as the father. . . . Mrs. Garlock also 
has a big problem. She has decided that 
she is exceptionally good at finding apart- 
ments for people. Well her problem is, 
should she take it upon herself to find 
apartments for H. P.’s (Homeless Per- 
sons) or give her undivided attention 
to the telephone company. ... Helen 
Heine and Berniece Heiden were seen 
going to Lincoln several weeks ago. 
Helen decided not to buy a single thing 
and Berniece decided to purchase only a 
tew odds and ends. Six hours later they 
were being loaded into a chartered bus at 
Lincoln, “Little Odds and Ends,” Helen 
and Berniece!...L. W. Cleveland, Mrs. 
Pflughaupt, and George Mehuron at- 
tended the Nebraska Telephone Conven- 
tion in Omaha on March 30th and 3lst. 


Hastings Keglers Thump Lincoln 


The Hastings first stringers (seated) trimmed the Lincoln “A” team three straight. 
Standing, left to right, Howard Spahnle, John Backstrom, Carl Ahl, Ernie Royce and 
Bill Quinn; seated, Junior Butzerus, Floyd Crewdson, Ralph Wait, Gene Burchess and 


Jim Dudgeon. 


The boys from the West End City 
put on their war bonnets on April 18 
in a renewal of the Hastings-Lincoln 
bowling feud and in six hotly con- 
tested games staged at the Bowl-Mor 
alleys in Lincoln, proceeded to show 
the Lincoln lads just how the game 
should be played. The final tally 
posted Hastings as the undisputed 
champ with four games out of the 
six in the winning column, Lincoln 
strategists divided their ten men into 
the “A” team (alleged hot shots) and 
the “Schmoes,” (the boys who try 
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hard but—). The “Schmoes” were not 
exactly unhappy when it was learned 
that the “A” boys went down to igno- 
minious defeat with three games lost 
while the “Schmoes” came through 
with two wins. Floyd Credwson of 
Hastings rolled the high series of 
493 and C. C. Donley (one of the 
Schmoe boys) had the high game 
with 198. The activities of the day 
were concluded with a steak dinner 
with the Lincoln aggregation as host. 
Johnnie Backstrom did a fine job as 
general chairman in charge of ar- 
rangements. 


Left to right seatcd, C. C. Donley, Rex Winders, Chet Harp and Roy Mills; standing, 
Ot Gorman, C»r7rcil Fuller, George Burt, Lee Schleniz, Buck Isaman and Billy Hassler. 
Mrs. Fuller and Norma Burt, Hastings rooters, are in the background. 
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K WELL, LADY, ITSEEMS YOUVE) ¢ JUST A MINUTE - IT 
GOT EVERYTHING IN THAT @{ MAY BE UNDER 
BAG EXCEPT MONEY “THIS BOOK ! 
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Lincoln Telephone News 
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MUCH HAS BEEN SAID OF BOB ROSS UNUSUAL 
SENSE OF HUMOR. BUT THIS SPISODS. HITS A 
NeW HIGH -- ON THE FARM ONE SUNDAY, BOB 


SAW AN AIRPLANE CIRCLING OVERHEAD ON # | ah 
COYOTE HUNT; SO HE GOT DOWN ON ALL MARGUERITE LOCKHART WENT To fi, UW Of. 
FOURS AND SARIED VAPPING A tian cone ON A Lee Sac We Me cg : 
UNTERS © H ee gee ~ | 
IF THEY WASTED THEIR BULLETS ON HIM | ER MONEY ALONG. ; NGINEERING DEPT x | 


NY HAD JUST FINISHED MAKING SOME BIG CEMENT SPLASH | 
YA BLOCKS WHEN HE WAS DRIVEN To SHELTER BY A FLASH | 
Yj FLOOD. , .HALF HOUR LATER HARLAN WENT OUT TO 

) SURVE+ HIS HANDIWORK AND FOUND THE LAWN FILLED | 
A WITH HARDENING CEMENT RIVULETS RUNNING IN ALL | 
DIRECTIONS FROM UNDERNEATH THE DOWN:SPOUTS, 


WHILE THINKING HE WAS A COYOTE . Yl: 
nc 
5 ~ ox ) ; 


LADY, | AINT CALLIN’ 


— I'm CALLING HL 
TEST BOARD ! 


, THE BUT OFFICER, 1 WAS \) OH YEAH, WELL MY 
Zo am TEST ONLY GOING FORTY! \\ SPEEDOMETER SAID 
A i Py SEVEN 


CORTES a ep, 
MARY TICE, LINCOLN CAFETERIA ALSO SUNDAKED 
ON THE FARM~ AND SPENT LARGE PART OF THO 
AFTERNOON IN CHPTIVITY WHEN HER YOUNG SON 


LOCKED HER IN AND WAS UNABLE o 
RELEASE HER, 


FOLKS WHO BELIEVE THAT “poc™ | 
IN H HURRY WILL BE SURPRISED TO KNOW THAT | 
HE AND CLARENCE S5CHLEUFFER , HASTINGS, HAD A | 
LONG AND PAINFUL CONFERENCE WITH THE LAW 

OUT NEAR SUPERIOR THE OTHER. DAY, 


SOMEBODY DO SOMETHING - 
mV CALL THE FIRE DEPARTMENT / 
wu CAN'T CATCH A TRAIN IN 
MY BARE FOOT / 


FIVE TIMES, ART KING CALLED THé TOLL TEST BOARD 
FROM OUTON A LINE~ AND FIVE Times A LADY'S 
VOICE ANSWERED AND ART HUNG UP BEFORE 
DOROTHY LEFLER COULD EXPLAIN THAT SHE WAS 
UST FINSWERING THe TELEPHONE BECAUSE ALL 
HE TESTMEN WERE BUSY AT THE MOMENT, 


pit ! DON'T SIGN) | 


THAT CHECK ! . 
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—— ae | g OF A CHAIR « WHEN FIRST EFFORTS To FREE HER | pay "a 2 ies 

— == GEORGE BARNEY (DRIVER) PAUL SCHMELTZER,  FAILSD, ANNA GoT ? TED: AND. 10 SAVE THE fe<s8 : WoT ree aR See 
BILL SCHUMAN, BUILDING SERVICE, LEFT HIS SPECS) AND“NOODLES" HANSEN WSRE LOOKING FOR  W) FURNITURE IMP KRIECSMAGIER PLS) OF Ee ny ie SEF alles stoi. 
AT HOME LAST PAYDAY HND INSTEAD OF PICKING | A SPUR, LINE DOWN SOUTH OF PAWNEE CITY, | OFFENDING , | , otis 


STOCKING AND WAS THUS ABLE “1 aia 
UP HIS OWN CHECK HEGOT HATTIE STALEYS .. | GEORGE DROVE SOUTH MILE AFTER MILE | | WORK ON IT IN SAFETY. ’ ‘ bey 


LATER, WHEN HATTIE WAS TURNING THe Place | UNDERHE DIRECTION OF MmR.SCHMELTZER- 
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another group at Sutton and came breezing into Lincoln thirty-three 
strong. Needless to say, they received an enthusiastic welcome. 
They are pictured above aft the start of the trip at Hastings. 


Record Attendance 


at the 


HE Cornhusker Hotel ballroom 

at Lincoln was the scene of one 
of the liveliest and most enjoyable 
reunions in the annals of the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter of the Inde- 
pendent Telephone Pioneer. Associa- 
tion. The ballroom was filled to 
near capacity, the attendance being 


augmented by the presence of guests. 


who were invited to attend the func- 
tion this year for the first time. 


The committee in charge of ar- 
rangements was especially pleased by 
the fine turn-out from the territory 
of our Company as well as from rep- 
resentatives of other companies in 
the state. The folks from Hastings 
and Sutton went all out this year to 
be on hand for the occasion. Thirty- 
three members and guests chartered 
1 bus at Hastings and really made 
the trip in style. Chief promoters 
of the excursion, we understand, 
were Ralph Wait, Ardena Pearson 
and Minnie Schlitt who deserve 
much credit for the success of the 
event. 

Following the banquet, President 
George E. Walroth presented an ad- 
dress in which he reviewed the activ- 


‘ties of the Chapter during the past 


year and paid tribute to work of the 
officers, the executive board and 
chairmen and members of the various 
committees in the able administra- 
tion of their respective duties. 

“For the benefit of our guests,” 
he said, “I wish to state that the 
purpose of our organization is ‘to 
preserve the history, traditions and 


Additional Pictures 
On 
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ideals of telephony; to promote and 
perpetuate fellowship and friendli- 
ness; to encourage the development 
of the art and industry, and for all 
worthy and related subjects.” 

“We are proud of the fact,” he 
continued, “That we are members of 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter of the 
Independent Telephone Pioneer As- 
sociation. We believe we have the 
best organized, the most active and 
progressive chapter in the associa- 
tion.” Mr. Walroth spoke in tribute 
to nine members of the Chapter who 
had passed away since the date of 


the last reunion. These were Joseph 
C. Miller, WW. H. Mulhallen, Ralph 
A. Baker, Merrill N. Green, Harry 
G. Schilling, Frank E. Bagley, Judge 
Lester B. Stiner, C. L. Kelly and 
George Cruickshank. He concluded 
his remarks with an address on the 
subject of “Fellowship.” 

Following the banquet, R. D. An- 
drews presided at the drawing of 
door prizes. Frances Virgil was the 
lucky winner of the first prize, a 
table radio, with Billy Hassler and 
Victor Musselman drawing the 
honors in walking off with electric 
clocks as their prizes. 

The highlight of the evening was 
the presentation of an old fashioned 
minstrel show by 32 employees of 
Our Company and Mr. Richard 
“Dick” Welch of the Automatic 
Electric Company. Bill Quinn per- 
formed like a professional as the 
interlocutor and equally fine per: 
formances were turned in by the 
two end men, Waldo McDowell as 
“Mr. Bones,” and Alex Geist as 
“Tambo.” Several numbers were 
presented by the chorus of 25 voices 
under the direction of Leonard Paul- 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Open House 


t 


Plattsmouth 


IVE hundred twenty-nine rest- 

dents of Plattsmouth and surround- 
ing territory were conducted through 
the new telephone building at Platts- 
mouth on May 20 and 21 in the first 
public open house which the Com- 
pany has held since before the war. 
It was the first opportunity for most 
of these to see the new dial switch- 
ing equipment and the new long 
distance switchboard in operation 
and the guides in charge of the con- 
ducted tours presented their explana- 
tions to highly interested audiences. 
Adding much to the interest was a 
portable display unit demonstrating 
the operation of dial switching equip- 
ment which was effectively exhib- 
ited by Ed Piper. 


Area Manager Adrian Newens 
was in charge of the activity and 
in company with District Manager 
John McKinzie, greeted the guests 
as they arrived and presented brief 
introductory explanations. Guides 
who officiated in the various de- 
partments during the conducted 
tours were Georgia Tartsch and 
Thelma Tritsch in the Commercial 
office, Chief Operator Hilda Johanns 
in the Traffic Department, and Wire 
Chief Joe Abrams and Bob Humiston 
in the Plant Department. Rose 
Janda presented each guest at the 
conclusion of the tour with favors 
and advertising booklets. Represent- 
ing the Lincoln offices were Joe 
Hartley and A. B. Gorman of the 
General Commercial Office. 


Lower left. Guests were much interested in the operations of 
the traffic department as explained by Hilda Johanns, chief 
operator. Lower right. Ed Piper made good use of the portable 
display of dial switching equipment in operation. The dial 
switching equipment, because of its novelty, was the point of 


greatest interest in the tours. 


Upper left. The Plattsmouth business 
office decked out in floral decorations for 
the special occasion. Left to right, Adrian 
Newens, area manager; Thelma Tritsch, 
clerk; and Georgia Tartsch, cashier. 

Upper right. Bob Humiston details the 
functions of the main frame to a group 
of visitors. 
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Early visitors view the battery supply 


= equipment with Wire Chief Joe Abrams 
eee, as narrator. 
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Iva Mae Ost, the scorekeep has good reason because the Dic One of the leading contenders for the cellar position, 


ody’s score. She probably 
ee aera walked off wl ) 
Left to right, Gladys Holscher, Shirley 
Miller and Phyllis Lickel. 
is not pictured. 


th top honors in the lady’s league. lea 


Another team member, Frances Kooniz, 


Champs Emerge 
As Bowling Season Winds Up 


N MAY 19, the curtain rolled 

down on the season for the two 
telephone employees bowling leagues 
which have been taking over the 
Bowlmor alleys every Wednesday 
evening since last September. From 
the number of participants involved 
and the interest engendered, this 
activity stands alone at the head of 
the field of employee sponsored 
recreation. The men rolled in a 
twelve team league while four teams 
of women bowlers filled the balance 
of the sixteen alleys. Christmas and 
New Year’s Eves fell on Wednes- 
day, as did one of the days of the tele- 
phone convention, and the resultant 
postponements caused the season to 


extend three weeks beyond its nor- 
mal span; so it was that when the 
grand finals at last arrived most of 
the athletes were ready to dust off 
their thumbs and be content. More 
than 130 employees rolled more or 
less regularly during the course of 
the season. 

Competition was exceptionally 
keen in both leagues. The Disburse- 
ment and Revenue teams won their 
respective halves of the split season 
in the Women’s League while in the 
Men's League the Outside Service 
team staged a great come-back to 
again emerge as high team, after de- 
feating the General Commercials in 
a roll-off on the last night of play. 


: k Hansen, who averaged a droopy 96, expostulates with 
mors in the lady's league. le gue leading Howard Spahnle, 176 average, on the matter 

Proper form and technique. Spahnle admits that it’s too 
complicated for him. 


Howard Spahnle and Virginia 
Anderson, perennial champions, 
again led their leagues in the average 
lists. Howard’s 176 was three points 
better than Bedric Wanek’s mark of 
173. High game of 241 was shared 
by Mr. Spahnle and Ken Lawson, 
with the latter claiming the high 

(Continued on Page 14) 


Virginia Anderson of the Lincoln busi- 
ness office walked away with high honors 
in the girls’ division with a snappy 141 
average. 


The perennial champs, the Outside Serv- 
ice team, came out on top of the league 
again this year after an uphill fight. 
Pictured complete with rooting section 
they are, left to right, Les Livingston, 
Alex Geist, B. D. Pattison, John Fisher 
with his cute little son, Johnny LeRoy, 
Rex Winders and Russ White. The “won't 
say die’ rooters are Mrs. Fisher, Mrs. 
Winders, Mrs. Geist and Mrs. Bedric 
Wanek. 


When an explosion completely demolished the new 
dial office building at Flat Rock, Michigan, recently, all 
the town’s nearly 1000 dial telephones were knocked out 
of service. The explosion, which was attributed to gas 
seeping into the unattended building from an outside 
source, shattered the Winter quiet of the community in 
the early afternoon: All four walls were blown out and 
the roof blasted skyward; sections of it damaged a nearby 
dwelling. Some windows as far as two blocks away 
were broken and several persons were injured by flying 
glass. 

Yet, when the dust had rolled away, a miracle was 
revealed. In the middle of what had been a room, the 
dial switching equipment stood upright and apparently 
undamaged. It was one of those things which just 
couldn’t happen, but it did! 

The Wisconsin Telephone News carried a story and 
pictures of the strange happening in a recent issue, and 
have kindly consented to its use in this magazine. Quot- 
ing in part from the article: 

“Scarcely had the reverberations died away when 
word of the explosion was flashed from Michigan Bell’s 
Toll office, two blocks away, to the telephone company’s 
plant, engineering and commercial people and Western 
Electric forces in Detroit and nearby towns. Immediately 
they swung into action. Prepared for the worst, they had 
arranged for emergency service in Flat Rock and rounded 
up enough equipment to set up an entirely new telephone 
system in the town. 

But the worst hadn’t happened. 

“The dial equipment, including small switches with 
thousands of tiny, precision built parts, had withstood the 
blast with little damage. Close examination revealed most 
of it could be put into working order soon. Two badly 


damaged selector switches and some charred insulated 
cords were replaced. The telephone men went to work 
with brushes and compressed air machines to clean the 
switches. In less than four hours local service was re- 
stored to all 34 public telephones in Flat Rock and 
emergency service was provided to a dozen stations for 
the police, firemen, doctors, the hospital and other persons 
and establishments providing vital services. By 12:30 
A. M. service had been restored to all but 21 of the nearly 
1000 telephones, and by 4 A. M. all were in working order. 


“Meanwhile construction men cleared away debris and 
erected a temporary framework for the protection of equip- 
ment and workers. An outside hot water heater forced 
hot air into the structure—and none too early. A freezing 
rain soon began to fall. 


“As soon as practicable after normal service was re- 
stored, Michigan Bell began construction of a new per- 
manent building inside the temporary structure. The 
ruined building had been in use only two months and 
two days when the explosion occurred.” 


Max Walker Succeeds Clayton Liebhart 
As Wllistrict Plant Manager At Lincoln 


Max C. Walker 


| AX WALKER’S appointment as 

district plant manager of the 
Central District at Lincoln effective 
June 1 has been announced by F. E. 
Behm, general plant superintendent. 
Mr. Walker succeeds Clayton H. 
Liebhart who will retire on August 
1 after more than forty-four years of 
service in the telephone business. 
Mr. Liebhart will continue on the 
general plant superintendent’s staff 
until his retirement in order to assist 
in familiarizing Mr. Walker with his 
new duties and responsibilities. 

Mr. Walker needs no introduction 
to L. T. and T. circles in Lincoln, 
having begun his telephone career 
here as a switchman in September, 
1926. Most of his telephone exper- 
ience, however, has been obtained 
from his work in Hastings where he 
has been located since 1929 when he 
was transferred there as a switch- 
boardman. He was advanced to wire 
chief in 1939 and held that position 
until his present appointment. 

In addition to his fine background 
of nearly twenty-two years of prac’ 
tical experience in plant work, Mr. 
Walker has the enviable faculty of 
making friends easily and has dem- 
onstrated a splendid administrative 
ability and much initiative. He gets 
along well with the folks who work 
with him because he knows his busi- 
ness and exercises good judgment— 
qualifications which are quickly rec- 
ognized and respected. He takes an 


Clayton H. Liebhart 


active interest in employee activities 
also, among other things being a 
bowler of no mean ability and tak- 
ing a whirl on the golf links occa- 
sionally during employee tourna- 
ments. For a number of years he 
has been a director of the Telephone 
Employees Mutual Benefit Associa- 
tion and is a member of the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter of the Independ- 
ent Telephone Pioneer Association. 
At Hastings he is a member of Hast- 
ings Lodge 159, B.P.O. Elks, the 
Knights of Pythias and Lions Club 
and is a past president of the Hast- 
ings Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Liebhart holds the unique dis- 
tinction of having been stationed at 
Lincoln throughout the entire course 
of his long and useful record as a 
practical telephone man, during the 
last fourteen years of which he has 
held the position of district plant 
manager of the Central District. 
After a brief term of employment 
with Western Union, he went to 
work as an installer’s helper for the 
Nebraska (Bell) Telephone Com- 
pany in June, 1904. He recalls that 
at about that time Sam Hensley was 
wire chief and William “Bill” Cun- 
ningham was city foreman, names 
which are familiar to many of the 
“old timers” in the Company. He 
remembers many an excursion look- 
ing for line trouble in a one horse 
rig during which he was frequently 
accompanied by Mr. Cunningham. 
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After holding various positions 
with the Bell company, including 
those of installer, lineman and 
switchboardman, Mr. Liebhart joined 
our Company as an installer at the 
time of the consolidation of the two 
telephone companies in 1912. He 
was made an inspector in 1916 and 
was promoted to the position of wire 
chief in 1918 which position he held 
until he became district plant man- 
ager in 1934. 

“Lieb,” as he is known to his many 
friends in the organization, has no 
plans which will take him out of 
Lincoln, at least at the present time. 
He tells us that he has many things 
around home which he has been 
planning to do for a long time and 
he believes that the time has at last 
arrived when he will be able to get 
at them. Following its usual custom, 
the Company will present him with 
a life membership in the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independent 
Telephone Pioneer Association, of 
which he is a charter member, at 
the time of his retirement. 


Company Sponsors Army 
Signal Corps Unit 


NNOUNCEMENT was _ made 

last month by John H. Agee, vice 
president and general manager, of 
the Company sponsorship of an 
Army Signal Corps Unit under the 
Affiliated Reserve plan. These units 
will have practically the same status 
as any Reserve Unit but are under 
the sponsorship of the Company 
and are particularly desired by the 
Chief Signal Officer. 


The units may be composed of 
both enlisted and officer personnel. 
Assignment to these units is not re- 
stricted to employees of the Com- 
pany, though Company employees 
will command each unit. Present 
Army regulations provide that per- 
sons with no previous military ex- 
perience may enlist in Reserve Com- 
ponents. 

Any employee or sons of em- 
ployees who are interested in ob- 
taining more information regarding 
this matter may write or call on 
Waldo McDowell or F. W. Morris in 


the Lincoln business office. 


Anderson Household 


Under New Management 


fl flame of justice is burning 
- brightly in the household of 
Russell and Cecile Anderson these 
days, and it’s high time too. For 
years Russ has 
had things pret- 
ty much his own 
way around 
home, during the 
day at least. He 
was the lord and 
master of all he 
surveyed and his 
slightest wish 
was quickly ful- 
filled. Of course Cecile H. _Beeraat 
we wouldn't go so far as to say that 
matters were not handled in an 
orderly and efficient manner or that 
Russ wasn’t a good manager but 
we'll readily admit that we don’t run 
things at our house and it has been 
a pet peeve of ours for a long time 
that he could get away with it at his 
house when we couldn't at ours. 
We're against dictatorship in any 
form. It just isn’t democratic. 


All of that is changed now, how- 
ever, and Russ has been relegated 
to the level of the rest of us poor, 
long-suffering husbands as second in 
command. It all came about, of 
course, when that wonderful wife of 
his decided to retire after thirty years 
of working for the L. T. and T. Com- 
pany and enjoy more fully the home 
life that has meant so much to her 
and Russ. Things naturally don’t 
seem the same here since she left and 
they probably won't for a long time. 
Everyone in the Commercial De- 
partment has come to depend upon 
Mrs. Anderson for so many things 
for such a long time that the adjust- 
ment won't be easy. “Andy” always 
knew the answer and it always 
seemed that no matter how busy she 
was. nothing was ever too much 


trouble. 

The occasion of her leaving called 
for something extra special and after 
much conspiring and mysterious go- 
ings on (in which, of course, Russ 
was a ring leader) they decided upon 
a surprise party. Everyone in the 
Business Office, with the exception 
of two who were ill, converged on 


the Anderson domicile on the eve- 
ning of May 28 while “Andy” was 
getting ready for what she thought 
Was an evening out and it was a party 
that we're sure she will long remem- 
ber. After a wonderful chicken din- 
ner, Mr. K. B. Cary, district com- 
mercial manager, took the spot light 
and presented Mrs. Anderson with 
two lovely gifts from her Business 
Office friends and expressed his deep 
appreciation as well as that of the 
Company for her many years of loyal 
and efficient service. The evening 
was concluded with a variety of 
games. 


Mrs. Anderson has been in the 
telephone business since April, 1918, 
when she took a job with the North- 
western Bell in their Des Moines Ac- 
counting Department. She joined 
our Company in December, 1919, as 
a clerk in the Business Office and 
the next year was named as cashier. 
Since 1933 she has been in charge 
of the issuing of orders in Lincoln 
and has handled the collection of 
Government accounts, holding the 
title of senior supervisor. 

We're going to miss you, Andy, 
especially around directory closing 
time, so don’t forget to drop around 
occasionally. She and Russ, of 
course, will continue to make their 
home at 6304 Lexington and we’re 
sure they would appreciate some 
visits from their friends. 


One Extension or Two? 


The young sergeant was passing 
out apricots in small dishes to the 
chow line. He decided to experiment. 
He asked the next few men as they 
came by, “You don’t want any apri- 
cots, do you?” And 90% of them 
said no. 


To the question, “You want apri- 
cots, don’t you?” approximately 50% 
answered, “Yes, [ll take some.” 

The sergeant then started asking, 
“One dish of apricots or two?” And 
despite the fact that many soldiers 
don’t like Army apricots, 40% took 
two dishes, and 50% took one. 

Might be a good technique for 
selling extension telephones—that is, 
of course, when the time comes that 
we start pushing them again. 
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Wet Switchboard Causes 


Trouble at Auburn 

HE quick thinking of Myron 

Birdsley, combinationman at Au- 
burn, averted a serious condition in 
the Auburn operating department 
last month. 
When the. air 
conditioner was 
turned on, a 
water pipe run- 
ning above the 
rafters over the 
switchboard 
sprung a_ leak 
and for a few 
minutes before 
the water could 
be turned off the board took a 
drenching. The incident happened 
during the lunch period and while 
Area Manager Sterling Nelson was 
on his way to the scene, Mr. Birds- 
ley grabbed an Electrolux vacuum 
cleaner and began sucking the water 
out of the jacks on the board, thus 
averting damage which could easily 
have been much more serious. As it 
was about 200 subscribers were out 
of service for nearly 45 minutes 
while Nelson and Birdsley were 
mopping up the water and drying 
out the two and one-half positions 
on the board that were soaked. With 
the assistance of George Damon, 
George Eggleston and Jack Little, 
who came in later, they worked until 
well into the evening making per- 
manent repairs. 


Myron Birdsley 


The water pipe has now been re- 
routed to prevent a recurrence of the 
situation and everything is again 
serene at Auburn. The amazing part 
of the incident is that not a single 
customer called in to complain about 
the service interruption. 


EDRIC WANEK, Lincoln service 

department, attended the Amer- 
ican Bowling Congress at Detroit last 
month as a member of the Gold Cup 
team. Rolling in the singles, doubles 
and team events he posted, in that 
order, scores of 552, 618 and 521 
for a healthy total which will un- 
doubtedly qualify him as a prize 
winner at the conclusion of the an- 
nual bowling event. 


Dial Service For Bruning 


|B aaa in Thayer County, be- 
came the Company’s fifty-first 
dial operated exchange on May 20 
when the new 100-line Automatic 
Electric switchboard unit was cut 
into service. The new quarters are 
centrally located in an annex to the 
post office building. 

The telephone was brought to the 
community with the organization 
of the Bruning Home Telephone 
Company by Herman Bruning in 
January, 1905. Until this time the 
neighborhood was almost devoid of 
telephones, there being only 92 in 
the entire county in 1900, an aver- 
age of six telephones per 1,000 popu- 
lation. The growth of the Bruning 
Company and several other inde- 
pendent concerns in the county, 


The accompanying scenes of the Brun- 
ing conversion were among those taken 
by Elmer Moorehead of Geneva. Above, 
D. C. Wilson, district wire chief; Clar- 
ence Schleufer and Ralph Wait, districi 
clerk at Hastings. Below, H. G. Taedter, 
Ernie Wellman, Fred McCormick, Don 
McKean, Chuck Salisbury and Reno Weis, 
who installed the new dial telephones. 


Peg, 


boosted this figure to an average of 
83 telephones per 1,000 population 
in 1908. The Bruning exchange, with 
its 278 stations in service, was pur- 
chased by the Lincoln Company in 
May, 1920, and has since been oper- 
ated as a unit of this organization. 

The dial unit was installed by Dis- 
trict Installation Supervisor George 
Keith and his crew of Robert Wohl- 
berg, Ernest M. Barney, Herb Jen- 
kins and Dick Bauer. The drop 
runs and instrument installations 
were made by Western District 
forces under District Wire Chief 
“Doc” Wilson’s watchful eye. Help- 
ing in this phase of the conversion 
were Clarence Schleufer, E. H. Well- 
man, Reno Weis, Ralph Wait, Fredie 
McCormick, Don McKean and 
H. G. Taedter. 

Three construction crews under 
Lyle Piper, Otto F. Buck and G. A. 
Foster worked at rebuilding the out- 
side plant, ably followed up by 
splicer Roy Mills and his helpers. 
Equipment shortages and _ several 
other causes have combined to delay 
the cutover several months beyond 
the date originally scheduled. 

Mrs. M. Maude Anderson, who 
has had charge of the exchange as 
contract chief operator has been 
transferred to the Hebron traffic 
department. 


Pioneer Banquet 
(Continued From Page Two.) 


son, instructor of music at Nebraska 
Wesleyan University. Mrs. Pearl 
O’Hehir was the piano accompanist, 
Kent Eno the stage lights technician 
and J. S. Jackson operated the spot 
light. 

The variety program consisted of 
a tenor solo by “Bud” Eden, a nov- 
elty dance by Ima Jeanne Wear and 
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Elaine Scovell, “Impressions of the 
Gay Nineties” by Tom Longdon, a 
duet by Marie Jackson and “Dick” 
Welch, accordion selections by Gene 
Schrank, a baritone solo, accom- 
panied by the chorus, by “Dick” 
Welch, tap dancing by Evelyn Ham- 
ilton accompanied on the piano by 
Charlene Moore, and barbershop 
harmonizing by the “Pionaires,” a 
quartet composed of Roy Mills, 
Chauncey Eggerss, George Walroth 
and A. B. Gorman. Claude Helm, 
who was originally slated to accom- 
pany Mrs. Hamilton, was unable to 
be present because of illness. 


Mr. Walroth has asked us to ex- 
press the appreciation of the Chap- 
ter for the time and effort devoted 
by ‘the committee members and the 
cast in preparation for the banquet 
and program. Arrangements for the 
minstrel show were initiated in 
January and, beginning in February, 
the cast spent one or two evenings 
each week in rehearsal. Much credit 
is due also to our personnel director, 
Guy O. Seaton and to the music di- 
rector, Leonard Paulson, for their 
assistance in the organization of the 
program. We also wish to give a 
big vote of thanks to the piano ac- 
companist, Mrs. Pearl O’Hehir, for 
the many hours that she devoted not 
only in chorus rehearsals, but also 
to her time and personal interest in 
rehearsing with the individual acts. 
Although it was no small undertak- 
ing, everyone who participated 
agreed that the show was a lot of 
fun and well worth the effort. 


The committee was composed of 
the following: Joe Hartley, public- 
ity; Howard Spahnle, food and ac- 
commodations; Melba Richards, re- 
ception; Dorothy Lefler, ticket sales; 
Chauncey Eggerss, entertainment; 
Waldo McDowell, properties and 
costumes; and R. D. Andrews, door 
prizes. A. B. Gorman acted as toast- 
master at the banquet and was gen- 
eral chairman of the committee. 

The banquet and reunion cul- 
minated an active year of social 
events for the Chapter during which 
eight parties were held, three of 
which were in Lincoln and five were 
at various territorial points. Total 
attendance at the parties was about 
525; 
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Nice Letter From Hastings 


Chamber of Commerce 

UR founder, Mr. Frank H. 

Woods, last month received a 
very nice letter from Mr. Dwight 
Havens, manager of the Hastings 
Chamber of Commerce, compliment- 
ing the Company on its excellent 
service to Hastings and extending 
congratulations to Mr. Woods and 
to the Company upon the occasion of 
our 45th anniversary. 

Mr. Havens wrote, “The Hastings 
Chamber of Commerce wishes to 
join with the Company, its em- 
ployees, and your many friends in 
paying tribute to you as the founder 
of the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company. That the Company 
has been so tremendously successful 
must indeed be a source of great 
pride that you could play so import- 
ant a part in bringing a public serv- 
ice company into being, and play so 
great a part in making it success- 
ful in its service to the people. 

“We would like to add that we are 
most appreciative of the important 
position which the Lincoln Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company 
occupies in our Own community. We 
are grateful not only for the excel- 
lent service which they render, but 
for the entire cooperation which we 
vet from the officers and employees. 
We are proud that Hastings is served 
by the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company. 
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“We extend congratulations to 
you on your 45th service anniversary 


c 


and wish for you continued success 
and successful affiliation with the 
Company which you founded.” 

Mr. Woods, of course, returned 
a most appropriate reply in which he 
expressed the sincere appreciation of 
the Company, its emloyees and him- 
self for this thoughtful and compli- 
mentary expression. His letter said 
in part, “When you tell us in effect 
that Hastings 1s glad to be served 
by our Company, that you appreciate 
our service and that you like our 
people and find them cooperative 
components of your community, you 


_give us the real human inspiration 


to continue to do our best to merit 
that appraisal. Such letters go far 
toward the encouragement and in- 
spiration which any company needs 
to do its best and which any com- 


munity needs to get the best from. 


its services. 

“The personal phase of your mes- 
sage is not unnoticed. I am proud 
of the Telephone Company, not for 
what I have done for it, but for 
what it may have done, and by the 
word itself, a company is a group 
you know. Over the years our task 
would have been easier and much 
more encouraged had we always had 
and from all places the fine spirit 
of cooperation which you have so 
generously messaged to us from 
Hastings.”” 


Benefit Claims Paid 

d Dies following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mu- 

tual Benefit Association during the 

month of May. 

Primary members: Hazel Neman, Lin- 
coln Traffic $37.50; George A. Wasson, 
Construction Department, $157.50; Anna 
K. Menninga, Beatrice Traffic, $83.50; 
Herbert Huddleston, Supply Department, 
$117.50; C. W. Helm, Lincoln Commer- 
cial $15.00; Rose Riggs, Accounting De- 
partment, $15.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. D. E. Aydelott, Lin- 
coln, $133.13; Mrs. B. D. Pattison, Lin- 
coln, $180.00; Mrs. C. S. Nevin, Lincoln, 
$40.88: RoJean Fritz, Lincoln, $41.25; 
RoJean Fritz, Lincoln, $22.50. 


The first round-the-world conver’ 
sation by wire and radio telephone 
was made in April, 1935. It origin- 
ated in New York. 
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New Associate Editor 
ye happy to introduce your 


new associate editor for the sec- 
ond floor offices of the Genetal Of- 
fice Building, Miss Barbara Kaiser, 
In case you're 
unfortunate 
enough not to 
know her al- 
ready. Barbara 
has been doing a 
fine job of re- 
porting for the 
past couple of ¢— | 
months and you © se 
probably have 
read some of her 
accounts of second floor doings. 


Barbara Kaiser 


The assignment is not entirely 
new to her. however. She formerly 
was employed with the Construction 
Department and occasionally stepped 
in to pinch hit for the associate edi- 
tor there during vacations and such. 
She is now a stenographer in the 


office of the General Plant Superin- 


tendent and this month is observing 
her second anniversary of service 
with the Company. 


Merle Hale Speaks At 


Two Telephone Meetings 
\' ERLE M. HALE, general com- 

mercial superintendent, appeared 
as a speaker on the programs of two 
telephone meetings recently. At the 
Executives Conference of the United 
States Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation held this spring at Chicago 
he delivered an address on the sub- 
ject of “Putting Your House in 
Order Before Applying for Rate Ad- 
justments,” in which he detailed the 
various phases of preparations for 
applications for rate adjustments be- 
fore regulatory bodies. His talk in- 
cluded an explanation of the pro- 
cedure followed by our Company in 
its recent case before the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission. 

Last month he traveled to Pitts- 
burgh where he addressed the 
Pennsylvania State Telephone Con- 
vention on the subject, “Commercial 
Aspects of Mobile Radiotelephone 


ervice. 


‘Se 


The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of 
friendly welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that 
they will enjoy their new occupation as well as the many fine associa- 
tions that go with it. 


. DATE 
NAME EXCHANGE TITLE EMPLOYED 
Commercial 
Mary Gold tii. ckvic reene PASC 6 occa OE ois sate eae ceric May 6, 1948 
Construction 

| ae os | 7 9 1 | ae ee iF tel ele |): Meena emenee Sateen eaneE Ground mati. April 20, 1948 
Merle M, Pleathe wc | Ks 9 fee eee Groundman............. April 26, 1948 
Dots fi, Ken OG se Seater tnd PR AGRI Gc cusuctosice-eoeatiess Groundman............. May 17, 1948 
Bes We Wn asda eo eetececsn ce VOR ace tececesiesn ier Ground man......./..:.. April 19, 1948 
Fs Ba OV os easivssee ea eeeenees LE ot ou) 45 Seon Re Pe SEE Groundman............. April 26, 1948 

Service 
Leslie Davies................. Besuiaets |B i001 eee ee oe DOMME OR eeteteere casts May 5, 1948 
Velva M. Ossowski................ PLAtCS ROUEN occiwccdsceciece USCS «oc See et ene May 1, 1948 
Robert Thompson................-- BNC pce hacen 2: Ground maninccsccccscci, May 20, 1948 

Supply 

Garage 

Roose Wy), ate. st cneasceaces si DATICO Mi ccaveconcehwamenseurcieies Serviceman.............. April 27, 1948 

Traffic 
Patricia’ Fi, Bares. eianciscasns PCD UOii 5 ee Ay SD perabors eke. May 17, 1948 
Joyce: Blan Masccdicccoiccsleevsusties PAIL DULY secck sencecscecwonecens A. Operatorscceiccn.: May 17, 1948 
SYVlVid BOWMAN 2 cccc- vec ceccusewee (9 g (ree Fi CO peratore. cienss May 17, 1948 
Felon: Boy Gston jccsecncskscencads DA COA suisse gee adeddseenndae’ L Operator............. May 18, 1948 
Kathryn Campbell..........0....... MOE ee cyncsatiasitedmasicdniede Ao Operator cscs May 3, 1948 
Dhieresa: Carter nccyassisedecssovess VtrCO a, ho cious cessec: Fe Operator..nisiccn: April 27, 1948 
Elsie Coo per.c:teccccsvsicccnceancesees DO RICR 5622 ots tssitacten A Operator............ May 17, 1948 
Imogene Cummings................ Pat ON asian sone secheeas Py Operatorndanuc April 26, 1948 
Sherlie Cummings.................. bir freee ae ee AféeL Operator....... May 3, 1948 
Genevieve E. Elward.............. | Te ace) | «ae ere A Operator............ May 11, 1948 
Rose M. Erdkamp.................. | cod 4 a aoe cee A&’L Operator....... April 24, 1948 
Leah I. Ewerth..........0...00....... ARGON S icsevnreasnctdemeen Ass t Gook....:...2.... May 24, 1948 
Arleen Fitz patrickic<.c. icc | (oto 2) |: enone meeeeen TAA RIP Crab S ccscicecane May 11, 1948 
Roethel yy Pal easccusteiccciesnesesocs: oe | a Ee A. Operators. sic: May 20, 1948 
Pitty PORE a wise anctecre notes Beaver Crossing........... A&L Operator....... May 24, 1948 
Mary Pix. (Glas 6ici ieee Valparaiso sands: cnccves Chief Opr.—-Cashier...May 16, 1948 
Shirley Grubeticccscesccccsesccocesas Nebraska City.............. A DO peratoted iis: May 17, 1948 
Frances Mor maine .celece |g Eth 3: :, Ene ene A. Operatorcc.da.. May 17, 1948 
Margaret Oltmann................. TT OOUISE Pinos ect ete A&L Operator...... _May 24, 1948 
Marian Rasmussen.................. bc) oe neN ne Re one A&’L Operator....... May 10, 1948 
Fleten: RO DGres cis sccs ccd scedteciceies PISS CS is casccconoravonunonees Ai. O peratorincccions May 17, 1948 
Elizabeth Scheiding............... FL AGE Screech octuaveancs A€&s’L Operator....... May _1, 1948 
Johanna Schiefelbein............. PASEO icacnacees sax nccseees A Operator............ May 17, 1948 
Davin Th. SO wa cc k ccassescel WOE KM cactapsrecsevus closes Fe A perater 2n.5o0 May 3, 1948 
Bonnie SHOUP: secccceceiscccosseuns Beatrice.................-...--- A Operator............. May 24, 1948 
Gretta Sherrill........................ BeStriCe oooh oekieveerseess Pi AB OLAL OT occ coins May 24, 1948 
Anna Simpson..................-c00-- Dorchester.............. Chief Oper. -Cashier.April 20, 1948 
Belle: Bi WG. icdavascacui-capesesesab eds Ohiowa......... Acting Chief Opr. —Cashier.May 18, 1948 
Jennie SNOW: coscciesiessececiecescs. Auburn................. on A Operator......... ..May 10, 1948 
Maxine Stolzenburg............... Geneva........... Ree A Operator............ May 10, 1948 
Frances Steider................-....-- GeNeVA...s.cecee-oeceeseensees A, Operator. cteccn May 17, 1948 
Jacqueline A. Tolle.......0....... Milford................... .....-A@?L Operator....... April 26, 1948 
Rarlene Wittiicc..ccccscscccssoscvacons. FU BEL OS se ciecsapectdcaves A&L Operator....... May _1, 1948 
Leona Woznick....................-. LINCOIN.........2......0.0.0e00e Li NIP BLOT cz casicezios May 18, 1948 
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| JOURNEY’S END | 


MRS. IDA BOLING, mother of R. 
D. Boling, Construction foreman, 
passed away in Lincoln April 28. 
Funeral services were held at Lib- 
erty, Nebraska, on April 30. 


MRS. LULU E. ARNOLD, wife of 
George Arnold of the Service De- 
partment, passed away suddenly 
at her home in Lincoln May 12. 
Funeral services were held at 
Wadlow’s on May 14, and burial 
was at Nebraska City. 


MRS. BERTHA BISHOP, mother 
of Mrs. Ferne Hougland, night 
Operator at Utica, died May 12 
at Memphis, Tenn. Funeral serv- 
ices were held May 15 at Utica. 


THE INFANT SON of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Wasson died May 16 
in Lincoln. Graveside services 
were held at Wyuka on May 17. 


MRS. EMMA FAIR, mother of H. 
W. Cane of the Engineering De- 
partment, passed away May 17 at 
Galesburg, Ill. Funeral services 
were held at Gresham on May 20. 


Funeral services for S/Sgt. MER- 
RILL E. GREEN, who died June 
14, 1943 near Port Moresby, New 
Guinea, were held May 26 at 
Epworth Methodist Church in 
Lincoln. Sgt. Green was the son 
of Robert M. Green of the Lin- 


coln Service Department. 


MR. JOHN ELMSHAUSER, father 
of Hedwig Elmshauser of the 
Beatrice Traffic Department, died 
Wednesday, May 26, 1948. Funer- 
al services were held Friday, May 
28 at St. Paul Lutheran Church 


at Beatrice. 


Notes On the New Look 


Indiana Telephone News: Fashion 
predicts that girls will be wearing 
their legs still shorter next year. 

Associated Circle: The trouble 
with the New Look is that you have 
to look twice as long to see half 
as much. 


Lincoln Telephone News: Ugh! 


Norma Schneider of the York 
Traffic Department became the 
bride of Francis DeBoer on May 2, 
at the United Brethren Church at 
York. Mrs. DeBoer will continue 
her work. 


JoAnn McDonald, Hastings Traf- 
fic Department, was united in marri- 
age on May 1 to Dean Quaintance at 
the First Methodist Church in Hast- 
ings. Mrs. Quaintance has resigned 
her position and the couple will re- 


side in Hastings. 


The marriage of Dorothy Evers, 
Hastings Traffic Department, and 
Lloyd Colfax of Grand Island, was 
solemnized on May 16 at the Trin- 
ity Methodist Church in Grand 
Island. Mrs. Colfax has resigned her 
position and the couple will reside in 
Grand Island. 


A home ceremony, performed 
May 7 in Fairbury, united Marion 
Jean Thompson and Norman Beasley 
in marriage. After a honeymoon to 
Denver, the couple will reside in 
Fairbury. 


Marjorie Lampe of the Auburn 
Traffic Department became the 
bride of Alvin C. DuBuhr of Au- 
burn on April 29 in Auburn. After 
a short trip to Burlington, Iowa, the 
couple returned to Auburn where 
they will reside. 

Bonnie Jean Funkhouser of the 
Beatrice Traffic Department became 
the bride of Norris B. Weier of Day- 
kin on May 1 at the First Christian 
Church in Beatrice. After a honey- 
moon, the couple will reside in 
Beatrice. 

Arthur Lamberson of the Lincoln 
Service Department and Doris Ann 
Sullivan, a former employee of the 
Service Department, have an- 
nounced their marriage which took 
place on July 25, 1947, at Council 
Bluffs, Iowa. 

LaWanna Graham, Lincoln Traf- 
fic Department, and William Bacon 
were united in marriage at Pawnee 
City on April 30 at the home of 


Promotions, Transfers 


Accounting 
Anna M. Schneider, A&L operator, Lin- 
coln Traffic, to clerk, Accounting. 
Gloria Zier, machine operator to advanced 
clerk, Accounting. 


Commercial 


Avis Arlene Rollins, typist to stenog- 
rapher, General Commercial. 


Non-Functional 


Wilma Grupe Stolzenburg, appointed 
junior secretary, District Office, Beat- 
rice. 


Plant 


Claud Clary, Jr., switchman, Lincoln 
Service, to combinationman, Beatrice 
Service. 


James Greenlee, janitor to warehouseman, 
Supply. 

W. J. Knudson, garage mechanic to equip- 
ment repairman, Supply. 


L. P. Livingston, switchman to tester, 
Service. 


John E. Turner, groundman to lineman, 
Construction. 


Traffic 


Eunice M. Applegate, A operator to A&L 
operator, Weeping Water. 

Ina Bower, A operator to A&L operator, 
Ashland. 

Ardis G. Bishop, A€&L operator to A&L 
supervisor, York. 

Eileen M. Case, A€&*L operator, Weeping 
Water, to A&L operator, Plattsmouth. 

Florine V. Clark, A operator to A&L 
operator, Auburn. 

Mildred L. Eschen, A&L operator, Peru, 
to A&L operator, Nebraska City. 

Mary A. Glass, appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Valparaiso. 


Leola Heins, A&L operator, to instructor, : 


David City. 
Ruth M. Howard, A operator to A&L 


operator, Lincoln. 


the groom. Mrs. Bacon is continu- 
ing her work. 


The marriage of Marion Jelinek of 
the Lincoln Traffic Department and 
Jack Staberg of the Lincoln Service 
Department was solemnized on May 
1 at the Trinity Methodist Church in 
Lincoln. Mrs. Staberg is continuing 
her work. 

Helen Knott, operator at Lincoln, 
and Arthur Sexton, Jr., were united 
in marriage on May 17 at Council 
Bluffs, Iowa. 
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Litle Changes 


Wilma Grupe Stolzenburg 
Appointed Jr. Secretary Beatrice 


Arline Johnson, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Hastings. 


Edna Johnson, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Mary Johnson, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Lincoln. 


Colleen Kort, A operator to A®@L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Loretta Lightcap, A operator to A&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Doris Lukas, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Wahoo. 

Marjorie Moler, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Patricia Morrow, L operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Elmena M. Railsback, evening chief op- 
erator, Peru, to A€&*L operator, Ne- 
braska City. 

Yvonne Rakestraw, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Mildred A. Schmidt, A operator to A&L 
operator, Beatrice. 

Shirley Snyder, A&L operator to A&L 
instructor, Auburn. 

Mary Watkins, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Donna Weaver, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Beatrice. 

Phyllis J. Workman, A operator to A&L 


operator, Beatrice. 


Coaxial Cable From 


Omaha to Sioux City 
i work of plowing in a new 

coaxial cable to extend from 
Omaha to Sioux City will be started 
this fall, the Northwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Company announced recently. 
The 116 mile cable will make avail- 
able about 900 circuits and is ex- 
pected to be placed in service by the 
end of 1949. After the cable is in- 
stalled, two pole lines linking the 
two cities will be removed. 


Fag Potts ce memo nnn — a 0 
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At the speakers’ table, left to right: Otto Nelsen, rau ery o —— |  oenaeeenel” nas SES : met sees SSS Se 
secretary,and Mrs.Nelsen; Myrtle Hiner,treasurer; 2-0 . ; ene lenges? cs : 
George Walroth, president: A § Gorman, toastmaster, —s : Shera e & 


4 5° and Mrs.Gormans Mrs.0.L.Sturtevant and Mr.Stur= =e =f ot ar 
teyant, vice president. , 7 
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te 3g ints me oe The “Grand Finale” with the entire cast participating. 
es Sita Interlocutor Bill Quinn is directly behind the microphone . 
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“Impressions of the 


ESole ae gv omortsgne ar Me = 0 i ee ot ore lle re alae Beano oS SS RS eee | Walroth reviewed the Chapter's activities 
Gay Nineties”. . 3 Tt ; : ae = : 


and spoke on the subject of Fellowship® 


ee nes ed Pe a - OS ene 
- agian ; ans, ent ! _ PO TY 6” 
= rl tt “ cus os woes Sens ON ae ~ = 
- or REE - — or ammmeniie send we 
“ss eS ee > it 


The delegation from Hastings 
and Sutton chartered a bus 
to be on hand and receive a 
royal welcome . 2 2. X~ 


- Twoclassydancers o 
Elaine Scovell and Ima Jeanne Wear. 
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Piano accompanists Charlene Moore and fear! O’Hehir 
with Leonard Paulson, director of music for the show. 
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43. Sa I i To Fee i 


Part of the Pioneer gathering, 
awaiting the dinner hour. . 


~ 7 eo. Se 


Gene Shrank was one of , 
the favorite performers 
with his accordion ~ ~ 


’ re 4 5 : 
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Evelyn Hamilton 
brought down the house 
with her tap dancing. 


= 


Lincoln Traffic Pioneers, left — ae 
fo right : Hazel Nicholls, £ Enjoying a pleasant visit are, left to right: 
Mary Emerson;Nellie Mae Hunt,- Bi: ist aia ce civ sibieheenisdeed ale iat Mrs. Arthur Keckler, Vern Campbell, Roy ie 
and her sister, Bessie; Vera alecianiaeeenc nets right: beorgeWalroth Cleveland, Joy Dobbs , Mrs.Campbell, le 
Wasson and RuthGoslin.. Fenelon ai : Mrs.William Hassler, Mrs.Dobbs , Mrs.Cleveland 

Roy Mills, A.B.Gorman and Chauncey Eggerss ~ ~ and Mr. Hassler. 


Dick Welch gave a superb performance as the baritone 
soloist in “Old Man River” with the support of the chorus. 
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Service Birthdays 
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Eva Kapke Blanche McConkey Nona Brusnahan 
Seward Guide Rock Friend 
30 Years 30 Years 25 Years 


Thirty-Eight Years 


H. M. Zimmerman, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
C. B. Meshier, Beatrice. 


Thirty-Five Years 


Frances Virgil, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
S. J. Dennis, Lincoin. 


Thirty-Two Years 
R. S. Baldwin, G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 
W. P. Shuck, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
Eva Kapke, Seward; Blanche McCon- 
key. Guide Rock. 

Twenty-Nine Years 
Regina Bethscheider, Hebron: Caroline 
M. Lamps, Hastings. 

Twenty-Eight Years 
D. R. Culbertson, York. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


J. J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice: Georgia M. 
Smith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
R. L. Clinton, Lincoln: Hazel Hagen- 
buck, Wahoo. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Nona Brusnahan, Friend: R. A. Carl- 


son, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 


T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln; Grace Lux, 
Shelby. 


J. E. Smith Ruth Rittenhouse 
Lincoln Hebron 
20 Years 10 Years 


Twenty-Three Years 


M. M. Hale, M. H. Metcalf, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 


Minnie I. Allen, I. J. Devoe, V. M. 
Simpson, Rex Winders, Lincoln; H. O. 
Gillespie, Beatrice; E. T. Little, Auburn; 
E. M. Massie, Friend. 


Twenty Years 
Dewey Olsen, Wahoo; J. E. Smith, 


Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 


Moreane Alldritt, Hastings; E. A. Ernst, 
Syracuse; Ivan C. Haith, Humboldt; R. E. 
Mills, W. T. Nyden, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 
Melba Richards, Lincoln. 


Fourteen Years 


G. L. Oglesby, Wymore; Marie Vid- 


lock, Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 
Rolland R. Winders, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 


Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings. 
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R. A. Carlson 
Lincoln Wahoo 
25 Years 20 Years 


Dewey Olsen 


Eleven Years 


Philip J. Garvey, Lincoln. 


Ten Years 
Ruth Rittenhouse, Hebron. 


Seven Years 


Mary Estes, Tecumseh; Ruth M. Haga, 
Beatrice; W. D. Quinn, B. M. Wedge- 


wood, Lincoln. 


Six Years 


Jacob Albrandt, Lincoln; Merna Stew- 
art, David City. 


Five Years 


Ella C. Adkins, David City; Barbara 
Benson, Phyllis Fellows, Maurine M. Har- 
ter, Lincoln; Max J. Brandt, Beatrice; 
Clara Goodfellow, Ashland; Helen 
Greiner, Seward; Mary Jackson, Fair- 
bury; Margaret Lautenschlager, Daven- 
port: H. E. Olsen, Wahoo. 


Bowling Champs 
(Continued From Page Four) 


series total of 593. Virginia came 
home on top of the list in both 
halves of the split season, her ave- 
rage of 141 being nine points higher 
than that of Ruth Marrow in second 
place. Virginia also garnered the 
high series with her 485 and high 
game honors went to Mrs. Del Gil- 
more with her mark of 189. 

The season was officially closed 
with the annual dinners and business 
meetings, which were held too late 
to meet the dead-line for this issue 
of the News. These affairs will be 
described and pictured in next 
month’s edition. 


pn 


Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent. 


Our donation to the “scandal sheet’ 
seems to be getting less each month. 
With everyone in the office married or 
practically married now, there isn’t much 
exciting news. ... The girls had their 
May Breakfast at the City Cafe. Even 
though it was early in the morning, 
everyone ate hale and hearty. ... Recent 
Lincoln shoppers were Pat Emerson, 
Emily Hanus and Margaret Cornell... .. 
Margaret Ann Rech and Gloria Humli- 
cek made trips into Omaha and came 
home with ‘new looks” ... Nadine 
Smith spent last week visiting relatives 
at Palmer, Nebraska. . . . Those attend- 
ing the Pioneer banquet were Mr. and 
Mrs. Campbell, Irene Swan, Camilla 
Selzer and Lena Conrad. ... The front 
entrance of the building has been re- 
modeled with a new doorway similar 
to the one at Nebraska City. ... “Hap” 
Bull, a former employee of the Company, 
was a visitor of the Plant Department. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Comes the month of May and we 
have only one new diamond flasher. 
“Susie” Schneider has a big smile for 
everyone. . . . We also received an an- 
nouncement of Doris Walker’s approach- 
ing wedding. We have some new 
people too, Elmena Railsback and Mil- 
dred Eschen were transferred here from 
Peru. Peru recently changed to the dial 
system. Also new is Shirley Gruber. 
.. . We keep our teacher, Mary Barty- 
zelle, pretty busy. She just finished toll 
training with Edna Jacobson and Mary 


Watkins. . . . Good luck all you new 
girls, and welcome to our plug-pushing 
gang ... We are glad to see Nellie 


Curttright again after her illness. Lois 
Barta has also been on our sick list. ... 
Speaking of sickness, Mrs. Placek was 
off several days caring for her daughter 
who was pretty sick with the measles. 
“Snook” Steckley’s daughter, Linda Lou, 


also had the measies. .. . Birthdays for 
May are Margaret Wademan, Betty 
Eaton and Mary Bartyzelle. ...A for- 


mer employee, Marilyn (Holmberg) 
Carper, has a new daughter. Congratu- 


lations to the new aunt—Barbara ! ... 
Ardel Freudenberg recently spent a 
week-end in Lincoln. . .. Maxine Meyer 
and Betty Balfour spent a day in Shu- 
bert visiting Betty’s parents. ... Mrs. 
Stock spent a day in Lincoln. ... Re- 
cent visitors at the office have been 
Norma Gore, Mrs. John Staack and 
Phyllis Adams—all former members of 


cur gang. . . . Violet Peterson and her 
mother have at last moved to their little 
house. . . . Jacquie Boldra, Edna Ja- 


cobson and Mrs. Ethyl Armstrong have 
found themselves apartments — Happy 
People!! 


Plattsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Mrs. Hilda Johanns spent a few days 
at Decatur, Illinois, visiting with her 
sister. . . . Georgia Tartsch spent the 
day of May 4th in Omaha visiting and 
shopping. ... Mr. and Mrs. Joe Abrams 
recently spent a week-end visiting at 
Dorchester. . . . Mrs. Thelma ‘Tritsch 
spent May 5th and 6th at Hastings at- 
tending the Episcopal Church conference. 
. Ben Anderson and family spent 
Sunday, May 20th, visiting at the Frank 
Anderson home at Union. . . . Eileen 
Case has returned to Plattsmouth after 
helping out at Weeping Water. We are 
all happy to have you back with us, 
Eileen. 


Syracuse 
Mrs. Iona Pieper, Correspondent 


No doubt Donna Mae Lockhart will 
quit leaning against her boy-friend’s car 
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door, as last Sunday afternoon while en- 
joying the beautiful, warm sunshine, the 
door of the car flew open and Donna 
Mae discovered herself out on the ce- 
ment. We hope she isn’t hurt too bad, 
but she has been using a pillow for her 
back while working at the switchboard. 
. . . Alice France also had a little diffi- 
culty when she sprained her ankle the 
other day. We are beginning to wonder 
what is going to happen next around 
here. . . . We wonder why Norma Dett- 
mer looked so sleepy Monday morning, 
but maybe if we had followed her tracks 
over the week-end, we would have looked 
sleepy too—her husband’s birthday was 
Sunday and they just had to celebrate. 
. . Monday evening visitors from the 
Lincoln office were Mr. Donley, General 
Traffic Superintendent; Mr. Roy Carl- 
son, Traffic Engineer; Melba Richards, 
Lincoln Chief Operator; and Miss Fran- 
ces Harmon, Supervisor of Methods. We 
hope you enjoyed your short visit. . . 
We hear that Alice France is taking time 
out in the afternoon to sit in the sun. We 
need only to take one glance to see she 
is getting a good tan. . .. Since school 
is out, Mrs. Bock has not had to work 
too many hours, so we hope she is en- 
joying her vacation, cleaning house. She 
took one day to go to Lincoln to do some 
shopping and returned home minus her 


money. ... Mrs. Pieper and her husband 
recently spent a week-end visiting friends 
in Omaha... . We wonder what the big 


attraction was in Lincoln Thursday, as 
three of our operators went shopping. 
We can’t blame Aldean Steinhoff for 
taking the whole day off, as she was 
celebrating her birthday. 


Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


Mrs. Alma Shearon, now of Sioux 
City, Iowa, visited Elizabeth Turnbull 
of Ceresco, May 9. Mrs. Shearon will 
be remembered as Chief Operator at 
Wymore and then David City, possibly 
12 or 13 years ago and no doubt there 
are folks at these offices who still re- 
member her. On a bright and sun- 
shiny morning, May 7, Elizabeth Turn- 
bull, Chief Operator at Ceresco, hopped 
on her bicycle and peddled to Davey to 
visit Mrs. Armogast. Elizabeth says this 
is a good “limber upper’’—just try it 


Harlan Gillespie of the Beatrice plant department was high man in the Greater 
Beatrice Bowling League, averaging 177 for the season. His team, Beatrice Recreation, 
won the league crown with 64 games won and 41 lost. Left to right, Harlan Gillespie, 
John Traubel, Ralph Goodrich, Herman Wolters, Mike Moran and Al Hetherington. Our 
thanks to the Beatrice Times for the photograph. 


sometime. ... Opal Allison, Chief Oper- 
ator at Beaver Crossing, visited her 
friends at the Ceresco exchange the 
week-end of May 23. We are always 
glad to see you Opal. ... Mrs. Mathilda 
Kruse, Chief Operator at Valparaiso, 
resigned and left with her family May 
22 to join her husband, Fred, at West 
Valley, New York, where he is working 
for an Independent Telephone Company. 
Mrs. Kruse has been with us two years 
while Fred will be remembered as a 
lineman on the Harry Moss gang. We 
extend our best wishes to the Kruses, 
was nice knowing you and working with 
you. ... Mrs. Mary A. Glass of Omaha 
and sister of Mrs. Kruse, will be Chief 
Operator at Valparaiso and we wish you 
Good Luck! ... Two birthdays in the 
Traffic Department were celebrated May 
20 with a theatre party and lunch fol- 
lowing at the Wigwam Cafe. Inez Olsen 
and Leona Lind were those honored and 
received lovely gifts. Many happy re- 
turns, girls. 


Weeping Water 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Miss Pearl Sutton spent April 30 at 
Lincoln shopping. ... A farewell picnic 
was given in honor of Eileen Case who 
has been working here temporarily and 
has returned to Plattsmouth. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


Work in the Accounting Department 
was moving along quite smoothly the 
past month when a few men decided to 


break up the routine. Bless ’em! The 
men we have reference to are the elec- 
tricians and the accoustic workmen. As 
a result of their hours of labor this de- 
partment is now adorned with a cele- 
tex ceiling and flourescent lighting. Also, 
the billing room is to have new floor 
covering and we _ understand there’ll 
be a new coat of paint for the walls. 
We certainly do appreciate these addi- 
tional features which will lend to our 
comfort during working hours. .. . 
Frances Virgil and Vic Musselman 
walked away with two of the three door 
prizes presented at the Pioneer Party. 
Frances received a lovely radio and Vic 
an electric clock. Members of this de- 
partment that participated in the min- 
strel show which was given at the Pioneer 
Party were Esther Kehling, Geraldine 
Wart, Bud Eden, Gene Schrank and 
your associate editor. Bud gave out with 
two vocal numbers and Gene presented 
a trio of accordion numbers. ... At 
this time we’d like to welcome Ann 
Schneider who was recently transferred 
from the Traffic Dept. We're hoping 
you'll enjoy your stay in this dept., Ann. 
... Gloria Zier has moved up the ladder 
to an Advanced Clerical rating and now 
occupies the position recently vacated by 
Dorothy Carlson. Iva Mae Ost, 
Gladys Holscher, Phyllis Lickei, Frances 
Koontz and Dorothy Miller of the Serv- 
ice Dept. kept the “Revenue” bowling 
team in the top spot for the last half 
of the bowling season. Well, vaca- 
tion time is now under way and those 
who have returned looking as though 
they had a new lease on life are Ann 
Keegan, who vacationed in Tecumseh 
and Omaha, Clara Jones, who visited in 
Friend and Omaha, and Ferne Burns, 
who spent her vacation in Wichita. 
... Mary Lou Freauf has a new niece, 
Pamela Kay, and the mother many of 
you will remember as Marie Endsley 
Freauf. . . . Esther Kehling is busily 
engaged in furnishing a home _ which 
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she received as an anniversary gift. 
Lorraine Vlicek has located an apartment 
and we're inclined to believe that the 
‘big day’ is right around the corner... . 
We wish to extend a word of sympathy 
to H. W. Cane whose mother passed 
away on the 17th of May, to H. H. 
Wheeler who lost his brother, to Phyllis 
Lickei who lost her grandfather and to 
I. J. Devoe who lost his brother-in-law 
during the past month... .Viva June 
Siefert found it necessary to take a leave 
of absence to care for her mother who 
was ill. During her absence her duties 
were performed by Helen Pickard. 

Martha Dietrich traveled to Topeka to 
attend a wedding recently. . . . Phyllis 
Lickei had no time to get out a hand- 
kerchief to drop at the feet of a male 
she wanted to meet, so she dropped her 
purse instead. She claims it was an 
accident, but—we’re wondering? ? ? ? 
Dawn Purinton and Shirley Bonnell 
grew mighty tired of ‘counting to ten’ 
each time they found themselves some- 
where in the rough during a golf game. 
We'll probably never know how many 


strokes were left uncounted. . . . Lily 
Robotham is sporting a lovely new 
diamond. Congrats! ... Bob Ross was 


severely reprimanded by the school 
principal when it was found he had en- 
couraged his son to sell the firecrack- 
ers which he had purchased at quite a 
bargain price. We're betting the prin- 
cipal would have enjoyed using the 
‘hickory stick’ on Bob... - Carl Ahl 
celebrated a birthday this past month 
and his staff of employees were most 
happy in presenting him with two large 
boxes of ‘nothing’. . Irene Hermann 
took advantage of a long week end and 
traveled to Sulphur Springs, Mo. 

If you see Ken Boshart breaking out 
with little red spots you'll know he 
has the measles. Ken was acting as 
‘baby sitter’ when his nephew came down 
with a good case of the measles and 
Ken doesn’t remember ever having had 
them. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 


The big event of the month took 
place on May 28 when the whole office 
joined in holding a surprise party for 
Mrs. Cecile Anderson on the occasion 
of her retirement. The party was held 
at Mrs. Anderson’s home in Bethany and 
of course one of the chief conspirators 
was her husband, Russell, who went all 
out in figuring out a scheme to put the 
plan across. We know now why he is 
termed the “Brains of Bethany’’ because 
everything worked like a charm and 
“Andy” was really surprised when the 
caravan of cars rolled up in front of 
her home. MHeaping platters of fried 
chicken, potato salad, baked beans, and 
the usual trimmings disappeared almost 
like magic and even Bill Morris had 
enough to eat for once. After the din- 


ner, K. B. Cary, our district manager, 
made a nice talk in which he expressed 
his appreciation for Mrs. Anderson’s fine 
record of service and expressed regret 
that she was leaving the Lincoln office 
group. He then presented her with 
gifts from the folks in the office. All 
of us miss you very much, Mrs. Ander- 
son. It just doesn’t seem like the same 
office since you have gone. Don’t for- 
get to come in and visit us often... . 
May vacationers include Mrs. Viola 
Fisher who visited in Kansas for a 
week. Ima Jeanne Wear also took a 
trip to her home state of Illinois and 
reports having a most enjoyable time. 
. . . Our congratulations to the Hamil- 
tons, Dean and Irene, who have an- 
nounced the arrival of a new daughter. 
Editor’s note! We are indeed sorry 
to report the illness of your associate 
editor, Mrs. Betty Henson, who was 
unable to give us her usual sparkling 
account of Business Office activities. We 
were able to glean the above from vari- 
ous sources including a verse written on 
the subject by someone who has re- 
quested that his name be withheld. Hint 
—he is in the directory department. 


... Note to the writer of verse: The . 


News is always delighted to receive 
poetry for publication because it has a 
“no poetry” policy and after reading the 
poetry we receive and then not printing 
it we are constantly reminded of how 
much better off we are with the “no 
poetry” policy. Perhaps in this case we 
can break the rule just to emphasize the 
point and print a verse of our own 
composition. 

The News prints no poetry 

And its a good rule we thinks, 

This is especially true with Spahnle’s 
Because frankly, it............. 


You see, we still haven’t broken the 
rule because we can’t think of a word 
that rhymes with “thinks.” Maybe the 
readers can supply one. 


General Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


Vacationing from our office during 
May was Bernice Iwohn, who spent two 
restful weeks in her home town of Cla- 
tonia, Nebraska. . . . Keeping up with 
Arlene Rollins’ trips is a hard task, as it 
seems she just won’t stay at home. This 
month she spent Memorial Day week- 
end in Lebanon and Hill City, Kansas, 
and another week-end in Topeka. In 
fact, she takes so many trips, that she 
has been known to get her destinations 
mixed and buy a ticket for one town, 
when she is actually going to another. 
... Mr. Hale traveled by air to Pitts- 
burgh to speak before the convention of 
the Pennsylvania Telephone Associa- 
tion. . . . Four General Commercial 
voices rang out in the minstrel show 
given by the telephone employees. They 
belonged to G. E. Walroth and A. B. 
Gorman, who sang in the “Pionnaires” 
barber shop quartet, and Willie Hamil- 
ton and Arlene Rollins who sang in the 
chorus. Joe Hartley and J. S. Jackson 
also had a hand in the production. Mr. 
Hartley was the publicity chairman and 
Mr. Jackson operated the spot light. 
Of course we can’t give the General 
Commercial members all the credit, but 
from all reports the whole show waes 
very good. We are very sorry to re- 
port that our bowling team lost the 
championship to the outside service team 
in the final game between the winners 
of the first and second halves of the 
season’s play. . . . Dick Hartley, son of 
Joe Hartley and a former employee of 


The Lincoln business office held one of its famous parties for Mrs. Cecile H. Anderson 
who retires this month after 30 years of service. The business office group is pictured 
below and at right Mrs. Anderson receives some beautiful gifts from K. B. Cary, district 
commercial manager, who presented them on behalf of ithe folks in the office. 


our Company, graduated from Wesleyan 
University this Spring. Congratulations, 
Dick. . . . Willie Hamilton has joined 
the long list of apartment hunters and 
would appreciate hearing from anyone 
who knows of an available three room 
apartment. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess—Associate Editor 


Perhaps we should do a little cruising 
with our crews. Out in the Hastings 
area we find Otto Buck’s gang repair- 
ing Nelson plant prior to conversion; 
Tommy Hedges’ boys repairing Hastings 
rural plant and Lyle Piper and crew still 
in the Stromsburg area. Working out of 
Lincoln we have E. Eichenour rebuild- 
ing Utica town and rural plant; “Swede” 
Foster and crew repairing Milford plant; 
George Hansen and Paul Wilkinson’s 


outfits regrouping Beatrice; ‘Deke” 
Simpson rebuilding Surprise town and 
rural plant prior to conversion and Harry 
Moss’ crew re-transposing Fairbury- 
Hebron toll lead. It looks like our Lin- 
coln crews have practically turned out 
to be floating crews. ‘Brick’? Smith has 
spent most of the month in Syracuse 
and Nebraska City but is back in Lin- 
coln now. Ray Boling and crew have 
been busy at Filley, rebuilding the town 
plant (or should we say Village) and 
this week went to Alexandria. Les 
Shirey and John Hobson and crews 
find plenty to do around Lincoln. 
Looking over our splicers we find Cliff 
Artz and helper, M. Riner at Utica, Cy 
Hutchison and helper A. Brunke at 
Beatrice, Al Miller and helper, C. Jor- 
dan at Filley, Roy Mills and Dick Baxter 
at Bruning. Vaughn Baum, Don Frank- 
forter, Bill Huddleston and their help- 
ers are working in and around Lincoln. 
George Burt and helper J. Keogh find 
plenty to do in the vicinity of Hastings. 
We wish to extend our sympathy to Mr. 
Keogh, whose father passed away the 
last of this month. Also our sympathy 
goes to the George Wasson family. New 
employees this month include Louis 
Kehoe who joined Piper’s gang; Howard 
Jensen, who is working with Brick Smith 
and Vernon Frey, working with Paul 
Wilkinson’s crew at Beatrice. Resigna- 
tions this month include Robert Bowlin, 
Willard Vantine and Donald Paulsen. 
Our only vacationer this month was Le- 
roy Winscot who took one week of his 
vacation the third week in May. 


General Offices—2nd Floor 


Barbara Kaiser, Associate Editor 


De Camptown Ladies Sing Dis Song, 
Doo Dah, Doo Dah! Ah, yes, what 


a tongue twister of a song to sing (any- 
way for a few of us). But a lot of enjoy- 
ment and experience was gained from 
the “Minstrel Show.” And also, a super 
wonderful dinner. Hope all the Pioneers 
and guests enjoyed the music ’cause we 
sure tried.... Traveling south for about 
two weeks, on a pole inspection trip, 
were Mr. Behm and Mr. Strasser. . . 
Captain and Mrs. Glen Trump recently 
returned from Tokyo, Japan where Cap- 
tain Trump was stationed. They are 
temporarily living with Mrs. Trump’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Betten- 
hausen. Captain Trump will get his 
release at Seattle. Mrs. Trump was a 
former employee of the Company... . 
And more news of the Bettenhausens— 
their son Don was recently married to 
Bernice Leseberg from Beatrice. Mrs. 
Bettenhausen is a registered nurse and 
Don will graduate from the University 
in June. On summer vacations Don 
worked in the Construction Department. 
Going to Chicago over the week- 
end were Mr. and Mrs. Potter on a 
recreational jaunt. The report was that 
many shows were taken in and that they 
were good ones, too. . .. Mr. Potter 
also reports that their offices have been 
working hard, nights and Saturdays, 
changing the Class A and B stocks... . 
Of interest to some people might be the 
men that are under the supervision of 
George Keith, District Installation 
Supervisor, and their work. Working the 
last week of May at Nebraska City we 
find Frances Darnold and Dave Guthrie 
installing the trunk equipment in con- 
nection with the Dunbar conversion. At 
Filley we have Perry Caldwell, Ernie 
Barney and Bob Wohlberg moving the 
central office quarters. Preparatory to 
the Surprise conversion, Ardell Robison 
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is working at Gresham and Rising City. 
And last, but not least, we find our su- 
pervisor working at Beatrice and Filley. 
George hopes to have some pictures for 
us soon. Better keep in touch with these 
boys. Rumor is that something big is 
coming up soon concerning their recrea- 
tion on week-ends. . . .George Keith has 
sold his large home and he and Mrs. 
Keith are moving into a new apartment. 
. . . George has been very nice to us 
girls by letting us pick some of his 
beautiful flowers. Thanks heaps, 


George!! . . . Up in the air this month 
was Dorothy Lefler, who took a plane 
ride... . A certain lady in the Account- 


ing Department sold tickets for a Bingo 
party at her Sorority. A group of girls 
went and being lucky your editor won a 
green stuffed dog which has been named 
“Bingo.” Right cute, huh, Mary!! By 
the way, Mary is the new president of 
her chapter. . . . Seems as though Doro- 
thy Lefler has been winning quite a few 
bets around here including the one with 
Dick Hansen ! 


Service Department, Lincoln 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Several employees have gone on their 
vacations this month. They are Leland 
Rauch, R. L. Dalton, W. P. Shuck, G. 
B. Arnold. As yet we haven’t received 
any reports on how they spent their time. 
... Milo Caslasky spent a week’s va- 
cation at home. ...Mr. and Mrs. Art 
Lamberson spent a three weeks vaca- 
tion at Keyport, Washington, visiting 
Art’s son Earl and family. Incidentally 
Mrs. Lamberson is the former Doris Sul- 
livan. ... Jim Green spent his vaca- 
tion the first two weeks in May. He has 
since been inducted into the army and is 
stationed at Scott Field, Illinois... . 


‘Mr. Pugsley has been absent from work 


several weeks, caring for his wife who 
is ill... . D. C. Travis is still confined 
to his home with arthritis. . . . We are 
glad to see Belle Howery back to work 
after having been absent several weeks. 

. . Dell Gilmore has been at home for 
the last week and a half trying to get 
used to a broken leg which resulted from 
a fall down stairs. We hope by this time 
that he is feeling much better and will 
soon be able to come back to work... . 
L. P. Livingston has been transferred 
from the Switchroom to the Service De- 
partment, where he is working on the 


John Brockmeyer’s capabilities and wide 
experience are valuable assets to the fur- 
nishing of good service at Beatrice. He is 
shown here testing out a line that is in 
trouble. 


test board. ..*. We wish to welcome 
Robert Thompson and Les Davies to 
our department. . . .Robert Southworth 
will again be employed in the Service 
Department during the school vacation. 
He worked here last year during the 
summer months. Marion Jelinek, 
operator at Lincoln, and Jack Staberg 
of Lincoln Service Department, were 
married on May 1, at the Trinity 
Methodist Church in Lincoln. The couple 
spent a short honeymoon in Beloit, Wis- 
consin. They are residing in Lincoln, 
where both are continuing their work. 
... E. O. Wait and family are now 
residing in Lincoln, having moved from 
Tecumseh the first of May. Mr. Wait 
was recently transferred to Lincoln... . 
Art Albers and E. O. Wait have com- 
pleted replacing instruments for the Mal- 
colm conversion to dial operation. 

B. Wanek is attending the ABC bowling 
tournament being held in Detroit, Mich- 
igan. “Good luck,” Bedrick. ... We 
wish to extend our deepest sympathy to 
Mr. George B. Arnold on the death of 
his wife. 


Supply Department 


Ramona Wendland, Associate Editor 


Even after being in our new office 
quarters for over two weeks the newness 
still hasn’t worn off and we think every- 
one should be as happy about the whole 
thing as we are. To those familiar with 
the warehouse arrangement the “north 
room” means the large room extending 
about three-fourths the length of the 
second floor of the north side of the 
building. Up until recently it had al- 
ways been used for storage so the face- 
lifting required was quite extensive. We 
are proud of the new fluorescent light- 
ing, as well as the new flooring and 
ceiling and the attractive pale green 
walls. To all is extended an invitation 
to come see us in our new surroundings. 
As soon as the new air-conditioning unit 
is completely installed everyone will 
be “cool as a cucumber.” . . . There are 
two vacations to report this month of 
May. L. C. Reid of the Repair Shop 
is away, however we have no details 
regarding his whereabouts so that will 
have to wait. Our other vacationer is 
Mr. Huddleston who was off recently. 
He reports “just loafing” though. We 
might add that he spent several days in 
the hospital undergoing minor surgery, 
but he is as fine and chipper as ever 
now. Oscar Lewis is off for a few days, 
at this writing, due to illness. Hope he’ll 
be back with us soon. ... There are 
more transfers to report this month. W. 
J. Knudson transferred recently from the 
Motor Vehicle Department to the Gen- 
eral Repair Shop. The “Shop” also ac- 


Bonling Champs and Near-Champs 


Two teams of bowlers were spon- 
sored by the Company in the season 
just past. At Lincoln, Harry Gore 
master-minded his team into first 
place and the championship of the 
7 P. M. Industrial League at the 
Rosewilde alleys after setting the 
pace during most of the season by 
the narrowest of margins, The cham- 
pionship was decided by the last 
game of the year. Captain Gore’s 
trophy winners pictured above are 
left to right, Ken Boshart, Roy 
Mills, Carl Ahl, Harry Gore, Fred 
Strasser, George Walroth and Elmer 
Dougherty. 


At Hastings, Floyd Crewdson cap- 
tained a crew consisting of Max 
Walker, Jim Dudgeon, Harry Tubbs, 
Jack Mason, Gene Burchess and 
Howard Lahr. They performed in 
the City Commercial league of that 
town and managed to remain a threat 
to the league leaders until the last 
few games. The fact that they even- 
tually dropped to the bottom of the 
percentage table with a dull thud 
does not, in the least, dull the repu- 
tation they built for themselves as 
the league’s giant killers. 


quired O. L. Clark, formerly of the 
Warehouse. ...C. L. Whittington of 
the Garage force is now our new Car 
Inspector, the position vacated by D. E. 
Aydelott when he became Motor Vehicle 
Foreman. ... F. J. Barnett of the Ga- 
rage force also has changed from a night- 
man to a day-man and, while speaking 
of the Garage employees, we wish to 
welcome Ross Lane Jr., who joined us 
recently. . . . Before we forget, we'll 
mention that J. K. Greenlee recently 
transferred from Janitor to Warehouse- 
man. .. . Our last item isn’t too happy 
a one. Seems that Paul Eisenbarth broke 
his arm recently while playing soft-ball. 
We don’t know whether he got in the 
bat’s way, got caught in the shuffle, or 
just got mad at the umpire. It was most 
likely the last of the three guesses. 
... Being as there are no weddings 
to announce, no additions to families and 
no more Milton E. Royce capers to 
tell about, we’ll cut this short. We'll 
hope for better digging next month. 
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Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Summer is definitely here, as is evi- 
denced by the tans and sunburns in our 
department; also the baseball season is 
underway—we know because of the sore 
fingers and accident reports around our 
parts. Our girls are really practicing 
hard for a good record. . . . We are glad 
to see Lillian Hubbard and Hazel Neman 
back to work after their leaves of absence 
due to illness. ... We extend a wel- 
come to the following new employees— 
Mrs. Theresa Carter, Genevieve Elward. 
Arleen Fitzpatrick, Marjorie Hawes, and 
Betty Schmidt on Information; Helen 
Boydston, Leona Woznick, Sarilee Kuhn 
and Doris Kramer on Toll. ... Della 
Wilcox who never believed in ghost 
stories ‘or the like’ says nevertheless 
there’s something funny when a glass 
tumbler sitting on a stand by the radio, 
to which she was listening, suddenly 


The scenes above are from the camera of Margaret Ann Rech, operator at David 
City, who has kindly sent them to us for publication. They represent the activities at 
the May breakfast which we understand is an annual affair held by the operators at 
the Builer County metropolis. Facing the camera at left are Nadine Smith, Betty 
Northway, Evelyn Soukup, Margaret Cornell, Leora Weyand, Chief Operator Irene Swan 
and Lucille Helgoth. At right, Mrs. Helgoth, Lena Conrad, Betty Okrina, Emily Hanus, 
Gloria Humlicek, Patricia Emerson and Margaret Ann Rech. 


burst into a thousand pieces filling the 
place with glass! Della, who was in the 
next room at the time, still shakes her 
head, perplexedly upon inquiry — 
“Strange things have been known to hap- 
pen!” ... Vacationers include Eleanor 
Davies, La Vonne Reckling, Marion 
Staberg, Carol Strohm, La Wanna Bacon, 
Pearl Varga who went to Boston, Massa- 
chusetts to see her boy friend and Betty 
Hinman who flew to Greeley, Colorado 
to see her sister-in-law, Phyllis Hinman, 
formerly Phyllis Rising, and husband. 
.. . Mrs. Georgia Smith vacationed in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. . . . New toll 
classes include Helen Boydston and 
Leona Woznick taught by De Lores 
Glover; Sarilee Kuhn and Doris Kramer 
instructed by Della Wilcox. . . . Shower 
and weddings are the order of the day 
come June, and several of our girls are 
busily planning their trousseaus and 
walking on air. Dorothy Ann Adkisson 
gave a shower for Arvilla McMahon, who 
is resigning to be married. De Lores 
Glover, Ruth Marcks and Arvilla McMa- 
hon were the honorees at a going away 
shower given at the Continental Room 
by the Supervisors. . . . We extend con- 
gratulations to our newly-weds. La 
Wanna Graham was married to William 
Bacon on April 30 at Pawnee City, at 
the groom’s home; Marion Jelinek was 
married May 1 at the Trinity Methodist 
Church to Jack Staberg; and Helen Knott 
was united in marriage to Arthur Sexton 
at Council Bluffs, Iowa on May 17.... 
Miss Melba Richards spent a recent 
week-end at her home in Hastings... . 
Genevieve Griffin, motorcycle enthusi- 
ast of our department, took part in the 
State Gypsy Tour on June 6... . Ruth 
Marcks and her husband are moving to 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where Mr. 
Marcks will be associated with the West- 
inghouse Company under the student 
training plan. Don’t forget us away back 
in Nebraska, Ruth! .. . Dorothy Bryan 
has been given a supervisor classifi- 
cation and supervisor rates have been 
given to Lillian Schafer and Patricia 


Morrow. New desk rate classifications 
include De Lores Snodgrass, Irene Woz- 
nick, Wilma Hudson, Ina Ozenbaugh, 
Della Wilcox, Mary Stava, Shirley 
George and Ruth McCracken. ... We 
have a horse-woman in our midst—and 
didn’t even know it—only Donnie 
couldn’t walk the next day! We wonder 
how the poor horse felt. ... And then 
there are the “golfing people” who really 
have been getting a workout in the hot 
sun. Les Davies is the teacher—the 
students—Ann Forst, Mable Volpp, Don- 
nie Gault and Phyllis Jones. ... The 
problems and inconveniences occasioned 
by the annual housecleaning and paint- 
ing have often been enumerated but the 
one in which Melba Richards was in- 
volved when she and her room-mate, 
Myra Metcalf, had their apartment 
painted is most worthy of note. A sol- 
dier’s uniform belonging to Myra’s 
brother was being taken care of by her 
and hung in a bag in their closet. Upon 
her arrival home from work one evening 
Miss Richards was surprised to see a 
soldier’s uniform hanging outside their 
apartment, removed from the bag. She 
promptly took the suit in and hung it 
in the closet. Soon afterward she heard 
verbal explosions occurring up and down 
the hall. Upon investigation she beheld 
one of the painters, working in the build- 
ing, frantically searching every nook and 
corner, declaring (with many amplifying 
phrases), “I hung it right here and I’ve 
got to report at National Guard tonight!” 
Miss Richards reports the restoration of 
the uniform to its owner was not an 
easy matter. ... Mrs. Mary Emerson 
spent a recent week-end in Chicago. ... 
Iva Mae Upton and her husband visited 
their homes in Hastings. . . . Melba 
Richards, Frances Harmon and Pearl 
O’Hehir attended the Ice Follies. 


General Traffic and Cafeteria 
By Betty Hansen 


Charles Peachman’s long stemmed iris 
have been enjoyed by both the cafeteria 
staff and the patrons. George Mann sur- 
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prised us with the very first peonies, and 
they were really large ones. These flow- 
ers have helped make our cafeteria look 
like the breath of spring. ... Myra 
Metcalf of the General Traffic Office 
vacationed in Illinois during May, and 
at this writing is probably having the 
time of her life. . . . Mrs. Kelley had a 
week’s vacation, but spent it at home, 
doing her spring house cleaning... . 
Mrs. Eva Lebo traveled to Chadron for 


her vacation. ... We are sorry to lose 
Mrs. Clara Mitchell who is leaving us the 
fifth of June. ... Marie Reinert was 


called to Lincoln, Kansas, because of 
the death of her cousin. 


Southern District 


Auburn 
Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 
“In the spring a young man’s fancy,” 
certainly held true around our office. 
One of our operators, Marjorie Lampe, 


was married to Alvin DeBuhr. Lots of — 


luck, Marjorie. ... Colleen Keithley, 
commercial clerk, came to work the other 
morning sporting a diamond. Congratu- 


lations, Colleen. ... We bid a _ fond 
farewell to Thelma Harris, who resigned 
to live in Indianapolis, Indiana... . We 


welcome Edna Clark and Jennie Snow, 
who have joined our staff of operators. 
. . . Monica Lempka has returned from 
her vacation trip to Chokio, Minnesota 
where she visited her brother. . . . Mrs. 
Ida Keedy is now taking her vacation, 
but more about that next month. 


Beatrice 
Shirley Gish, Correspondent 

Christine Mason spent several days in 
Omaha visiting her parents. Upon re- 
turning, we noticed she had acquired the 
“New Look” by exchanging her long 
tresses for short, curly locks....A pleas- 
ant surprise came for Plant, Traffic and 
Commercial Department this week. 
L. T. & T. has supplied us with a coke 
vending machine and it is really doing 
the business. Another great treat for 
us is the installation of an air condi- 
tioner in the commercial office. ... 
Well, if you’ll excuse us we’re going to 
relax for a minute with a coke in this 
beautiful cool air. 


Dorchester 


We are happy to report that Mrs. 
Jones’ health is improving. However, it 
will still be a little while before she 
can return to work. 

Friend 
Hotilda Eurich, Correspondent 

We are happy to have Marie Gifford 
home from the hospital. She’s feeling 
fine, and says she will be back to work 
soon. 

Tecumseh 
Mary Estes, Correspondent 

Miriam Carter began her vacation the 
11th of May and is spending the time at 
her home in Louisville, Nebraska... . 


wt 


Mrs. James Howarth of Atlantic, Iowa, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Robt. Soash and son 
from St. Paul, Minn. were recent visitors 
of Golda Thompson. ...Mary Kalin 
visited her parents at Steinauer the 15th 


and 16th of May. . .. We are sorry to 
lost Norma Jean Buchanan, who resigned 
recently to be married. . . . Arlene Gow 


has been ill at her home this past week 
with the flu. 


Wilber 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 
Lillie Labart spent a few days at her 
home at Lushton. 


Western District 


Goldia M. Simmons, Associate Editor 


Fairmont 

Ethel Patrick, the chief operator at 
Fairmont, has spent one week of her 
vacation from May 3-10. She visited 
her sister, Mrs. A. D. Hutchinson and 
family at Bartlesville, Oklahoma, and 
Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Kaltenbarn in 
Topeka, Kansas. ... Elizabeth Little, 
of the Fairmont Traffic Department, 
spent the first week of her vacation 
taking care of her husband who re- 
cently returned home from the Lincoln 
General Hospital. On May 12 
Laura Jean Baker, of the Fairmont 
Traffic Department, celebrated her 
birthday. In the evening her fellow 
employees honored her at a party, which 
was supposed to be a surprise. But like 
all surprises, the office force believed 
she knew about it. The evening was 
spent playing cards. At a late hour ice 
cream and angel food cake was served. 

_ Seems that since the last time the 
news was written nearly all of the girls 
have spent at least one day in Lincoln 
shopping. Could it be they’re trying to 
achieve the “new look” in the Fairmont 
office. ... Mrs. Ralph O’Connor, a 
former operator in York, visited in the 
Fairmont office on May 19. 


Geneva 
Betty Schupbach, Correspondent 

We have two new operators in the 
Geneva Traffic Department. They are 
Maxine Stoltenberg and Francis Stei- 
der. Welcome to your new jobs, girls. 
_. , Erma Dixon, of the Traffic Depart- 
ment, spent Sunday, May 9 in Hastings 
visiting her nephew... . Evalyn Du- 
Bois, a former employee here in the 
Geneva Traffic Department and now an 
employee in the Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment, was a visitor in the Geneva office 
on May 24. We were all glad to see 
you again, Evalyn. ... Irene Combs, 
traveling chief operator, was a visitor in 
the Geneva office during the past month. 
_.. Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Crew and Mr. 
and Mrs. eno J. Weis attended the 
pioneer party in Lincoln on May 14. 


Harvard 
Anna Larson spent a weekend with 
Mr. and Mrs. William Sharkey and 


family. ... Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Bren- 
neman spent May 2 in Omaha... .Mr. 
and Mrs. Ira Fishback and Mrs. Carey 
Wollingford visited Arbor Lodge at Ne- 
braska City recently. 


Hastings 
Lola J. Shuler, Correspondent 

The epidemic has struck in the Hast- 
ings area also, and most of the girls are 
suffering from the pangs of the old dis- 
ease “Spring Fever’’. Even Miss 
Alldritt has an occasional violet or dan- 
delion stuck in her lapel. She seems to 
be a little disgusted with the fact that 
someone cut the tall hedge between her 
house and that of the neighbors, be- 
cause it isn’t near as easy to swipe the 
neighbor’s snowball flowers. . . . Leap 
Year has proved to be a very prosperous 


one for many of the girls—the wedding 
bells have chimed recently for Lois Wil- 
liams, JoAnn McDonald and Dorothy 
Evers. They have all resigned to be- 
come housekeepers. We wish you all 
success and happiness in the future and 
in your new careers. ... Yes, spring is a 
time of the most wonderful things, but 
maybe Miss White disagrees with me, 
she is recovering from a tonsillectomy. 
... We welcome our two new toll 
students, Mrs. Jensen and Miss Aulner 
and hope they will like long distance. 

. I think it is a little early for 
swimming but Miss Pearson, Chief Oper- 
ator, doesn’t seem to think so. It seems 
she had no choice. A water pipe in 
her home broke and made things just 
a wee bit damp... . Miss Pearson’s 


Andrens Vindicated—We Apologize, Sir! 


In a recent issue of the “News” 
we published the picture of Rod 
Andrews at right with the follow- 
ing caption, “Rod Andrews of the 
General Traffic Department 
claims that he does his best think- 
ing when he can just close his eyes 
for a moment. The cameraman 
caught him in the act of arriving 
at a particularly difficult deci- 
sion.” 


Mr. Andrews took exception to 
our picture asserting that it did 
not portray him in kis usual state 
of spirited exuberance. We were 
particularly joyful therefore when 
the picture below depicting Rod in 
an animated conversation with 
Tyler Ryan of Tecumseh reached 
our hands. We publish it in all hu- 


mility with the frank admission 


that true justice was not done in 
our original pose of the subject. 


You are vindicated, Mr. An- 
drews, and we apologize, sir! 
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Maurice Franklin, voucher supervisor, says ‘Let's 
take a look at the record” as he looks up a docu- Howard Lahr. 


ment in the Accounting Department files. 


mother has been away and we are in- 
clined to think she might be in need of 
some plates when she returns. How 
about it Miss Pearson would you like 
us all to donate one paper plate apiece? 

. . The telephone office has undergone 
a spring cleaning and the painting is 
really nice, although the girls at the in- 
formation desk expected to have a 
bucket of paint or water on their heads 
at any instant. He doesn’t seem like 
much of a hero to us, but ask Rosetta 
Habben about the fellow who came to 
her aid when the door locked one night 
-—and she was gotten out via the roof— 
was he barefoot, too, Rosetta? ... We 
won't say Mrs. Meester, Night Chief 
Operator, is old fashioned but after the 
other night she prefers the “old look’’ 
in headsets. She thought she had lost 
the mouth piece and hunted on the floor 
frantically until she all but gave up, 
only to find that the mouth piece was 
delicately tucked under one of her double 
chins... . It has been an old saying for 
many years that two heads are better 
than one but we are not so sure that 
Rosetta Habben will agree with the idea. 
So it seems recently Rosetta’s father 
was chopping wood and the ax handle 
broke end the head of the ax flew in 
Rosetta’s direction, and unfortunately 
two heads were put together, Rosetta’s 
head and the ax’s head. I say unfortu- 
nately because Rosetta got her head cut 
on the side... . Betty Willmes resigned 
and has left to make her home in Long 
Beach, California. We wish you all the 


luck in the world, Betty. ... Others who 


have left our midst are Virginia 
Knapp, who has moved to Colo- 
rado, Ethel Adrian, June Dal- 
heim, and Alta Wollovetz. ... 
What does the poison ivy plant 
look like? ‘That is a good ques- 
tion and if anyone finds out 
please let Goldia Simons, Dis- 
trict Office, know because she 
only knows what it looks like in 
the rash stage on a person’s feet. 
It must be awkward trying to 
scratch poison ivy while walking 
to work, or isn’t it, Goldie??? 
Those who attended the 
Pioneer Annual Banquet from 
the Hastings Area were: Mr. and 
Mrs. Lyle Piper, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Ross, Mr. and Mrs. C. E. 
Hedstrom, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Dudgeon, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
Cummings, Mrs. B. L. Herzog, 
Mrs. Dick Stephenson, Mr. Lyle 
Young, Mrs. Belle Meester, Mr. 
D. C. Wilson, Mr. Ralph Wait, 
Mr. E. J. Flowerday, Mrs. Max 
Walker, Misses Moreane AIll- 
dritt, Goldia Simons, Minnie 
Schlitt, Bea Rohrer, A. Marie 
Pearson, Jessie Van Trump, Mr. 
. . . A bus was 
chartered for the ones who did- 
n’t go by automobile, and natur- 
ally a good time was had by all.... 
We couldn’t possibly have gotten 
along without Bill Ross, Frieda Hoffman 
Ross’ husband, because he was the 
leader of all of the songs. ... We thought 
we had lost Marie Pearson, Chief Oper- 
ator, for a moment until we found her 
elmost in the bottom of the bus. Those 
drop seats are certainly low aren’t they 
Miss Pearson? . Lyle Piper didn’t 
seem to mind their lowness in the least 
because he had three of them down and 
was in a horizontal position. How he 
could rest with all that racket is beyond 
us! ... The fright of the evening was 
at the moment we were a block from 
our destination, The Cornhusker Hotel, 
and the bus driver couldn’t get the gears 
to shift. Imagine our plight! ... We 
finally reached our destination and were 
entertained from the moment we stepped 
from the bus until we reached home 
again. We can say that we have never 
had so much fun before, thanks to the 
Pioneer Association. 


Hebron 
Evelyn Dankenbring, Correspondent 


We welcome Patricia Barnes to the 
Traffic Department. We hope you will 
enjoy your work, Patricia. . . . Ernie 
Wellman, of the Plant Department, and 
Margaret, Regina, and Mary Beth- 
scheider, Traffic Department, attended 
the Pioneer Association Banquet at Lin- 
coln, May 14. Mrs. Wellman also at- 
tended as a guest. 

Ohiowa 

Bess Nippert, Chief Operator, has 

been vacationing for two weeks. She 


spent part of it in Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
visiting her brother. She then went to 
Villisca, Iowa, to visit her son and fam- 
ily. She intends to spend the rest of 
her vacation at home. Mrs. Sims, her 
sister, is taking her place while she is 
gone. . . . Louise Dunsey, the assistant 
operator at Ohiowa, went to Lincoln on 
Sunday, May 23. She went with the 
idea of going on a picnic. Rain seemed 
to do away with the sunny thoughts of a 
picnic. 
Osceola 
Mrs. Betty I. Beebe, Correspondent 


Mr. Olson enjoyed the “Get Together” 
at Hastings for Max Walker and Mr. 
Babe Combs. He also stated that the 
chicken dinner was delicious. . . . Re- 
grouping of the lines at Polk, Stroms- 
burg, and Osceola by Lyle Piper and 
his gang is rapidly coming to a close 
with about 75% of the work completed. 


Polk 


Ciara Anderson, Traffic Department, 
enjoyed the Mother and Daughter Ban- 
quet at Lincoln May 7... We have two 
Grand Island shoppers this month, Joyce 
and Ada Springer. 

Shickley 


The Shickley exchange has a new as- 
sistant operator. She is Lucille Steider. 
She has taken her sister’s position, who 
recently transferred to Geneva. 


Stromsburg 


Mr. L. C. Williams has again been 
a champion, winning the York City All 


Event Bowling Trophy for 1948. 


Superior 
Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 

The girls in the Traffic Department 
have been enjoying a visit from Miss 
King the last few days. Miss King has 
her voice recorder here with her... . 
Miss Clarinda Lake, Traffic Depart- 
ment, has purchased a home here in 
town. ... Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kubat 
attended the Annual Pioneer Banquet 


Baseball Schedule 


Here is the schedule for the mens’ L. T. 
and T. baseball team for the second round 
of the season. Games are played at Muni 
field at 5:45 on week days and 2:30 on 
Sunday. Come on out and enjoy yourself 
and give the boys a boost with your root- 
ing. Further details appear in another 


story this issue. 


Cornhusker Hotel......:.....-..-...... June 15 
Bankers Life of Des Moines....June 22 
Navy Reserve.....-------+--sessee June 27 
Civehimian: MOtOr cious. cssicess tse July 4 
LaWIOTS -2vceensenucnssensesndessesese snnviene July 15 


The schedule for the girls’ softball 
games was not made up as we went to 
press. Games will be posted on Lincoln 


bulletin boards. Watch for them. 
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in Lincoln, the evening of May 14... . 
Jessie Van Trump, formerly employed 
in the Superior Traffic Department, and 
now at Hastings, was a recent visitor. ... 
Mr. L. P. Young, District Manager, and 
Goldia Simons were also recent visitors. 


Sutton 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 


Mr. Fred Adkins, J. H. Mankamyer, 
Chuck Salisbury, and- Duane Grove at- 
tended the Farewell Party in honor of 
Max Walker and W. F. Combs....C. A. 
Salisbury is helping install telephones 
for the Cut-over at Bruning. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Mankamyer, Mrs. and Mrs. 
C. A. Salisbury, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Cassell, and Miss Edith Sleiger attended 
the Pioneer Banquet at Lincoln. 


York 


Norma DeBoer, Correspondent 

Girls, don’t look now but we have a 
criminal in or around our midst. No 
need to ask Edna “TIwo-Gun” Mar- 
quardt the details for all she says is, “I 
ain’t talking!” The crime took place on 
a dark, cold and windy day. “Two-Gun,” 
drove the car around the square several 
times then parked in front of the bank. 
She left the motor running and ran into 
the bank. No, she wasn’t going to rob 
the bank (she was already loaded, it 
was pay day) but in her haste she failed 
to put a penny in the meter. It’s a good 
thing Edna got paid that very day. She 
had to pay a huge fine of $.05. Who 
said “Crime Doesn’t Pay?” ... Mrs. 
Pflughaupt spent the weekend in 
Beatrice visiting Lela Watson. On the 
return trip she saw the Freedom Train. 
_. . Two new faces you have all been 
seeing around here are Katherine Camp- 
bell and La Von Schwab. You are all 
probably wondering why these new girls 
get a twenty minute refreshing relief. 
Well, they were only supposed to have 
fifteen minutes. but they ran down to 
Meradiths and went by the clock on the 
corner. Well, you know how the clock 
on the corner keeps time. During their 
relief now, La Von and Katherine can 
be seen sitting on the arm of the couch 
looking at the clock, waiting to go back 
to the operating room. . The tele- 
phone office just gets over one marriage 
and then Alice McCartney up and an- 
nounces her approaching wedding day, 
which will be June 6th. So don’t any- 
one be surprised if you find yourself 
carrying on a one-sided conversation 
with the bride-elect, for she comes to 
work and for hours she plans the things 
she must do before June 6th. She goes 
home and in less than four minutes she 
has forgotten them. . . . There’s a spar- 
kle about Ruth Swanson, Cashier, these 
days and it is more evident in the en- 
gagement ring on her hand. Congratu- 
lations, Ruth. ... Luree McCarty spent 
the weekend of May Ist in Kansas City. 
... Ardith Peters is spending her vaca- 
tion in Texas. 


A warm up session prior to one of the early season games. 


Baseball Fever Rising 


It may be that the good old days are on 
their way back. One of the more grat- 
ifying signs of their revival has been 
the marked upsurge of interest, this 
spring, in the game of baseball. There 
was a generation of school-kids who could 
scarcely identify a baseball, and even then 
called it a “hardball” and relegated it 
back to the days of the horse and buggy, 
and other antiquated things and ideas 
that were associated with their parents. 
This year the juvenile ranks of most towns 
seem to be stirring with more than the 
usual amount of pre-vacation activity as 
the neighborhood has been scouted for 
playing talent, hardball teams organized 
and challenges hurled at other teams on 
the far side of town. 

Interest is also on the rise in telephone 
employee ranks as the first L. T. & T. 
team in many years has taken the field. 
Their opening game was played on May 
13 when they succumbed in the late 
innings to a classy Cornhusker Hotel team 
by the score of 7 to 1. Four more games 
were played during the balance of the 


month with the Telephones winning from 
Bankers Life of Des Moines 7 to 4 and 
Walton 13 to 9 and losing to Naval Re- 
serve 6 to 1 and Pawnee City 7 to 4. 
The rooters share Manager Bottorff’s 
opinion that, given a few more weeks of: 
practice and seasoning, a winning com- 
bination is sure to.come out of the pres- 
ent roster. 

As this is written the Lincoln girls 
softball team has not yet begun their 
official season. Manager Brady has 
scheduled several practice games and 
admits that the girls have the makings of 
another strong team. Several promising 
rookies are on the squad and are ex- 
pected to bolster up the few weak spots 
which were in evidence in the past. The 
Telephone girls were always noted for 
their power with the willow, and re- 
ports from the practice sessions indicate 
that they have not lost their batting eye. 
Both teams need rooters in the stands be- 
hind them, and we recommend, for your 
pleasure, a visit to the ball diamond when 
either of them take the field. 


The squad for 1948. Left to right back row, Guy Seaton, personnel director; Chick 
Smith, Tom Wilson, Bo Wilson, Ray Zimmerman, Russ White, R. E. Baxter, Harold 
Tejcha, Roland Delaney, and Clem Bottorff, the team’s hard working manager-player. 
Front row, Don Robinette, Jim Geist, Lee Rauch, Bob Hawkins, Lee Davis, Al Dougherty 
and Dick Anderson. Seated in front is the squad’s mascot and bat boy, Roger Bottorff. 


Official scorekeeper is Dean Hobson. Noi 


Wayne Robinetie. 


aff 23 Ye 


in picture, John Finley, Don Smith and 


WHEN HARRY PALMQUIST NOTICED Tt 
PASSERS-BY TURNED TO STARE AS 1 ue 
ALONG, HE THOUGHT THEY WERE ADMIRING 
THE Nel! PAINT JOB ON HIS MODEL-A. 
HE DIDN'T DISCOVER FOR SEVERAL DAYS 
THAT THE ATTRACTION WAS A MAMMOTH 
WET PANT BIEN STRUNG ACROSS THE BACK 
OF THE CAR BY THE BO¥S AT ”3" OFFICE ! 


YOU AINT DOING IT 
RIGHT- YOURE SUPPOSED 
0 BREAK YOUR LEG 
WHEN YOU LIGHT 
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JESS ELLIS AND JACK ¢0 PUT A NEW 
ROOF ON THE DAVEY EXCHANGE BUIL 
AND WHILE NAILING IT ON NAGLAPOR 
JESS’ OVERALL LEG SAGGED OVER THE 


SEAM WHICH JACK WAS WORKING ON— 


TYLER RYAN TECUM SEH “FOUGHT THE STOREROOM 
FLOOR NEEDED A COAT OF PAINT 10 IMPROVE ITS 
LOOKS FOR THE “OPEN HOUSE" SO HE CHANGED 
INTO A RAGGED PAIR OF OVERALLS AND PAINTED 
srisaaoln gale ee ork om 
R ETC. ON A CHAIR. 
af AND JACK , WITHOUT HESITATION, NAILE 
INTHE FAR CORNER OF THE ROOM: + «+... |] rT FIRMLY 10 THE ROOF AS THEY PASSED. 
wxson | CACH OTHER. 
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meee oes , T_T Was BILL WHO WOUND UPTHE GAME WITH A BROKEN ANKLE., 
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TOWN COUNCIL AT DORCHESTER To EXPLAIN \G we RE en TO —— THAT 


50OME THINGS ABOUT CABLE~<HE STARTE 
OUT TALKING ABOUT CONDUCTOR ipl CHARLIE MESHIER , CHAMPION LEANERBACKER 
REQUIREMENTS BUT SOMEHOW HE GOT || OF BEATRICE, WAS INJURED ONLY IN DIGNITY 
BY HIS LATEST FALL FROM THE CHAIR ~ BUT 


IT INTO CUBIC FEET- AND REALLY QUOTED 
THE TOWN FATHERS SOME AMAZING FIGURES~ RLM CROILRELCHE 1 adel 
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MAX WALKER 5 RAPIDLY LEARNING TO 
DSFEND HIMSELF SINCE MOVING TO LINCOLN , 
BUT HE WASN'T PREPARED TO FIND RED:RIPE 
TOMATOES ON THE PLANTS HE HAD SET OUT 
ONLY A FEW DAYS BEFORE ~THE MYSTERY 
WAS SOLVED WHEN BERT HUDDLSSION TOLD OF 
HOW HE HAD CREPT INTO THE GARDEN ONE 

NIGHT AND GLUED RIPE CHERRISS ONTO THE 
BRANCHES OF THE NEW TOMATO PLANTS / 
{1 GOTTA FIND THAT CAR -% 

1 DONT DARE MEET 
=a —— : ue AGAIN | 


DELLA WILCOX, LINCOLN TRAFFIC, SPEAKS IN 
A FRIGHTENED WHISPER WHILE RELATING THE 
EPISODE OF THE GLASS TUMBLER WHICH SHATTERED INTO H THOUSAND 
PIECES AS IT SAT BESIDE HER RADIO DURING A HOT NUMBER . 


CHUCK SALISBURY ALMOST GOT CHASED OUT 
OF BRUNING WHERE HE WAS WORKING ON 
THE DIAL CONVERSION JOB. .. INSTALLING ft 
TELEPHONE IN THE CRAMPED QUARTERS OF A 
BEAUTY SHOPPE - CHUCK RAISED UP FROM 
HIS KNEES , AND THe LONG SCREWDRIVER HE 
CARRIED IN HIS BACK POCKET CAUGHT IN 
THE APRON ~ — ~OH WELL , CHUCK DOESNT 
WANT ANY MORE SAID ABOUT IT , AND 
ANYWAY IT'S TOO LONG H STORY . 


WHEN MELBA RICHARDS SPIED AN ARMY UNIFORM 
HANGING IN THE HALL OUTSIDE HER NEWLY PAINTED 
: APARTMENT, OHE CARRIED IT INSIDE AND HUNG IT 
me \ INTHE CLOSET, BELIEVING IT WAS THE ONE HER 
BS = (ROOMMATE, MYRA METCALF, WAS STORING 
FOR HER BROTHER , ~ ~ SOME MINUTES 
LATER SHE HEARD A VOCAL BOMBARDMENT 
FROM THE HALL WHERE ONE OF THE PAINTERS WHO WAS To REPORT FOR 
DUTY IN THE NATIONAL GUARDS RIGHT AFTSR WORK-WAS DESCRIBING 
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v= Late or THE SO-AND-SO WHO HAD STOLEN Hi5 GUARD UNIFORM. 
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Gari TAR ON THO HOUR PARKING ONE. EEE apes MM HALE TOOK A ZONE OUTSIDE THE GENERAL ONICe. i 
MORNING> BUT COULDN'T REMEMBER WHeRc 11 £- Ea suonr cur unite ppiving | | BUILDING WAS~-A.B.WATERS, <—" 
SO HE DASHED TO THE STREET AND SPENT A 3D TO THE BOWLERS’ DINNER 
SOLID HOUR WALKING THE TO HOUR ZONES| EE FIN WEST LINCOLN - AND 
FOR BLOCKS AROUND THE OFFICE BUILDING ty “ FINALLY ARRIVED FROM THE 
AND SUDDENLY REMEMBERED THAT HE- =~" © WRONG DIRECTION AFTER PASSING 


HE CAME To WORK. THAT MORNING . 
_———— 


Lincoln Telephone News 


JULY 


1948 


Left: Bill Eckles, Jr., is shown escorting a group through the 
new building. The kiddies were among the most interested of 
the visitors and their questions kept the guides, Bill Eckles and 
W. H. Husing on their toes during the tours. 


Right: Area Manager Tyler Ryan (extreme right) explains the 
power supply unit and the workings of the dial switches to an 
interested group of guests. 


Cecumseh Holds Open Nouse 


ee NEW ‘Tecumseh telephone 


building and equipment stood in- 


spection before the. people on the 


community in an “Open House” on 
June 7 and 8, to which the public 
had been invited to come and view 
the intracacies of their brand new 
telephone system. 

Three hundred seventy six re- 
sponded, some of them coming from 
as far as Steinauer, Sterling and 
Cook. Their primary interest, of 
course, was the dial switching equip- 
ment, and it was with some diffi- 
culty that the guides, William H. 
Husing and William L. Eckles, Jr., 
were able to induce the groups to 
move along fast enough to keep the 
building from being congested by the 
crowds coming in behind them. Inci- 


Left: Arlene Gow (right), Tecumseh’s attractive assistant chief 
operator, relaxes during the proceedings of the open house with a 
visiting friend, Miss Erma Wehmer, in the comfortably appointed 


operators’ lounge. 


dentally, a great deal of credit is due 
these two young men for their tact- 
ful handling of the visitors, which 
had much to do with the success of 
the open house. 

As official host, Area Manager 
Tyler Ryan was kept busy greeting 
the visitors and acting as spare guide 
when needed. Mary Kalin and Jerry 
Murphy, commercial clerks, helped 
in assembling the groups and did the 
farewell honors by presenting each 
guest, on their departure, with favors 
and advertising booklets. 

The course of the tour was first 
through the equipment room, where 
the test panel, switches, power plant 
and back of the manual board were 
explained, then to the operating room 
where the new, modern four position 


board was proudly displayed by 
Chief Operator Mary Bornemeier 
and her assistants, then to the oper- 
ators’ lounge, and finally to the new 
business office, where the presenting 
of favors concluded the tour. 

The attendance would undoubt- 
edly have been much higher but for 
the fact that most of the civic clubs, 
high school classes and interested 
neighbors have already visited the 
building, not being content to wait 
until Mr. Ryan and his staff were 
officially prepared to receive them. 
It was probably just as well, because 
few more could have been accom- 
modated during the open house. In 
fact the tours were still going strong 
at 10:30 P.M. on the second day, 
although the advertised time for 
closing was 9:30. 


Right: The conclusion of one of the many interesting tours in 
Tecumseh’‘s new business office. Jerry Murphy, cashier, and Mary 
Kalin, clerk (behind the counter), presented each visitor with a 


souvenir gift and advertising booklets as they left the building. 


Above, left: Foreman Otto Buck with members of his construction crew at Hastings are sworn in to the new Army Signal Corps 


Unit by Major Carl Goering of the Lincoln Reserve Office. 


Left to right, the Major, Mr. Buck, Charles McClure, 


J. L. Summers, 


M. Heath and P. V. Eckles. Right: The Major with his secretary, Mrs. Waldo McDowell, pick a shady spot near Milford to enroll mem- 
bers of G. A. Foster’s construction crew which, since Mr. Foster’s illness, has been supervised by George Wasson. In the background, 
left to right, are J. Billings, Don Smith, Dale Weaver and E. J. Hoaglin. Seated in front are Lynn Higgins and R. G. Bruning. 


Our thanks to F. W. Morris of the 
Lincoln Business Office who composed 
this article for the “News.’> Much of 
the responsibility of organizing the 
unit has been entrusted to him and he 
has done a fine job of contacting the 
groups throughout the territory of the 
Company and working in cooperation 
with Major Goering in initiating the 
plan. We are indebted to him also for 
the pictures of the organizational pro- 
cedures. 


VHE United States, in peace time, 
has to maintain an adequate mili- 
tary force in order to protect its 
property and citizens at home and 
abroad. It is undesirable to keep a 
large force of men in uniform be- 
cause of the resulting drain of man- 
power needed by industry and be- 
cause of the great cost involved. In 
order to maintain its required 
strength and be prepared for emer- 
gencies, the army has organized its 
forces in three different components: 
the regular Army, the National 
Guard and the Reserve Corps. 

The Army has a standing force 
ready at all times. The National 
Guard is ready to help in emergen- 
cies in this country, or back up the 
regular Army at home or abroad. 


Army Signal Lorps 


Unit Urganized 


They can be called out by the Gov- 
ernor of their states. They have 
training one night each week and 
go to Summer Camps two weeks 
each year. 


The Army Reserve Corps is made 


up of men in civilian life who have 
had previous Army training or those 
with no training. Meetings are held 
one or two nights each month. Mem- 
bers may study at home by exten- 


(Continued on Page 12) 


B. I. Noble, assistant vice president and general manager, discusses plans for the 
organization of the unit with Major Goering and F. W. Morris of the Lincoln business office. 
Below: ‘Recruits’ for the new reserve unit. Left to right, Claude Clary, Jr., of the 
Beatrice Plant Department; Marvin Pilford and Lyle Reighard of P. A. Wilkinson's con- 
struction crew photographed at 2lst & L in Lincoln; and, at Hastings, Major Goering, 
Robert Leeck, William Becker, George Burt, Don Jones, Duane Fagler and Floyd Rowlison. 


Waldo Harrington, the Shaker Man 


See Waldo Harrington, of the Tecumseh plant 

department, have a complaint to make about his 
hobby, it would be that no one has invented a high- 
sounding title to describe it. Collectors of coins and 
medals are known as numismatists; if one has a yen for 


postage stamps, he is called a philatelist; but a collector 
of salt and pepper shakers belongs to a society of so 
tew membefts that they are as yet unnamed. 


Waldo began his “shaker” collection back in 1937 
and he was impelled by no other motive than the thought 
that he needed a hobby. He looked carefully over the 
field and decided that a collector of condiment shakers 
had certain advantages over most others. Every city or 
hamlet he might visit; every “dime store” or china de- 
partment would open new vistas for pursuing additions 
to the array. His collection grew swiftly for the first few 
years, and by 1942 he had accumulated a thousand sets, of 
different designs, most of them of the common “garden 
variety. In April, of that year, 1021 sets of his collection 
were displayed as one of the hobby series in the windows 
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Mr. Harrington siands beside one of his several interesting dis- 
plays of shakers. He is holding a collection of vegetable shakers 
while in the case beside him from the top down we see groups 
of birds, animals, human figures and a varied assortment in the 
lower case. His collection of well over 1300 sets comes from nearly 
20 different countries and is valued at $1,000. We asked him which 
shakers they put on the table for every day use and he somewhat 


sheepishly admitted that they often forget the salt and pepper. 


of the general office building in Lincoln, and attracted 
a great deal of attention and comment. 

By this time he had swept the retail counters clean and 
was finding it exceedingly difficult to find a design which 
he did not already possess. The fact that nearly every 
nook and cranny of his home overflowed with shakers 
deterred him not in the least—the chase was only now 
getting interesting. He began to join collectors’ clubs, and 
to subscribe to various hobby journals, which led to a 


Among the cleverest of the Harrington groups is his ’’animal 
band” which is complete with string, brass and wood sections 
and of course a conductor. 


massive undertaking on correspondence with others of 
the field, and prize pieces began to come into his 
possession. 


Today his collection carries a conservative value 
of $1,000, and includes imported items from Canada, 
Mexico, Holland, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, 
Ireland, England, France, Belgium, Germany, Czecho- 
slovakia, Italy, Central America, Cuba, and other coun- 
tries. They range from capsule-sized miniatures to giant 
statues of a negro couple nearly a foot high. They come 
in china, pottery, wood, corn-cob and plastic, and con- 
tain all the hues of the rainbow. 


Waldo maintains a steady stream of correspondence 
with people all over America and in foreign countries, and 
with them he trades and buys as the collection slowly 
increases in size. 

He now has 1340 sets catalogued and an indeterminate 
number of individual pieces, many of which are used to 
construct scenes, or bowls of flowers, fruits or vegetables. 
On a table top is spread an orchestra of nineteen human 
figures playing their instruments; nineteen more shakers 
compose his animal band. A pretty wedding scene 1s 
complete with minister, bride, groom, matron of honor, 
best man, flower girls and bridesmaids while twelve pieces 
have been painstakingly matched to compose a comedy 
setting for a duck wedding. 

The second floor of the Harrington home has been, 
to a large extent, turned over to displaying the accumu- 
lation, and nearly every available surface is used as part 
of the arrangement. Here, also, can be seen Mrs. Harring: 
ton’s setting of 222 china dogs, for she too has the collec- 
tors fever. An hour spent in viewing the vast expanse of 
figures made it easy to see the necessity for Waldo’s 
present ambition to erect a separate building to house and 
display the Harrington collections. 
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The ladies’ party turned out to be a highl 
“News” reporters can testify from persona 


th 


HE 1947-48 Lincoln employees’ 


bowling season came to an offi. 


cjal close with two bowlers’ dinners 
which were held at Sandy’s Club 
Cafe in West Lincoln. Rule number 
one of the unwritten by-laws calls 
for the jack pot to be expended fora 
banquet spread before the season can 
be considered at an end 
good rule, as thirty ladies and fifty- 
seven men agree. 

The ladies sat down to their steak 
and chicken dinners on Wednesday, 
May 26 with nearly the entire roster 
on hand. A big evening of good 
food, harmony, and dancing left its 
mark in throaty voices and sore mus- 
cles for days to come. Alvina Miller, 
who has had much to do with the 
formation and record keeping of the 
league, was in charge of the arrange- 
ments. Nominations were made for 
candidates for the offices of the 
league, and they will be voted upon 
at the beginning of the season next 


fall. 


The mens’ group had their feast 
on Sunday, June 6, the guiding hand 
of this affair being Carl Ahl, league 
secretary. Ballots previously pre- 
pared by a nominating committee 
were distributed to all members 


and it’s a 
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present and the results of the elec- 


tion, which were announced during 
the evening, disclosed the officers for 
the coming season to be Howard 
Spahnle, to succeed Rolland Winders 
as president; Byron Pattison succeed- 
ing C. C. Donley as vice president, 
and Carl Ahl, re-elected secretary. 


y successful and enjoyable occasion as your 
1 observation. Thanks for inviting us, gals. 


th 


The very short program featured the 
‘“Pionaires” the famous Walroth- 
Eggerss-Gorman- Mills quartette, 
who sang several numbers into a 
microphone, unaware that the con- 
traption was dead, and that no one 
could hear their noble efforts but 
themselves. | 


The man with the languid eyes and the necktie is Howard Spahnle, new president 
of the men’s league. Holding the cup which his Outside Service team won this year is 
the vice-president, Byron Pattison. Carl Ahl, re-elected secretary, credits his sylph-like 
figure to bowling. The girls, bless ‘em, just to be different will elect their officers 


next fall. 


Below: The boys line up outside of Sandy's for the ’’News’’ cameraman who risked 
his good health by taking the picture from the edge of a busy highway, all for the 


cause of bowling. 


Pioneers Elect New Officers 


O. L. Sturtevant T. E. Longdon 
President Vice President 


Ed Dulin 


Elsie Powell A. 


ALTO SUES OVL LL TA BL AG LAO GTR LIS 


Otto Nelsen 


Dorothy Lefler 
Treasurer Secretary 


B. Gorman 


Members of the Executive Committee 


HE EIGHTH annual election of 
officers and directors for the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter was held 
during early June and the results 
were announced by President George 
E. Walroth, in his report to the 
membership. Balloting was done by 
mail, and evidence of the high in- 
terest in the election was reflected 
in the unusual number of ballots re- 
turned for counting by June 21, the 
deadline—and the anniversary date 
of the Chapter. 
The election carried into office 
a group who have a long background 
of experience in Pioneer affairs, and 
each of whom has done a prodigious 
amount of work in various Chapter 
committees or offices in the years 
past. O. L. Sturtevant, the new 
president, is a charter member and 
served as Chapter treasurer in 1943, 
1944 and 1945. He was a member of 
the 1945 By-Laws and Ways and 
Means Committees and held the of- 
fice of vice president last year. His 
elevation to the Chapter’s highest 
office follows a trend which has 
been marked for the past five elec- 
tions, when the vice president, in 


each case, has succeeded to the 
presidency. 

Also elected to official posts were 
T. E. Longdon, of Fairbury, as vice 
president; Dorothy Lefler, Lincoln, 
as treasurer and Dewey Nelsen, Lin- 
coln, re-elected as secretary. A. B. 
Gorman and Elsie Powell, Lincoln, 
succeed R. M. Cleveland and Clara 
Jones as members of the executive 
committee for three year terms 
while, as the first act of the new pres- 
ident, A. E. Dulin was appointed to 


Longdon, which was vacated upon 
his election to the vice presidency. 
Other members of the executive 
committee serving unexpired terms 
are R. J. Ojers of Nebraska City, 
Mae Meduna of Wahoo and H. A. 
White of Lincoln. 

Under the direction of the retiring 
officers, the Chapter has enjoyed a 
most successful year, hizhlighted 
particularly by the enthusiasm and 
attendance at the eight social gather- 
ings which were held during this 
period at various points. In spite of 
food prices, and the high cost of 
nearly everything, the Chapter re- 
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tained its healthy financial condi- 
tion; balancing its budget, with even 
a few dollars to spare at year’s end. 
The annual banquet, which was held 
at the Cornhusker Ball Room in Lin- 
coln, on May 14, has been acclaimed 
the finest of all and will, no doubt, 
long remain in the memory of those 
who were in attendance. 

While plans for the coming year’s 
activities will not be fully formulated 
until a meeting of the general com- 
mittee is held, Mr. Sturtevant feels 
that the future holds much in prom- 
ise for increased membership and 
that the policy of holding small group 
meetings throughout the territory 
should be continued for the benefit 
of those who are unable to make the 
journey to Lincoln for the annual 
banquet. It is his thought that con- 
siderable effort should be directed 
toward these goals during the present 
fiscal year. 


Mr. Woods Receives 


Good Neighbor Award 
RANK H. WOODS, our founder 


and chairman of our board of 
directors, was among the distin- 
guished citizens of Nebraska to re- 
ceive a “Good Neighbor” award 
from the Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben. Mr. 
Woods was cited last month for his 
philanthropic activities in general 
and in particular for his gift to the 
city of Lincoln of the $65,000 Rogers 
tract as a site for a city auditorium. 

The awards are presented annu- 
ally to Nebraskans who perform 
outstanding public services without 
monetary rewards or personal gain. 
Mr. Woods received a good neigh- 
bor pin and a framed citation. 


New Vice President 


As the wheels of the presses were about 
to turn the announcement was made of 
the retirement of John H. Agee as vice 
president and general manager of our 
Company effective August 1 and the ap- 
pointment of B. I. Noble as vice president 
succeeding Mr. Agee. 

Mr. Agee has served in his present 
capacity for the past 22 years which have 
been marked with distinction and accom- 
plishment both to the Company and the 
industry. Mr. Noble joined the Company 
21 years ago and during recent years has 
scrved as assistant vice president and gen- 
eral manager. A complete story will ap- 
pear in Our next Issue. 


Jenkins Presides Over 
First Aid Section at 


Red Cross Convention 

LOYD JENKINS of the Lincoln 

Service Department was honored 
by the American Red Cross last 
month when he was chosen to pre- 
side over the first aid section of the 
annual convention of that organ- 
ization held in San Francisco. 

Lloyd has received national recog: 
nition for his outstanding work in 
first aid on other occasions. General 
“Hap” ‘Arnold gave him special 
commendation for writing the safety 
course for the Second Air Force and 
in 1943 he was named national safety 
ace by the National Safety Council. 
He has conducted first aid courses in 
schools as well as in most of Lin- 
coln’s industrial concerns. Since 1945 
he and a staff of assistants have 
taught 251 classes in first aid. At 
the present time he is chairman of 
first aid and accident prevention for 
the Lancaster County Chapter of the 
Red Cross. 

Mr. Jenkins is certainly deserving 
of congratulations and commenda- 


tion for his outstanding achieve- 
. . x Ps 
ments in this most worth while field 


of endeavor. 


New Building at Humboldt Under 


Construction 


HE construction of the new tele- 

phone building at Humboldt was 
started on June 22 when the first 
earth was turned in the excavation 
work. This was the first major step 
in the conversion of the exchange to 
dial operation which is scheduled 
for the latter part of this year. It is 
expected that the building will be 
completed by early fall and that the 
installation of the dial switching 
equipment will be started at that 
time. 

The building will be of brick con- 
struction, 20 by 58 feet in dimen- 
sion, and will be located one half 
block north of the square on Central 
Street. It will house the dial switch- 
ing equipment, the business office 
and will provide accommodations jor 
motor vehicle storage. After the cut- 
over long distance calls will be routed 
to Tecumseh by dial equipment and 
will be handled by operators in that 
toll center. 


Extensive additions and improve- 


it 
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ments in the outside plant will be 
made prior to the cutover and all 
subscribers will, of course, receive 
new dial instruments which will be 
installed by a special crew. The 
principal construction work will con- 
sist of the placing of 635 poles, 6,804 
feet of cable, 83 cable terminals and 
91 miles of wire. In addition about 
360 drops will be replaced. 


The conversion at Humboldt will 
involve a gross expenditure of well 
over $100,000 and will more than 
double the Company’s plant invest- 
ment there. The exchange at present 
is serving 168 business, 475 residence 


and 350 rural subscribers. 


ELEPHONE books get fat, ex- 

panding about 15 per cent in six 
months with normal usage. For ex- 
ample, during its half-year life span 
in the hands of the average sub- 
scriber, New York City’s big Man- 
hattan directory expands about a 
quarter inch. 
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Architect’s sketch of Humboldt’s new telephone building. 
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Three Retirements Announced 


NNOUNCEMENT is made by 

the Benefit Committee, of the 
retirement on pension of three well 
known and veteran employees, Mrs. 
Iva B. Clary, of the Weeping Water 
traffic department, Carl G. Hed- 
strom, merit cable splicer of the con- 
struction department, and Herbert 
Huddleston, general storekeeper, 
Lincoln. 


Mrs. Clary began her long record 
of service as Iva Maynard, in May, 
1920, when she was employed as 
chief operator at Otoe, and continued 
in that position until forced to re- 
sign because of ill health in October, 
1925. She returned to work for a 
few months during the summer of 
1927 but not until 1933 did she re- 
sume full time employment as chief 
operator-cashier. When the Otoe 
exchange was consolidated with that 
of Dunbar, in 1939, Mrs. Clary was 
transferred to Weeping Water as N. 
A. and L. operator, remaining there 
until the time of her retirement on 
May 16. She was affiliated with the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter of the 
Independent Telephone Pioneer 
Association, and is being presented 
with a life membership in that organ- 
ization with the compliments of the 
Company. She has moved back to 
Otoe, and plans on making that town 
her future home. 


Carl G. Hedstrom opened his tele- 
phone career with the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Company, in Lincoln, in Aug- 
ust 1910, working as an installer’s 
helper. He soon transferred to the 
cable department, and carried the 
rating of a cableman at the time of 
the consolidation of the two Lincoln 


errmremamncnarrnercer evens 


Carl G. Hedstrom 


Herbert Huddleston 


exchanges in 1912. In January, 1913, 
he became a cable splicer, and plied 
this trade in the Lincoln service and 
construction departments until a year 
ago. 

An assiduous craftsman, his name 
is a by-word for perfection in cable 
splicing. Only a few days ago, in a 
far corner of the territory, a cable- 
man opened a faulty splice and was 
heard to remark, “If Carl Hedstrom 
could see that splice he would go 
right up in smoke,” which may not 
have been stretching the truth very 
far. Two generations of splicers have 
learned their trade under Carl’s tute- 
lage, and the lessons are reflected in 
the quality of their work. A year ago 
Mr. Hedstrom was suddenly stricken 
with an illness which precluded his 
return to work, and his retirement on 
pension followed the period of the 
sickness disability benefits. He also 
belongs to, and will receive a life 
membership in, the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter of the Pioneers. The Hed- 
stroms plan to leave Nebraska and 
take up residence in Phoenix, Ari- 
zona, sometime this month. 


In the fall of 1912 the Company’s 
new general office building was be- 
ing erected and several of the ex- 
panding departments had to seek 
quarters elsewhere. The plant de- 
partment was temporarily located in 
the Bankers Life building, and the 
friendly young man who ran the 
elevator there made quite an impres- 
sion on Plant Superintendent Mark 
Caster, so much in fact that Mr. 
Caster offered him a job in the newly 
organized general shop, which was 
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then located on the second floor at 
1534 N Street. So on November 13, 
1912, Bert Huddleston reported to 
work as the first shop employee 
under Tom Risser, who had just been 
imported from Omaha as foreman. 
The recent consolidation of the two 
Lincoln exchanges had created the 
necessity of a centralized repair shop 
and the force grew rapidly for the 
next year or two. In April 1917, 
Bert, as dean of the department’s 
employees, was made shop foreman, 
and in October 1920 his responsibili- 
ties were further increased by being 
placed in charge of the storeroom 
also, and he has spent the interven- 
ing twenty-eight years as general 
storekeeper, seeing that the depart- 
ments run with well-oiled efficiency. 

Proud of his years of service, Bert 
has always taken an active part in 
Pioneer affairs, usually appointing 
himself as a committee of one to visit 
with sick and retired employees. In 
this, and in many other ways, he will 
be hard to replace as he goes from 
the ranks of active employment into 
retirement on July 1. The Huddle- 
ston’s plans are not projected far into 
the future. First comes a good, long, 
fishing session in Florida, and before 
this story is published he will be at 
it, sitting on: the banks of a bayou 
with Claude Walker, trying to land 
one he can write home about. 


—_ 


When a Feller 


Needs a Friend 
ILLY LANT of the Nebraska 


City commercial office was a 
“friend in need” recently when he 
helped out a traveler in a bit of a 
predicament. While passing through 
Plattsmouth the traveler had placed 
a long distance call and had left his 
wallet containing every cent he poss- 
essed in the telephone booth. Nat- 
urally, he was desperately concerned. 
Billy soon put him at his ease, how- 
ever, and made a friend for himself 
and the Company while doing his 
good deed. He called Plattsmouth 
to learn if the wallet was still in the 
booth. It was, and the grateful 
traveler returned to regain his poss- 
ession. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the 
month of June. 


Primary members: Margaret Ger- 
ioff, Hastings Traffic Department, 
$27.50; Belle C. Howery, Lincoln 
Service Department, $310.00; Olive 
Hess, Hastings Traffic, $11.00; An- 
toinette DeBoer, Lincoln Traffic, 
$40.00; Nora Mae Johnson, Lincoln 
Commercial, $10.00; Norma L. 
Bailey, Lincoln Traffic, $6.00; C. G. 
Mann, Accounting Department, 
$5.00; R. W. Slote, Construction De- 
partment, $10.00; Arideen Rhoads, 
York Traffic Department, $162.50. 


Dependents: Mrs. L. G. Hansen, York, 
$30.00; Rolland Wart, Lincoln, $119.25; 
Paul Olson, Lincoln, $41.25; Dianne Hus- 
ing, Tecumseh, $35.25; Michael Reddick, 
Lincoln, $15.38: Kathleen Smith, Pawnee 
City, $37.50; John E. Mills, Lincoln, 
$3.75; Brenda Schneider, Lincoln, $42.00; 
Mrs. B. I. Noble, Lincoln, $1.50; Jerry 
Komma, Nebraska City, $39.38; Kenneth 
Dill, David City, $39.38; Mrs. E. L. Mar- 
tin, Lincoln, $35.63. 


A columnist comes forth with 
what might be termed an egg-cellent 
idea. When boiling eggs three min- 
utes, if you have no clock or other 
means of timing them, he says you 
should place a long distance call on 
your telephone when you put the 
eggs in. When the operator says, 
“Your three minutes are up, take 
the eggs out. For hard boiled eggs, 
place another cal]. 


Tornado Rips Out Toll and Local Lines 


—370 out of service 
TORNADO ripped through 


Johnson and Otoe Counties on 
June 22 leaving a wake of destruc- 
tion in farm properties and communi- 
cation lines. Three hundred seventy 
subscribers were out of service while 
emergency construction crews and 
local plant forces worked to repair 
the tangled lines and replace the 33 
poles which were broken or swept 
away. Toll circuits in the vicinity of 
Tecumseh and Nebraska City were 
severed and out of service for several 
hours. The Julian exchange was com- 
pletely isolated although local serv- 
ice there was not interrupted. One 
person was killed five miles east of 


Cook. 


The storm struck during mid-af- 
ternoon near Sterling and traveled 
a northeasterly direction across John- 
son County when it apparently lifted 
to descend again near Talmage and 
swept east four miles south of Ne- 
braska City across the Miéissouri 
River. Five freight cars near Ne- 
braska City were hurled into the air 
and four members of the crew were 
injured. The greatest damage to 
telephone lines occurred near Ne- 
braska City and Talmage where 270 
subscribers were out of service. 


Word of the damage reached the 
Construction Department in Lincoln 
shortly after the storm had passed 
and emergency crews were immedi- 
ately dispatched to assist the local 


Pictures taken by Charles Meshier near Cook shortly after the 
storm had passed illustrate the destructive force of the twister. 
The center view shows Harold Drake of Tecumseh in the midst of 
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forces in restoring service. Work 
was continued well into the night 
and many of the local lines and all of 
the toll lines were in service by the 
following morning. All lines were 
working by noon of the 24th. 


Much of the damage resulted from 
buildings and portions of buildings 
hurtling through telephone leads. 
At one point south of Cook several 
buildings sailed into a power line and 
one of our eight wire leads leaving 
a tangled confusion of debris and 
wires. Over thirty subscribers were 
out of service as a result of this one 
incident. 


District Managers John McKinzie 
and Clyde Burge were high in their 
praise for the work of the repair 
crews in clearing the damage. The 
restoration job was continued until 
well after dark in an all out effort to 
restore service, particularly on long 
distance lines. Emergency crews 
were those of George Hansen who 
was dispatched from Pawnee City to 
Tecumseh, Earl Eichenour, who 
rushed from Utica to Nebraska City 
and two Lincoln crews of Ray Boling 
and Brick Smith who were sent to 


Nebraska City. Mr. McKinzie par- 
icularly commended the work of 
Siok Connors, wire chief at Ne- 
braska City, for summarizing the sit- 
uation for the district office as well 
as for his fine efforts during the 
night in restoring toll circuits to 
Kansas City and other points in that 


area. 


tangled trees stringing parallel wire to restore temporary service 
on the Lincoln-Kansas City lead. 


June Brings Many Fine auggestions 


Tom Goldenstein Mina Jorgensen 


Lincoln Lincoln 


Alvina Miller 


Lincoln Lincoln 


John Reed 


FINE harvest of suggestions 1s 
~*~“ reported for the month, with six 
winners reaping rewards totaling 
$37.50 for their alertness to methods 
for improvement of existing condi- 
tions. Employees receiving awards 
were Mina Jorgensen, general plant 
office; Tom Goldenstein, construc’ 
tion office; Alvina Miller, account- 
ing department; R. N. McDowell, 
Lincoln service department; William 
R. Knee, general repair shop and 
John S. Reed, general plant depart- 


ment. 


The suggestions covered a wide 
range of subjects, and by their orig- 
inality again proved the value of the 
plan from the Company’s standpoint 
as well as from that of the employee. 
Listed in the same order as the names 
of the employees who submitted 
them they suggested: the use of 
“Glycol” vaporizer, a cold preventa- 
tive, in the cooling systems; sup- 
plying cant hooks with a shorter arm 
for turning poles of smaller diame- 
ters; enlargement of the fourth floor 
womens rest room and the addition 
of lounge furniture: the use of cer- 
tain diagrams and_ illustrations in 
plant handbooks; an adapter for re- 


Wm. Knee R. N. McDowell 
Lincoln Lincoln 


placing the 5 C-1l type with 41 type 
transmitters on test sets; and the 
installation of pushbuttons with plas- 
tic housings in offices with carpeted 
floors. 


The Suggestion Committee gives 
careful ‘attention and consideration 
to all entries and, surprisingly, find 
that the greater majority of them 
represent entirely new lines of 
thought from present methods or 
practices. Sometimes the suggestion 
of an employee directs attention to 
a situation requiring the need of 
change, and while the method pro- 
posed by the author may not be 
found feasible in making the correc- 
tion, an award is made nevertheless, 
for disclosing the unsatisfactory con- 
dition. 


Long Distance Is Longer 
ONG DISTANCE customers 


these days seem to have more to 
say and say it over longer distances 
than they did seven years ago, ac- 
cording to Bell Telephone News. 


A recent analysis of Long Lines 
traffic shows that the average con- 
versation time steadily has increased 
from approximately five minutes in 
1941 to nearly six and one-quarter 
minutes today. In the year the war 
began, the average Long Lines call 
was about 320 miles. The distance in- 
creased to 450 miles early in 1946, 
and then declined to a present 410 
miles. 

The analysis also shows that the 
proportion of Long Lines calls placed 
by residence customers gradually has 
increased, but business customers still 
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make more calls. Seven years ago, 
residence customers made about 30 
per cent of the calls, and business 
customers about 60 per cent. Now 
its about 40 and 50 respectively. The 
remaining 10 per cent represent calls 
from public and semi-public tele- 
phones. 


New Capital Needed 


For Expansion 


At THE present time the Com- 
£% pany is faced with the necessity 
of obtaining additional capital funds 


to expand its plant in order to pro- 


vide good telephone jobs and good 
service to the public. There is only 
one source from which to obtain it 
and that is from investors. 

Last December we sold an addi- 
tional $1,000,000 par value of bonds. 
On June 30, 1948 at a special meet- 
ing of stockholders, the directors 
were authorized to sell an additional 
$2,000,000 of the Company’s bonds 
at such time as the directors would 
deem it necessary or advantageous. 
It is the intention of the directors to 
sell $1,000,000 at the present time 
and reserve the sale of the additional 
$1,000,000 until such time as the 
funds are needed. 

In addition, the Board of Direc- 
tors, at a meeting held in May, 
authorized the sale of 15,000 shares 
of common stock of the Company 
from which $300,000 in capital funds 
will be obtained. 

Holders of common stock have a 
legal right to participate in propor: 
tion to their holdings in the purchase 
of new issues of common stock be- 
fore they can be offered to others. 
Subject to the approval of the Ne- 
braska State Railway Commission 
the Company will issue on July 14 
warrants giving present stockholders 
the right to purchase one additional 
share of stock for each 8 shares of 
common stock held. Because of the 
demand for the stock, it is expected 
that the warrants will be fully exer- 
cised so that none of the 15,000 
shares will remain for sale. 

The new capital secured from the 
sale of the bonds and stock will en- 
able the Company to finance its ex- 
pansion program until next year. 


Books 


New Librar 


“< 


WO new fiction books may be 
found on our employees library 
shelves this month. They are 
“Peony” by Pearl Buck, which is a 
story about China, and “The Flames 
of Time” by Baynard Kendrick. The 


library now has a fine collection of 


fiction and non-fiction books and 


has many of the latest best sellers. 
Any employee who is interested, may 
visit the library in Room 203 of the 
General Office Building and check 
out any book they wish. 


Railroads Plan 
To Furnish More 


Radio-Telephone Service 


HE U.S.LT.A. Bulletin said re- 
T cently that during the period of 
less than a year in which radio-tele- 
phone service has been available on 
some express passenger trains be- 
tween Washington and New York 
experience has indicated that such 
service has ceased being a novelty. 

The increasing use being made of 
the service by busy executives in 
order to handle business that can’t be 
delayed while they are traveling by 
train has apparently demonstrated to 
the Pennsylvania and Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroads that the service is 
here to stay. The Pennsylvania re- 
ports about 15 passenger’originated 
calls per trip in each direction while 
the B & O has stated that passengers 
traveling on its radio-telephone 
equipped trains originate about 20 
calls per trip each way. 

Both of these railroads plan to 
provide the service on additional 
passenger trains, and the New Haven 
Rajlroad is installing radio-telephones 
on some of its fast passenger trains 
traveling between Boston and New 
York. Other railroads, we learn, are 
experimenting with the service with 
a view to making it available for 
passenger use as soon as possible, 


Dial Service 


N JUNE 22, the Malcolm ex- 


change was converted from man- 
ual to dial operation, and the num- 
ber of cities and communities served 
in our territory by this system now 
total fifty-two. The new Malcolm 
unit is currently providing service 
for 109 town and 44 rural subscrib- 
ers and is of the 100 line, step by step 
type, manufactured by Automatic 
Electric Company. 

The installation was made in a new 
building erected for that purpose. 
The outside plant of the exchange 
was rebuilt and extended prior to the 
cutover and all instruments were, of 
course, replaced by those of dial 
type. Total gross expenditures for 
the line and cable work, telephones, 
new equipment and building will ap- 
proximate $14,000. 

Malcolm was one of the original 
Lincoln Telephone Company ex- 
changes, having been built by our 
young Company in its first venture 
beyond the confines of Lincoln and 


for Malcolm 


its suburbs. This was back in 1907 
when the Bell and Automatic Com- 
panies were involved in a race to ex- 
pand their lines (for propaganda 
purposes) throughout Lancaster 
County. Nearly all the subscribers in 
the early days were rural, and in 
1915, of the 98 telephones in serv- 
ice, 83 were rural. The original ex- 
change was operated for many years 


by the Woodards, Eliza and Hob- 
bard. 

Mrs. Tilla E. Phipps, who has been 
contract chief operator at Malcolm 
for the past two years is retiring on 
pension and will continue to make 
her home in the town. She was first 
employed at Denton in May, 1927, 
and served that community as chief 
operator until July 1941, when she 
took over the operation of the switch- 
board at Burr. A year later she re- 
turned to Denton and continued 
there, as contract chief operator, un- 
til her transfer to Malcolm in March, 
1946. 


Posing in froni of our new C.A. xX. building ai Maicoim following the conversion 
to dial service last month are Max C. Walker, district plant manager; Irene Combs, 
traveling chief operator; George Keith, district installation supervisor; Roy Cleveland, 
chief testman, Perry Caldwell, switchman; and George Barney, assistant to the general 
plant superintendent. Our thanks to John Reed for the photo. 
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Earnings Are Important 


HEN we need more money ito 

expand our plant in order to 
provide good telephone jobs and 
good service to our customers we 
have only one source from which 
to obtain it—the Company’s in- 
vestors, 


The money that we receive from 
Our customers is used to meet pay- 
rolls, pay taxes and meet other costs 
of running the business. What's 
left is known as “earnings” which are 
used to pay interest due to bond 
holders and dividends to stockhold- 
ers. to compensate them for the use 
of their money. In addition, every 
well managed business should pro- 
vide a surplus to help carry the Com- 
pany through periods of adversity. 
During recent years our surplus has 
dwindled to an amount entirely out 
of proportion to the Company’s 
needs. 

The progress of the Company, the 
security of our jobs and the quality 
of our service are all dependent upon 
adequate earnings because without 
this we are unable to attract invest- 
ment capital in competition with the 
securities of other companies. 

It is interesting to note that for 
each full time employee on the pay- 
roll at the present time, the Com- 
pany has invested $12,645 in plant 
and equipment. That's worth re- 
membering. It takes a capable per- 
son, plus $12,645 of someone else’s 
money to do the average telephone 
job. 


Signal Corps Unit 


_ (Continued from Page 3) 


sion courses and attend Army schools 
and camps. 

The United States Army has asked 
all large industries to help by spon- 
soring affiliated Reserve Corps Units. 
By doing this the men receive some 
credit for military training through 
their regular civilian occupation. At 
reserve meetings their civilian train- 
ing is applied to army requirements. 
When it is necessary to call out the 
Reserve these men are trained and 
can fill a useful place in our Army 
or train other men in their line of 
work. The Reserve Corps can be 
called to active duty only by act of 
Congress, 


The Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company agreed to sponsor a 
Signal Corps Reserve Unit, and a 
letter was sent to all male employces 
by Mr. Agee telling of this plan. A 
very good response was received. 
Two meetings were held at the Lin- 
coln Warehouse and each employee 
between the ages of 19 to 25 in 
Lincoln was contacted. The con- 
struction gangs were contacted on 
the job. Major Carl Goering of the 
Lincoln Reserve Office and his sec- 
retary, Mrs. Waldo McDowell, ac- 
companied F. W. “Bill”? Morris of the 
Lincoln Business Office in visiting 
the construction gangs. At that time 
the men were sworn in as members 
of the Reserve Corps. Thirty-nine 
men from the Company applied for 
membership, four of these were not 
accepted due to defective eye sight. 
About 30 additional men are ex- 
pected to sign up in the future. 

The reason for contacting these 
construction gangs on the job was 
to give those men within the speci- 
fied age group a chance to join the 
Reserves. Since these men are all 
doing the same type of work they 
would be doing in the Army, it is 
an advantage to the Army to keep 
them on their civilian jobs. It is 
also advantageous to the men and 
the Company. The men can take 
training in different phases of tele- 
phone work to improve themselves 
and be of greater value to the Com- 
pany and at the same time be of serv- 
ice to their country. 
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Meet Your New 
Associate Editor 


Vikas Southern District has a new 
‘ associate editor and although 
we're sure almost everyone knows 
her already we'd like to introduce 
her anyway, just 
in case. She is 
Mrs. Wilma Stol- 
zenburg, who 
until a certain 
event of last May 
was known as 
Miss Wilma 
Grupe. 


Wilma will 
Wilma Stolzenburg fave been with 
the Company 15 years next month, 
having begun her career at the 
Beatrice switchboard in 1933. She 
became assistant chief operator at 
Beatrice in 1938 and two years ago 
received a further promotion as 
supervisor of methods on the staff 
of the general traffic superintendent 
at Lincoln. Following her marriage 
she again took up residence at 
Beatrice where she resumed her tele- 
phone work as secretary for the dis- 
trict manager. Part of her duties 
there will involve the responsibilities 
of associate editor for the “News” 
in her district and with her record of 
industry and attention to details 
we're looking forward to a fine job 
of reporting. : 


We should like also to thank her 
predecessor, Mrs. Ruth Blevins Haga, 
who has handled this assignment 
most capably during recent years. 
Ruth recently resigned her position 
with the Company to take up resi- 
dence at Norfolk where her husband 
is in business. 


MISCHIEVOUS fly in search of 
** excitement provided a first class 
workout for the Grants, N. M., vol- 
unteer fire department. It all came 
about when a fly perched himself 
on a newly installed automatic fire 
signal switch, thereby arousing the 
ire of a new telephone operator. She 
delivered a resounding blow which 
missed the fly, but got the fire de- 
partment. To date the “firebug” is 
still at large. 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture 
of friendly welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope 
that they will enjoy their new occupation as well as the many 
fine associations that go with it. 


DATE 
NAME EXCH. TITLE EMPLOYED 
Acounting 
Beverly Lessman......... Lincoln. secs Machine 
Operator........ May 26, 1948 
Commercial 
Dixie Blake.................. a's; 3 Seenrnnee Clerk (Temp)...June 8, 1948 
Weeping 
Loretta M. Everett....... W aber.on- Cashier. nccess June 22, 1948 
D. J. Gahan... Lincoln......... Coin Collector...June 7, 1948 
Janice Kripal................ Hebron........ Cashier. cnc ccsts June 7, 1948 
Construction 
COT. Beieotcccoscecas: Lincoln.......-. Groundman.......June 1, 1948 
R. G. Cardwell..........-.. Vero): Nees Groundman....... June 16, 1948 
TT. Connetces eck Hastings....... Groundman....... June 7, 1948 
J. R. Donley. ..e-es0-0e--- Lincoln......... Groundman.......June 1, 1948 
VE. Frey-.eceeseseeceeee Lincoln.......-- Lineman............. May 24, 1948 
H. H. Jensen.......2-----+ Lincoln......... Groundman.......May 24, 1948 
Gerald D. Koch.........- Hastings......- Groundman....... June 21, 1948 
eo) Hastings......- Groundman...... June 1, 1948 
Co Ro Willee neces ws, Lincoln.......-- Groundman....... Tune 2, 1948 
Th Vice ins Lincoln.........Groundman....... Tune 9, 1948 
John R. Vacek.......----+- Lincoln........- Groundman....... June 23, 1948 
Service 
T. W. Carson....---0---++- Lincoln.......-- Groundman....... June 16, 1948 
ip We. Cruickshank... Wahoo......---- Groundman....... June 9, 1948 
‘ee Lincoln.....---- Sy Ci) eee oe en Tune 21, 1948 
ce a ee Lincoln.....----. Groundman....... June 16, 1948 
R. V. Southworth........ Lincoldisccxc Groundman....... June 7, 1948 
Walcer Wiebetccccscke Lineoln.ce.: JARC OP ccs ca cestcueare June 18, 1948 
Supply 
F. M. Condos.....-------: Lincoln....-..-- Shopman........... June 1, 1948 
Toy lord oh denen Lincoln....-.--- Shopman seb nana se June 15, 1948 
7 NY: AAGOFEs.aiesnre ce Te COlY acccsexs PaO sspeuonien: June 15, 1948 
Uae Lincoln.....-Stenographer.....June 21, 1948 
A. BR. Sharpincncsen Lincoln....----- CGE aaitecnbesiciotnties June 1, 1948 
SG aT ee Tincaliieesss Shopman............ June 15, 1948 
i a eee L miele: Warehouse- June 9, 1948 
K. E. Versaw....c--e--+= LinGoliicissnnes SNOP MAN. -ss4s-0: June 4, 1948 
Traffic 
Vera J. Adams........----- Hastings....... A Operator....... May 19, 1948 
Beverly Ahlquist.........- Stromsburg.. A&’L Operator..June 1, 1948 
Cila- ). PB ii cnsiccaseoces Lincoln......... L Operator........ June 7, 1948 
Barbara Anderson........ Seward.......-.. A&L Operator... June 10, 1948 
Wiherna  Benttlecansiewi- Bradshaw......Acting Chief- June 14, 1948 
Operator........ 
Bonita Beiriger.......-.---. Hastings... A Operator....... June 1, 1948 
Waunetta Bingham..... Lincoln......... L Operator........ June 7, 1948 
Wanda L. Botti...-.------- Beatrice......... A Operator....... June 2, 1948 
Allen H. Carman........ Daykin.......... Contract Chief June 20, 1948 
Operator........ 


Lots Got Acquainted = 


+“ 
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Ruth A. Carter.........--. Beatrice......... A&L Operator...June 22, 1948 
Marilyn Cartwright......Hastings........ A Operator....... June 28, 1948 
Anita M. Cotner.......... bac, 5 aenoneomemtes A Operator........ June 1, 1948 
Della: J. Everts:.cunienc Beatrice......... A Operator........ June 14, 1948 
Billa Fish efsceccdesseescsscess Nebr. City.... A@L Operator...June 1, 1948 
Lois M. Forsyth...........- Nebr. City.... A&L Operator...June 16, 1948 
Darlene Garber...........- Fairbury....<... A Operator....... June 14, 1948 
Doris Gillett:.......2:..c- Lincolis.c A Operator........ June 23, 1948 
Barbara J. Gillespie...... Auburn........ A Operator........ May 25, 1948 
oL ye OOO Wii cacsne, Lincoln......... L Operator........ June 7, 1948 
Phyllis Gress..-:..cc20: Nebr. City....A Operator........ May 26, 1948 


Doris Ground....--.-:---+- Hastings....... # Operator... June 14, 1948 
Marjorie Hawes........-- anmeO eae: A Operator........ May 25, 1948 
Lois Hawkinson........--. Hastings....... A Operator....... June 14, 1948 
Phora. FIG GH OE.ceccscnazoias Utica...........-- A&L Operator...June 2, 1948 
Bileen limites acca Lincoln......... L Operator........June 15, 1948 
Marcia: Tonesiecie causes berg eee A Operator...i..s, June 1, 1948 
Marian BR lei ficcwsecscc owe Beatrice........ A Operator tects June L, 1948 
Betty Kop fics ccsnitecsiee Nebr. City....A Operator....... May 26, 1948 
Wises Teo ck. Lincoln......... L Operator........ May 27, 1948 
Sarilee Kuhn............--.-. Lincoliz.accx. A Operator aon asse May 25,1948 
Nancy Kunhart........-.-- Lincoln......... L Operator........June 7, 1948 
Patciets: Villeyicc css Wahoo........... A Operator.......June 1, 1948 
Wanda Lindell............. Lincoln......... A Operator........ June 1, 1948 
Sadie J. Markey............ PODI1aSciexused: Acting Chief June 27, 1948 
Operator........ 
Delores: Maul ccccvcscxccss Carleton....... Acting Chief June 25, 1948 
Operator........ 
Mabel MecNulty..........-- Superior....... A Operator... June 1, 1948 
Dia WAMIEe com ccecee Seward.......... A&L Operator...June 8, 1948 
Anne M. Myers......----- Lincolti. cic: L Operator........ June 15, 1948 
Dorothy Nickels.......... Beatrice. cess A Operator....... June 28, 1948 
Virginia North............. Hastings....... A Operator....... June 1, 1948 
Verla Oldenburg.......... Hebron......... A&L Operator...May 24, 1948 
Barbara Pedérsoiticcccices- Hastings....... A Operator........ June 28, 1948 
Thelma Petteys en Te Hastings...... A Operator tea June 14, 1948 
Mary Helen Pigeon..... Hastings.......A Operator.......June 1, 1948 
Maxine Pointer...<..«:-. Lineolfs-ci22.2: i Operator: June 22, 1948 
Constance Ravleesas York.......0---- A Operator.......June 21, 1948 
dre Reed. ccmce York. ....cccc0-e- A Operator........June 21, 1948 
Karolyn Rhynalds.........Friend.......... A&’L Operator...June 1, 1948 
ea Tm aes Beatrice........ A Operator....... June 14, 1948 
Elizabeth Rohlfing....... Fairbury........ A Operator........ June 2, 1948 
Barbara Roland..........-- Beatrice........ A Operator........ June 2, 1948 
Bich A Rebecca: Utica... AGL Operator...June 7, 1948 
Betty J. Schmidt.......... Lincom.acccs: A Operator........ May 25, 1948 
Georgia Sechovec........ Lincolnic..o.<. L Operator.......: June 15, 1948 
Patricia Shafer arene Superior asuicees A Operator states es June ls 1948 
Geraldine Sliger........... Beatrice........ A Operator........ June 28, 1948 
Doris Smith................. Auburn......... A Operator........ June 7, 1948 
Viola Thomas............+- Hastings.......A Operator........ June 28, 1948 
Wauneta True............. Hastings.......A Operator........ June 28, 1948 


Norma Van Winkle..... Lincoln......... Ass't Cook......... June 5, 1948 


LiGregte:V GSE iicikieeseced: Linco) tiscececci A Operator........ June 1, 1948 
Josephine A. Waples....Lincoln......... A Operator........ June 1, 1948 
Phyllis 

Wolkensdorfer......... Hastings....... A Operator........ June 1, 1948 
Sharon Worth............. LANCOM ccaces L Operator........ June 15, 1948 
Dorothy: Y 08t.c..c3-ccacncs AUDUIT cs A Operator........ June 26, 1948 
Faye YOStjcscctiererssicne cs Harvard........ A&’L Operator...May 31 1948 
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Alta Mueller of the Accounting Depart- 
ment and Harold Wagner were united in 
marriage on May 30 at St. John’s Luther- 
an church near Auburn. Mrs. Wagner 
will continue her work. 


Ernest Barney of the General Plant 
Department and June Vermaas were mar- 
ried at Elm Park Methodist Church on 
May 28. 


The marriage of Doris Walker of the 
Nebraska City Traffic Department and 
Robert Hartly took place May 26 at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Nebraska 
City. Mrs. Hartly will continue her work. 


Mary Estes of the Tecumseh Commer- 
cial Department became the bride of Earl 
Tedford of Leigh on May 29, at the Pas- 
tor’s residence in Tecumseh. The couple 
will reside in Tecumseh and Mrs. Tedford 
will continue her work. 


The Christian Church in Tecumseh 
was the scene of the wedding of Norma 
Jean Buchanan, operator at Tecumseh, and 
Alfred Eilers of Sterling. The ceremony 
took place on May 30. Mrs. Tedford has 
resigned her position and the couple will 
reside in Sterling. 


Alice McCartney of the York Traffic 
Department and William Cotner of York 
were united in marriage at the United 
Brethren Parsonage on June 6. Mrs. Cot- 
ner will continue her work. 


The marriage of Arvilla McMahon, Lin- 
coln Traffic Department, and Merle Jen- 
sen took place at Fremont on June 6. The 
bride has resigned her position and the 
couple will reside in North Bend. 


Michael Danaher of the Seward Plant 
Department and Matilda Vanis of David 
City were married on June 7 at St. Mary’s 
Church in David City. After a honey- 
moon in Chicago, the couple will reside 
on a farm at Tamora. 


Aryllis Beirow of the Hastings Traffic 
Department and Darrell Joynt of the 
Hastings Plant Department were married 
on June 6 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
at Holstein, Nebraska. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Joynt will continue their work. 


Evelyn Dankenbring, Cashier at He- 
bron, became the bride of Richard Dutcher 
of Hebron at the Grace Lutheran Church 


on June 6. Mrs. Dutcher will continue 
her work. 


Lily Robotham, Accounting Depart- 
ment, and Joe Malecek were united in 
marriage on June 7 at Seward. Mrs. 
Malecek will continue her work. 


The wedding of Dorothy Stowell of the 
Hebron Traffic Department and Frank 
Runge took place on June 11 at the 
Lutheran Parsonage at Hebron. Mrs. 
Runge has resigned her position and the 
couple will reside on a farm near Hebron. 


Susie Schneider of the Nebraska City 
Traffic Department and John Shull of 
Riverton, Iowa were married June 15 at 
the Latter Day Saint Church in Nebraska 
City. Mrs. Schneider has resigned her 
position and the couple will reside in 
Riverton. 


DeLores Glover, Operator at Lincoln, 
and Ray Slote, Construction Department, 
were united in marriage on June 18 at 
the Hickman Presbyterian Church. Mrs. 
Slote has resigned her position and the 
couple will reside in Lincoln. 


Ruth Swanson of the York Commercial 
Department became Mrs. Luft on June 
15 at Fremont. Mrs. Luft will continue 
her work. 


Lorraine Vlicek of the Addressograph 
Section of the Accounting Department 


became the bride of Woodrow Hansen on 
June 25 at St. John’s Lutheran church in 
Cordova. Mrs. Hansen will continue her 
work. 


The marriage of Margaret Lindblad, 
clerk in the Lincoln Traffic Department, 
and Charles Elliot was solemnized at Im- 
manuel Deaconess Chapel at Omaha on 
June 26. The couple will reside in 


Omaha. 


Raymond Johnson of the Tecumseh 
Plant Department and Shirley Johnson of 
Sterling were married on June 19 in Ster- 
ling. The couple will reside in Tecumseh. 


From Around the World 


Forty-eight different materials are 
used in the manufacture of telephone 
sets. Gold, silver, coal, iron and 
leather are included, and such unex- 
pected substances as felt, borax and 
asphalt, as well as lead, copper, tex- 
tiles. rubber and plastics. 


Promotions, Transfers, 
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Virginia Anderson 
Jr. Supervisor 


Commercial 
Virginia Anderson, advanced clerk to 
junior supervisor, Lincoln. 


Helen Johnson, clerk to advanced clerk, 
Lincoln. 


Mary Kalin, A€’L operator, Traffic, to 
clerk, Tecumseh. 


Ella Knobel, clerk to advanced clerk, Lin- 
coln. 
Engineering 
Gay T. Henderson, switchboardman, Sup- 
ply, to engineering assistant, Engineer- 
ing. 
Plant 


J. E. Findley, Lineman, construction, to 
combinationman, Service, Lincoln. 
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Title Changes 


Ivan L. Olson, garage servceman to garage 
mechanic, Supply. 

George A. Wasson, driver lineman, Con- 
struction, to construction foreman, 
General Plant. 


Traffic 

Maude M. Anderson, contract chief oper- 
ator, Bruning, to A&L_ operator, 
Hebron. 

Darlene Aulner, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Dorothy Beggerstaff, A operator to A&L 
operator, Auburn. 

Mary L. Bower, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Ashland. 

LaVerne Braun, L operator to L super- 
visor, Lincoln. 

Alice Cotner, desk operator to A&L oper- 
ator, York, 

Angelyn Docekal, ASL operator to NA&L 
operator, Wahoo. 

Dorothy Grafton, L operator to L super- 
visor, Lincoln. 

Flora Hughes, A&’L operator to NA&L 
operator, Utica. 

Luella Jensen, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Hastings. 

Carmen Sullivan, A&’L operator to desk 
operator, York. 

Leone Weliger, A&L operator to A€&L 


supervisor, York. 
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Service Birthdays 
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Forty-One Years 
G. B. Arnold, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Eight Years 
G. W. Griffith, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
R. M. Green, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Three Years 
Mae E. Meduna, Wahoo. 
Thirty-Two Years 
C. G. Riedel, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
E. H. Wellman, Hebron. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
George Miers, Seward. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
E. L. Dorland, Wahoo; Frank Kuchera, 
Laura Sires, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
J. L. Baxter, W. J. Knudson, T. C. 
Woods, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
G. A. Foster, Ivan Paddock, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 


Carl Ahl, M. L. Hodge, Dorothy Miller, 
Lincoln: Mathilda Alpers, Fairbury; 
Gladys I. Walker, Milford. 


Twenty-Four Years 
J. L. Aldritt, Friend. 
Twenty-Three Years 
A. E. Dulin, L. V. Shirey, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 
C. A. Eggerss, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
Margaret A. Francis, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
A. L. Johnson, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
Ethel Patrick, Fairmont; Bedric Wanek, 


Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 


Roy E. Galley, Lincoln; A. M. Newens, 
Plattsmouth. 
Thirteen Years 
Marie K. Jackson, E. E. Johnson, Lin- 


coln. 
Seven Years 


Mary K. Ormand, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
E. M. Barney, Barbara H. Blockwitz, 
Betty L] Henson, Irene M. Hermann, Lin- 
coln: Thrasilla M. Kubicek, Shelby; Mar- 
cella M. Will, Beatrice. 
Five Years 
K. L. Christensen, R. B. Hobson, Lin- 
coln: Violet I. R. Peterson, Nebraska City. 


Carl Ahl Mathilda Alpers 
Lincoln Fairbury 
25 Years 25 Years 


M. L. Hodge A. L. Johnson 
Lincoln Lincoln 
25 Years 20 Years 


JOURNEY’S END 


MRS. ADOLPH ALT, mother of 
Mrs. Thrusilla Kubicek, operator 
at Shelby, passed away on May 31. 
Funeral services were held June 


3 in Shelby. 


MRS. ROSE WAYMAN, mother of 
Edna Wayman, who until recently 
was Chief Operator at DeWitt, 
passed away June 2. Funeral serv- 
ices were held June 5 at Beatrice. 


MRS. LEONA NEVIN, wife of C. 
S. Nevin of the Lincoln Service 
Department, passed away June 3. 
Funeral services were held June 
5 at Lincoln. 


MR. WILLIAM WHITE, father of 
Alice White of the Beatrice Trat- 
fic Department, died June 9. Fu- 
neral services were held in Crab 
Orchard on June 12, with burial 
in Tecumseh. 


MRS. VERNA PUGSLEY, wife of 
Jay Pugsley, died June 15 in Lin- 
coln. Funeral services were held 
on June 17 at Lincoln, with burtal 
at Woodbine, Iowa. 


L. H. SCHEMMERHORN, father 
of Earl Schemmerhorn of the Plant 
Department at Fairbury, died quite 
suddenly June 27. Funeral services 
were held July 1. 
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Helen Hillyer 


Taken By Death 
\' ISS HELEN HILLYER, night 


operator at Geneva, passed away 
at a Lincoln hospital on June 30. 
She had been in ill health for some 
time and for sev- 
eral weeks before 
her death had 
not been able to 
work. 

Miss Hillyer 
would have ob- 
served her 17th 
anniversary of 
service with the 
Company in Sep- 
tember. She be- 
gan her employment in 1931 as a 
student operator at Gresham and 
worked there as a relief operator 
until 1941 when she moved to Gen- 
eva where she had been located since 
that time. 

Funeral services were held at 
Geneva on July 2 
Gresham. 


Helen Hillyer 


with interment at 


We're Sorry, George 


George L. Burt, of the Construction 
Department at Hastings has called our at- 
tention to an error appearing in the May 
issue of the “News” in which he inadvert- 
ently was listed as having completed five 
years of service. Including his fine record 
of service as a fighting marine during 
the war, George completed six years of 
service with the Company in May. 


Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent. 

Vacations are on full blast!! People 
are here today—gone tomorrow. Leora 
Weyand spent her days off with her par- 
ents at Bellwood, Nebraska. . . . Lucille 
Helgoth whiled away her ten days in the 
wide open spaces, “down on the farm.” 
.. . Emily Hanus is touring around, she 
divided her time between Wahoo, 
Milwaukee and with her parents at David 
City. ... Pat Emerson is getting all 
“tuned up” for hers when she takes off 
for unknown places. . . . A wiener roast 
(at midnight) farewell party was given 
May 26th at the City Park for Margaret 
Ann Rech, whose wedding takes place 
June 22nd. Fifteen girls braved the 
moonlight escapade and came to work 
the next morning moaning and groaning 
from the effects of the “playground 
equipment.” ... Bonnie Gill, Leola 
Heins and Betty Okrina spent Decoration 
Day in Omaha attending the horse races. 
. . . Gloria Humlicek went to Omaha 
to take in the Horace Heidt show. 


Milford 
Ferne Hoaglund resigned to take a 
position in Hastings. . .. We welcome 


two new “plug pushers,” Flora Hughes, 
night operator, who lives in Seward and 
Edith Roos, Waco, who is relief operator. 
Good luck to you both!!... Mrs. 
Hughes was Pleasantly surprised on June 
18. She arrived home from work and 
there was her mother and step-father 
from Indianola, Iowa whom she hadn’t 
seen for a year, and also her aunt and 
uncle who were on their wedding trip 
from Ames, Iowa... . Mr. Eichenour 
from L.T.&T. Lincoln who has been 
working for awhile at Utica, has ac- 
quired quite a nickname, “Eisenhouer.” 
How do you rate such a title, ‘“EKike’’? 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 
Comes the month of June and only 
one June Bride. “Susie” Schneider left 
us to begin her new job “husband car- 
ing.” Congratulations, Susie”! Lois 
Barta also left our gang to prepare for 
going to school. Good luck Lois! We 
have Ella Fisher, Betty Kopf and Phyllis 


Gress as new members to our gang. Wel- 
come to the “plug-pusher” gang!! ... 
Lois Forsyth came back to our force. 
Glad to see you again Lois. ... Our 
visitors are few and far between, but we 
all had the experience of hearing our 
voice on Miss King’s wire recorder while 


she was here. . . . Miss Markuson also 
visited our office a few days.... 
Messrs. Darnold and Gutherie have been 
here putting in some dial apparatus. 
Keeps us busy moving around... 

Jacquie Boldra has been our night oper- 
ator for the past few weeks. ... Betty 
Johnson is back from a trip in the west- 
ern part of Nebraska with her parents. 
She says they had a wonderful time 
swimming and fishing. . . . Betty Haith 
is one of our first vacationers. She 
spent a pleasant time in Omaha. One 
experience she had was playing bingo. 
She won the “good neighbor” prize—a 
pound of bacon. Before she got it home, 
she had bacon grease all over her good 
dress. Oh well, that’s vacations for 
you!!... Billy Lant also had a little 
vacation. He spent most of the time loaf- 
ing in an easy chair. But he did ven- 
ture out and plant his big garden, “4” 
tomato plants. Now we know where 
to get our tomatoes. We just hope they 
grow, Billy! ... Violet Peterson and 
her Mom “Susie” have a little garden 
also. They have no trouble getting it 
to grow—they have had a time with the 
hungry rabbits. Anyone have a good 
shotgun they’ll loan Violet? . . . Speak- 
ing of the ‘“Petersons”, Mrs. “Susie” 
Peterson had a birthday. Yours truly 
and Maxine Meyer helped them cele- 


brate. ... Mrs. Stock is back to work 
again after a few days absence. Hope 
you feel better now Velma. ... Nellie 


Curttright is away on a leave of absence 
to care for her mother, who lives at Ne- 
maha. We hope she gets well soon... . 
We had a carnival in town a few weeks 
ago. Nearly all of the ‘“plug-pusher”’ 
gang attended—but Maxine Meyer and 
Yours Truly were the only ones who were 
in jail!! <In a picture of course)... . 
Mrs. Placek and her family and Mary 
Ross were fortunate enough to. see 
Horace Heidt’s talents in Omaha. They 
were pretty good, we hear. ... Nearly 
forgot, Doris Walker is now Mrs. Bob 
Hartly. She had a week’s honeymoon 
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before she came back to work. Con- 
gratulations Mrs. Hartly!! ... Maxine 
Meyer and Betty Balfour spent several 
days in Shubert visiting the Roy Bal- 
four family. . . . Those on vacation now 
are Betty Eaton, Bonnie Biggs and Max- 
ine Meyer. Bet they are having the time 
of their lives—in the rainy weather... . 
Betty Johnson is our only June birth- 
day celebrator—Happy Birthday Betty! 


Plattsmouth 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

Thelma Tritsch spent the day June 
18 in Omaha visiting friends. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Adrian Newens spent the week- 
end in Lincoln with friends, Mr. Newens 
playing a little golf. ... Eileen Case 
spent part of her vacation at Omaha and 
visiting friends in the country. ... Mrs. 
Hilda Fitzgerald after spending her va- 
cation at home resting, returned to work 
June 14. ... Mrs. Harriette Wynn at- 
tended the christening of the tugboat 
“Miss Nebraska City” at the docks at 
Nebraska City June 13 and also visited 
with Mrs. Margaret Long Snyder at 
Auburn. . . . Mrs. Gamer presented the 
operators with a box of candy as a token 
of appreciation for their services. 
Hilda Johanns spent Monday, June 7 at 
Lincoln attending the graduation of her 
nephew from the University of Nebraska. 


Seward 
Helen Griener, Correspondent 


We welcome two new “plug-pushers” 
to our clan. Barbara Anderson and Rita 
Miller. Good luck to both of you... . 
On June 8, the gals of the office gathered 
at the home of Berniece Mueller for an 
“ole fashioned” weiner roast with all 
the trimmings. After stuffing ourselves 
to the gills, all gathered on the lawn 
where a game of croquet was played. 
The remainder of the evening was spent 
singing group songs accompanied by 
Helen Greiner at the piano. ... Vaca- 
tions are again in the swing. Beata Merz 
and “Babe” Kapke took one week of 
their vacation. Beata visited in Nor- 
folk and “Babe” stayed at home taking 
life easy... . “Baldy” Balderson is quite 
proud because he caught a 742 pound 
catfish at Genoa recently. . . . Manager 
Cone took an airplane trip to Denver re- 
cently and returned back the same day. 

. . Laura Douty of the Commercial De- 


partment is spending her vacation with 
her mother and family near Boise, Idaho. 
. . ..Congratulations go to Michael Dan- 
aher of the Plant Department who took 
the fatal step on June 7. We all wish 
you many years of happiness. 


Syracuse 


Mrs. Iona Pieper, Correspondent 

Donna Mae Lockhart spent several 
days in Omaha this month and came 
home with quite a new wardrobe. ... 
Mrs. Peiper and her husband seem to 
be the early birds for vacation this 
year. They returned last week from 
quite a tour of the country. Among the 
points of interest they saw were, the 
Capitol of Wisconsin, Niagara Falls, 
Great Lakes, Kaiser-Fraser car manu- 
facturing plant and points of interest in 
Canada. ... Three of our operators de- 
cided Sunday would be an ideal day 
for a picnic, but seems as though the day 
was picked for our much needed rain. 
Well girls, don’t give up. The sun might 
shine next time. . . . We enjoyed a visit 
from Miss King this month with her 
voice recorder. . . . Miss Markuson also 
visited our office a few days. 


Wahoo 


Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

Vacationers from the Wahoo office in 
June were Elmer Neujahr of the Plant 
Department, who just puttered around 
the house and enjoyed his family. ... 
Vera Kastenschmidt and Leona Lind of 
the Traffic Department also enjoyed 
staying around home and getting caught 
up on much needed rest, we hope. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Art Keckler breezed into 
the Wahoo office for a few minutes on 
June 12th. Come again, folks. ... We 
are all glad to have Emily Hanus, now 
of David City Traffic Department, visit 
our office June 19. Incidentally, Dance 
Island was the main attraction, but call 
again Emily, when you can stay longer. 

_ Patricia Lilley is our new student 
operator. Welcome to our fold. 
About eleven of our hungry girls decided 
“chicken” would taste mighty good, so 
they gathered at Mom’s Cafe after a 
movie on June 22 and really stored it 
away. We also welcome James 
Cruickshank who will be on the repair 
gang for the summer. . WANTED: 
By Hazel Hagenbuck, extra work—paper 
hanging, painting, varnishing, remodeling 
or what have you. Hazel has gone in for 
extensive home repairs, says she loves 
it and wants more to do. 

Weeping Water 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

Shirley Hutchinson spent her two 
weeks vacation at Corpus Christi, Texas 
and also visited in Mexico. Shirley re- 
ported having a grand time. She re- 
turned to work June 15. . . . Pearl Sut- 
ton visited at Plattsmonth June 17... . 
Miss Fern Davis returned from the hos- 
pital June 9. Fern says she is feeling 
fine and hopes to return to work in the 


near future. Barbara Parson at- 
tended the Ak-Sar-Ben races at Omaha 
recently. ... Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Gray 
and sons with twenty Boy Scouts visited 
at Estes Park, Colorado. They also 
stopped at North Platte to see the rodeo. 
They report having a grand time. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting and Engineering 


Departments 
Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


June brides from this department who 
have promised to love, honor, cherish, 
obey—and throw a rollin’ pin when 
hubby becomes impossible, are Alta 
Mueller who became Mrs. Harold Wag- 
ner; Lily Robotham who changed her 
name to Malecek; and Lorraine Vlicek 
who now answers to the name of Mrs. 
Woodie Hansen. Ferne Burns, Ed Brehm, 
Carl Ahl, Ronny and your editor traveled 
to Cordova to witness the ceremony of 
the latter. The heavy rainstorm which 
came up didn’t seem to dampen the 
enthusiasm of the townfolk that turned 
out for the wedding. . . . Evidently the 
days in Nebraska aren’t long enough for 
Marie Vidlock, so she took off for 
Alaska where the sun shines practically 
24 hours a day. The reports we have had 
from this beautiful land of icebergs, 
igloos, etc., sound as though Alaska 
should be a “must”? on everyone’s vaca- 
tion list. ... Mr. Bush had several 
reasons for being so happy this past 
month. First of all, his son Richard 
received his degree from the school of 
music at the U. of N. Secondly, that long 
awaited Chevrolet finally made its ap- 
pearance and before the dust could settle 


on it Mr. B. and his family were off 
for another visit with the daughter and 
grand-daughter in California... . . Eunice 
Zehr and Doris Glock always enjoy 
Midget Auto Races the best when they 
can sit in the first row. One day, after 
a heavy rainstorm, these gals trotted off 
to the races early, as usual, got all settled 
in front row seats and anxiously awaited 
the signal that started the races. The 
mud from the track that was splattered 
on them each time the autos went by 
was enough to make the gals think twice 
before again sitting in the first row... 
Lost—Don Swanson in Gold’s new 
building. Maybe you should carry a 
compass, Don. ... Vacationing in Ne- 
braska’s capital city (Lincoln to you) 
were Dick Spohn and Rose Carlson. 
Gloria Zier took off for Denver, Esther 
Kehling visited in Scottsbluff and 
Laramie, Jean Walker livened up activi- 
ties at the Hastings Country Club dur- 
ing her visit, Helen Pickard vacationed 
in Carroll, Iowa, and Martha Dietrich 
visited in Canada, Wisconsin and Illinois. 
Bud Eden is planning a trip thru Yellow- 
stone, Calgary, Lake Louise, Banff and 
such other points of interest as time will 
permit. Helen Piccolo and Dawn Purin-: 
ton expect to be seeing each other while 
on separate trips to the Black Hills.... 
We have a new employee in the Dis: 
bursement Section and she answers to the 
name of Beverly Lessman. We’re hoping 
you'll enjoy your stay with us, Beverly. 
. Will everyone please refrain from 
discussing “evictions” in the presence of 
Helen Goit. Helen’s had about all she 
can take, having moved 4 times in 3 
weeks. Now the home she is in is only 
assured to her for 2 months. Have you 
ever thought of digging a cave, Helen? 
. . Eunice Bailey posted a notice for 
whoever walked off with her eversharp 


Lloyd Jenkins (left) of the Lincoln Service Department and Eugene Ridings, personnel 
director of the Fibreboard Products Company, Los Angeles, as they appeared ai a first 
aid session at the Red Cross convention held recently in San Francisco. Lloyd is first 
aid chairman of the Lancaster County Red Cross chapter and presided over the first 
aid and safety section of some 300 nation-wide delegates. 
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pencil to please return it. About half an 
hour later her daughter Irene very 
meekly returned the pencil. . . . Shirley 
Pentico is busy knitting and we hear 
it’s to be a sweater for the boy friend. 
. .. Joyce Grabowski traveled to Elm- 
wood to light the candles for her room- 
mate’s wedding. . . . Our news analyst, 
Dick Hansen, was within 3 feet of Presi- 
dent Truman during his recent visit to 
Omaha. Dick was so excited he could 
hardly hold the camera steady enough 
to get some pictures. Incidentally, Dick, 
if you’ve missed him lately, has been at 
Lexington on a fishing trip. ... Ed 
Brehm is certainly interested in the Local 
Coml. office—not so much the new office 
as the new female employees. Will some- 
one please arrange an introduction to 
that new blonde? ... We’re hoping to 
hear some fish stories now that Mr. 
Devoe has returned from a week end 
fishing trip to Lake McConaughy. 

And now before we bow out for another 
month, we’re wondering, have you, Mr. 
Gorman, discarded your flannels for the 
summer? <‘Editor’s Note: Wonder how 
she knew.) 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Betty Henson, Assoctate Editor 


While your associate editor, Betty 
Henson, takes off on her vacation with 
her husband to New York City, Wash- 
ington, D. C., and Niagara Falls, we will 
try to keep you informed on what the 
rest of the office force is doing. ... 
Vacations seem to be the chief thought 
for the month. ... Harry Gore and 
Chauncey Eggerss thought it would be a 
good time to take a week off for a little 
golfing, and too, they journeyed to Oma- 
ha to see the pros play. ... Darlene 
Bender enjoyed her time off by visiting 
relatives and traveling to Minnesota for 
a short visit with friends. . . . From what 
we can gather, Evelyn Hamilton just 
enjoyed her vacation home sleeping. .. . 
Asa Waters headed for Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. Yes, you guessed it, to 
attend a Co-op Convention. While en- 
route he and Mrs. Waters enjoyed a few 


The club room at 2lst and L in Lincoln was the scene of a 
‘going away” party held last month in honor of Bert Huddleston, 
general storekeeper, on the occasion of his retirement. Bert re- elséwhere in this issue. 
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days at Manitou Springs, Colorado, and 
also the sights at Carlsbad Caverns. ... 
Gertrude Holmes spent a day entertain- 
ing relatives. ... And one _ vacation 
which might have some possibilities, L. P. 
Schlentz has taken off for Aberdeen, S. 
Dakota, to attend a wedding and then a 
week of relaxation and fishing at some 
small secluded spot. ... We haven't 
figured it out whether McDowell was 
on a week’s vacation or not, it seems he 
just couldn’t stay away from the “new 
look” office. . . . After all these trying 
months, the remodeling of our office 
finally nears completion. With all the 
new gray desks and fabulous built-in 
“cages” and counters, it leaves us almost 
speechless when we try to describe the 
improvement of it all, so we suggest you 
just stop in and see things for yourself. 
... With their new desks in the Directory 
Department, they seem to be settling 
themselves down, contentedly, that is, 
for another new directory. ... If you 
should be wondering why the big grin 
Ella Knobel is wearing these days, we 
hear that the big date has been set for 
August 21. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess—Associate Editor 


The twister that hit the Eastern and 
Southern District last month ripped out 
sections of local leads and the Kansas 
City toll lead near Nebraska City. Our 
damage wasn’t extensive for which we 
are very thankful. George Hansen and 
crew cleaned up the damage in the 
Tecumseh area end Eichenour, Smith 
and Boling’s crews made repairs in the 
vicinity of Nebraska City. . . . Raymond 
Slote is on vacation and we understand 
he took the fatal step, Friday, June 25th. 
Deloris Glover of the Traffic Department 
is the bride. Congratulations! ... All 
the hammering and banging around the 
warehouse should be driving us mad 
but instead it is simply music to our 
ears—it means that one of these hot 
summer days we’ll have an air condi- 
tioning system. We overheard one 
cheerful fellow say that it would be 
ready about September Ist. . . . We are 
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sorry to relate that “Swede” Foster 
is on the sick list and confined to St. 
Elizabeth Hospital. It will probably be 
some time before he will be back with 
us but we hope it will be soon. George 
Wasson has taken over his crew in 
Foster’s absence. ... Vacationing this 
month we find C. Franzen, John Hob- 
son, J. Schellenberg, Ray Mills and Allan 
Behm. Mr. Hobson decided to try Cali- 
fornia again this year and we’re happy 
to say he made it with no mishaps. If 
we had had all the misfortune he had on 
his trip last year, don’t think we’d have 
the nerve to try it again. ... We lost 
two employees this month and gained 
four new ones. ‘That’s one way to get 
all this work done. R. L. White resigned 
to go back where the tall corn grows and 
John Findley transferred to the Service 
Department. New employees out at 
Hastings are Gerald Koch and Ted Con- 
nors. Here in Lincoln are James Tice 
and Bob Cardwell. Bob has worked for 
us a couple. of summers before and we’re 
happy to have him back. 


General Offices—2nd Floor 


Barbara Kaiser, Associate Editor 


Rain, rain and more rain. Seems as 
though Mina Jorgensen hasn’t been get- 
ting enough water. According to the 
plumber, once each week HOT water 
should be run through the drains of the 
sinks to clean them, especially double 
sinks, and then the basin should be 
filled with HOT water, and in the case 
of double sinks, the water should be let 
out at the same time. Mina has a double 
sink in her kitchen and one Saturday 
morning she followed the plumber’s in- 
structions, as she does every week, but 
this particular Saturday morning, Mina 
stepped outside for just a minute and 
when she returned, the kitchen was 
flooded. Quite a mess to clean up, but 
after thinking it over Mina decided it 
was funny, and we do too. From now 
on, Mina is standing over that sink and 
watching the water very closely. ... 
Our proud Grandpa this month is 
George Barney. Connie Kay Morey ar- 
rived at 5:00 P.M. June 21 and weighed 


ceived the most appropriate gift of two fine pieces of luggage from 
his friends in the ‘‘warehouse.”’ The story of his retirement appears 
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in at a little over eight pounds. Mrs. 
Morey was the former Betty Barney, 
who, during her school years, worked for 
the Company. Awaiting for his little 
sister’s arrival is five year old Gary. 
Grandpa Barney is very proud of his 
family. Betty was the first girl born in 
the family, Gary the first grandson and 
Connie Kay the first granddaughter. 
Congratulations, Proud Grandpa Barney. 
. .. Taking a trip to Omaha and Grand 
Island were John Reed and Herman 
Studier to gather information on use 
of ohmmeters for cable splicers. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Behm and Al are taking their 
vacation and journeying to Minnesota to 
take advantage of the opening days of 
bass fishing. . . . He’s a man of means, 
but certainly not a mean man. We’re 
talking, of course, about George Keith, 
who recently discovered a several weeks’ 
old pay check tucked away in the corner 
of his desk. Such affluence!! ... As 
long as Mina Jorgensen has been order- 
ing supplies for the General Plant Office, 
she was floored by the request of John 
Reed. John asked her to order some 
razor blades. Mina’s eyebrows raised and 
a strange expression on her face made 
John give this reply. “I don’t use them 
for shaving.” John reports that he uses 
them for correcting his drawings.... The 
last part of June, George Keith’s men 
are working as follows: Darnold—Fair- 
bury; Guthrie — Tecumseh; Robison — 
Raymond and Malcolm; Caldwell—Mal- 
colm; Barney and Wohlberg—Surprise. 
George has been working at Malcolm, 
and, as usual, he and his boys turned 
out a cut over on June 22 without a 
hitch. The rain has sort of spoiled these 
boys’ week ends. . . . Come September 
a name change will take place for your 
editor, if the navy doesn’t keep him. 
Anyone knowing of an apartment, kindly 
contact your editor.... These cool 
week ends have contributed to the paint- 
ing of a little white house, but a sun 
tan is slightly diminishing. .. . Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Woods left for their summer 
home in Wisconsin on Lake Superior 
and will be back some time in Septem- 
ber. ... Taking her vacation in June 
was Aletha Davison who reports spend- 
ing a nice quiet one at home. . . . Doro- 
thy Lefler has been elected treasurer of 
the Pioneer Association. Congratulations, 
Dorothy! 


Service Department, Lincoln 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Our vacationers this month include E. 
Wedgwood, who spent a week in the 
Black Hills enjoying fishing and visiting 
points of interest. He was accompanied 
by his son from Chicago, who was here 
visiting. . . . Arleen Heitman spent her 
vacation visiting her parents in DeSmet, 
South Dakota. . . . Lee Rauch says the 
fishing in Minnesota was very good and 
he caught quite a few. . . . Lloyd Jen- 
kins took a trip to California, as did Ray 


Risser Cops Handicap bolf Crown 


Tom Risser, engineering depart- 
ment sharpshooter, walked off with 
the honors in the annual handicap 
golf tournament held last month at 
Pioneer Golf Course at Lincoln. Tom 
carded an even ninety for his gross 
scoring effort and with a handicap of 
18 strokes entered a net score of par 
72 which stood up against a field of 
22 mashie swingers, Chauncey Eg- 
geress was right behind him with a 
net 73. 

The boys were up against profes- 
sional competition for medalist hon- 
ors with Les Davies, former pro at 
Hillcrest and now with the Lincoln 
plant department, firing an even 80 


for the prize in this department. 
Other prize winners were Howard 
Spahnle with the most holes in 6; 
George Walroth, closest to pin on 
number 7; Dick Welch, short drive on 
number 1; and Chauncey Eggeress 
for his long drive on 18. Six four- 
some prizes also were awarded. 
Dewey Nelsen had a fine shot on 17 
and won a hearty hand clasp from 
the Secretary. The day’s activities 
were concluded with a dinner at 
Sandy’s. 

Plans are under way for the annual 
medalist tournament which probably 
will be held in September at Hill- 
crest Country Club in Lincoln. 


Baldwin. ... M. H. Metcalf spent his 
time visiting throughout Nebraska and 
Mr. end Mrs. W. Shuck spent part of 
their vacation in Wyoming. ... Ernest 
Barney made his vacation serve a double 
purpose—a rest, and time out to get 
married. Congratulations, Ernest... . 
We also had two fellows who just stayed 
at home and caught up on the work that 
piles up over a year’s time. "These were 
R. L. Dalton and E. R. Travis. .. . E. L. 
Martin and E. O. Wait vacationed this 
month, but got away before we could 
find out their plans. ... We are glad 
to see Belle Howery and Dell Gilmore 
back on the job. Both have been on the 
sick list for some time with fractures. 

Mae Regler has been absent for 
several days, due to an injured shoulder 
which was the result of a fall on a 
newly waxed floor at home. We hope 
to see her back real soon. ... John 
Loudenback has transferred out to “3” 
Office to assist at nights, and A. E. Dulin 
has come from “3” office to assist here 
in the Main switchroom. . . . We extend 
our sympathy to Jay Pugsley, whose wife 
passed away June 15, and to S. Nevin 
whose wife passed away June 3. 
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Supply Department 
Ramona Wendland, Associate Editor 


With so many new faces around these 
quarters this month we'd better start off 
by putting out our “Welcome” mat. Our 
new employees include J. R. Gordon, 
F. M. Condos, D. W. Smith and K. E. 
Versaw all employed temporarily for 
the summer months in our General 
Repair Shop. We’re glad to have them 
with us. We also wish to welcome H. L. 
Tejcka and J. N. Moore to our ware- 
house force. New office employees are 
Arthur R. Sharp and Patricia Peters, 
who answer to the names of “Art’’? and 
“Pat,” and we hope they like being with 
us. . . . Seems we can’t win. We gain 
new employees only to lose others. Gay 
Henderson of the Shop force transferred 
recently to the Engineering Department. 
We hate to see Gay go but know that 
he’ll like his new surroundings. Our 
other loss is Dale Harp of the Motor 
Vehicle Department who resigned re- 
cently. We'll miss Dale, too. . . . There 
are a few vacations to report already this 
season, however, not much information 
as to the whereabouts and whats-doing. 


New Blood For Club Room Committee 


A piece of dark and spurious busi- 
ness was transacted at the recent 
bowlers’ party when the men gath- 
ered there were given slips of paste- 
board and told to write down the 
names of their two best friends. 
Shortly thereafter it was announced, 
over the loud speaker, that a new 
club room committee had been elect- 


ed, consisting of William Quinn, 
chairman, and John Fischer, presi- 
dent. They succeed John Backstrom 
and Bedric Wanek, who were ten- 
dered the office a decade or so ago 
and have since operated under the 
theory that it was less bother to do 
the work of the office than to call 
a meeting and get elected off the 
committee. 


The number one policy of the new committee is to make the club room a better spot 
for rest and relaxation. Committeemen Fisher and Quinn are shown in their first 
meeting putting the policy into practical application. 


Merle Chamberlain of the warehouse 
has started on the long trek for Canada 
with stopovers in the western part of the 
state. ... Harry Smith has completed 
a week of his vacation, however, he took 
his vacation like the postman who goes 
for a walk. In between his time spent 
down here he managed to cultivate num- 
erous blisters and callouses while work- 
ing around home. Seems he was glad 
to return to work so he could recuperate. 
. . . Incidentally, we might mention that 
while Merle Chamberlain is away on 
vacation A. E. Linden is doing a nice job 
of maintaining our route’ delivery 
schedules. ... “Bill” Rosenthal is an- 
other vacationer but he managed to keep 
his schedule a secret. No one seems to 
know his whereabouts so that will have 
to wait until next month....H. M. 
Miller of the Repair Shop spent his va- 
cation in “sunny” California and seems 
to have had a grand time. W. R. Knee 
clso of the Repair Shop took a week of 
his vacation but reports he didn’t do 
much. . . . Seems we have several fish- 
ermen in this vicinity. Or so-called fish- 
ermen. Rollie Winders seems to have 
had the best luck and didn’t have to 
traver far, however, Welton Grant picked 
a choice spot twice as far but looks 
rather glum when questioned about his 
catches. Seems they were rather nil. 
Oh well, better luck next time.... There 


is another lucky new-car owner in the 
Supply Department. Axel Berglund is 
sporting a 1948 Chevrolet Club Coupe 
end it is a thing of beauty. However, 
we suspect that Axel drives it only when 
given permission by Mrs. Berglund. Isn’t 
that right, Axel? ... Our bets regarding 
the intentions of Anne and Leona Pavel 
were right. They both are fairly beam- 
ing about thier new diamonds acquired 
within a short time of each other. The 
weddings are set for the near future and 
we certainly wish them every happiness. 


Traffic Department 


General Traffic and Cafeteria 
By Betty Hansen 


Mary Tice and Betty Hansen cele- 
brated birthdays this month and both 
had surprise birthday parties. The 
cafeteria staff presented each of them 
with presents. . . . Vacationers from our 
Cafeteria force this month included Mrs. 
Watson and Mrs. Norris. Mrs. Watson 
spent her vacation at home, the high- 
light of it being University of Nebraska 
graduation where two of her sons re- 
ceived degrees. Mrs. Norris took a tour 
through Minneapolis, Minnesota, then to 
Seattle, then by boat to Portland, and 
coming home through California... . 
Mary Tice visited her sister’s family in 
Minnesota for three days. . . . The wel- 
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come mat goes out to our new employee, 
Norma Van Winkle, who has taken Clara 
Mitchell’s place. . . . Betty Hansen and 
Norma Van Winkle graduated from Lin- 
coln High School this spring. . . . Mary 
Tice has bought a house and is busy get- 
ting settled. ... Congratulations to 
Donna Brusnahan Olson who was married 
on June 5 at Saint Mary’s Cathedral in 
Lincoln. . . . Pearl O’Hehir spent her 
ten-day vacation in Arizona. ... Paul 
Henson vacationed in Washington, D. C., 
and Rochester, New York. 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Ruth and Lola Hetherington spent a 
week-end at their home in Lawrence. 
. . . Margaret Lindblad, whose marriage 
to Charles Elliot was an event of June, 
has resigned her position in our depart- 
ment, where she will be greatly missed by 
all. She was honoree at a shower given by 
her office associates at Cotner Terrace 
at which a very lovely evening was 


spent. ... Mable Volpp spent a week 
visiting old friends from Portland, Ore., 
at Kensington, Kansas. . . . Among the 


many pre-nuptial showers, which seems 
to be the order of the day, were two 
given for DeLores Glover by Ruth and 
Lola Hetherington and Mary Ormand at 
their respective homes. .. . Mary Stava 
came to work a little un-nerved one day 
and offered this explanation. Fire broke 
out in their apartment, and seemed bent 
on gaining head-way. Her roommate 
took things in hand, and ran to the land- 
lord’s apartment several floors away for 
water (not thinking of the sink in their 
apartment). The fire department finally 
arrived on the scene and quieted their 
fears. . .. The marriage of Arvilla Mc- 
Mahon and Merle Jensen took place at 
Fremont June 6th at 3 p.m. The couple 
are residing in North Bend. ... June 
Johnson, whose marriage to Carl Linke 
was an event of June 27th, was guest of 
honor at a shower given by Mickey 
Eilers at her home. She was assisted 
by Iva Mae Upton and Doris Eastman. 

The marriage of DeLores Glover 
and Ray Slote took place at Hickman 
at the Hickman Presbyterian church Fri- 
day evening, June 18th. The couple 
was attended by Mrs. Jean Ortegren, 
sister of the bride, as matron of honor, 
Lola Hetherington as bridesmaid, and 
Ruth Hetherington as_ candle-lighter. 
Mrs. Slote has resigned and the couple 
is residing in Lincoln. . . . We wonder 
why Esther Borchers has that far-away 
dreamy look in her eyes come each 
week-end. Couldn’t be the boy-friend, 
could it, Esther?p—Hmm, we wonder.... 
Mickey McCracken gave a shower at 
her home for Mrs. Jack Staberg, formerly 
Marian Jelinek. ... We just brushed 
and brushed at a fly, which persisted in 
clinging to Lorraine Williams’ dress. 
Then somebody got their fingers stuck 
in the pin underneath, so we’ve named 


Lorraine the practical joker. . . . Vaca- 
tionists are many, and include Juanita 
Schleif, Ruth Straka, Viola Clough, Bar- 
bara Benson, Erma Bauers, Addalane 
Lorenson, Helen Pierson, Wilma Wergin, 
Olga Livers, Lillian Baker, Dorothy 
Bryan, Georgia Harrold, Delpha Packett, 


Dorothy Barker, and Vernita Vorce. ° 


Doris Sutton spent her vacation in Den- 
ver, Colo. She reports her jaunts to 
the mountains the highlight of her trip. 
We wonder what interest besides the 
scenery the mountains held for Doris. 
Doris Eastman vacationed at her home 
in Newport. ... We welcome new em- 
ployees as follows: Lindell Wanda, Lor- 
ette Vose, Josephine Waples, Marjorie 
Vrana, Maxine Pointer, and Doris Gillett. 
. . . New classes include Ola Albin and 
Tyra Goodwin, taught by Bernice Itzen; 
Waunetta Bingham and Nancy Kunhart, 
instructed by Elaine Scovell; Georgia 
Sechovec and Sharon Worth, taught by 
Dorothy Grafton, and Anne Myers and 
Eileen Imig, instructed by Betty Kroger. 
: We extend sympathy to Donnie 
Gault and Ive Mae Upton in the deaths 
of their father and brother, respectively. 
. . . We and especially our girls’ baseball 
team are really proud of the team’s new 
uniforms which are gray and red. 


Southern District 
Wilma Stolzenburg, Associate Editor 


Auburn 
Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 


Vacations seem to head the list around 
here. One of our operators, Thayer Mor- 
gan, has returned from her vacation 
which was spent in Plattsmouth and 
Omaha. Glad you enjoyed yourself, 
Thayer. Those enjoying their vacations 
at the present time are Vivian Kenney, 
assistant chief operator, and George 
Eggleston, combinationman.... We 
welcome Barbara Gillespie and Doris 
Smith to our throng of operators. Good 
Luck, Girls. 


Beatrice 
Ileta Mumford and Shirley Gish, 
Correspondents. 

This time of the year vacations are 
the talk of the hour. ... Joyce Eden 
ventured to Colorado and reports a grand 
time. . . . Louise Schmidt just got back 
from the Ozarks. . . . Harriet Hummer, 
Evelyn Menke and Bonnie Weier spent 
their time around home. ... We hang 
out the welcome mat for Betty Rickard, 
Della Everts, Bonnie Shoup, and Greta 
Sherrill. We also extend our welcome 
to a couple of former operators, Wanda 
Bott and Barbara Roland. ... Our 
deepest sympathy goes to Hedwig Elms- 
hauser and Alyce White in their recent 
bereavement. . . . It’s nice to have Anna 
Menninga back again with us after hav- 
ing been ill. Our Night Chief Oper- 
ator, Mable Weiting, testing her chiid- 
hood capers, tackled the slippery slide 
at a picnic but instead of having a grand 
evening slid into a cast for six weeks. 


Dotty Kinard is recuperating from an op- 
eration. . . . Now with summer upon us 
our office has been greatly benefited by 
having a coke machine, which was in- 
stalled recently. Everyone enjoys a coke. 
. . . We just couldn’t help but notice a 
certain 3rd finger, left hand, and we do 
mean Shirley Frey. Congratulations. 

. We were sorry to see Ruth Haga 
leave the district office. uth moved 
to Norfolk; but holding true was the 
saying “Something lost is something 
gained” and our good gain was Wilma 
Stolzenburg from the Lincoln Office. 
We're putting this big “WELCOME” 
in type for you, Wilma. 


Dawson 
Frances Duryea is back at work after 
her two weeks vacation. 


Daykin 
Mrs. June Carman, Chief Operator- 
Cashier, has started her vacation and will 
visit in Lincoln. 


Fairbury 
Mandane Reid, Correspondent 

Charlie Vandevort, Custodian, is on a 
two-week vacation spending part of the 
time in Denver, Colorado, visiting his 
daughter. ... Recent Lincoln visitors 
from the Traffic Department have been 
Dorcas Slater, Emilie Bleich and Matilda 
Alphers. ... Edna Schoenrock and 
Wauneta Child are on vacation from the 
Traffic Department. Edna was in Lin- 
coln and North Loup, and Wauneta vis- 
ited in David City. . . . Hazel Priefert 
of the Traffic Department has resigned 
to take over the duties of a housewife. 
. . . We wish to welcome Joyce Blanton, 
Darlene Garber, and Elizabeth Rohlfing 
to the Traffic Department. ... Eileen 
Aubert, Traffic, is spending her vacation 
at home. 


Humboldt 
Mariella Williamson, Correspondent. 


Mr. Haith is back from his vacation, 
most of which was spent in Red Cloud. 

. . Mary Meister is vacationing at pres- 
ent but we are storry to report that she 
had the misfortune of falling into an 
open furnace register. Tell us more, 
Mary. ... Norma Lee Arnold is back 
with us again following an operation on 
her ankle. She’s getting along, even 
though she has to use crutches... .B.A. 
Isaman, former manager, was a visitor 
in our Office on June 19th. 


PAWNEE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
(Connecting Company) 


Rosalie Stewart, Correspondent 


Our newly married girls, Avis and 
Berneice, are back on the job after their 
vacations. Avis and Bob spent their 
honeymoon in Denver.... We had show- 
ers for the girls, and many nice gifts were 
received. ... Mrs. Hartman is leaving 
us in August to live on the farm. Some- 
one should send her a copy of the “Poul- 
try Journal’ so she can teach the chickens 
how to read.... Mr. Flowerday and 
family have left us for their new home 
in Hastings. Dan Smith has moved his 
family here; hope they like it with us. 
. . . We had a farewell party for Joanne 
Stitt, who has moved to Beaudette, Min- 
nesota. Good luck, Joanne. ... Mrs. 
Dora Corn, night operator, accompanied 
by her daughter, Mrs. Joan Baker of 
Kansas City, enjoyed a two weeks vaca- 
tion with relatives in the state of Georgia. 

. Edna McDonald and her husband 
are vacationing in California. Mr. Mc- 
Donald went there as a Home Service 
Red Cross Delegate. . . . Carrie Payne 
has joined our traffic force. Welcome, 
Carrie. 


Two pre-nuptial showers were given DeLores Glover of the Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment last month. The scenes of the occasions were the homes of Ruth and Lola Hethering- 
ton and Mary Ormand. DeLores appears second from left in the front row. Associate 
Editor Mary Ormand supplied the picture for which we say ‘many thanks.” 
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Chris Haberman took time out recently to write John McKinzie and send 
this picture of some of his fishing activities in California. Chris writes that 
he has recently purchased a home in San Diego and likes living on the 
coast very much. He has a fine garden, a 16 foot boat and keeps himself 
occupied as one could well imagine. The catch pictured in the snap shot are 
cod, sea bass and a few halibut totaling about 90 pounds which he says they 


hauled in from the 
ocean at 125 feet of 
water. Chris extends 
greetings to his many 
friends in the Com- 
pany and we’re sure 
he would enjoy hear- 
ing from them in re- 
turn. His new address 
1s 1211 Chalcedony 
Street, Mr. Haberman, 
who appears at left in 
the picture, was area 
manager at Seward 
until his retirement 
last year. 


Tecumseh 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


Waldo Harrington’s father, R. E. Har- 
rington of Kanorado, Kansas, visited him 
May 23. ... Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Good are the parents of a boy, born 
June 5, in the St. Mary’s Hospital at 
Nebraska City. . . . Jerrie Murphy came 
to work the morning after her birthday 
wearing a diamond. Congratulations, 
Jerrie, it surely does sparkle. ... Mary 
Estes became the bride of Earl Tedford 
at the Parsonage of the Christian Church 
at 8:00 p.m., Saturday, May 29. Mrs. 
Tedford has been a commercial clerk 
for the past year, and before that time 
had been employed in the Traffic De- 
partment at Cook... Norma Jean 
Buchman and Alfred Eilers of Sterling, 
were united in marriage on Sunday, 
May 30. The ceremony took place in 
the Christian church at 2:30. After a 
short honeymoon to Denver, they made 
their home in Sterling. Mrs. Eilers was 
employed in the Traffic Department for 
the past year. ... Mary Kalin has 
transferred from the Traffic to the Com- 
mercial Department to fill the vacancy 
of commercial clerk. Arabelle Oltmann 
is the newest Plug-Pusher. ... The 
Open House held June 7 and 8 was a 
great success and 376 guests were con- 
ducted through the building by Messrs. 
Ryan, Eckles, and Husing. .. . Every 
time Bill Eckles goes home he takes a 
companion with him. What’s the mat- 
ter, Bill, don’t they have any girls in 
Nelson? ... Another wedding of inter- 
est took place this month on Saturday 
evening, June 19, at Sterling when Bev- 
erley Waymire became the bride of 
Raymond Johnson, of the Plant Depart- 


ment. ... And then there is always 
someone on vacation. . Ted Husing 
will spend his vacation visiting relatives 
in Kentucky and West Virginia. .. . 
Dorothy Agena of the Traffic Depart- 
ment spent her vacation in Sterling. 

. . Our Area Manager, Tyler Ryan, is 
planning to spend the first two weeks 
of July in Minnesota fishing. Raymond 
Johnson’s vacation will also be the first 
two weeks in July. We haven’t heard 
where it will be spent, but some honey- 
moon spot would be appropriate. 


Wilber 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent. 

Anna Aden spent a few days of her 
vecation at the home of her sister and 
brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Lloyd at Omaha. Her sister Amelia was 
Betty Anthony is 
spending her vacation at home. 


Western District 


Goldia M. Simons, Associate Editor 


also a visitor. ... 


Geneva 
Betty Schupbach, Correspondent 


Phyllis Most, Traffic Department, has 
been ill since the 3rd of June. She is 
now spending her vacation in Illinois. 
We hope to be seeing you back from your 
vacation feeling as well as ever... . 
Myra Metcalf was a visitor in the traffic 
department during the week of June 7. 


Harvard 
Mrs. Hoppens and family took a trip 
to the Black Hills and Casper, Wyoming, 
and returned to Harvard June 19. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Brenneman are léav- 
ing June 23 for Aurora, Illinois, to at- 
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tend the wedding of their niece. . . . Mr. 
and Mrs. Fishback visited friends in 
Kearney June l11.. Anna_ Larson 
spent May 29th in Omaha and attended 
the wedding of Mary Louise Welsh and 
Jarold Sharkey. 


Hastings 


Frances Finnie, Correspondent 


Vacations are really in full swing now 
and the girls are enjoying trips to Wis- 
consin, Denver, New York, or just relax- 
ing at home. ... We are glad to see 
Loretta Einspahr, Doris Bramble, Flor- 
ence Grosshans, Virginia Stang, Lois 
Opsal, and Rae Ellen Grannis back with 
us once more after vacations. . . . Betty 
Hemberger and Donna Belle Budler are 
still enjoying the mountains. We cer- 
tainly envy you girls! .. . Aryllis Bierow 
has now joined the ranks as a married 
woman as Mrs. Joynt. Best of luck, 
“Pinky.” 2% 
girls, Bonita Beiriger, Lois Hawkinson, 
Virginia L. North, Thelma Petteys, Mary 
Helen Pigeon, and Johanna Schiefelbein. 

. . Louetta Jensen and Darlene Aulner 
have just completed their toll training. 

The coke machine was the most 
praised item in the Hastings exchange 
last month because funds were taken 
from the coke machine to have a picnic 
for all the females working for the 
LT&T. There was more food, more cold 
drinks, more fun, and last but not least, 
more stiff joints following. Early in the 
evening a ball game was played and the 
score was a little one-sided but that can 
all be explained. When choosing sides 
the girls on the soft ball team knew what 
they were doing, but to us who never 
play we just chose and as you see the 
score ended 30 to 6. Guess who won? 
Nearly all of the ball team was on one 
side, so now you know how one-sided it 
was. ‘They won very fairly and that 
was what hurt! Almost all of the girls 
were there to enjoy the fun but a few 
unlucky ones had to work twelve o’clocks. 
Don’t worry girls, we hope they will be 
able to attend the next one, and we 
certainly hope there are more to come! 
Congratulations to the committee who 
arranged the picnic They were Dar- 
lene Aulner, Deloris White, Arline John- 
son, Loretta Einspahr, Aletha Bennett, 
and Mary Dickerson....One day Aletha 
Bennett was complaining about being so 
sore and stiff because she unfortunately 
fell out of a cherry tree. We are not 
sure whether Aleta practices her enunci- 
ation but Mrs. Wollovetz came in just 
in time to hear the tail end and was very 
puzzled all evening thinking she had 
heard Aletha say she fell out of a church. 

. . Virginia North, a new local student, 
answered her residence telephone early 
one morning during training by saying, 
“Number, Please.” The calling party 
was very amazed. Tell me, Virginia, do 
you get paid overtime for working at 
home too? 


We have six new local 
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Hebron 
Evelyn Dutcher, Correspondent 
Evelyn Dankenbring, Cashier at Heb- 
ron, was married on June 6 to Richard 
Dutcher of Hebron. Congratulations to 
you, Evelyn. . . . Miss Dorothy Stowell 
of the Traffic Department has joined 
the ranks of the married people also. She 
became Mrs. Frank Runge on June 11. 


Osceola 
Mrs. Betty I. Beebe, Correspondent 


The Commercial Office looks very nice 
after being redecorated with a new coat 
of paint. . . . Bill Mouden is on the sick 
list this month. We are glad to hear that 
he is feeling fine after his recent opera- 
tion and will be back to work soon. ... 
Mary Word spent June 4th and 5th at 
the Junior League Conference in Lin- 
coln. ... The Traffic Department en- 
joyed a visit from two former employees, 
Esther Brown and Bess Greig, both of 


-California. . . . Miss Seymour visited the 


Osceola and Stromsburg offices this 
month. 


Polk 
Clara Anderson spent June 11 in York 
and June 19th and 29th in Lincoln shop- 
ping and visiting. . . . Joyce Jones spent 
June 18th in Grand Island shopping.... 
Esther Whitacre is spending one week 
of her vacation at home. 


Shelby 

Grace Lux is first on the vacation list, 
taking one week of her vacation at home. 
. . . Mrs. Mayme Carroll and her sister, 
Rose Halligan, are attending a family 
reunion in Lincoln June 20. ... Char- 
lotta Westly attended the wedding of 
her nephew in Gibbon on June 10... 
We wish to extend our deepest sympathy 
to Mrs. Thrasilla Kubicek in the loss of 
her mother who passed away May 31. 


Stromsburg 


Edith Matteson is enjoying her vaca- 
tion in sunny California. 


Sutton 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 
Miss Clara Heinz, Traffic Department, 
is spending her vacation at home. 


Superior 
Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 

Mabel (Mickey) McNulty is a new 
operator at our exchange. She started 
to work June 1. “Mickey” is from 
Sydney, Australia, and is making her 
home with her father-in-law here in 
Superior. Her husband is a turret cap- 
tain in the Navy, and at this time is 
abroad on the VU. S. S. Macon on his 
way to Europe. He expects to return 
to the states in September and receive 
his discharge in October. “Mickey” left 
Australia on October 22, 1946, flying to 
Auckland, New Zealand, on the Pan- 
American clipper, stopped at New Cale- 
donia, Fiji Islands, Canton Islands, and 
in Honolulu, crossing the International 
date line, before landing in San Fran- 
cisco. She went to Oakland where she 
and Mr. McNulty were married and had 


two weeks honeymoon on the west coast. 
Then Mr. McNulty was transferred into 
six different states at different times. 
Before coming to the U. S. Mickey 
worked for the Hydrographic Branch of 
the Water Conservation and Irrigation 
Commission in Sydney. She thinks our 
country is wonderful and feels quite at 
home, as they have the same movies, 
dress, music, and speak the same lan- 


guage with a somewhat different accent.. 


She says the similarity between the two 
countries is surprising. We are very 
happy to welcome you, “Mickey.” ... 
Pat Shafer is another new comer in our 
Traffic Department. She graduated from 
Superior High School in 1948.... Mary 
Ann Robinson, Chief Operator, has been 
absent since June 8 due to illness. She 
has been in the hospital for several days, 
but is better and expects to return to 
work July 1. ... The Kiwanis Club 
visited our exchange on June 18th.... 
Girls from the Traffic Department who 
have been shopping out of town are: Pat 
Gourley in Lincoln; Frances Meyer in 
Grand Island; and Blanche Linson in 
Omaha. ... Frances Meyer says we 
can’t tell what she was shopping for, so 
we can’t tell, but one of these days we will 
tell you all about it, won’t we Frances? 

Clarinda Lake is on vacation and 
we have noticed several girls with a far- 
away look in their eyes, and we know 
ever so well that we will be writing about 
what those eyes saw on vacations... . 
A few weeks ago, Mr. Kubat, Area Man- 
ager, drove to Lincoln to attend a meet- 
ing, and being a little late, felt very 
fortunate in finding what he thought 
was a parking lot without spending hours 
trying to find a place to park. He 
jumped out of his car and was giving 
the attendant final instructions and try- 
ing to get away to go to the meeting 


Viola Dunn, chief operator at Fairbury, 
is indeed the athletic miss. An unnamed 
correspondent tells us that she relaxes this 
way after a hard day at the office. 
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when he was advised that he had parked 
in a Used Car Lot. Oh my, we wonder 
what he said! 


York 


Norma DeBoer, Correspondent 

Wedding bells were ringing again for 
someone in the Traffic Department, and 
this time for Alice McCartney. The cere- 
mony took place at the United Brethren 
parsonage, June 6th. She is now known 
as Mrs. Cotner. Congratulations. . 
June Henning is on her vacation now. 
She went to the “wet” state of Idaho. 
No one seems to know just what part 
of Idaho she is visiting but we will not 
be surprised if she comes home on a 
raft. ... Speaking of rafts, Mae Zarr 
was about to depart for the T.O. this 
morning when the rains came and the 
lightning and thunder right behind it. 
Well, Mae had no raft and no raincoat 
so one of the men in the Plant Depart- 
ment had to go rescue her. Oh! these 
summer rains. . .. We have added two 
new operators since the last bit of news. 
They are Mary Woodhead and Anita 
Cotner. These ambitious girls are quick 
at picking up phrases from the other 
operators, for instance one day Anita 
asked, “Do we have to study for toll 
after we have been on long distance for 
awhile?” ... Mrs. Reetz will start on 
her vacation next week. . . . Ardis Bur- 
hoop has been home for several weeks 
due to infection in her throat. Here’s 
wishing you a speedy recovery, Ardis, 
and we hope you will be back to work, 
as good as new, real soon. ... Ruth 
Swanson of the Commercial Department 
is on vacation. Not so very long ago 
Ruth got a sparkler on the third finger, 
left hand. We all suspected Ruth might 
become Mrs. Luft while on her vacation 
and she did, June 15th, and the ceremony 
took place in Fremont, Nebr. Congratu- 
lations, Ruth! ... There is a new face 
in the Commercial Department also. 
Dixie Blake from Missouri. Welcome, 
Dixie! . . . Alex Pauley of the Plant De- 
partment is going to spend his vacation 
fishing in Canada. May we come too? 


I CAN'T GIVE YOU MORE 
THAN TWO HUNDRED 
ON A TRADE-IN! 
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i ~p FRANK KUBAT, SUPERIOR , DROVE TO 
LINCOLN 10 ATTEND A MESTING AND Fst 


FORTUNATS, 10 FIND A PARKING LOT CLOSE TO 
HZ OFFICES. AFTER FIGHTING OFF Two 


a 
EUNICE ZEHR AND DORIS GLOCK., ACCOUNTING 
DSPARTMSNT. ARS RABID MIDGET AUTO RACING 
fiNs AND SAT IN THS FRONT ROW AT THE RACES 


INSISTENT SALESMIEN HE FOUND Hé HAD PARKED FIER A RECENT HEAVY RAIN , THE MUD BALLS 
CAME AT THEM LIKE BULLETS AND THEY WERE 


IN A USED CAR LOT. 
ee TWO SORRY SIGHTS WHEN THE PROGRAM 
“U WELL,1 SEE 116 JE | WAS OVER , 
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LINCOLN, CAME STRUGGLING INTO THE CAFETERIA WITH 
A BIG SACK OF SUGAR A FEW DAYS HGO- AND WiTH 
VIMOST CARE LEST HE SPILL A GRAIN, POURED IT 
INTO THE BIN. . THE FLOUR BIN .// 
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JIM BAXTER, LINCOLN SERVICE, GAVE. THE 
PROBLEM OF TREE WIRE A BIG THINK- AND 
DECIDED THAT, BY USING BEES-WAX AS A 
LUBRICANT, THE WIRE SHOULD THREAD MORE EASILY 
INTO THE LOOM. . SO HE CALLED THE BO¥S AROUND 
TO WITNESS THE DEMONSTRATION . THE INVENTION 
DIED ‘ABORNING WHEN THE BEES" WAX ROLLED UP 


A NEWSPAPER AROUND HER FOR HER JOURNEY 
FROM THE HOTEL To THE OFFICE. 


OTHER DAY SHE STARTED FOR THE OFFICE IN 
A HURRY, QUITE FORGETTING THAT SHE’D LEFT 
HER SHOES BEHIND- BUT SUDDENLY REALIZED 
ITWHEN SHE STEPPED IN A PUDDLE OF WATER 
OUT ON THE SIDEWALK , 


DO WE HAVE To LEARN ABOUT 
@® “TOLL AFTER WE HAVE 
ype STUDIED “LONG DISTANCE" 
a e FORA WHILE ? 


THUS SPAKE ANITA COTNER., STUDENT OPERATOR , YORK , 
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SO TIGHTLY IT APPEARED To BE WELDED, 


THE BOYS AT TECUMSEH CANT FIGURE OUT IF ALEX 
HALVERSTADT KNEW WHAT HE WAS SAYING IN HIS 
WAKING WORDS FOLLOWING HIS RECENT OPERATION. 


THE IMPACT OF BYE-GONE CUSTOMS UPON 
MODERN WAYS OF LIFE WAS NEVER MORE: 
VIVIDLY DEMONSTRATED THAN DURING 
THE RECENT TORNADO WHEN A BIG 
SCHOOL HOUSE “BO¥S BUILDING" SAILED 
TROUGH THE LINCOLN-KANSAS CITY TOLL 
LEAD NORTH OF TECUMSEH TAKING OUT 
EVERY CIRCUIT = SCORE ONE FOR 
THE OLDEN TIMES. 


ie THE £665! 
v4 


IF THIS ASTONISHING FEAT WASNT SUPPORTED 
BY DOCUMENTARY PROOF WE WOULDN'T 
BELIEVE IT EITHER — BUT THE GOOD WIFE 
OF EDITOR GORMAN COOKED SIXTEEN KING: SIZED 
PANCAKES FOR THEIR BREAKFAST ONE MORNING 
AND WHEN SHE SAT DOWN TO EAT THERE WAS 
BUT ONE LEFT, THE AMAZING MR. G. HAD 


DEVOURED “THE. OTHER FIFTEEN 
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a A pe MARCIA WATSON CAFETERIA 

HELEN GOIT, ACCOLINTING DéPT. |] MATRON, BAKED A VERY FLAT 

HAS BEEN EVICTED 4- TIMES IN }{ CAKE WITHOUT THE USE OF A 

3 WEEKS: IT MUST BEA RECORD! \ISINGLE EGG, A Few DAYS AGO. 
SORE AER BARGES Aa OE, 


LIKE CHEWING GUM, STICKING THE WIRE INTHE LOOM 
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des Employees’ Family Picnic, 
1948 version, has passed into his- 
tory and certainly will appear on 
its pages as one of the great land- 
marks among Company festivals. 
Held on August 14, at Capitol Beach, 
its huge throng of 750 merry-makers 
surpassed by a hundred or more, the 
record breaking crowd of last year. 
Fun and fellowship reached a new 
peak, and this happy state was large- 
ly brought about through the search 
for the “Mystery Person,” who had 
to be approached by a handshake and 
an introduction in order for the lucky 
person to be eligible for the prize. It 
is safe to say that everyone at the 
picnic met and shook hands with half 
a hundred other picnickers before 
Fred Strasser was finally unmasked 
as the “Mystery Person” by Barbara 
Kaiser at supper time. 
Right down the line the program 


pentinin res 
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game, which was kept under control 
by Umpires Howard Smith and EI- 
mer Dougherty, the picnic progressed 
through the afternoon with a varied 
assortment of games and contests 
directed by George Mann, and criti- 
cally judged by Lloyd Jenkins and 
Roy Mills. The final stunt, and the 
one which “brought down the house” 
was the chicken race. With the price 
of fowl where it is today, everyone 
was anxious to have a try at this 
golden opportunity to cut down on 
the grocery bill. The chickens didn’t 
have a chance. They, and many of 
the contestants, were completely sub- 
merged in the melee of threshing 
bodies when the lines converged. _ 

Winners of the various events and 
contests included such athletes as 
Carol Lockman, John Mills, Carol 
Ann Hart, Ronnie Ahl, Delores 
White, Carol Uticht, Paul Baldwin, 
Walter Rosenthal, Yvonne Gillespie, 


thy Ransom and Roland Delaney. 
The latter, a former football and 
track star at Northeast High, easily 
collected a lion’s share of the prizes. 
The gate prize, a beautiful floor lamp, 
was won, in a lucky number draw- 
ing, by Barbara Smith, whose daddy 
works at the A. T. & T. repeater sta- 
tion north of Lincoln 

K. L. Lawson again had the task 
of distributing “free-ride” tickets to 
the juveniles. Ken learned a lot last 
year about handling this job and 
keeps his footing well while sur- 
rounded by a milling mob of young 
ones. Besides, he is tall, and can 
pull himself into a tree if the going 
gets too tough. During the busy 
evening he deposited into clutching 
little hands the startling total of 1405 
tickets, which also stands as a new 
record in this endeavor. 

Playing a major role in the day’s 
success was the appearance of the 
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team as this year’s opponent for the 
Lincoln girls team in the feature 
attraction. The Hastings aggrega- 
tion had been formed earlier in the 
season, but had later disbanded and 
were reorganized for the picnic. 
There was a great deal of hard work 
in bringing all this about, and the 
untiring efforts of Harold Brady, 
Aletha Bennet, Marie Pearson, Ralph 
Wait, and others, paid rich divi- 
dends in treating the audience to a 
bang-up ball game. The Lincoln girls 
won, as was expected, through their 
big-stick work and greater experi- 
ence, but before the first half inning 
was over they found themselves giv- 
ing their all in their efforts to save 
the game and their reputation. The 
final score was 12 to 6 in seven 
innings. The game was high lighted 
by several fielding gems. Delores 
White, Hastings third-sacker sparked 
with an unassisted double play while 
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for the town’s best catcher, made a 
put-out on a foul that should have 
been far beyond her reach. Both in- 
fields played air tight ball and the 
runs that trickled across the plate 
were propelled by solid base hits. 
The West End turned out in droves 
to cheer their team, and none of 
them could have been disappointed in 
the performance of the Hello Gals 
from Hastings. 


The one discordant note of the fes- 
tive day was the absence of Guy 
Seaton, who is at his home recover- 
ing from a major operation. It seemed 
strange to attend a function of this 
kind withoat having him there to 
perform in his dual role of guiding 
genius and chief worrier. The picnic 
committees were composed of nearly 
the same members as last year and 
were appointed, because of this ex- 
perience, by Mr. Seaton before he 
left his desk several weeks ago. L. G. 


chairmen, and Lula Kloepper, per- 
sonnel secretary, had the unenviable 
task of correlating the multitude of 
details which attend such a success- 
ful picnic. Under the direction of 
this triumvirate the various com- 
mittees did a most commendable job. 
By reciting a few figures some no- 
tion can be had of the magnitude of 
the performance; for instance the 
Serving Committee dished out to the 
hungry chow lines an amazing total 
of 303 pounds of baked ham, 65 
dozen roasting ears, 1696 pounds of 
watermelon, 600 bottles of chocolate 
milk, orange juice, etc., untold 
spoonfuls of baked beans and innum- 
erable quarts of coffee. 

Space will not permit the giving 
of proper credit to the many other 
committee members who worked long 
and hard at their assignments. To 
them the NEWS extends the sincere 
compliments of the Company and its 


clicked with military precision. 
Ypening at 2 P.M. with a softball 


Dick Fischer, Marilyn Smith, Doro- Hastings Telephone Girls softball Dorothy Adkisson, ourown nominee Saunders and Alex Geist, as co- (Continued on Page 13) 


«’! Three principals at the picnic. Barbara Rae 
Smith, daughter of A.T.&T.'s E. A. Smith, 
| drew the lucky number for the ‘door prize." 
* | About to award the prize are L.G. ‘Pep’ 
Saunders and Alex Geist who did sick: a 
4 wonderful job of planning and conducting 
ithe picnic program in Guy Seaton's ab- 


. sence. 


Early registrants sign up under Russ Rauch's 
watchful eye. Left to right, Barbara Kaiser, i 
Esther Kehbling, Phyllis Lickei with Mr. and . 3. 
Mrs. Harlan Gillespie and Mr. and Mrs. bea 
Don Frankfurter. i 
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: Ball ‘genie a Heroine was Daleres White. of 
piceeinos who Se a hot liner with "hit" 


. a Joe Elartley assumes his familiar role as b : 
announcer at the ball game. Assisting him SQ 
is Billy Steffan of Hastings. 


’ hoe : . Da iene _ SaRa.. 
Fred Strasser is revealed as the Brevicn i 
“Mystery Person” with Barbara Kaiser the | 
winner of the prize for identifying him. 3 


a 


Dick Hobson, Lincoln traffic, enjoys the 
i trick mirrors at Capitol Beach fully as 
much as his young son, Dickie. 
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3 d Lincoln ball clubs pose before the game whi 
‘with Lincoln on the long end of a 12-6 score in a hard fought tussle. 
Hastings’ coach Ralph Wait and Lincoln's Harold Brady appear at 


¢ and right. 


astings an 


OR ROAR OOO ep 


extreme lef 


“e Roland Delaney o In proved 
~ himself the outstanding athlete on: 
“the field, winning three prizes dur- 
“ing the afternoon competition, He's ~ 
“Stossing the winning football throw # 
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John Fischer had his hands full dishing out focd to the long and 
hungry line but he came through in fine style. 
are Art Holcomb, Max Walker and Chauncey Eggerss. 
Jess May, Kent Eno, Asa Waters, Art King and O. L. 


At the serving table 
In the back- 


ground are 
Sturtevani, 


Smitn — and 


peg from Pitcher 
» Ruth Morrow for an out on first. The run- 
White, Hastings’ third sack 


abel snags 


eo Morrow and Arlene Zabel enjoy an 
d view of the picnic on a ferris 


wheel ride. 
ape BEL 


4 ner is Delores 


4 Coffer WAS a top favorite as usual in the 
ie. long lines of hungry picnickers. Ruth Straka 


Eo is doing the pouring. 


Highlight of the evening was the presentation of this fine piece 
of luggage to Clayton Liebhart, retired district plant manager, by 
E. Behm, general plant superintendent, 


gathering were 
"eats committee who "slaved" over hot stoves most of the afternoon. & 
Maybe these fellows will know what their wives mean from now on. @ 


heroes and her ro 
ow, Lincoln pitcher, slams out ° 
., a tlean single as Hastings’ catcher, Mary 

Dickerson, holds an empty glo 


The unique “chicken scramble” in which six 
lucky people emerged with the makings of 
fine Sunday dinners. 


Ump Howard Smith emerged with nary a 
pop bottle bruise in the ball game. Elmer 
Dougherty officiated at the bases. 


From where we sit it looks like anything but an honest deal. 
Seated around the table, starting with the sparsely crowned 
gentleman, are Harlan Cane, Bill Morris, Dick Spohn, Don Gil- 
more, Russ White, Art Keckler, Harold Wart and Roger Ghorm- 


ley. Kibitzers are Ivan Doran, seated, and George Mann, arms 
akimbo. 


Summer Smokor 


Yes, the Lincoln club room was smoky all right, but 
after all that’s what smokers are for, isn’t it? However, 
the 125 men who turned out July 30 to pay their re- 
spects to Clayton Liebhart on the occasion of his retire- 
ment and to welcome Max Walker as the new District 
Plant Manager didn’t seem to mind in the least. 


The new club room committee, John Fischer and Bill 
Quinn, did a wonderful job of handling the arrangements, 
presenting the program and even serving the food. It 
was a manvsized job and very well done. 


After a round of cards and conversation, a series of 
sports movies were shown and the evening was brought 
to a happy conclusion with a delicious supper. 


Highlighting the affair was the presentation of a 
handsome traveling bag to Mr. Liebhart by F. E. Behm, 
general plant superintendent, who spoke highly of ““Lieb’s” 
fine record of service and wished him many happy years 
to come on behalf of those present. 


dismal attempts we 
here that it will be 


After several 
He’s warning us 
Ai the table with him are L. G. Saunders, 
Swanson, Floyd Barnett and George Mann. 


We finally made the grade. 
got a picture of Walt Stewart. 
another fizzle. 


la Little of Brock j at the ball g 


The snooker table was a favorite spot during the evening and 
the boys managed to make some good shots in spite of abundant 
advice from the side lines. About to uncork a shot is Bob Stall, 
His competitors are Howard Stroup and D. C. Travis. 
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John H. Agee 


_B. I. Noble 


J. H. Agee Retires As Vice-President and 
beneral Manager 


Succeeded by B. I Noble as Vice-President 


je nearly twenty-three years of distinguished 

service to the Company and to the telephone industry, 
John H. Agee, vice-president and general manager, re- 
tired from that office effective August 1. He will continue 
as a member of the Board of Directors of the Company 
and as a member of its Executive Committee. 

B. I. Noble, formerly assistant vice-president and gen- 
eral manager, was named by the Board of Directors to 
succeed Mr. Agee as vice-president. 

President Thomas C. Woods, in a statement following 
the meeting of the Board, paid tribute to Mr. Agee in 
these words, “It is with deep regret that the officers and 
Board of Directors of the Company accept Mr. Agee’s 
retirement. During the past 23 years, as vice-president 
and general manager, he has provided constructive and 
sound management to the Company during a period beset 
with many perplexities. The drouth period, the depression, 
the war, and the ever-changing and increasing laws and 
regulations covering the operations of the Company, made 
his task a difficult one. His acceptance of his responsi- 
bilities and performance of them, are a tribute to his 
character and ability.” 

Mr. Agee is a telephone pioneer in the fullest sense 


of that term. He became interested in the telephone 
business 44 years ago, organizing the Adams Telephone 
Company in 1904 and building the first exchange in that 
community. He later merged this Company with the 
Johnson County Home Telephone Company at Tecumseh, 
an independent company which operated all exchanges in 
that county, and retained his interest in that Company 
until it was purchased by our Company in 1912. 

After graduating from the University of Nebraska 
College of Law in 1910, he engaged in general practice 
for the following sixteen years. During that period he was 
attorney for the Southern Nebraska Power Company, and 
in 1923 became general counsel for the United Telephone 
Company and the United Power and Light Company of 
Kansas with headquarters at Abilene. 

He joined our Company in January, 1926, when he 
was elected by the Board of Directors as a director and 
general manager. In 1932 he was made vice-president and 
general manager, which office he has held until his 
retirement. 

Mr. Agee is widely known and respected throughout 
the United States for his leadership and outstanding work 
in the United States Independent Telephone Association. 
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He was elected as director of that 
Association during his first year with 
our Company and has held that of- 
fice longer than any other director 
of the Association. In 1937 and 1938 
he served as president of the 
USGL A. and has since been a 
member of the Executive Commit- 
tee. Since the passage of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 he has 
been chairman of the Association's 
Employment Relations Committee. 
During World War II he served 
as a member of the Communications 
Division of the War Production 
Board. | 
Mr. Agee has been active in the 
organization and administration of a 
number of independent telephone 
groups in the middle west. He was 
one of the original organizers and 
officers of the United Telephone and 
Electric Company, the United Tele- 


phone Utilities and Continental Tele- 


phone group. He 1s a past director of 


the Peninsular Telephone Company 
of Tampa, Florida, and is a director 
of the Securities Acceptance Corpor- 
ation, the Central National Insurance 
Company and the Security Mutual 
Life Insurance Company. A leader 
also in Pioneer Activities, Mr. Agee 
is a past president of the Independ- 
ent Telephone Pioneer Association 
and a charter member of the Frank 


H. Woods Chapter of that organ- 
ization. 

Mr. Agee has always taken a lead- 
ing interest in state and civic af. 
fairs, contributing generously of his 
time and effort with notable success. 
He is a past president ot the Lincoln 
Chamber of Commerce, Lincoln 
Community Chest, University of 
Nebraska Foundation, University of 
Nebraska Alumni Association, and 
has served on the boards of practical- 
ly all of the larger civic organizations 
in Lincoln. He is a member of the 
Missouri River Basin Development 
Project, Lancaster Consistory of the 
Scottish Rite, Sesostris Temple, Ro- 
tary Club, Interprofessional Insti- 
tute, Lincoln Country Club, Uni- 
versity Club, the Nebraska Bar 
Association and the First Baptist 
Church. 


In 1941, Mr. Agee was a first 
recipient of the distinguished service 
award of the University of Nebraska 
which was presented to him in recog- 
nition of his many years of effort 
and loyalty to the interest and de- 
velopment of the University. 

Upon his return from a current 
vacation, Mr. Agee will continue his 
residence in Lincoln. 

Mr. Noble's carecr during his 21 
years with the Company has been 
distinguished by his ability and in- 
dustry. He had his first experience 
in the telephone business in 1922 
when he was employed as a ground- 
man with the Mountain States Bell 
Telephone Company in his home 
town of Thermopolis, Wyoming. 
After attending the University of 
Nebraska, he entered employment 
with our Company in 1927 as a 
groundman in the Lincoln Plant De- 
partment, after which he served as 
plant statistician for four years before 
promotion to the staff of the General 
Commercial Superintendent in 1934 
as sales supervisor. In August, 1939, 
he became area manager at York 
where he served until his entry into 
the Army in August 1942. He held 
a commission as Major with General 
Omar Bradley’s 12th Army Group, 
and during the latter part of his two 
years in the European Theater of 
Operations, he was promoted to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel and served as execu- 
tive officer of the Theater Signal 
Communications Service. He was 
discharged early in 1946 and has 
been active in Reserve Corps affairs 
since that time. Following his return 
from military service, he was made 
assistant vice-president and general 
manager. 

Mr. Noble is well known for his 
activities in civic and community af- 
fairs. He is a past president of the 
Lincoln Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, and in 1937 was the recipient 
of the distinguished civic service 
award of that organization. He also is 
a past national director of the U. S. 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

He holds memberships and offices 
in numerous organizations, both local 
and national. He is chairman of the 
Governor's State Committee on Dis- 
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Congratulations, Mr. Quinn 


W. D. “Bill” Quinn, Lincoln com- 
mercial representative, has always 
been a booster for the Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce and has taken an 
active part in its 
constructive pro- 
gram. As a fit- 
ting recognition 
of his interest 
and abilities, the 
JayCees recently 
appointed him a 
director for the 
State of Nebras- 
ka. The principal 
duty of his new 
office will be the organization of 
additional Junior Chamber groups in 
towns in this sector of the state. 

Bill has been with the Company 
since 1941 except for three years of 
Army service from 1942 to 1945. In 
addition to being a good telephone 
man he is one of the most popular 
members of the business office force. 
In JayCee circles he is Chairman of 
the “Get Out the Vote” committee 
and won much commendation from 
Lincoln business men for the fine 
job he did preceding the last 
election. 


W. D. Quinn 


placed Persons and the Industrial 
Committee of the Lincoln Chamber 
of Commerce, director of the Associ- 
ated Industries of Lincoln and a life 
member of the Army Signal Associa- 
tion and the University of Nebraska 
Alumni Association, and is a member 
of the Lincoln Country Club, Uni- 
versity Club, the American Legion 
and York Lodge No. 56, A.F.& A. 
M., at York. He is a past director of 
the Salvation Army and the Rotary 
Club, and is a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Lincoln Com- 
munity Chest, vice-president of the 
Lancaster Chapter of the American 
Red Cross and Treasurer of West- 
minster Presbyterian Church. 
During Mr. Noble’s residence in 
York, he was a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the York Chamber 
of Commerce and a director of the 


Y.M.C.A. and Rotary Club. 


Charles Olson Retires 
seas retirement of Charles J. Olson, 


area manager at Osceola, on Aug: 
ust 21, brought to a close a forty 
year record of service in the tele- 
phone industry. 
It was on August 
1, 1908, that 
Charlie was first 
employed by the - 
Nebraska _ Bell 
Telephone Com- 
pany as collector 
in their Lincoln 
office. He was 
one of six collec- 
tors whose duties 
were to collect the first bill on newly 
installed telephones and the final bill 
after service was discontinued. His 


Cc. J. Olson 


territory comprised the northeast por- 
tion of Lincoln beginning at 14th 
and O streets. He was named chief 
collector the following year and in 
1910 became special commercial 
agent. Later in the same year he was 
appointed commercial manager at 
Dorchester where he was serving at 
the time that the exchange was pur- 
chased by the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company in 1912. He 
continued employment with the Lin- 
coln Company, transferring to Jun- 
lata as manager in 1916. 

In 1917 he moved to Hastings as 
combinationman, because of the acute 
labor shortage caused by World War 
I, and in 1920 was promoted to the 
position of manager at Sutton, serv- 
ing in this capacity until he was 
named as area manager at Stromsburg 
in 1940. He moved to Osceola in 
1943 when the area headquarters 
were transferred from Stromsburg. 

The Great Outdoors has always 
had first call in Charlie’s selection of 
pastimes and he is an enthusiastic 
golfer and fisherman. These two hob- 
bies will no doubt occupy a promin- 
ent place in his future plans although 
on the immediate agenda is a leisurely 
trip to Oregon, where a son and 
daughter live, after which he will re- 
turn to Osceola to continue his resi- 
dence. Mr. Olson is a charter mem- 
ber of the Frank H. Woods Pioneer 
Chapter and has been granted a per- 
petual membership in the organiza- 


tion with the compliments of the 
Company. 

Commercial and plant operations 
in Polk County, which have been in 
charge of Mr. Olson, will be super- 
vised, respectively, by L. W. Cleve- 
land, area commercial manager, and 
George Mehuron, wire chief, at 
York. Mrs. Betty Beebe, cashier, will 
continue to operate the office at 
Osceola for the handling of orders 
and accounts and W. M. Mouden 
will handle installations and repair 
work as in the past. There is no con- 
templated change in the operating 
staff. 


Aerial Patrol of 


Telephone Cable 
AN AERIAL patrol of under- 


ground transcontinental cable be- 
tween Omaha and Cheyenne, part of 
which runs through the territory of 
our Company, was started in July. 
The purpose of the patrol is to ob- 
serve activities near or aproaching 
the cable which might result in dam- 
age to the cable and cause interrup- 
tions of service. Examples are terrac- 
ing, plowing of ditches, road con- 
struction work and fencing opera- 
tions. 


Flights are being made at about 80 _ 


miles per hour at an average altitude 
of 200 feet. This permits the pilot 
to observe action along the route of 
the cable and in case of activity by 
other than telephone company con- 
struction crews, he “buzzes” the 
workers and drops a message in a 
container with a yellow streamer, 
which warns them to avoid the 
cable. The pilot then notifies the 
first telephone truck that he sees of 
the potential danger spot. 

Maintenance work is done by A. 
T. & T. Long Lines trucks which 
have identification marks painted on 
top of the cab. If there is no truck 
at the scene of the project, the 
ground workers place a suitable iden- 
tification at the spot. 


Automatic dial telephone systems 
have just been installed in the Bel- 
gian Congo. 
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Bowling Time Again 
Tee Employee bowling leagues, 


with more than a hundred hope- 
ful entrants, opened the new season’s 
activities on September 8, at Bowl- 
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mor Lanes, Lincoln. The initial ses- 
sion left in its wake the usual amount 
of sore muscles and alibies. The two 
leagues, representing the men and 
women pin artists of the Company 
roll at the same hour on Wednesday 
evenings, and use all sixteen alleys in 
their efforts. 

In the mens’ league, 75 registered 
bowlers have been assigned to teams 
representing different departments. 
Officers elected by this group are: 
Howard Spahnle, president; Byron 
Pattison, vice president and Carl Ahl, 
secretary-treasurer. Unlike officials 
of most organizations, who stand in 
some degree of awe of their con- 
stituents, our own bowling officials 
have always run the affairs of the 
league with a hand of iron, letting the 
chips fall where they may, and the 
cries of the wounded fall upon empty 
air. The present officers appear to 
be well qualified to carry on this 
established tradition. 

About 30 girls will fill the rolls of 
the four teams which comprise their 
league. Their election carried into 
office Dorothy Miller, as president; 
Ruth Straka, secretary and Frances 
Harmon, treasurer. The office of 
vice-president has not been filled at 
this writing, as a tie exists in the 
balloting and the girls are waiting 
for the decision of the mail vote be- 
fore being able to announce the 
other member of the executive 
board. 

The Company sponsored a pleas- 
ant surprise this year in providing 
uniform shirts for members of both 
leagues. The shirts are grey and will 
later be adorned by two-color patches 
of new insignia across the back, 


Pioneers Start Next 
Year's Ball Rolling 


HE newly installed officers and 

committee chairmen of the Frank 
H. Woods Pioneer Chapter held their 
first meeting on July 29, at which 
plans and propos- 
als for the year’s 
activity were dis- 
cussed. President 
O. L. Sturtevant 
reported that the 
affairs of the 
chapter were in 
excellent shape, 
and that the year 
gave promise of 
Clara Jones being one of 


healthy growth and progress. 


Mr. Sturtevant announced the ap- 
pointment of Clara Jones to serve on 
the Executive Committee until the 
next annual election. Miss Jones 


takes the office vacated by Elsie 
Powell, who found she was unable to 
assume the post to which she was 
elected last June. Mr. Sturtevant also 
revealed that the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter had been signally honored 
by being invited to act as host chapter 
at the annual meeting of the National 
Association at Chicago in October. 
He, with several other members of 
the Chapter are planning to attend 
the meeting and do honors to the 
occasion. 

Heading the various committees 
are: A. S. Keckler, membership; J. 
S. Jackson, social; Rose Riggs, 
women’s activity; Myrtle Hiner, fel- 
lowship; Kent Eno, historical; Joe 
Hartley and Carl Ahl, publicity; M. 
W. Franklin, ways and means; R. M. 
Cleveland, resolutions and George E. 
Walroth, nominations. Georgia 
Smith retains her post as national cor- 
respondent. A round table discussion 
accompanied the assignment of work 
to the several committees. 


It was decided that major empha- 
sis would be centered on the mem- 
bership and social phases of the 
Chapter activities. Mr. Keckler’s se- 
lection as chairman of the member- 
ship committee was a happy thought, 
for he has already proven himself a 
ball of fire, and soon after taking 


office was able to announce that 
seven members had been added to 
the roster, bringing the Chapter roll 
to an even 400. Plans for this com- 
mittee provide that every known 
eligible shall have the opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with the organ- 
ization and be invited to join in its 
work. Mr. Jackson, chairman of the 
social committee brings to his job 
a record of many years experience in 
the arrangement and staging of pic- 
nics and parties, while his wide ac- 
quaintance in telephone circles is an 
added factor in fitting him for this 
important post. Social plans for the 
year include several out-state parties 
and get-togethers, and the annual 
banquet to be held in Lincoln next 
spring. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid 
by the Telephone Employees Mu- 
tual Benefit Association during the 
months of July and August: 

Primary members: I. W. Halver- 
stadt, Tecumseh Plant, $177.00; 
Mabel E. Wieting, Beatrice Traffic, 
$96.15; Lola J. Shuler, Hastings 
Traffic, $30.00; W. M. Mouden, 
Osceola Plant, $157.50; Meta B. 
Rice, Hastings Traffic, $24.00; Eva 
F. Davis, Weeping Water Com- 
mercial, $227.50; G. O. Seaton, 
Executive Department, $352.50; 
Audrey Althouse, Lincoln Commer- 
cial, $5.00; D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln 
Service, $95.75; Mary Meister, 
Humboldt Traffic, $6.00; Ruth M. 
Flachman, Denton Traffic, $10.00; 
G. A. Foster, Construction, $137.50; 
C. W. Helm, Lincoln Commercial, 
$13.65; Helen Hillyer, Geneva Traf- 
fic, $117.50; Richard Hansen, Ac- 
counting, $32.50; Nelson Liesveld, 
Supply, $12.50; Marcella Will, Be- 
atrice Traffic, $72.60; Aletha M. 
Bennett, Hastings Traffic, $5.00; 
Ella Hansen, Lincoln Traffic, 
$97.50. 

Dependents: Dan Smith,  Jr., 
Pawnee City, $37.50; Judith Stans- 
bury, Beatrice, $39.75; Richard W. 
Morris, Lincoln, $56.85; John 
Spahnle, Lincoln, $18.75; Mrs. F. A. 
Blockwitz, Lincoln, $73.76; Donna 
Eckles, Lincoln, $20.63; Billy Pauley, 
York, $13.50. 
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Two Retired Employees 
Taken By Death 


EATH struck twice during the 
latter part of July, taking from 
the rolls of retired employees two 
former members of the traffic operat- 


Erma C. Brown 


Lillon Billings 


ing forces, Lillon Billings, of Hum- 
boldt and Erma C. Brown, of Sutton, 
both of whom spent their years of 
active employment rendering tele- 
phone service in their home towns. 

Lillon Billings, retired on pension 
from the Humboldt traffic depart- 
ment on May 1, 1942, after having 
spent her entire telephone career of 
twenty-one years at Humboldt in the 
successive positions of relief opera- 
tor, night operator, assistant chief 
operator and night A & L operator. 
She died at her home in Humboldt on 
Thursday, July 22, at the age of 69. 
Funeral services were held there the 
following Sunday afternoon. 

Erma C. Brown, prior to her re- 
tirement in September, 1946, had a 
record of service extending through a 
period of nearly thirty years, most 
of which was spent as night operator 
at Sutton. She was a life member of 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter, Inde- 
pendent Telephone Pioneers, and was 
one of the group of retiring em- 
ployees honored at a dinner given by 
the Board of Directors in Lincoln, 
September 28, 1946. She passed away 
at her home on July 26, and funeral 
services were held at the Sutton 
Methodist Church on Thursday, July 


29. She was 61 last January. 


Squirrels cause some $500,000 
damages each year by eating the 
lead from telephone cables. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Behrens an- 
nounce the birth of a son, David 
Lee, on July 9. Mr. Behrens is an 
employee in the Plant Department 
at Wahoo. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ray Zimmerman 
are the proud parents of a son, Gary 
Wayne, born July 13 at St. Eliza- 
beth’s Hospital in Lincoln, and 
weighing 9 pounds, 5 ounces. Mr. 
Zimmerman is a member of the Lin- 
coln Service Department. 


Ralph Louis is the new member of 
the R. L. Hohnstein family. He ar- 
rived on July 15 and weighed 5 
pounds, seven ounces. Mr. Hohn- 
stein is a member of the Lincoln 
Service Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hansen an- 
nounce the birth of a son, Thomas 
Murphy, who was born on July 26 
and weighed 4 Ib. 1114 ounces. 
Charles is a member of the Supply 
Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Lamberson are 
the proud parents of a son, Allan 
Everett, born August 7 in Lincoln. 
Mr. Lamberson is a member of the 
Service Department and Mrs. Lam- 
berson is the former Doris Sullivan, 
formerly of the Service Department. 


Darrell Lee Obert is a new addition 
to the Glenn Obert residence. The 
young man made his appearance on 
August 26, weighing 6 pounds, Glenn 
is a member of the Lincoln Service 
Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Hulbert are 
the proud parents of a baby boy, 
Dwight Earl, born August 9 and 
weighing 6 pounds, 12 ounces. Mr. 
Hulbert is a member of the Con- 
struction Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Cleveland 
are the proud parents of a baby girl, 
Catherine Ann, born July 27. Mr. 
Cleveland is the area commercial 
manager at York. 


~ = 


One pelican to another. I'll be 
all right in a minute; just got a frog 
in my throat. 


Surprise Conversion 
lees exchange at Surprise, Butler 
County, was converted to dial 
operation on July 20 to the general 
satisfaction of the townspeople, who 
gave many expressions of their sat- 
isfaction with the new type equip- 
ment. W. A. Reid, who is a former 
manager of our Company’s David 
City exchange pulled the strings 
which placed the new unit into serv- 
ice. The work of installing the new 
equipment was under the direction of 
George Keith, and consisted of a type 
10, Automatic Electric step by step 
system of 55 lines capacity. Mrs. 
Blanche E. McKellips, Chief Opera- 
tor-Cashier, who was employed in 
1946 for the duration of the ex- 
change’s manual operation, will con- 
tinue to make her home in Surprise. 
The exchange is one of the group 
which once comprised the Surprise 
Telephone Company, which main- 
tained offices at Surprise, Rising 


City, Shelby, Garrison, David City, 


Brainard, Dwight, Bruno and Bell- 
wood. The Company was organized 
in 1903 and Dr. E. E. Miller was 
elected secretary and manager. He 
served continuously in this capacity 
until July 1914 when he was suc- 
ceeded by D. L. Sylvester. 


In 1916 the exchanges at Dwight, 
Bruno, Garrison, and Brainard were 
sold to the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, and two years 
later Bellwood and Shelby were ac- 
quired. The two remaining ex- 
changes at Surprise and Rising City 
were purchased by our Company in 
1923. 

The new equipment is housed in a 
building erected for that purpose 
directly east of the former exchange 
building. The old building, which 
was constructed for the central office 
in 1911 has been sold at auction. The 
Surprise exchange serves 128 stations 
of which 93 are rural. The conver- 
sion brings the total of dial oper- 
ated exchanges to 53. 


Hats UF To the Ball Clubs 


HE baseball and softball seasons 

have come to an official close 
and the new uniforms have been 
packed in moth balls until next 
spring. The summer weeks have been 
busy ones for both the men and girls, 
who have played a rugged schedule 
in their respective leagues, besides 
engaging in a goodly number of 
practice and exhibition games. 

In the Lincoln City League, the 
Telephone team show a record of 4 
games won, 1 tie and 9 losses, with 
many of the latter by scores so close 
that, with a few smiles from Dame 
Fortune, they could easily have been 
swung to the win column. Ray Zim- 
merman, a regular on the team, was 
called by the Lincoln Athletics in 
early August to finish out the season 
with them. Ray proved the wisdom 
of their choice by ascending to the 
top of the team’s batting averages, 
while doing a fine job as a ball-hawk 
in left field. Clem Bottorff managed 
the team, and is to be commended 
for the development the boys showed 
under his tutelage. 

The girls’ softball team likewise 
missed the trophy in their league, but 
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commanded deep respect for their 
long-range hitting and all round play- 
ing ability. Harold Brady was again 
at the helm as manager-coach, and 
without doubt he put into the field 
this year the smoothest combination 
in the five seasons of Telephone 
Girls’ softball history. In the City 
Double-B tournament at the end of 
the season, the girls played through 
to the finals, losing 7 to 3 after lead- 
ing the champion V.F.W. team most 
of the game. 


Operator Toll 
Dialing Is Planned 


HE Company’s first step toward 

integrating its long distance facili- 
ties in the nation-wide toll dialing 
program was initiated recently with 
the ordering of special inter-toll dial- 
ing equipment for installation at 
Tecumseh. The purpose of inter-toll 
dialing is to permit long distance 
operators to dial subscribers at other 
towns direct without routing calls 
through operators at those points 
thus resulting in faster and more effi- 
cient service to our customers. The 
procedure, however, will involve no 
change in the customer’s method of 
placing long distance calls. Custom- 
ers will dial and ask for “Long Dis- 
tance” just as they always have. 

The Company’s plan in its first 
phase is expected to be compieted 
late next year. It will permit long 
distance operators at Lincoln, Be- 
atrice, Nebraska City, Falls City and 
Auburn to dial subscribers direct at 
Tecumseh, Adams, Sterling, Burr, 
Cook, Crab Orchard, Elk Creek, 
Johnson, Burchard and Table Rock. 
It also will permit Tecumseh opera- 
tors to dial subscribers direct at Lin- 
coln and other dial exchanges reached 
via Lincoln such as Plattsmouth, 
Seward, Elmwood and others. 

Progress toward nation-wide toll 
dialing is being made in many sec- 
tions of the country at the present 
time. For example, operators in 13 
eastern cities, including Chicago, can 
now dial subscribers at New York 
City direct. The Company is look- 
ing forward to the consummation of 
the plan by making provision for the 
installation later on of inter-toll dial- 
ing equipment at its dial exchanges as 
well as those being converted to dial 
operation. A major installation will 
be made at Hastings following the 
completion of the new telephone 
building. : 

Over the coming years a coordin- 
ated telephone numbering plan for 
the entire United States and Canada 
will be introduced. The United 
States will be divided into about 80 
areas, each designated by a num- 
bering code. If a customer in one 


area places a call for a telephone in 
some other area, the toll operator 
will dial the number wanted, and the 
connection will be established about 
as fast as on a local call. The amaz- 
ing feature of the plan is the fact 
that each telephone subscriber in the 
United States and Canada will have 
an individual telephone number for 
toll dialing purposes that will not con- 
flict with any other subscriber’s num- 
ber. 

To accoraplish this long-range plan 
will, of course, take a long time be- 
cause major improvements like this 
require a tremendous amount of co- 
ordinated planning as well as much 
work and large amounts of new 
money from investors to pay for the 
equipment required. 


Golf Champ At Wahoo 


D DORLAND, area manager at 
Wahoo, walked off with top 
honors in the Wahoo Country Club’s 
invitational tournament last month 
by winning the championship flight. 
Ed carded a three over par for the 18 
holes with a score of 73. 

Another worthy contender was 
Elmer Neujahr, Wahoo combination- 
man, who won second place in the 
lower flight. 

Ed and Elmer are regular partici- 
pants in tournaments staged by the 
Lincoln Telephone Employees Golf 
Association. Championship honors 
were shared last year for joint poss- 
ession of the annual trophy by Dor- 
land and Roy Mills. 


JOURNEY’S END 


MRS. CARRIE WAGNER, mother 
of Mrs. Elsie Cooper of the Traftic 
Department at Beatrice, passed 
away on July 2 at Apache, Okla- 
homa. 


MR. H. W. FREEMAN, father of 
Bessie Schultz at York, passed 
away July 16. Funeral services 
were held July 19 at York. 


MR. WALTER E. WILLEY of 
Steele City, father of Maude Wil- 
ley of Beatrice, passed away Au- 
gust 12. Funeral services were 
held August 16 at Fairbury. 
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"Beep Signal Will 
Identify Voice Recorders 


BRIEF, high, almost musical tone, 

called the “beep” tone, has been 
added to telephone service signals. 
Telephone users who hear the “beep” 
every 15 seconds or so during tele- 
phone conversations will know that 
a machine is recording the conversa- 
tion at the other end of the line. 

Authorities having powers of regu’ 
lation over telephone service recently 
authorized the connection of voice re- 
cording machines to telephone lines 
provided the “beep” signal is used. 
The subscriber can switch his record- 
ing machine on or off, or connect or 
disconnect the machine from the tele- 
phone line so if you don’t want a 
record made of your conversation, 
ask the person to disconnect his re- 
corder. It is unlawful for anyone to 
connect a recording machine to a 
telephone line without using the 
equipment which makes the “beep” 
signal over the line. 

The Company has filed rates with 
the Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion for recorder connector equip: 
ment. Recording machines, provided 
by the subscriber, will be attached to 
telephone lines by connector units 
embodying the tone device. The 
charge for installing the connector 
equipment is $5.00 and the monthly 
rate is $2.00. 


——____ 


Expansion: There are more tele 
phone switchboard operators work: 
ing in the White House today than 
President Grover Cleveland had em: 
ployees on his entire executive staff. 


A RLENE ROLLINS of the Gen- 
+4 eral Commercial Office became 
the bride of Donald Bassett on Aug- 
ust 22. The ceremony took place 
at the home of the bride’s parents in 
Lebanon, Kansas. Mrs. Bassett has 
resigned her position and the couple 
will reside in Kansas. 


Vivian Kinney of the Auburn 
Traffic Department and Walter W. 
Kinghorn were united in marriage on 
June 29, at the Methodist Parson- 
age in Osceola. Mrs. Kinghorn will 
continue her work. 


The marriage of Geraldine Sper- 
ling of the Accounting Department 
and Robert Bentley took place in 
Marysville, Kansas on July 31. Mrs. 
Bentley will continue her work. 


Leona C. Pavel of the Supply De- 
partment was united in marriage 
on August 3 to Anthony DiPaolo of 
Lincoln. The ceremony took place at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral in Lincoln. 


Patricia Gourley, Assistant Chief 
Operator at Superior, became the 
bride of Wayne Yetter of Burr Oak, 
Kansas, July 31. The couple will re- 
side in Superior and Mrs. Yetter will 
continue her work. 


Ella Knobel of the Lincoln Busi- 
ness Office and Dean Damoude were 
united in marriage on August 21 at 
Calvary Evangelical Church in Lin- 
coln. After a short honeymoon, Mrs. 
Damoude will continue her work. 


Frances Meyer, Superior Traffic 
Department, became the bride of 
Harvey Merrill of Red Cloud, in a 
ceremony at Salem Lutheran Church 
in Superior on July 30. Following a 
honeymoon, the couple will reside on 
a farm near Red Cloud. 


Samuel Lawrence of the Supply 
Department and Edwarda Revelle of 
Mount Harris, Colorado, were unite 
in marriage on July 3 in Denver. 


Alice Meahan, Lincoln Traffic De- 


partment, was united in marriage to 


Leo Munson at the First Christian 
Church in Grand Island on August 
15. Mrs. Munson is continuing her 
work. 


Phyllis Brockmeyer of the Beatrice 
Traffic Department became the bride 
of Donald Theobald of Beatrice, 
August 22 in the First Christian 
Church in Beatrice. 


Presidents All Over 


The Place 


WE seem to be having an epidemic 
of presidents in Company circles 
here of late and four who have 
recently, or will presently take over 
that exalted office, were discovered 
during a half-hour tour of the build- 
ing the other day. 

Harlan Gillespie, of Beatrice, 
dropped in while on vacation, and re- 
ported that he had been elected to 
preside over the affairs of the Be- 
atrice City Bowling League, an organ- 
ization of the hotter-shot keglers of 
the Gage County metropolis. 

Harry B. Gore, of the Lincoln com- 
mercial forces, also confessed that he 
had been swept into office as head 
of the 7 P.M. Industrial League, a 
bowling aggregation which rolls at 
the Rosewilde alleys. Harry cap- 
tained a telephone team to champion- 
ship in this league last season. 

A. B. Gorman was instrumental in 
helping form a local chapter of the 
Southwestern Association of Indus- 
trial Editors, and at their initial meet- 
ing was named as its first president. 
This organization works toward the 
improvement of the appearance and 
editorial qualities of the publications 
of its members through study and an 
interchange of publications and ideas. 

Lastly comes word that Dorothy 
Miller, Lincoln Service Department, 
was chosen by ballot as president of 
the Telephone Girls Bowling League 
for the current season. This is the 
league which rolls on the last four 
lanes, and makes most of the noise 
at the Wednesday night sessions at 
the Bowlmor Alleys in Lincoln. The 
presidency of this group is not just 
an honorary title. She will be ex- 
pected to do most of the work and all 
the worrying for the happy group 
for the next several months. 
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The London Telephone 
Book and How It Grew 


Jumbo-sized telephone books, the 
biggest in British history, are now 
being delivered to London residents. 
Appearing in four volumes, the new 
edition has 750,000 entries on its 
3,294 pages and weighs 10 pounds, 
1014 ounces. (That is approximately 
the weight of the five New York 
City directories, minus classified 
ads.) 

The original British directory of 
1880 had 400 names. By 1930, the 
cumbersome size of the single volume 
had caused bookbinders and sub- 
scribers so many headaches that the 
two-book volume emerged. Last year 
marked the first appearance of the 
four-volume version. 


Paper “Coin” Collector 


International News Photo 


The jingle of coins is an accom- 
paniment missing in the job of the 
pay station collector in Japan, Be- 
cause of inflation 50 sen paper notes 
are used for local calls and the cus- 
tomers are strictly on their honor 


because the operators naturally can’t 


hear the money when it drops. Some 
folks don’t have the change so they 


just drop in a 100 sen bill, but what 
the heck, it’s only worth two cents 
in Uncle Sam’s money. So far the 
telephone company is ahead five per 


cent in its collections. 
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Letters We Like To Receive 
ee is our business. That's 


why it’s just good business to give 
our customers good service. Natur- 
ally, we like to be told about it too, 
when someone appreciates a job well 
done. Two letters recently received 
commend the good work of R. H. 
Gray, manager at Weeping Water, 
and W. D. Quinn, Lincoln commer- 
cial representative. 

The letter to Mr. Gray from Elmer 
E. Stoll, president of the Nehawka 
Community Club, is typical of other 
appreciative expressions received by 
Mr. Gray for his consistently splen- 
did efforts in behalf of the communi- 
ties under his supervision. Mr. Stoll 
wrote, “On behalf of the Nehawka 
Community Club I want to thank 
you and your men for the help you 
gave us in our Fourth of July cele- 
bration. We really appreciate it, 
Bob. It is such help and service as 
this that makes a fellow feel good 
all over. We are lucky to have a pub- 
lic utility like yours in our com- 
munity.” 

Joe Redline, manager of Riggs 
Optical Company at Lincoln, ex- 
pressed his appreciation for good 
service to K. B. Cary, district com- 
mercial manager, in a letter as fol- 
lows: “We have been using your 
new multiple trunk system for ap- 
proximately a year now and wish to 
report that it has certainly solved our 


telephone service problems and all 
our customers, doctors and patients 
are very pleased with it. J think we 
can make this statement in earnest 
because of the long period of time it 
has been in operation. 

“At this time, I wish to personally 
thank the Company for sending Mr. 
Quinn to our office to present to us 
the ‘phone service’ improvements 
story. This is a rather belated re- 
sponse but time again has proved 
that the story which he presented 
was well worth while and helped to 
eliminate a few touchy problems. 
Thank you for your fine service and 
interest in your subscribers.” 


Company Leases 
Adjoining Property 
Wee feet of the property adjoin- 
ing the general office building on 
the west have been acquired for the 
Company's use on a 99 year lease, 
according to an announcement last 
month. Although no immediate use 
of the ground will be made, the 
lease was negotiated in order that 
space would be available in case an 
addition to the building should be- 
come necessary. In view of the in- 
creasing demand for telephone serv- 
ice, the rapid growth of Lincoln and 
new strides in communication such 
as inter-toll dialing, it appears prob- 
able that more building space for 
equipment and office quarters will be 
required. The property will lease for 
$2,000 per year. 


Safety Pup Says 


DON’T MONKEY 
WITH SOMETHING 
YOU DON’T 
UNDERSTAND ) 
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The High Price of Joking 


Practical jokers rarely are funny 
except to themselves. Sometimes 
their antics are downright dangerous. 

Such a case was reported recently 
by a subscriber of the Peninsular 
Telephone Co., Tampa, Fla. She 
became violently ill about 3 a.m, 
with pain verging on a spasm. Her 
mother hastily dialed their doctor’s 
number, and a man answered. Told 
of their plight, he promised to come 
at once. 

After waiting an hour, her mother 
called again to see what was delaying 
him. When the doctor answered, it 
was the first he had heard of the 
emergency, and he was there within 
thirty minutes. 

Dialing in haste, her mother had 
obtained the wrong number and, al- 
though told of the urgency of the 
case, this “joker” permitted her to 
think she had reached the doctor 
and that he would come to their aid. 

The result might have been fatal. 


Family Picnic 
(Continued from Page 3) 


employees for their contributions to 
the success of the picnic. Besides 
those already mentioned, these mem- 
bers were: Roy Brendle, George Wal- 
roth, Chauncey Eggerss, Ray Bald- 
win, Vic Musselman, Russell Rauch, 
Buck Isaman, Ot Gorman, Joe Hart- 
ley, Clara Jones, Verna Alexander, 
Gertrude King, Barbara _ Kaiser, 
Esther Kehling, Ruth Straka, Flor- 
ence Tatman, Melba Richards, Dar- 
lene Multer, Ima Jean Wear, Adaline 
Carlson, Norris Hammond, Walt 
Vidlock, Anne Swisher, Rolly Win- 
ders, Don Aydelott, Carl Mischnick, 
Dick Fischer, Sam Jackson, Mary 
Dietrich and Marie Vidlock. 

The picnic closed on the happy 
note of well-fed children and par- 
ents having the time of their lives 
riding the numerous Beach conces- 
sions and a long ride home for many 
tired and sleepy people, for the at- 
tendance was drawn from the far 
corners of the territory and it was 
evident that representation from out- 
state was also at-a new all time peak. 
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Service Birthdays 
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Forty-Five Years Twenty-Five Years 
B. R. Overcash, Lincoln. R. H. Gray, Weeping Water; Edith 
Mattson, Stromsburg; H. M._ Studier, 
Forty-Three Years Tineola: 
C. E. Cummings, Lincoln. Twenty-Four Years 
Thirty-Nine Years Nellie M. Hunt, Lincoln; Kydia Kriegs- 
Vern Campbell, David City; J. A. hauser, Seward. 
Dobbs, Lincoln; Effie Smith, Tecumseh. Twenty-Three Years 


Thirty-Eight Years Myrtle Hiner, Lincoln. 


Laura E. Douty, Seward; F. L. Tefft, Twenty-Lwe Years 
Lincoln. R. D. Andrews, W. T. Haas, G. O. 
Seaton, B. J. Sievers, M. C. Walker, 
Lincoln; Hedwig Elmshaeuser, Vey War- 
ren, Beatrice; Vivian Kinghorn, Auburn. 


B. R. Overcash Ann Keegan Thirty-Six Years 


Lincoln i . ‘ 
45 Years Engel C. H. Palmquist, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years (Continued on Next Page) 
J. M. Hobson, Lincoln; Sophia Win- 
dels, Syracuse. 
Thirty-Three Years 
H. G. Taedter, Hebron. 


Thirty-Two Years 
B. F. Ferguson, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 


A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, J. 
L. Lyne, H. C. Smith, Lincoln; W. A. 
Letellier, Nebraska City. 


D. R. Smith R. H. Gray Thirty Y Dan Smith Clara VanMatre 
Lincoln Weeping Water ery ean Pawnee City Ashland 
30 Years 25 Years Ann Keegan, E. L. Martin, D. R. 15 Years 15 Years 


Smith, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 


F. F. Kubat, H. L. Whitney, Superior: 
Hattie Marquardt, York; Stella ‘Stanley, 
Beatrice. 

Twenty-Eight Years 


Caroline Iwohn, Clatonia; G. W. Jahn, 
H. F. Staley, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


F. A. Blockwitz, Lincoln: Eva Davis, 
Weeping Water: Rose Fankhauser, Hum- 


boldt. 
Edith Mattson H. M. Studier Cc: 
Stromsburg Lincoln wT EDIY Six Years Wage ane Alex Pauley 
25 Years 25 Years Mary Meister, Humboldt. ra eee ae 


C. ay Serer P. J. Caldwell Mayme Carroll R. J. Connors C. E. Hedstrom 
20 Y = Lincoln Shelby Nebraska City Hastings 
ears 20 Years 20 Years 20 Years 20 Years 


sf 14 ye 
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Service Birthdays 


(Continued from Page 14) 


Twenty-One Years 


J. J. Eisenbarth, Ella Hansen, L. W. 
Neff, G. E. Walroth, Lincoln; Bessie 
Nippert, Ohiowa; Reno Weis, Geneva. 


Twenty Years 


C. H. Bottorff, P. J. Caldwell, W. R. 
Knee, Lincoln; Mayme Carroll, Shelby; 
R. J. Connors, Nebraska City; C. E. Hed- 
strom, Hastings; Alex Pauley, York. 


Nineteen Years 


J. D. Litzenberg, G. E. Miller, V. B. 
Musselman, F. D. Nave, Ruth Straka, 
Marjorie Whiting, Lincoln; Dora Plessel, 
Milford. 


Eighteen Years 
H. W. Armagost, David City. 


Seventeen Years 


Otto Buck, R. O. Sherman, Lincoln; 
Hotilda Eurich, Friend; Camilla Selzer, 
David City. 


Fifteen Years 


Clara VanMatre, Ashland; Dan Smith, 
Pawnee City. 


Fourteen Years 


V. H. Baum, Lincoln; G. L. Caley, 
Fairbury. 


Thirteen Years 
Allen Ager, Seward; Alvina Miller, 


Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 


G. T. Henderson, Lincoln; Margaret 
Holka, Wahoo. 


Eleven Years 


Beryl I. Leslie, Fairbury. 


Seven Years 


Clara Anderson, Polk; John Fischer, 
Lincoln; Eleanor Lane, Weeping Water; 


J. R. Shipp, Seward; Vera Sweetser, Fair- 
bury. 


Six Years 


Helen Alderman, Geneva: Eileen 
Aubert, Edna Schoenrock, Fairbury; C. 
A. Hansen, W. B. Imler, P. G. Rade- 
baugh, M. E. Royce, Jean Schulz, Leslie 
Hansen, York: Leta Holscher, Douglas; 


Ethlyn Jones, Dorchester; Anna Sramek, 
Wahoo. 


Five Years 


Elizabeth Anthony, Wilber; Arthur 
Balderson, Seward: Esther Borchers, Lil- 
lian Campbell, Gertrude Holmes, Jean 
Vybiral, Eunice Zehr, Lincoln; Artis 
Bowen, Dorothy Huber, York; Lulu 
Doher, Nelson: Charlotte Keller, Audrey 
E. Ransom, Hastings: Ellen Murphy, 
Hilda Ramsey, Tecumseh; Mary Ann 
Robinson, Superior: Emma Saltzman, 


Milford; Doris Vest, Nebraska City. 


Promotions, Transfers, 


Title Chan eS 


Pearl O’Hehir E John Mason 
Asst. Sup. of Alice Fender Wanda Remmers Chief Tester 
Methods Teller Asst. C. O. Hastings 

General Traffic Lincoln Tecumseh 
Commercial Sarah Flower, A@L operator, Nelson, 


. to A operator, Beatri 
Norma Dettmer, clerk to cashier, . Maas 


Syracuse. Barbara Gillespie, A operator to A@L 

Alice Fender, clerk to Teller, Lincoln. operator, Auburn. 

Emma Lee King, A&@L operator, Traf- Flora Hughes, NA@L operator, Utica, 
fic, to cashier, Humboldt. to AGL operator, Seward. 

Dean Hamilton, coin collector to Evelyn Janssen, A operator to AL 
solicitor-collector, Lincoln. operator, Lincoln. 

Maxine Meradith, stenographer to Sarilee Kuhn, A operator to.L opera- 
cashier, York. tor, Lincoln. 

Plant Patricia A. Lilly, A operator to A&L 


: operator, Wahoo. 
J. W. Carson, groundman, Service, to P 


shopman, Supply. Jessie Landon, contract chief operator, 
Jack R. Donley, groundman, Construc- Dunbar, to NA&L operator, Utica. 


tion, to switchman, Service, Lincoln. Lucille Lane, A&L operator to NAL 
Alex Geist, combinationman, Service, operator, Weeping Water. 

Lincoln, to switchboardman, Supply. Grace Marrow, A operator to A€?L 
Elvin Hoaglin, groundman to lineman, operator, Lincoln. 

Construction. Alice M. Meahan, A operator to A&@L 
Dean M. Hobson, warehouseman to operator, Lincoln. 

subforeman, Supply. . Pearl O’Hehir, assistant traveling chief 
A. L. Johnson, equipment repairman operator to assistant supervisor of 

to subforeman, Supply. methods. 

1 . 
ster to chief tester os 

John Mason, teste ; Joan Pospisil, A operator to A&L 


Hastings. 2 dri za operator, Wahoo. 
D. L. Olsen, construction driver ; 
Elmena_ Railsbach, A&L_ operator, 


driver lineman, Construction. : oa a 
Paul G. Rodebaugh, subforeman to Nebraska City, to A@L operator, Auburn. 


assistant custodian, General Plant. Audrey Ransom, desk operator to 
Willard Sherman, groundman to com- AGL supervisor, Hastings. 

binationman, Tecumseh. Wanda Remmers, A€?L Operator to 
Dale Weaver, groundman to lineman, assistant chief operator, Tecumseh. 

Construction. Henrietta’ Rushing, L = operator to 


NA&L operator, Lincoln. 
9 essie Van Aé? nds ad 
Betty Balfour, A&L operator to A&L ee Peat ro Operator to 
instructor, Nebraska City. _ stings. 
Emmaline Brenneman, evening chiet 
operator, Harvard, to A&L_ operator, 


Traffic 


Marjorie Vrana, L operator to NAL 
operator, Lincoln. 


Mary M. Watkins, A&L operator to 


Hastings. 

Bonnabelle Budler, A&L operator to NA&L operator, Nebraska City. . 
desk operator, Hastings. R. E. Wohlberg, switchman, Service, 

Mildred Echen, A&L operator, Ne- Lincoln, to advanced clerk. General 
braska City, to A@L operator, Auburn. Traffic. 

Elta Fishback, A&L operator, Harvard, Dorothy Yost, A operator to A&L 
to evening chief operator, Harvard. operator, Auburn. 
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Do you know... 


Benefits you are eligible for? 


PAYMENTS PROVIDED BY THE PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES PENSIONS, DISABILITY BENEFITS AND DEATH BENEFITS 


Accident Disability Benefits 
during Total Disability 
(Payable on first day 
of absence) 


Sickness Disability Benefits 
(Payable after 7 consecutive 
calendar days’ absence—see Note 6) 


Term of Employment 


13 weeks’ full pay 
Half pay thereafter 


Less than 2 years (Note 7) 


2 - 4 years 4 weeks’ full pay 13 weeks’ full pay 
9 weeks’ half pay Half pay théreafter 
5 - 9 years 13 weeks’ full pay 13 weeks’ full pay 


13 weeks’ half pay Half pay théreafter 
13 weeks’ full pay 


10-14 
feo Half pay thereafter 


13 weeks’ full pay 
39 weeks’ half pay 


26 weeks’ full pay 


15-19 
al Half pay thereafter 


26 weeks’ full pay 
26 weeks’ half pay 


39 weeks’ full pay 


20 -2 
ayers Half pay thereafter 


39 weeks’ full pay 
13 weeks’ half pay 


52 weeks’ full pay 


ks’ full 
52 weeks’ full pay Half pay thereafter 


25 years or more 


Class C (Note 2) 


Class A (Note 3) 


Class B (Note 4) 


Death Benefits 


Pensions (Note 1) 


Sickness (Note 5) Accident (Note 5) 


(Note 7) No service require- 
Accident 
Death Benefit, which 
is 3 years’ salary. 
Maximum—$ 10,000 
or the equivalent of 
Sickness Death Bene- 
fits if the latter would 
be in excess of $10,- 
000.00. 


funeral expenses not 


exceeding $250.00. 


ment for 


4 to 6 months’ 
salary 


7 to 11 months’ 
salary 


12 months’ salary 


dd 


12 months’ salary 
In addition, 


12 months’ salary 


12 months’ salary 


Pensioners (Note 5) 


An amount equal to 
12 months’ 


based on final salary 


wages 


if death occurs within 
one year of retirement 
date. If death occurs 
after more than one 
year of retirement, 
12 months’ wages re- 
duced by 10% for 
each full year of re- 
tirement. Minimum— 


12 months’ pension. 


ee EE EEE 
have any questions, do not hesitate to discuss them with your Supervisor. Certain 
other benefits not contained in the Plan and therefore not listed here are pro- 


vided for in a directive issued by the Vice-President under the heading of 
‘“Unoccupied Time.” Examples are absent time due to sickness or death in the 


This chart shows the benefits to which you are eligible ard the Plan for 
Employees’ Pensions, Disability Benefits and Death Benefits. fa order to avoid 
misunderstandings about accident benefits, ut should be po ee that acci- 
dents at home or elsewhere away from work are classified as sic’ness cases. It is 


impossible to crowd into this limited space all the details of the Plan. If you 


iplyi loyee’S average annual 
Note 1: Pensions are computed by multiplying one per cent of the emp g 1 
pay for his last 10 years service by the number of years of his employe a Committee 
has discretion, however, to base any pension on the 10 consecutive eos axe est pay rates. 
The minimum pension is $50.00 per month except that pensions to as po nelavees and 
disability pensions to employees of less than 20 years service may be he faci is amount but 
not less than the computed amount. Service pensions are subject to a e ee at age 65 in an 
amount equivalent to one-half the Primary Insurance Benefit under tne | Security Act to 


which the pensioner may be eligible based on wages shown by company records, 


Note 2: Granted to employees who, when their Sickness Disability Behe rie eypire, are totally 
disabled for telephone work, have at least 15 years of service, and are he emule to service 
pensions. A Class C pension continues as long as disability prevents the ©™ployee from re- 


immediate family. 


Note 4: Age requirements for Class B pension — Women, 50 to 54 years; Men, 55 to 59 years. 
However, if the employee has 30 or more years of service, the age requirement does not apply. 


Class B pensions are granted only at the discretion of the Benefit Committee. 


Note 5: Obligatory where survivor is widow, child under 18, or dependent husband or child over 
18 and incapable of self-support. Payment in other cases is at the discretion of the Benefit 


Committee. 


Note 6: Any payments for the first seven days are made from departmental expense. 


Note 7: Employees with less than two years of continuous service are not eligible to sickness 
disability benefits or to sickness death benefits under the Plan but during their first two years 


of employment accrue service that will render them eligible later for those and other benefits 
under the Plan. However, employees with 6 or more months of service are eligible for certain 
sickness benefits under rules outlined in a directive issued by the Vice-President under the 
heading of ‘‘Unoccupied Time.”’ 


suming active service with the company. 


Women, 55 years or ove, Men, 60 years or 


Note 3: Age requirements for Class A Pension — 7 t yet 
g ; request or on the company’s initiative. 


° 1 ‘ / 
over. Class A pensions are granted at the employees 


poate age 
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: Lets Yet Acquamted 


« 
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The following list of new employees is published as 
a gesture of friendly welcome and. to help them get ac- 
quainted. We hope that they will enjoy their new occupa- 
tion as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


DATE 
NAME EXCH. TITLE EMPLOYED 
Accounting 
Richard Bushs asacnc Lineoln.22.:. Clerkt.2:5) nee. July 16, 1948 
Virginia Kuchera......... Lincolizccc< Net eae July 9, 1948 
Ena Mae Rasmussen....Lincoln......... CNET Booed gaits July 23, 1948 
Tree. St evcciccvesenes Lancolticicais © (2g | eee ee July 27, 1948 
Ella B. Thimgan......... Lincoli..cco2 Cleric ei July 19, 1948 
Elinore A. Wunch......Lincoln......... Si) Fs ee ee July 1, 1948 
Commercial 
Lineah Johnson........... David City....Clerk.................- July 19, 1948 
Construction 
George Adam............-- LINCO iaieceexs Groundman....... July 20, 1948 
Service 
Chester Byard.............. SyTacuseicn.., Groundman....... June 28, 1948 
Oscar Carlsoniceusis.csecn. Lanicoln 02-2. WAMIPOS Sec cae case, July 23, 1948 
Jay H. McDowell....... Lineoltc.ac. PANO T oo cccscasenasede July 1, 1948 
Virginia C. Rockwell....Lincoln......... service: Oprf..:.. July 12, 1948 
Supply 
Wary Fe Bis tic cticcticeies Lincoln... Stenographer.....July 12, 1948 
Donn: Wo Tate ecto. Gar. Mechanic... Lincoln......... June 28, 1948 
Traffic 
Margie Alexandert........ Superior....... A&L Operator.July 12, 1948 
Mary Armstrong.......-.. DINGO isisnnses L Operator........ July 12, 1948 
Mary}. Arthur... Lin¢olpinc.s L, Opérator.ia..s. July 1, 1948 
Esther Bakerin 2: Fairmont......A€&L Operator.July 6, 1948 
Vada. Barker ons cans. Plattsm’th.....A€L Operator.July 2, 1948 
Oils? Ba teecieeeceks Nebr. City.... A@L Operator.July 25, 1948 
Deloris Boelter.............. Pair pury,.scs. A. Operator..sc. June 28, 1948 
Betty Bolittsssenccssv-vees. Lintoltiess-ss, L Operator......- July 6, 1948 
Lillian C. Bolling........ LAGCO Biaraccc, L Operator....... July 6, 1948 
Donna B. Buckles........ Hastings....... A&L Operator..July 19, 1948 
Phyllis Chilcote........... Beatrice... A Operatoc....... July 6, 1948 
Marjorie Collins.......... bt to0) ( : omen A&L Operator..July 21, 1948 
Le COREAG sentation: David City... A@L Operator.June 29, 1948 
Marilyn Cotnet............ MOL acatansvteats A Operator....... July 12, 1948 
Wilma Crowder.......... Beatrice........ A Operator......- July 6, 1948 
Sherlie J. Cummings..York............. A€&éL Operator..July 1, 1948 
Irene Dreeszen............ Lincoln......... L Operator....... July 1, 1948 
Geraldine Durr........... Nebr. City... A@L Operator..July 13, 1948 
Aelda Edwards............ Wymore....... A. Operator::..n: July 19, 1948 


Marilyn Edwards......... Ashland........ A Operator....... July 19, 1948 
Mavis Eisenhauer......... Syracuse....... A&L Operator..July 6, 1948 


Mary J. Fenster............ TOths hn serrs A Operator....... July 26, 1948 
Mabel Fisher................ Lincoln......... Assistant Cook..-July 15, 1948 
Mary Foster................. LINCOM 2. 20.c0 L Operator....... July 6, 1948 


Erma R. Gettmann...... Hastings....... A; Operator...<. July 27, 1948 
D. Kathleen Glantz......Hastings....... A Operator....... July 19, 1948 


Joanne Goodrich......... Beatrice......... A Operator....... July 
Henrietta Goracke....... Tecumseh.....A&L Operator. July 
Roberta Guest.............. Lincoln......... L Operator........ July 
Willa Gump... ‘Nebr. City....A Operator.......July 
Phyllis M. Hall............ Worle cscs A Operator.......July 
Weeping 
Mary Lou Hammons.... Water........ A. Operator..:.:.. July 
Leona Harmon............. Wahoo.......... A&L Operator..July 
Betty Headrick............ Wahoo.......... A Operator....... July 
Ruby J. Hines............. Wahoo......... A Operator......-July 
Norma J. Hock........... Fairbury........ A. Operators... July 
Mary A. Jenkins.......... Nebr. City... A@L Operator.July 
Betty Jesek .....00000.. Geneva......... A. Opetator......- July 
Shirley Johnson...........Beatrice........ A Operatot......- July 
Opal P. Jones....0000...... Piebron,...222 A&L Operator..July 
Leila Lain pesccsieccctce Beatrice: A®&@L Operator.July 
Deloris Lang.......0....... Humboldt....A&L Operator..July 
Donna Larsen.............. Hebron......... A&L Operator..July 
Trene -Leékat.sceecn ss. Lincoln sass. i Operator...-..:: July 
Jacquelyn J. Lewis......Ashland........ A. Operator... July 
Wary Te. Tie Wiss etc Superior........ A. Operator... July 
Josephine Lococo........ Lincoln......... L ‘Operator... July 
Marilyn MclIntosh........ Lincol ie hice, A Operator......- July 
Marian Mesquin.......... Harvard....... A®&L Operator..July 
Jane Meyers................- FANCONI cecsts L Operator......-- June 
Jo Ann Miller......0...... Lincoln......... L Operator.....--. June 
Marjorie Mitchell........ Lincoli.c....3 L. Operator...«. July 
Evelyn Moles.........-.---. Nebr. City....A Operator.......June - 
L618 MGR svshncdesiccnx: Geneva......... A Operator...... July 
Colleen Moore............ Lincoln......... A Operatotr....... July 


Betty Neddenriep........ Tecumseh.....A&L Operator. July 
Caroline A. Nielsen...Lincoln......... A Operator.......July 


Arlene G. Norris......... Lincoln......... L Operator....... July 
BOIS INOPVG csscscssec renters Lincoln sc.ce.- L, Operator... July 
Joann Noyes................ Hastings........ A Operator...... July 
Harriett Oliver............ PAU GET Sicccaxe A Operator... July 
LaVerle Olson............ Geneva......... A Operator...... July 
Lila Oltmans................ Nelson.......... A&L Operator..June 
Muriel Pearson............ Geneva......... A&L Operator..July 
Lavonne Petree............ LINCOM ccs L Operator........ June 
June Pinkley-.2..-2..2:.. DIAG ineceten: L Operatot........ July 
Willa Powell.........0.0.... Nebr. City....A Operator....... June ° 
Marian Rasmussen....... DOE eee: A®&L Operator. July 
Darleen Roberts.......... Nebr. City....A Operator....... june - 
Bertha I. Royal........... Syracuse........ A®&@L Operator. July 
Marjorie Schrader....... Linecolitecc A Operator....... July 
PPtG “SOR CO aasescsinacieric, Lincoln.......... L Operator....... July 
Shirley Sodman........... Lincoltin.s 4. L. Operator....... July 
Wilma E. Sorensen.....York............. A. Operator....... July 
Neva Stepp.................. DOWALGL.ncccnss A&L Operator..July 
Frances Stewart........... Hebron......... A&L Operator..June 
Ruth E. Swindler........ Fairbury........ A Operator.......July 
Marilyn Thorson......... Wahoo.......... Ac Operator... July 
Margaret Tordrup....... Superior....... A Operator....... July 
JOON: Via@erecaciveiciias Hastings........ A Operator.......July 
Donna J. Whitfield.....Lincoln.......... L. Operator...u2.. June 
Susan L. Whitney....... Lincoln, cccuts A Operator....... July 
Adele Wishnow........... Lincoln......... L Operator.......July 
Carolyn Woguist.........Stromsburg...A€?L Operator..July 


The list for August will appear in our next issue. 
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1948 


Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
Beaver Crossing 
Roselma Bell returned July 6 after 
spending her vacation in Houston, Texas. 
. Mrs. Allison, Chief Operator, spent 
her vacation in Holdrege and Lincoln. 


Ceresco 
Elizabeth Turnbull, Chief Operator, 
and her son enjoyed a week of vacation 
in August visiting college friends in 
Denver. 
Cordova 
Mrs. Belle Peterson was called to 
Kearney recently on account of her 
Mother’s illness. While she was gone, 
Mrs. Jessie Wirthel and Nancye Peterson 
took cere of the switchboard. 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent. 

Vacations are in full swing at present. 
Miss Irene Swan, Chief Operator, spent 
part of her vacation in Lincoln, while 
the rest, she along with Camilla Selzer, 
also of the Traffic Department, visited 
relatives in Oklahoma.... Pat Emerson 
returned from her two weeks rest.... 
New “plug pushers” are Lois Ann Con- 
rad, Eve Dunning, Dorothy Sheets and 
Idamae Raitt. Miss Seymour and 
Irene Combs were recent visitors.... 
Ella Adkins spent a “lost week-end” in 
Omaha.... Betty Northway attended the 
Rodeo in Kearney. ... Lena Conrad spent 
a day of shopping in Lincoln.... The 
Fourth of July was celebrated by many 
of the girls. Betty Okrina, Lucille Hel- 
goth, Leola Heins and Irene Swan were 
in Schuyler; Phyllis Lukassen at North 
Platte; and Evelyn Soukup in Milford. 
“Buss” Dill returned from a two 
weeks trip to California.... Mrs. Lineah 
Johnson is the new relief girl in the Com- 
mercial Department. . Betty Okrina 
returned to duty after two weeks vaca- 
tion which was spent visiting at different 
places.... Ella Adkins, night operator, is 
enjoying her vacation tripping around 
here and there.... Camilla Selzer spent 
a week-end in Columbus with her sister. 
. Merna Stewart spent a week-end in 
Friend visiting her parents.... Leora 
Weyand visited her folks at Bellwood. 
Mr. and Mrs. Vern Campbell are 
spending three weeks in California.... 


‘Margaret Cornell entertained the girls at 


a “corny” party. After we arrived with 
our “cornucopian” appetites, we were 
seated at a table on the lawn which fairly 
groaned under the weight of sweet corn 
and all the trimmings. Before we left, 
we were the ones who were groaning 
from too many re-fills. Anyway, it was 
a swell party and we all had a grand 
time. 


Milford 
Miss Stella Sowers spent her vacation 
at home in Ord, Nebraska. 


Nebraska City 
Betty Balfour, Correspondent 


Comes the months of July and August 
and more new faces. Geraldine Burr, 
Evelyn Moles, Willa Powell and Darleen 
Roberts. Welcome to the “Plug Pusher’s 
Gang.” ... An old member, Mary Jenk- 
ins, has also returned to our staff.... 
Mary Tackett end Mary Bartyzelle (our 
instructors) have been real busy, but 


When somebody tells Edna Pflughaupt, 
York chief operator, to stand still and get 
her picture taken, she does it. Her friends 
who sent this pose (with instructions to 
“print it or else’) tell us that's what 
happened here. We like it better than 
the ‘New Look” anyway, Edna. 


—ait 19 foe 


they have done a good job. All of our 
new girls are on their own. Good luck! 
... Violet Peterson and Jeanie Vest spent 
a day in Omaha shopping and attending 
the Mills Bros. stage show.... Yours 
Truly recently spent a Sunday at her 
home in Shubert visiting with relatives 
and eating fried chicken.... Bonnie Biggs 
returned from her vacation spent at Lake 
Okoboji.... We all had a good hot day 
celebrating July 4. No bad results, every- 
one came to work as they were supposed 
to.... Maxine Meyers came home from 
a week’s vacation in Sheldon, Mo., with 
a beautiful brown skin—never-the-less 
she peeled. ... Ralph Connors returned 
from his vacation which he spent in 
Bruning helping with the harvest.... 
Margaret Ramold, a former member of 
the Telephone Co., has a new baby girl. 
... Also Joyce Fritsch, now Mrs. Savage, 
has a son Phillip.... The former Josie 
Shoemaker, now Mrs. Clarence Andrews 
of Omaha, has a son Michael Edward. 
Marjorie Gess, now Mrs. Vernon 
Huges, has a baby daughter, Judy Elaine. 
... Look at all of the babies. Congratu- 
lations to all the proud parents! 
There was a Rodeo at Sidney, Iowa, 
and they had _ several visitors from 
here, such as Betty Eaton, Betty John- 
son, Jeanne Vest, Kathryn Owens and 
Josephine Placek. . . . Betty Johnson, 
Lois Barta and Mary Ross spent their 
vacation at Lake Okoboji, and from 
what we hear, a good time was had 
by all. ... Mrs. Waters and husband 
spent their vacation in Colorado while 
Mrs. Steckly, husband and daughter 
Linda went to Beaver Crossing and Utica. 
... Our Chief Operator, Miss Bader, is 
spending her vacation in St. Louis, Mis- 
souri.... Betty Johnson and Mary Ross 
recently went to Omaha for the day end 
the trip had a strange effect on Mary. 
She came to work with a sore finger and 
after she had been to work a while, she 
discovered she had bandaged the wrong 
one.... Edna Jacobson spent the week- 
end at home and visiting in Palmyra.... 
Darleen Roberts spent four days in 
Omaha.... Mrs. Stock and husband vis- 
ited at Table Rock.... Maxine Meyers 
is learning to play golf. She took her 
first lesson in July. Why, Maxine this is 
so sudden!... Mrs. Placek hasn’t been 
seen going over to Wurtel’s Cafe for 


her usual cup of coffee lately. Why? She 
has a new electric stove and says she 
can’t afford coffee any more.... Jeanne 
Vest and Violet Peterson had a wiener 
roast for the girls at the office to cele- 
brate their five years service. Everyone 
had a good time, especially Mrs. Steckly’s 
little girl Linda, who was the life of the 
party.... Girls on our sick list are Ella 
Fisher, Ardel Freudenberg, Betty John- 
son, Lois Barta and Shirley Gruber.... 
Mrs. Placek has had a lot of company, 


some from Tobias and some from the 
western part of Nebraska.... Mrs. Arm- 
strong of the Commercial Department, 
went to Seattle, Washington, on her 
vacation.... Mrs. Komma_ spent the 
week-end in Lincoln visiting her sister. 

Birthday of the month is Jackie 
Boldra, August 4— Happy Birthday, 
Jackie! ... Barbara Holmberg spent a 
week-end visiting her sister Marilyn in 
Westend, Iowa. ... Yours Truly had a 
happy birthday made that way with the 


A Birthday Remembrance For Mr. Agee 


Mr. Agee receives the gift from Pioneer President O. L. Sturtevant as Secretary 
Otto Nelsen wiinesses the presentation. Our thanks to Bud” Eden for the picture. 


During Mr. J. H. Agee’s term of 
office as national president of the 
Independent Telephone _ Pioneer 
Association it was largely through his 
efforts that the plan for forming the 
membership into Chapters was 
brought into being, and a few months 
later the Frank H. Woods Chapter 
was created under his guiding hand. 


The present officers of the Chapter, 
mindful of the important role he 
played in the formation of the group, 
and the staunch and ready support he 
has given it since that time, cast 
about for a means of showing their 
appreciation upon the announcement 
of his retirement from the Company. 
Accordingly, President Sturtevant 
and Secretary Nelsen visited Mr. 
Agee’s office on his birthday, July 
27, and presented him with the greet- 
ings and a gift in the name of the 
Chapter. Mr. Agee’s sentiments are 
contained in the following letter, 
which is addressed to the Chapter 
membership: 


“Dear Folks: 


I was most pleasantly surprised when 


your President, Orin Sturtevant, and 
your Secretary, Dewcy Nelsen, along with 
Bud Eden as a photographer, stepped into 
my office yesterday to convey to me 
best wishes on behalf of the Pioneer 
Association on the occasion of my birth- 
day. 


“IT was doubly surprised and pleased 
when, after birthday greetings, Mr. Sturte- 
vant presented me with an exceptionally 
fine set of two Sheaffer pens and a pencil 
from the Pioneer Association. 

“IT have always been greatly interested 
in the continuation of the Pioneer organ- 
ization because I believe its purposes are 
wholesome and constructive. Although J 
now retire from active management of the 
Telephone Company, you have assurance 
that my interest in the Pioneer Associa- 
tion will not in anywise lapse. 


“Thanking you for your tangible evi- 
dence of your friendship in this gift you 
have given me and wishing for the Asso- 
ciation and its members many years of 
prosperity and happiness, I am 

Sincerely yours 


JOHN H. AGEE 
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many cards, hankies, and other gifts. 
May we say thanks to you all so very 
much. ... Speaking of birthdays, we 
played a happy trick on our Chief Op- 
erator. Miss Bader had a birthday on 
July 4, a Sunday. Of course Miss Bader 
doesn’t work on Sunday, so Saturday 
afternoon we called her to come to the 
office. When she arrived, all she found 
was a beautifully wrapped package (done 
by Violet Peterson) and a lovely cake 
with “Happy Birthday, Lillian.” She 
was really surprised and she loved the 
blouse given to her by all of the girls 
in the Traffic Department. May she 
have many more.... Other birthdays for 
July were Ardel Freudenberg, Mary 
Watkins, Dorothy Waters and Barbara 
Holmberg.... Kathryn Owens and Mary 
Watkins recently spent a week-end in 
Omaha.... I suppose everyone has seen 
the pretty red coupe sitting out in front 
of the office. That belongs to Mr. Lant. 
... Mr. Ojers went on his vacation. Sup- 
pose we will have some more good fish 
stories.... Mildred Eschen and Elmena 
Railsback have been transferred to the 
Auburn office. Sorry to see you leave, 
girls, but we’ll be hearing your voices. 


Plattsmouth 


Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Humiston and 
daughter, Novita, spent their two weeks 
vacation at Hardy, Nebr., visiting rela- 
tives and friends. Bob reports having a 
wonderful time.... Mrs. Helen Ofe spent 
July 16 in Omaha visiting friends and 
shopping.... Mrs. Agnes Uhlik with her 
husband and daughter, spent a month’s 
vacation traveling along the western 
coast stopping to visit relatives and 
friends and enjoying the many beautiful 
scenes. Agnes’s enthusiasm for California 
is so great that it has us a little worried. 
Maybe the trip to Catalina had some- 
thing to do with it. Anyway, stick 
around, “Ag” we’re nice, too.... Miss 
Nora Bantam, Telephone operator at 
Alma, Nebr., with Mrs. Albert Brown 
from Plattsmouth, visited our office 
August 3.... Mr. and Mrs. Joe Abrams 
spent their vacation in southwestern 
Colorado staying at Lake San Isabel and 
fishing in the Rio Grande. Coming home 
they stopped at Denver and Ogallala 
and also did a little fishing in the Blue 
river. Joe did not tell how many fish 
he caught or how big they were, but from 
his satisfied look when he returned to 
work, the fishing was good.... Mrs. 
Alice Sharpnack has returned to work 
after two weeks vacation. Part of her 
vacation was spent in Lincoln.... Mr. 
and Mrs. Ben Anderson and family spent 
their vacztion visiting friends and rela- 
tives in Ogallala and Beatrice. Ben tells 
us that he caught some pretty big fish 
at the Kingsley Dam. Of course we just 
don’t know, but we have to take his 
word for it.... Mrs. Pauline Reckard 
spent her two weeks at home just resting. 


Seward 


Helen Griener, Correspondent 


It seems as though everybody that 
isn’t on vacation has been hibernating 
since all of this hot weather we’ve been 
having.... Yours Truly spent her vaca- 
tion down Texas way.... “Baldy”. Bald- 
erson spent his vacation in Steamboat 
Sprinzs, Colorado. There were no re- 
marks on how many fish he got, or did 
he fish?... Al Ager just returned from 
a vacation visiting the mountains near 
Denver, Colorado. By the looks of him, 
he had a swell time.... Laura Douty of 
the Commercial Department returned 
from a month’s trip in the west, visiting 
her brother near Boise, Idaho. She also 
went through Washington, Vancouver, 
British Columbie, and visited relatives in 
California before returning home.... 
Eleanore Schutz recently spent a week- 
end in Elwood taking care of her new 
niece.... Beata Merz recently spent a 
week-end in Norfolk.... Our little can- 
ary, Barbara Anderson, sang at her cous- 
in’s wedding in Nebraska City July 22. 
.. Martha Merz is spending her three 
weeks vacation visitinz with her sister 
and family.... Berniece Mueller of the 
Commercial Department is spending her 
vacation on an extended trip through 
Washington, California and Arizona. Isn’t 
she a lucky gal? ... Thad Cone spent a 
couple of days attending an American 
Legion convention in Grand Island.... 
Vera Schukelbier spent her week-end off 
visiting at the horse races in Lincoln. 
... Anyone who want to take lessons in 
transplanting flowers, callin Libbie Krac- 
man. One day while the thermometer 
stood at 100 degrees, she was transplant- 
ing castor beans. The next day they 
hung their heads but the other flowers 
are doing fine. No use going to Cali- 
fornia when Libbie has such nice flowers. 
... June Dixon, a new student, noticing 
the absence of erasers at the board, 
brought her own supply. Was her face 
red when she was told of the rigid rule 
“no erasers.” ... Neva Kapke Stepp has 
been helping us out. Glad to have her 
back. 


Syracuse 


Mrs. Iona Pieper, Correspondent 

Vacations are in full swing this month. 
Aldean Steinhoff returned to work after 
spending most of her vacation swimming 
and horseback riding. From what we 
hear, she was hardly able to be up the 
day after she want horseback riding she 
was so stiff. My, Aldean, you are get- 
ting old fast.... Alice France left for 
Denver, Colorado, on her vacation..., 
Mrs. Gloria Wellman, a former operator, 
has a new son.... We're glad to welcome 
to our gang of “Plug Pushers” Mavis 
Eisenhauer and Bertha Royal. Good 
Luck, Girls! ... Mrs. Bock has been kept 
pretty busy entertaining company from 
St. Louis, Missouri, recently.... Mr. and 
Mrs. Kermoade and son recently moved 
from their apartment and are now living 
in a house with wheels.... Mrs. Ernst 


We definitely agree with the 
judges in their selection of Miss 
Angelyn Docekal of the Wahoo oper- 
ating department as “Miss Wahoo of 


1948.” Miss Docekal was chosen for 
this honor at a two-night contest held 


end children journeyed to Columbus on a 
bus a week before the Fourth of July 
to visit relatives over the holiday. The 
children had never ridden on a bus, so 
no doubt they had the time of their life. 
Mr. Ernest went up the Fourth to bring 
the family home.... Mr. Kermoade now 
has a helper in his trouble shooting since 
Mr. Byard joined the force. 


Utica 


Bertha Sommer, Chief Operator, spent 
her vecetion at home—how about this, 
Bertha? 

Wahoo 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

Miss Norma Koukal, our peppy Cash- 
ier, recently went to Bozeman, Montana. 
Norma’s alibi was to bring back her 
Grandmother Koukal, but we _ rather 
think she just couldn’t take her own 
cooking any longer.... Dewey Olsen, 
Plant Department, enjoyed his vacation 
just hanging around home.... While Bill 
Behrens was home on his vacation, David 
Lee arrived July 9th to rather pep things 
up. Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 
Behrens. ... Vera Kastenschmidt, one of 
our good natured operators, decided in a 
hurry to resign and left for Akron, Ohio, 
July 26. We have a suspicion an out- 
side influence was just too much for 
Vera, but we do wish you good luck 
Ruby Hines from Morse Bluffs and 
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Photo courtesy Wahoo Newspapers. 


by the Wahoo Junior Chamber of 
Commerce last month at Dance 
Island. Miss Docekal, holding the 
beauty trophy, is flanked by her 
nearest competitors, Miss Lorraine 
Woita and Miss Geraldine Gregg. 
Congratulations, Miss Docekal. 


Leona Yarman of Wahoo have been 
added to the Traffic Department. We 
welcome you! Katherine Miller is 


enjoying a good rest at home... . Betty 
Jane Styskal spent a week in Denver 
visiting and sight seeing ... Jim How- 


land and Family from Weeping Water 
visited our office and with the Elmer 
Neujahrs August 29. We understand 
Jim was having a vacation. ... Mar- 
garet Holka, Assistant Chief Operator, 
is now convalescing in the Com- 
munity Hospital after two operations. 
We understand Margaret is doing nicely 
and should be good as new.... Mae 
Beaty, of the Traffic Department, ac- 
companied by two other friends, spent 
ten days in the Black Hills. While there, 
they made headquarters in Rapid City 
and really took in the country.... Elmer 
Neujahr is having the last fling at vaca- 
tion. Planned on just resting in the 
cool shade, but his wife said he might 
do a little work for a change! ... We were 
happy to have Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gil- 
christ, now of Longmont, Colorado, breeze 
in for a short visit August 19. We were 
glad to see you, Jim, and come again 
when not in such a hurry.... Word was 
received from Vera Kastenschmidt at St. 
Paul, Minnesota, that she has a good 
job and really likes it, of course, we 
know her work is not the main attraction. 


Important jobs in our endeavor to furnish a complete and pleasing service are those 
of the service operators shown here. They are part of the staff of nine in Lincoln 
whose duties consist principally of answering calls from customers whose telephones 
are out of order or are in need of adjustment. The operators record the information, 
test the line in some cases (many times it’s just a case of impatience because of a busy 
line) and if necessary send the customer’s card and the service complaint to the 
testboard for attention. Their jobs are important from the standpoint of good customer 
relations too and require a pleasing telephone personality, a large measure of tact and 
a thorough knowledge of their work. Pictured above are Norma Sondergard, Mary Ruth 
Weart and Belle Howery at the board and Racie Saathoff at the card file. Others on 


the staff are Mae Regler, Velma Waters, 


Virginia Rockwell and Elma Hartphorn. 


Adella Kyckelhahn is the chief service operator and is responsible for the exacting task 


of maintaining the file of nearly 40,000 cards. 


... Mrs. E. L. Dorland and son, Dougie, 
are enjoying a visit with Mary and fam- 
ily at Rock Island, Illinois.... Resigna- 
tions in the Traffic Department this 
month are Joyce Hladik, who leaves to 
attend Teachers College at Peru. Ione 
Hansen, who expects to take a job as 
chief cook and bottle washer for a cer- 
tain young man in the very near future. 
Anyway, congratulations, girls, and suc- 
cess and happiness. 


Yutan 
Mrs. Helen Knutzen, Chief Operator, 
with her husband and son, drove to Cas- 
per, Wyoming, to visit relatives for two 
weeks. 


General Offices and 
Central District 
Accounting and Engineering 


Departments 


Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


The Toll Billing Unit has been so 
busily engaged in preparing a Pro-rate 
Study that its employees haven’t had 
time to think of vacations. But that 
certainly didn’t stop Iva Mae Ost, Jean 
Jensen and Doris Glock from traveling to 
Burwell on a Saturday to attend a rodeo. 
Here’s how they solved their “limited 
time” problem. They chartered a plane 
to take them to Burwell, held it there 
all day and returned the same _ night. 


These gals had a wonderful time and 
didn’t seem at all disturbed when told 
they would have to land in a wheat 
field because of a large mudhole on the 
runway at the airport.... We wish to 
welcome three new employees who have 
joined the Toll Billing Unit. They are 
Eva Mae Rasmussen, Alma Sexton and 
Phyllis Sailors. Virginia Kucera has 
been re-employed and Mary Helm and 
Elinore Wunch are helping out with the 
special study. While we’re introducing 
new employees we’d like to have you 
meet Irene Stolz who is new in the Dis- 
bursement Section and Gay Henderson 
who was recently transferred from the 
Supply Dept. to the Engineering Dept. 

Congratulations are extended to 
Geraldine Sperling who is now Mrs. 
Robert Bentley.... George Mann, Ed 
Brehm and Don Swanson are breezing 
about in shiny new automobiles. Why 
they don’t offer to take us for a ride 
is something we still haven‘t figured 
out.... Taking advantage of Colorado’s 
scenic beauty and cool mountain breezes 
during recent vacations were J. L. Lyne, 
R. H. Spohn, Viva June Siefert, Ferne 
Burns, Alvina Miller, Don Swanson, 
Eunice Zehr and Ruby Hahn. Ruby, 
we hear, enjoys traveling by car, for then, 
when she stops at a service station, the 
attendant asks what he may do for her. 
Ferne Burns spotted Kay Kyser wander- 
ing around on circus grounds in Denver. 

Traveling to spots of interest in 
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Celifornia, Oregon, Washington, Montana 
and Wyoming were Grace Hauschild, 
M. W. Franklin, G. W. Jahn and J. Back- 
strom.... Heading east and stopping off 
for a period of relaxation at Lake Oko- 
boji were Dewey Nelsen and Roy Galley. 
Bob Ross attended an art exhibit in 
Chicago. Joyce Grabowski would have 
appreciated a pair of “red flannels” 
while on a fishing trip to Minnesota. 
Esther Gushard acquired quite a tan 
while fishing at Lake Erickson in Ne- 
braska. B. J. Sievers, Carl Ahl, Vic 
Musselman and Dick Hansen spent their 
vacations in and around the gay spot 
of Lincoln.... Mr. and Mrs. Devoe had 
their son Reed as their visitor from 
Pennsylvania during August.... Lorraine 
Hansen recently acquired a shiny new 
typewriter desk of which she is very 
proud. ... Don’t look now, but Helen 
Goit, the gal that has the reputation of 
moving every few weeks, is packing her 
bags again Charlene Macaluso and 
her husband are now happily settled in 
their new home. Charlene is leaving us 
the last of August to devote her time 
to housekeeping. S. F. Bush and 
K. J. Boshart have finished auditing 
our largest exchange, namely, Lincoln. 
It was a big job and they are glad it 
is now finished. Speaking of Mr. 
Bush we hear he had quite an embar- 
rassing moment the other evening when, 
upon walking into the house, after a 
visit with friends, he found he had 
donned the hat belonging to his friend 
and his own hat, which he says he 
always wears, was at home on the table 
where he had left it. ... Gene Schrank, 
a member of the American Legion Drum 
Corps, had two very warm feet and 
several blisters on his hands after 
marching with the Drum Corps in the Le- 
gion parade at Grand Island on one of 
Nebraska’s hottest days. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 

With vacation time in full swing 
we find ourselves in the midst of vaca- 
tion tales from our fellow office mem- 
bers. From the east, the west, the north 
and the south come descriptions of sights, 
good times, points of interest, etc. Nora 
Mae Johnson and her husband visited 
the city of Denver while Virginia Ander- 
son with her husband toured to Michi- 
gan and Wisconsin. ‘They also stopped 
in Chicago just long enough to get good 
end lost in the heavy Chicago traffic.... 
Virginia Perry accompanied her husband 
to Rochester, Minnesota, where Mr. Per- 
ry went through the clinic. However, 
they did endeavor in some fishing on the 
side and Virginia returned with a deep 
tan. ... Tita Panter also enjoyed the 
coolness of Minnesota with her husband 
while Alice Fender and her husband 
painted the cities of Chicago, St. Louis, 
and Kansas City a bright, glowing red. 
... W. McDowell and his wife toured to 


Missouri and paid their respects to Kan- 


sas City. ... Des Moines, Iowa, was the 
vacation spot for H. Spahnile and his 
family. ... And taking in points west 


was B. Overcash and C. Eggerss. Mr. 
Overcash toured through Yellowstone 
Park on to Seattle, Washington, while 
Mr. Eggerss took in the sights at Salt 
Lake City, Utah, and the Grand Canyon. 
... Merna Jensen spent her vacation see- 
ing points of interest in Ohio, while 
Gertrude Holmes spent the remaining 
week of her vacation at home. ... It was 
two weeks at home and one week in Den- 
ver with plenty of good food and rest for 
Myrtle Hiner, while K. B. Carey helped 
remodel his daughter’s new home.... 
Mr. Gore spent his vacation enjoying his 
usual hobby—golf. ... Ella Knobel was 
honoree at a miscellaneous shower on 
August 13th at Mavis Everett’s home. 
This occasion was followed a week later 
by the wedding of the nervous bride, 
Ella, and the happy groom, Dean Da- 
moude. We extend best wishes to the 
newlyweds. This past month seems 
to have been new car month as H. 
Spahnle zoomed forth in a new 1948 
Ford and sold his 1942 Chevrolet to W. 
McDowell. Gertrude Holmes and her 
husband purchased a Chevie convertible 
while Ima Jean Wear and her hubby got 
a Ford sedan. We dislike saying 
goodbye to Nora Mae Johnson this 
month as she transfers to the General 
Commercial Office. ... The contractors, 
plasterers and painters have made their 
appearance around home camp again this 
month to tear up the old entrance and 
make a grand entrance to the building. 
The results will be thoroughly enjoyed 
by all. 


When Bill Morris was in Hastings recently he ran on to this 
group of construction men and took their picture. Lyle Piper 
very helpfully identified them for us. So with the assistance of 
these two obliging gentlemen we present the Western District 
construction forces who are doing such a fine job in making 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


The General Commercial Office, like 
most of the other offices around the 
building have been doing in the past, 
is now working to the tune of hammers, 
drills and saws, as carpenters tear out 
walls and put in others. A new location 
for our door and a remodeled lobby will 
be the result of the: pounding and saw- 
ing, so we'll gladly put up with it for 
awhile. ... July and August were very 
popular months for vacations in our of- 
fice. Kathryn Portsche motored to Colo- 
rado and Wyoming for two very en- 
joyable weeks. Mr. Jackson spent one 
week in western Nebraska, and is look- 
ing forward to two more weeks of his 
vacation at a later date. Mr. Gorman 
enjoyed a three week vacation, which 
he spent at home and on the golf course. 
Mr. Lawson journeyed to Minnesota for 
two weeks, where his family and his 
two. brother’s families from Iowa and 
Wisconsin fished and rested. Mr. Hart- 
ley and his family took a bus trip to 
California to visit his daughter. Mr. 
Hale visited in Chadron, Nebraska, dur- 
ing his vacation and Mr. Walroth, who 
is vacationing at this writing, slipped 
away without our finding out his plans. 
... Willie Ruth Hamilton was called to 


. Marshall, Texas, because of the death 


of her brother as the result of a highway 
accident. ... While “Yours Truly” toured 
the west coast thinking Arlene Rollins 
was taking her place at the office, 
Arlene announced her wedding date to 
be but a week away and resigned to 
make her home in Kansas. We all wish 
her lots of luck and really will miss her 


progress in the Company’s expansion and improvement program. 
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Hedstrom, J. Selko, 


end her cheery smile. ... Joy Smith, 
who formerly worked in our office, came 
back to help us out and everyone was 
glad to have her back. We wish she 
could have stayed longer but “Kit,’” her 
young son, demands her attention at 
home. ... The girls of the General Com- 
mercial Office entertained Arlene Rol- 
lins at a farewell dinner on August 12 
and presented her with a gift from the 
office force. We are glad to see 
Ixathryn Portsche on her feet again after 
a tough siege with the summer flu. 
... Mr. Gorman was recently elected 
President of the Lincoln Chapter of the 
S.A.LE., an organization of Industrial 
Editors. ... The family picnic was en- 
joyed very much by the members of our 
Department, and we know by everyone 
else who attended. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess—Associate Editor 


Your associate editor has been on vaca- 
tion and returned to find this little job 
on the top of the stack. Think we could 
fill a page just listing those on vacation 
and our changes in personnel. Yes sir, 
these two months have been busy ones. 
... We have seven new employees to add 
to the list, they are George Adam, J. 
Addleman, H. Williams, F. Baker, A. 
Kaprivnik, N. Schappaugh, and D. Mur- 
ray. But when we look at the other side 
of the sheet and see twelve resignations 
it looks like we’re on the losing end. 
W. Vacek, L. Vacek, Ted Connors and 
Charles Edwards resigned to go back to 
school. Others who left us were Dwight 
Woodruff, Con Urbach, Joy Schrock, 
Maurice Riner, Dick Knight, Howard 
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From left to right they are: W. Becker, B. Herzog, D. Fagler, 
R. Leech, KR. Hromadka, W. B. Imier, E. Jj. Imler, C. McClure, 
P. V. Eckles, Foreman Lyle Piper, E. W. Burchess, Foreman B. T. 
Hedges, Foreman O. F. Buck, D. Jones, R. Clark, R. Thayer, W. 
Ted Connor and B. T. Hayes. 


Lydia Holloway, Accounting Depart- 
ment, is one of the reasons why working 
for the L. T. & T. -Company is a nice 
occupation. We have yet to meet her 
or call her by telephone and not receive 
a pleasant smile or greeting. And she 
knows her work too. 


Jensen, Elden Imler and Earl Brown. 
Jack Donley transferred to the Service 
Department. July and August are 
truly the vacation months of the year 
from the looks of the list. Out at Has- 
tings Otto Buck and his crew vacationed 
the first two weeks in July. Lyle Piper 
and three members of his crew managed 
to get their vacations out of the way 
during these two months. George Burt, 
cable splicer at Hastings took his vaca- 
tion in July. Of our floating crews work- 
ing out of Lincoln George Wasson, Earl 
Eichenour and Harry Moss and most 
of the members of their crews are or have 
been vacationing. Here in Lincoln 
Francis Smith, Don Frankforter, Jim 
Baxter, R. Hibbert, W. Huddleston, C. 
Pierce, C. Riedel, Ray Boling, J. Al- 
brandt, Harold Cudaback, A. Fritz, C. 
Hutchison and Tom Roller took advan- 
tage of the hot weather and vacationed. 
Don Utterson spent his vacation in Cali- 
fornia. Mr. Studier spent his vacation 
in the early part of July up in Minne- 
sota having a big Studier family reunion. 
Mr. Schmeltzer is vacationing at the mo- 
ment, spending most of his time fishing, 
no doubt. Hope he brings in some 
samples to prove his fish stories. Mr. 
Holcomb took part of his vacation this 
month to get some of those odd jobs 
out of the way. ... Mr. Foster is home 
now and making steady progress. Talked 
to him over the phone the other day and 
it seemed good to hear his voice. 

Congratulations to the M. C. Hulberts. 
Dwight Earl was born August 9th at 
5:08 weighing 6 pounds, 12 ounces. 


General Offices—2nd Floor 
Barbara Kaiser, Associate Editor 


Vacations are in full swing. Going to 
Colorado, George Keith and wife, Mina 


Jorgensen and husband, who located a 
nice cabin, and Mr. and Mrs. Agee are 
spending a month in Estes Park. Myr- 
tle Smith traveled to Los Angeles and 
Marie Beltz to Iowa. Mr. Potter has 
gone on his vacation’ and we look for- 
ward to an interview with him upon 
his return concerning the details. The 
preliminary plans sound more than in- 
teresting and we are sure that he will 
share with our readers the sights and 
wonders of the great northwest and 
Canada, which he is exploring. ... Of 
course the feature article takes care of 
the retirement of Mr. Agee and the 
appointment of Mr. Noble to succeed 
him. Those of us on second floor, how- 
ever, who have been Mr. Agee’s next 
door neighbors throughout the years, 
want him to know that it has been a 
pleasure to see him almost daily and 
receive his pleasant good morning 
which he never failed to express. To 
Mr. Noble these same second floor 
neighbors, because the majority of us 
have worked with you during a period 
of years, do not feel that we need to 
welcome you in our midst, but we do 
extend to you our heartiest congratu- 
lations and best wishes for your con- 
tinued success. Visitors this month 
were Arnold Coffin and R. E. Meek 
which you boys will probably remem- 
ber and of course Couer d’ Alene Mc- 
Artor Kennedy. Aletha Davison enter- 
tained a group of general office girls for 
luncheon at the Cornhusker compli- 
menting Mrs. Kennedy, who formerly 
worked in Mr. Agee and Mr. Devoe’s 
offices, but now is giving her attention 
to young Stevie and Richard, who by 
the way will arrive this week end, at 
Crossett, Arkansas, her home. She has 
also been visiting her Parents at Pick- 
rell. ... Well, of course, while we're 
writing up this news, we are having 
trouble keeping our mind from wan- 
dering to that long looked for 12th of 
September, when, now that the bride- 
groom is on land instead of sea, we shall 
have to put through a “310” for a 
name change to Churchill. Isn’t that 
wonderful? Busy days aplenty, moving 
in our apartment and all, thanks to 
George Keith, but we hope to make the 
grade. ... That Nesco electric roaster 
that we were fortunate enough to win 
for guessing the “mystery person” at 
the family picnic will come in mighty 
handy too. News from Mr. Seaton 
is that he is feeling fine, progressing 
very satisfactorily and is able to be 
out of doors a while. ... At the end of 
August, George Keith’s men are work- 
ing as follows: Darnold and Robison, 
installation of additional toll line mul- 
tiple at Geneva; Caldwell, changing trunk 
equipment to Weeping Water and Platts- 
mouth at Louisville; Guthrie and Bar- 
ney, maintenance routine at Clay Center, 
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Service Department, Lincoln 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Several of the employees in our de- 
pertment are back again after most 
cnjoyable vacations. Mrs. Christopher 
fecetioned in Concordia, Kansas visiting 
her mother.... Pep Saunders spent sev- 
eral days at Storm Lake, Iowa. ... Alex 
Geist journeyed through eleven states 
enroute to Montana and Texas, where 
he visited his daughters. ... Henry Zim- 
mermen vacationed at Estes Park and 
Denver, Colorado. ... Chris Lyberis went 
to Yellowstone National Park. ... 
Frank Kuchera spent several days in 
Omaha and in Kansas. ... Harry Kund- 
son spent part of his time in the har- 
vest field and the remainder at home. 

Boyd Wedgwood vacationed at 
Devils Lake end Baraboo, Wisconsin 
and Chicago. ... Johnny Fischer trav- 
eled to St. Louis, Kansas City, and 
northern Minnesota. ... Bob Stall spent 
his time getting his limit, while fish- 
ing in Minnesota. ... Ivan Paddack has 
pleasant memories of his trip through 
the Black Hills and the Bad Lands, on 
his way to the White Horse Ranch. ... 
C. H. Palmquist visited in Newton and 
Ogden, Iowa, the latter to attend the 
funeral of his father-in-law. ... We also 
had some others who just stayed at 
home, among them being Lyle Rauch, 
Elmer Travis, and Bill Webster who 
spent most of his time working on: his 
house. Another stay-at-home vacationer 
was Paul Guelker who did quite a bit 
of relaxing. We wish to extend a 
welcome to our new employees Virginia 
Rockwell, Robert Thompson, Walter 
Weber, Ivan Doran, Joseph Carson, 
David Laux and Robert Southworth 
who is back helping during the sum- 
mer. ... W. P. Shuch suffered a twisted 
knee, while working at “3” Office, but 
we are glad to hear that it is much im- 
proved. ... F. L. Tefft has been on the 
sick list for the last few weeks, but 
we hope he will be able to return soon. 

. E. A. Rosker has also been absent 
from work recuperating from some 
dental work, but we expect him back 
soon.... We wish to extend our sym- 
pathy to Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Dalton on 
the death of Mrs. Dalton’s father and 
also to Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Palmquist 
on the death of Mrs. Palmquist’s father. 
... Due to the maintenance work for the 
C.A.X.’s which is taken care of at the 
Main Switchroom, R. R. Guthrie was 
transferred from “6” Office to “2-5” Of- 
fice to help Del Gilmore with this work, 
while Howard Stroup was transferred out 
to “6” Office to take Mr. Guthrie’s place. 
... During the illness of F. L. Tefft, Bob 
Stall has been replacing him at “6” 
Office. 


August News—Helen Gill 
Vacation fever has just about taken 
over the Service Department from 
the looks of the reports coming in about 
trips and good times. Among _ those 


who have returned are R. N. Brendle and 
L. H. Pierce who spent their vacations 
at home, as did Jake Schneider, who 
worked on his house and Hugo Staley 
who spent his time catching up on work 
left since last spring.... L. P. Livingston 
visited relatives in Iowa.... The Gil- 
more family including Dell and Don 
journeyed to Lake Okoboji, Iowa.... 
Magdalen Heser vacationed in LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin.... R. N. McDowell in Ken- 
tucky.... E. O. Wait visited his brother 
Carl in Custer County.... B. D. Patti- 
son and B. Wanek both visited in Can- 
ada.... Dick Bauer covered quite a bit 
of territory, taking in Denver, Rocky 
Mountain National Park, Salt Lake City, 
Yellowstone, Black Hills, Sandhills, Kan- 
sas City, the Ozarks and St. Louis.... 
Mr. F. P. Darnold and family recuperated 
at Yellowstone Park, as did A. K. Robi- 
son and family.... Howard Smith and 
his family spent their time looking over 
the wonders of Colorado.... R. R. Guth- 
rie and his wife rolled up 1700 miles 
traveling through Minnesota, stopping 
at Pipestone, Itasca, Bemidji, Hibbing, 
Ely, Duluth and Twin Cities. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. . H. Bottorff and Roger visited 
Denver, Salt Lake and Canada.... Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Wohlberg and daughter, 
Lynn, visited in South Bend, Nebraska, 
and took in the sights of Chicago.... 
Mr. M. C. Walker and family visited 
in Tallahassee, Florida, and also went to 
Fruit Land Park, Florida, to visit Mr. 
Walker’s mother and father.... Alex 
Geist has been transferred from our “de- 
partment to Supply. We wish him the 
best of luck in his new work. We wish 
to extend greetings to Jack R. Donley 
who is assisting in the Main Switch- 
room and to Leslie Favias who is the 
new Custodian at “4” and “6” Branch 
Offices.... Lee Rauch resigned August 
19th and we were all certainly sorry to 
see him leave. It was a pleasure to 
work with him. We want to wish him 
luck in whatever he plans to do.... 
Maxine Travis, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. E. L. Travis, returned home from 
the hospital the first part of August 
and is on her way to recovery after an 
illness of a few weeks.... We wish to 
extend our sympathy to A. B. Smith, 
whose sister passed away in Los Angeles, 
California. Mr. Smith attended the 
funeral there.... The Chief Switchman’s 
telephone was kept rather busy the latter 
part of July by the switchmen who patrol 
and clear alarms in the Branch Office 
switchrooms. They desire everyone to 
know how much impressed they are with 
the action of Car No. 10, which is now 
used for this work during the evenings 
and nights. There is just no comparison 
with that good old rattling No. 52 which 
was previously used. 


Supply Department 
By Marion Smith 


As may be expected at this time of 
year, most of our news concerns vaca- 


tions—past and present. As to distance 
traveled, M. D. Chamberlain, R. Rauch 
and J. Litzenberg are vying for honors. 
Merle drove to the Rockies through the 
Black Hills. He came home complain- 
ing about snow. MRussell Rauch found 
out that Idaho is a good state and John 
Litzenberg decided Washington state is 
too. The really smart people were the 
stay-at-homes. Those include John and 
Paul Eisenbarth, B. F. Ferguson, H. R. 
Dudgeon, F. P. Condos, Charles Hansen 
and Clyde Whittington. W. T. Haas vis- 
ited relatives in O’Neill, Nebraska, and 
A. Lowell Johnson had his dream come 
true when he rode in the Burwell rodeo. 
Ivan Olson spent some time in Illinois 
but it seems to me, most of our people 
went to Colorado. Sammy Lawrence did 
better than anyone, he brought back a 
wife with him. He was married July 3rd 
in Denver and from there visited his 
wife’s sister in Utah. We know he must 
have a pretty fine wife and wish them 
every happiness. Dean Hobson, Helen 
Kehling, M. E. Royce and W. C. Masr- 
field were the others that were in Colo- 
rado. Milton Royce was in Estes Park 
for one week and upon arriving home de- 
cided to try it another direction and 
motored to Lake Okoboji, Iowa, with R. 
E. Grant. Fishing was their objective 
in Iowa, but they aren’t talking. Bill 
Rosenthal reports a little better luck on 
a fishing trip to Kingsley Dam near 
Ogallala during his vacation. He eiso is 
boasting about the two coats of paint he 
gave his house and garage.... We have a 


new employee in our office, Mary F. 
Eis and one in the garage, J. W. Hartz. 
Another welcomed employee is Alex 
Geist who recently transferred from the 
Service Department to our Shop. Their 
loss is our gain.... School will soon be 
starting and F. M. Condos, J. R. Gordon, 
D. W. Smith and K. E. Versaw are leav- 
ing us.... Charlie Connors is out at Vet's 
hospital getting an old injury to his beck 
fixed up.... It surely is noisy around 
here with so many wedding bells ringing. 
Leona Pavel is now Mrs. Anthony Di- 
Paolo and her sister Anne is Mrs. Leo 
Rau. Velma Curtis has set her date 
for September 20th. Much happiness 
to all of them.... Grandpa Strasser is 
beaming these days. It’s the first grand- 
daughter. The proud parents are Mr. 
and Mrs. F. R. Strasser who have just 
recently moved to Duluth, Minnesota, 
from Ann Arbor, Michigan, where Rich- 
ard graduated from law school. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


As we resume news-writing after the 
usual Summer recess, the notations taken 
two months ago have an old look, and 
may sound like ancient history—still, 
we're not going to slight folks, so here 
goes: Jimmie Darnold, son of Mrs. 
Dorothy Darnold, attended Boy Scout 
encampment at Camp Cedars near Fre- 
mont, and while there was heard on a 
radio broadcast featuring boys’ hobbies. 


Pictured above is Carl Mischnick, garage mechanic, demonstrating the 
virtues of the new power sweeper which has taken over the daily chore of 
cleaning the garage and quonset floors at Lincoln. The machine was pur- 
chased and put into operation last April, and since that time has proven 
itself a boon to the building servicemen. The vast expanse of garage floor, 
which once required from 1% to 2 hours work in sweeping by hand, can be 
cleaned spic and span by the power sweeper in no more than twenty minutes, 
while in the quonset building it does in ten minutes the work which once 
required three-fourths hour to accomplish manually. 
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... Barbara Blockwitz and Dorothy Bark- 
er, for whom wedding bells will soon 
ring, are wearing beautiful diamonds.... 
Melba Richards, Georgia Smith, and Ina 
Ozenbaugh arrived at a social function, a 
shower given for June Johnson, very late. 
Their hostesses had about despaired of 
their coming when they finally arrived 
and gave a graphic report of having been 
lost! Much time had been spent ringing 
doorbells, reading house numbers, receiv- 
ing directions and arriving at dead-end 
Streets in the eerie darkness until finally 
they found the Mickey Eilers residence. 
... Mrs. Vera Wasson is both proud and 
happy over the new grandson, Stephen 
John, who arrived July 14. ... Genevieve 
Griffin has really been doing things be- 
sides her duties as clerk! Having decided 
to make the home beautiful she worked 
long hours redecorating it—plastering, 
Papering, painting and what not. We 
believe she really did do it herself too, 
for we thought we detected some paint 
on her nose. ... Vacations at the present 
are many. Among them are Dorothy 
Bryan, who visited in Atchison, Kansas, 
and Kansas City, Missouri; Wilma Wer- 
gin, who motored through Wyoming and 
Colorado; Betty Kroeger, who visited in 
Wisconsin; Ruth McCracken, who went 
to Beaver Crossing and Utica; Lillian 
Schafer went to Sterling, Colorado; Ber- 
nice Itzen, to her home in Gilead; Mr. 
and Mrs. Francis Darnold and family 
vacationed in Yellowstone National Park 
and Red Lodge, Montana; Mellie Hunt, 
accompanied by her sister, Bessie, went 
to Portland, Oregon, Seattle, Washington, 
Victoria, Canada, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, California. They visited a 
sister in Seattle, and a brother in May- 
wood, California; Lillian Campbell mot- 
ored to California, Jean Vybrial to Colo- 
rado, Ruth and Lola Hetherington visited 
at their home in Lawrence; Ruth Furry 
to the Black Hills, Regina and Alberta, 
Canada; Hazel Nichols to Hot Springs, 


Arkansas, and Oklahoma; Dorothy Bark- 
er to Mille Lacs Lake, Minnesota; Ver- 
vita Vorce, to Sidney, Nebraska; Dorothy 
Ann Adkison to Texas; Darlene Multer 
to California; Ina Ozenbaugh went to 
the Dells, Wisconsin; Evelyn Vinkinberg 
to her home near Hebron; Minnie Allen, 
Genevieve Schwarz, Pat Morrow, and 
Gladys Trumble stayed home; while the 
vacation plans of Arlene Zabel, Maurine 
Harter, Lois Kohn, Darlene Johannes, 
Georgia Harrold, Lillian Bokert, Lucille 
Buss, are not known at the present time. 
.. . Ruth Straka, noticing a girl whom 
she thought was waiting an assignment, 
stepped up to help her, only to recognize 
the Chief Operator, Miss Richards, with 
a new hair-do! ... Hattie Staley, enjoyed 
a vacation in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.... 
Bonnie Roberts spent a week-end in 
McCook. ... Mable Volpp and Dorothy 
Grafton visited in Omaha and Council 
Bluffs, Iowa. ... Delpha Packett, having 
come to work one evening with a badly 
sun-burned face, was being generally 
teased about it, when she stumbled over 
a chair in the aisle, and her face was 
really red ... Lola Hetherington has 
been appointed to clerk rate. ... We ex- 
tend congratulations to Alice Meahan, 
who was married August 15 to Leo Mun- 
son at Grand Island. ... One morning we 
were startled to see flying objects com- 
ing through the air—dropping from 
above! Our first thought was “flying 
saucers,’ until we recognized one object 
as a rubber thumb, another as a pencil, 
etc. We discovered it was Blanche 
Logan at the desk, ambitiously sending 
over trolleys. ... Dorothy Nelson spent 
a week-end in Omaha. ... Marie Adkis- 
son Haught recently visited old familiar 
scenes in the ‘Traffic Department.... 
Betty Kroeger loves to read, and she 
loves murder stories, but thrills are fol- 
lowed by chills occasionally when before 
retiring she peeks, with the aid of a 
flashlight under the davenport, in the 
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Just a drop of water or two can cause 
a headache of several hours duration for 
cable men. We were impressed while 
visiting Tecumseh recently with the effi- 
ciency and know-how of A. C. Brunke, 
helper, and C, F. Hutchison, cable splicer, 
in clearing this case of trouble. 


closet, and corner. ... Virginia Stiles 
spent a week-end at Duncan, Nebraska, 
and reports among other enjoyable 
things the thrill of her life—she caught 
a fish! Just how big did you say it 
was, Virginia? ... Ruth and Lola Heth- 
erington report one of the highlights of 
their vacation was learning to drive the 
family car. ... Darlene Gans and Vir- 
ginia Stiles spent a day in Omaha shop- 
ping. ... We Welcome as new employees 
the following: Maxine Pointer, Doris 
Gillett, Jane Meyers, LaVonne Petrec, 
Donna Whitfield, Mary Arthur, Irene 
Dreezen, Betty Bolen, Irene Lekai, Jose- 
phine Lococo, Marjorie Mitchell, Caro- 
line Nielsen, Adele Wishnow, Mary Arm- 
strong, June Pinkley, Arton Sexton, Shir- 
ley Sodman, Arlene Norris, Marilyn 
McIntosh, Marjorie Collins, Susan Whit- 
ney. Ada Armogast, Mauriene Whitaka, 
Arlene Knopple, Marilyn Rauch, Laura 
Kellog and Mary Stuben. ... Ruth How- 
ard spent the week-end at her home in 
Burwell. ... Georgia Smith visited a few 
days in Dubuque, Iowa.... Jean Vybiral 
who vacationed in Colorado, borrowed 
her uncle’s valuable camera to assure 
herself of good snap shots of the scenery. 
She took many pictures and carefully 
guarded them. However, when the films 
were removed from the camera upon her 
return, she found only a twisted torn 
roll. She hadn’t wound it right! ... Mary 
Rose Thelen enjoyed a visit at her home 
in Shelby. ... Speaking of relatives, the 
traffic department has in its employ five 
sets of sisters, namely Leona and Irene 
Woznick, Darlene Multer and Eloise 
Baldwin, Ruth and Lola Hetherington, 
Blanche Logan and Anna Forst, and 
Gladys Trumble and Theresa Carter. 


General Traffic and Cafeteria 
By Betty Hansen 


Eva Lebo has left the cafeteria and 
has moved to her farm. ... Also leaving 
us this month is Norma Van Winkle who 
is making her home in California. We 
welcome Mable Fisher, who is taking 
Norma’s place. .. Vacationers this 
month include Marie Jackson who va- 
cationed in Indianola, Iowa, Jean Mar- 
chand, who visited in Kearney, Nebras- 
ka, and Jean Hueppelsheuser, who di- 
vided her time between Chicago and 
Colorado Springs. Rod Andrews spent 
three weeks in the Black Hills and Estes 
Park. Mr. Carlson went to Minnesota 
on a fishing trip. Also fishing was Dick 
Hobson. Paul Henson and his wife vis- 
ited in Washington, D. C., New York 
City, Niagara Falls and Rochester, New 
York, where they visited his brother.... 


Clarabelle Schroll spent her vacation with 
her folks in Fairbury. Minnie Stieber 
took an extensive trip through the west, 
visiting her daughter in California, while 
Nora Kelly and Betty Hansen stayed 
here in Lincoln. ... We were glad to 
have Mrs. Stump, who formerly worked 
in the cafeteria, come back to help us 
out during vacations. ... Frances Har- 
mon, Supervisor of Methods, is nicely 
settled in her new living quarters.... 
The welcome mat goes out to Bob Wohl- 
berg, who recently transferred from the 
General Plant to the General Traffic 
Department. 


Southern District 
Wilma Stolzenbur§g, Associate Editor 


Auburn 


Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 


If it’s variety you want, we have it! 
We bid fond farewell to Mrs. Ida L. 
Keedy who resigned as an operator July 
15th and to Florine Clark who is also 
leaving our throng of operators.... We 
bid welcome to Helen Silence, Harriet 
Oliver and Dorothy Yost who were re- 
cently employed.... Hope you enjoy 
your work, girls.... Mrs. Oakel Butler 
returned from her vacation this week. 
She spent her vacation at home Paper- 
hanging. If we ever need any of this 
work done we’ll whistle Oakel.... Vaca- 
tions are still in full swing. Those en- 
joying theirs at present are Myron Birds- 
ley and George Damon, Plant, and Stella 
Clark and Shirley Snyder, Traffic.... 
Manager Sterling Nelson has returned 
from his vacation. . . . Vivian Kenney 
changed her name when she was married 
June 29, she now answers to the name of 
Mrs. Kinghorn. Congratulations, Vivian. 
... On August 3 she was the honored 
guest at a shower. 


Beatrice 
Marjorie Johns and Shirley Gish, Correspondents 


Vacations are in full swing about now 
and some of the girls have spent theirs 
in interesting places, for instance Ileta 
Mumford’s vacation included such scenic 
places as Denver, Colorado Springs, Salt 
Lake City and Yellowstone National 
Park.... Shirley Koch vacationed in 
Chicago and surrounding territory and 
we heard she spent some time fishing. 
Sounds like fun, but we’re wondering 
if she caught any fish. ... Dorothy White- 
head decided to purchase an automobile 
while on her.vacation and we know that 
car is going to see plenty of action from 
now on. Better buy plenty of insurance, 
Dot, even the best of drivers need it.... 
Others who enjoyed recent vacations are 
Bonnie Weir, Ruth Zimmerman, Hedwig 
Elmshaeuser, and Darlene Clausen.... 
We are glad to see Adelaide Kinard back 
with us again after undergoing an opera- 
tion.... Congratulations go to Phyllis 
Brockmeyer who will soon become Mrs. 
Don Theobold, she’s moving away from 
Beartice and we certainly are going to 


miss her pleasant smile. ... Mrs. Elsie 
Cooper is back on the job after being 
called to Oklahoma by the death of her 
mother.... Frank Nevitt has just re- 
turned from a trip to Colorado and Idaho 
Springs and from what we hear, every- 
thing from Tom Cat Serenades and car 
trouble followed him through his jour- 
ney over the mountains. Better luck 
next time, Frank.... At the present time, 
the plant department is minus M. L. 
Hodge, who is somewhere in Wyoming 
and Colorado testing his new “Baby 
Blue” Hudson.... Mrs. Christine Mason 
of the Commercial Office spent her two 
week vacation in Omaha and the test of 
her time was spent painting the house 
and making kitchen curtains. Chris was 
glad to be back in the office to rest up 
from her vacation.... Wilma Stolzenburg 
and her husband spent one grand and 
glorious week in Colorado, viewing the 
sight and inhaling the invigorating moun- 
tain air. We’ve everything but tied 
her to her desk to keep her from going 
back for the rest of the summer... A 
written “Welcome” for the new Com- 
mercial Clerk, Marilynn Huggler, who 
is taking Shirley Gish’s place behind 
the counter.... Incidentally by the time 
you read this Shirley Gish will be Mrs. 
Sherrill. 


Clatonia 


Carolina Iwohn drove to Lincoln fre- 
quently the past two weeks to see her 
husband who is a patient at the St. Eliza- 
beth Hospital. 


Friend 

A very interesting visitor in our office 
recently was Leo E. Phillips of Kearny, 
N. J., who has been employed with West- 
ern Electric Bell system for 30 years, 
and is ncw looking forward to retirement. 
He came back to visit relatives and 
friends, and see the place where he was 
born.... Other visitors recently were 
Mr. Donley, Mr. Burge, Mr. Behm and 
Mr. Noble.... Marie Gifford returned to 
work July 17, after a three months’ leave 
of absence during which time she sub- 
mitted to a serious spinal operation. 
And are we happy to have you back, 
Marie! Yes sir-e-e.... Our first vaca- 
tioner is the night operator, Nona Brus- 
nahan, but she hasn’t told us her plans. 


Fairbury 
Marion Beasley, Correspondent 


Vacations and more vacations! These 
lucky people. From the Traffic Depart- 
ment we’ve missed Matilda Alpers who 
spent her vacation with relatives in 
Clatonia; Idonna Landis who spent two 
weeks just loafing at home; Florence 
Beck who journey to Kansas City with 
her sister and is said to be having a 
wonderful time; Arlene Cline who is at 
home for two weeks; Emilie Bleich who 
is in South Dakota; Irene Smalidon who 
is in the windy city of Chicago and plans 
to travel on to Wisconsin; Annabelle 
Stocker and Mary Jackson who are leav- 
ing soon for Colorado Springs and Beryl 
Leslie and Velda Schipper are just rest- 
ing at home. Oh yes, Joyce Robinson re- 
ported a wonderful time when she re- 
turned from her Colorado outing.... 
Mandane Reid, Cashier, spent two weeks 
visiting several points between here and 
Colorado Springs where we understand, 
Mandane mangled a good pair of shoes 
in a street car track. Everything hap- 
pens on a vacation.... Gerald Caley, 
Plant, helped harvest one of those bump- 
er wheat crops while on vacation in 
Delphos, Kansas.... J. C. Gear, Wire 
Chief, and Mrs. Gear traveled by rail 
to Elizabeth, New Jersey, to spend three 
weeks with their daughter and family, 
visiting the Railroad Fair on their re- 
turn through Chicago.... Earl Schem- 
merhorn and the Mrs. are sightseeing 
through the Black Hills. Earl was afraid 
to try Las Vegas this year for fear his 
lucky streak has run out.... Norma 
Jean Hock and Delores Bolter are new 
students; we wish to welcome them to 
our group.... We enjoyed having Ruth 
Howard of the Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment visit us recently.... Florence Beck, 
Traffic, spent a recent week-end in Su- 
perior.... Betty Rohlfing, Traffic, was 
a little embarrassed sitting at the head 
of delayed traffic in a busy down-town 
section while the boy friend struggled 
with a flat tire. 


Humboldt 


Mariella Williamson, Correspondent. 


Emma Lee King returned to work from 
her two weeks vacation. She spent one 


week in Chicago visiting friends. ... Rose 
Fankhouser vacationed in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, with friends.... Mary Meister 


has returned to work after her three 
weeks vacation which she spent at home 
while Catharine Gillan, Chief Operator, 
began her three weeks vacation July 11. 
She and her sister went to Pennslyvania 
to visit relatives.... Norma Lee Arnold 
went to Lincoin to have a cast removed 
from her leg, which she has worn since 
an operation on her ankle in May to 
correct a condition left by polio. She 
is now wearing a brace.... A big wel- 
come goes out to Deloris Land who was 
recently employed in the traffic depart- 
ment.... The local employees had a 
picnic supper in honor of Mary Meister, 
whose birthday was August 6th... Work 


has begun on the new telephone building 
and we understand that it will be com- 
pleted this fall. 


Tecumseh 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

When Tyler Ryan, Area Manager, re- 
turned from his fishing trip to Minne- 
sota, he didn’t have to try to convince 
us of the big fish he caught. He brought 
a snapshot along for proof.... Clara Cos- 
tello returned to work after a leave of 
absence of eleven months. She had the 
misfortune of catching a cold though, and 
has been home the past few days.... We 
thought we were seeing twins around the 
office July 3rd, but it was Bill Eckles’ 


younger brother from Nelson visiting 
him a couple of days.... Jerrie Murphy 
spent the 4th of July “down on the farm” 
helping combine, and according to her, 
it was “pretty rough.” ... Mary. Kalin 
attended the funeral of her uncle at Sum- 
merfield, Kansas, on July 14. He had 
been killed in action in France four 
years ago.... The newest member in the 
Traffic Department is Henrietta Goracke 
who joined the force on July 12. Wel- 
come to the gang, Henrietta.... Hilda 
Ramsey, of the Traffic Department, sub- 
mitted to surgery July 15 in the Tecum- 
seh Hospital and later took treatment at 
Bryan Memorial Hospital at Lincoln. 


She is now at home for a few weeks rest 
and all we have to say is take it easy 
but hurry back.... A big wind will hit 
Oregon when Bill Eckles arrives there 
to spend his vacation. Bill hopes to see 
a lot of “interesting sights” enroute.... 
The gang in the Plant Department is 
wondering about those fishing trips of 
Harold Drake. Seems he’s made about 
a half-dozen of them and all he has 
caught to date is one tiny bullhead. 
Could it be the new rod and reel, Harold? 
... July 23 is the date of Raymond John- 
son’s roller skating party which he is 
giving for the bunch who chivareed 
him.... Everyone is planning on a big 


Just A Quarter Century Ago 


On a balmy September day, in 1923, a group of Lincoln 
service, switchroom and commercial employees gathered 
in front of the old main building to pose for their picture. 


Brainard, Mary Sheehan, Hazel Nelson, Cecile Anderson, 
Opal Cook and Hattie Brown. 


Third Row: “Ned” Fisher, Alex Busch, “Shorty” 


Of the forty-five persons shown, twenty are still with us Holmes, George Albury, Lillian Erickson, Myrtle Smith, 
as active or retired employees, seven or more have passed’ Betty Slater, Madeline Flynn, Fred Bettenhausen, George 
to their reward, and the rest have gone their separate Mann, George Barney, Adella Kyckelhann, F. S. Nichols 
ways. The quarter of a century has dealt kindly with and Francis Toeller. 


most of the group who, in case your memory doesn’t date 
back that far, are identified as follows: 


First Row: Bert Overcash, Herbert Jenkins, Clayton 
Liebhart, Ray Nethart and “John Doe.” 


Grouped in rear: John Brown, Hugo Staley, Jack 
Durkee, George Sprecher, Henry Peachman, O. L. Sturte- 
vant, D. G. Bell, Ray Baldwin, “Speed” Ristine, K. B. Cary, 
L. M. Campbell, Ira Lansing, Ray Mattison, L. G. Saunders, 


Second Row: Mildred Moody, Dorothy Miller, Ona Hassler. 


Harry Palmquist, A. T. Gille, Charles Gritzner and Bill 


time.... Wonder why the girls in the 
Commercial Office were eating in the 
restaurant one noon this week.... What’s 
the matter, girls, don’t you know how 
to make a ham sandwich yourselves?... 
The Traffic Department is proud of its 
new recording desk which was recently 
installed by Messers. Guthrie and Bar- 
ney.... We read in the last issue of the 
“News” that Mr. Barney was married re- 
cently and it seems that already he is 
experiencing some of the hardships of 
wedded life. Wonder how he explained 
to his wife the fact that he came home 
from work one night reeking of perfume 
which Dave Guthrie took delight in 
spraying all over him.... We wish to 
extend our sympathy to Harold Drake of 
the Plant Department and Kathleen 
Drake of the Traffic Department, in the 
loss of mother and grandmother, re- 
spectively. Burial was on July 26 at 
Odell, Nebraska.... During the past 
month there have been a few changes in 
the Traffic Department. Betty Nedden- 
riep returned to work July 26, and the 
beginner is Joan Kerner, who started 
her toll training August 2.... Arlene 
Gow resigned her position August 2 for 
employment elsewhere. Wanda Rem- 
mers has filled the vacancy left by her, 
and is now Assistant Chief Operator.... 
Jerrie Murphy had a painful accident 
“on the farm’ recently. Seems she got 
in the way of a bovine creature and the 
result was one swollen foot which had 
been trodden upon.... Edna Ragon took 
a trip through the mountains and to 
Estes Park, Colorado. She didn’t see 
a single wild animal.... Vacations usua- 
ally mean leisure days but Lois Epley 
had just the opposite. Seems she spent 
hers doing manual labor of a nature we 
won’t disclose.... The Harold Drake 
family has gone to Denver where they 
will stay for ten days.... Goldie Thomp- 
son has gone to visit her daughter, Mrs. 
Victor Buethe, in Longmont, Colorado. 

Tyler Ryan, Waldo Harrington, 
Betty Neddenriep, Lois Epley, Mary 
Kalin and Jerrie Murphy have all been 


recent Lincoln visitors.... We’re glad 
to see Irby Halverstadt of the Plant De- 
partment back at work.... The girls in 


the Commercial Office, Jerrie Murphy 
and Mary Kalin, have been doing their 
share of sight-seeing (with the boy 
friends).... One Saturday they were in 
Weston, Nebraska, then followed the St. 
Mary’s Picnic, and they were also spec- 
tators at the Sidney, Iowa, Rodeo.... 
There are two happy girls in the Traffic 
Department these days. Lois Epley and 
Betty Neddenriep are making plans for a 
double wedding in September.... In- 
cidentally, Mary Kalin had quite a time 
explaining her absence from the office 
one day. From some unknown source 
the rumor got started that she had got- 
ten married. It wasn’t true though. Mary 
was a bridesmaid for her friend that is 
one of them. 


7 Tobias 


Mrs. Adell Hershey, Chief Operator, 
enjoyed her two weeks vacation sight 
seeing, and visiting her daughter and 
son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Chadd, 
in Hollywood, California.... Nata Her- 
shey, operator, Geneva, is spending the 
week-end with her mother, Mrs. Adell 
Hershey. 


Wilber 


G. D. Brock has visited his father at 
the Veterans Hospital a number of times 
the past month.... Norma Fort and hus- 
band spent a part of their vacation fish- 
ing at Ogallala. She had to extend her 
vacation a few days to recuperate from 
not the fishing but an illness. 


Western. District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Exeter 


Marge Grewell, Chief Operator, is va- 
cationing in various parts of Colorado. 
Patricia Erdkamp, Traffic Depart- 
ment, has vacationed this year with her 
parents and sister. They left on July 27, 
and returned home on August 8 having 
seen many beautiful wonders of the world. 
They toured the Dodge factory in De- 
troit, Michigan, viewed the magnificent 
Niagara Falls, and were for a little time 
visiting our neighbors to the north, Can- 
ada. She reports that she had a wonder- 
ful vacation and could never begin to 
describe all the things they saw and did. 


Fairmont 


Mrs. Ethel Patrick, Chief Operator, 
left on August 15th for Laramie, Wyo- 
ming, to take her granddaughter, Patty, 
home and was planning to remain there 
for a visit. ... The Telephone girls had 
a picnic August 13, honoring Patty.... 
Mrs. Anna Baker, Traffic Department, 
spent her vacation visiting relatives at 
Eugene, Oregon. She reports having a 
grand time and enjoying the trip very 
much. ... Esther Baker, Traffic Depart- 
ment, is a new operator. Welcome! ... 
Four of the girls from this office enjoyed 
a picnic supper at the State Recreation 
Grounds near Dorchester on July 5. 
They spent the evening at the celebra- 
tion at Seward. ... Ethel Patrick, Chief 
Operators, spent the week-end of july 
10th with her sister, Mrs. A. D. Hutchin- 
son, who is in the hospital at Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma. 


Geneva 
Betty Schupbach, Correspondent 


Elmer Moorhead, Plant Department, 
is now on the last week of his vacation. 
... We have several new operators in the 
Traffic Department. Mrs. Wilbur Pear- 
son is now working at the switchboard. 
She is a former telephone employee. 
Welcome back, Mrs. Pearson. Betty 
Jezek has come to learn the trade of a 
telephone operator. Mrs. Pearson and 
Betty are both from Geneva. LaVerle 
Olson of Wausa, Nebraska, and Lois 
Moor of Exeter, Nebraska, are also being 
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trained to become operators. We hope 


you enjoy the work, girls. ... Eita Grif- 
fin, Traffic Department, spent one week 
of her vacation at home. ... Miss Metcalf 


was visiting our Traffic Department dur- 
ing the week of July 12-17. There was a 
birthday party for her on July 14. Some 
of the employees from York came to 
Geneva to help celebrate her birthday. 
... Janice Kripal, Hebron, relieved Betty 
Schupbach, Geneva Cashier, while she 
was on her vacation. ... Betty vacationed 
in California with her family. They 
went through Wyoming and up into 
Montana. From there they drove up into 
Idaho and Washington and down into 
Oregon and California. They visited 
relatives in Berkeley, San F rancisco, and 
Salinas, California. They came home 
through Nevada, Utah, and Wyoming. 
The trip was very interesting and very 
beautiful. There were many scenic 
drives especially through the Yellowstone 
National Park and the Columbia River 
Drive. They left on July 1st and re- 
turned on July 20th. ... Velma Garland 
of Ohiowa is now training for the Pposi- 
tion of Cashier. ... We wish to welcome 
Lila Hendrickson, Schickley, to the Traf- 
fic Department, where she is training to 
become an operator. Hazel Drum- 
mond, Traffic Department, is now vaca- 
tioning at home. ... Betty Jezak, a re- 
cently employed operator, has now com- 
pleted her toll training. Congratulations, 


Betty. ... Elmer Moorhead, Plant De- 
partment, traveled to Idaho to spend a 
two weeks vacation. ... Mr. C. J. Crew, 


Area Manager, has spent one week of 
his vacation fishing in Minnesota. 


Harvard 


Mrs. Marian Mesquin is the new op- 
erator at Harvard. We extend a hearty 
welcome to you, Marian. ... Emmaline 
Brenneman, E.C.O. at Harvard, has been 
transferred to Hastings as night operator. 
-.. On Thursday, July 15, the Harvard 
Operators were entertained at a party 
honoring Mrs. Emmaline Brenneman. 
Bingo was played during the evening. 
Refreshments of fresh strawberries, ice 
cream, wafers and coffee were served. 
The place cards were nut cups and the 
table was set with pink crystal and a 
Japanese table cover. The centerpiece 
was red roses. Mrs. Brenneman was 
presented with an OES pin by her co- 
workers and best wishes in her new 
work. ... John Arp, father of Ms. 
Martha Hoppens, Night Operator, passed 
away suddenly on July 19, 1948. 


Hastings 


Pat Jurgensmeier and Joann Redinger 
Correspondents 


Vacations are the talk of the town this 
month. Mrs. Vee Rowlison went to 
California. Among many other pleasant 
things she visited the “Queen for a Day”’ 
program. ... Betty Magee spent her va- 
cation driving their new Studebaker. . 
Billy Steffin spent a week visiting her 
parents in their new home at Scottsbluff. 


How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack 
of facilities and telephones. 


April 1, 1948 00. 493 
May, DO4S: seen 451 
yonie 1... 1948 eae 482 
July 1, 1948 483 
Pruoust 1, 1948 cosa 487 
September 1, 1948 _........ 580 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1948 


seit) DISC ce cneonnsdsescks 1,478 
Paster District: ccc cccos teu 412 
Southern District ............ 328 
Western District -............- 667 
af Es 5: | Lier eR ee ene ear 2,885 
Total Stations in 
Service 8-31-48 _......... 93,301 


_.- Irene Knipfel visited the nearby cities 
of York and Blue Hill. ... Others on the 
vacation list are Mrs. Bott, Olive Hess, 
Miss Pearson, Chief Operator, who is in 
the Pacific Northwest, and Mrs. Comp- 
ton, who is vacationing in Evergreen, 
Colorado. Those lucky people on vaca- 
tions! ... We wish to welcome our new 
students on local— Barbara Pedersen, 
Marilyn Cartwright, Viola Thomas, Wan- 
neta True, Ruth Ewin, Patricia Mock, 
Peggy Bexton, Donna Buckles, Jo Ann 
Noyes, Jo Ann Vap and Kathleen Glantz. 
We shall do our utmost to help all of 
you enjoy your work. ... (Since the last 
issue of the “News” these girls have 
almost become experienced operators.) 
The new toll operators are Mrs. 
Thomas and Mrs. Brenneman, who was 
recently transferred from Harvard. Wel- 
come to the force, Mrs. Brenneman, we 
certainly hope you like our department 
as well as your former office. ... New 
toll students are Cecile Simons and Mrs. 
Betty Hudson. . Everyone seemed to 
have a wonderful time at the annual 
L. T. & T. picnic on August 14th at Cap- 
itol Beach in spite of the mosquitoes. 
Several cars went from Hastings in order 
to transport the girls who were playing 
on the ball teams. D. C. Wilson, Jack 
Mason, and Ralph Wait drove the cars 
to transport the girls. It was a very 
good game and the girls did a wonderful 
job of playing. The score was Lincoln 
12 and Hastings 6. There were other 
games and many other prizes given. 
There were also a few casualties. ... Al- 
though Aletha Bennett and Coleen Kort 
did win the Siamese Race, Aletha really 
lost because she ended up with a cracked 
“noggin.” Was it worth it, Aletha? 
Some of the other casualties were sus- 


stained during the game by Dolores 
White and Dorothy Eldred. It was a 
wonderful game in spite of the bodies on 
the field when the game was over. .. 
Helen Ousey, Traffic Department, has 
resigned to make her home in Dayton, 
Ohio. Best of Luck, Helen. ... Aletha 
Bennett, Darlene Eldred and Lynn Cart- 
wright and Coleen Kort rode their bikes 
to Crystal Lake to fish. All the big fish 
got away but they did get a terrific sun- 
burn. ... Those just returning from their 
vacations are Mrs. Meester, Mrs. Keenan, 
Lola Shuler, Joann Redinger and Eva 
Belle Ross. Mrs. Hoffman and Lola 
Shuler both attended the rodeo in Chey- 
enne, Wyoming. ... By the by did any- 
one notice the sparkler on the third 
finger, left hand, of Lola Shuler? We 
don’t know whether she got it before or 
after she went to Cheyenne ... Oh, you 
should see Goldia Simon’s eye. We 
can’t tell which is the darker the eye or 
around the eye. Her alibi? You guessed 
it, the old door story! ... Jo Ann Vap, 
one of our newer students, is now es- 
tablished in telephone circles—she came 
to work on her day off. 


Hebron 


Evelyn Dutcher, Correspondent 
Miss Margaret Bethscheider, Chief 
Operator, spent her vacation in Cali- 
fornia. 


Nelson 


“Duke” Eckles decided it was too hot 
to travel, so-o-o he is spending his vaca- 
tion at home. Smart boy! ... Marianne 
Sole vacationed in Denver, and Lulu 
Doher, Chief Operator, vacationed in 
Burlington, Colorado. Lila Oltmans 
is a new operator. Glad to have you 
with us, Lila. Sarah Flowers has 
transferred to the Beatrice Traffic De- 
partment. 


Osceola 
Mrs. Betty I. Beebe, Correspondent 


Two vacationers this month are Shir- 
ley Koehler and Hazel Johnson, both of 
the Traffic Department. The girls are 
spending their vacations at home. 
Charles Olson, who retired last month 
as Area Manager, was presented with a 
gift from the employees in the Osceola 
Area on August 1. We wish to extend 
our heartiest welcome to Mr. Cleveland 
and Mr. Mehuron who have become our 
Area Manager and Wire Chief with 
headquarters in York. 


Polk 

Mrs. Ada Springer has taken one week 
of her vacation and is spending the time 
at home. ... Another vacationer is Bethel 
King who is spending two weeks in Colo- 
rado. ... Esther Whitacre is enjoying a 
visit from her daughter from Des Moines, 
Iowa. . . . Three more vacations were 
taken just recently by Bethel King who 
is spending two weeks in Colorado, Ada 
Springer has left for California, and 
Clara Anderson is now spending one 
week in Rockford, Illinois. 
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Shelby 

Mrs. Mayme Carroll, Chief Operator, 
spent the week-end of July 17 visiting 
her son in Omaha. ... Ica Westley started 
her vacation of two weeks on July 19th 
and will visit relatives in Omaha, Iowa 
and in Colorado. ... Thrusilla Kubicek 
returned from her vacation reporting a 
very nice time spent in Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park and in the Black Hills. ... 
Mrs. Carroll left for Grant, Nebraska, to 
spend part of her vacation with her sis- 
ter, Mrs. E. W. Cooper. ... Ica Westley 
visited with relatives in Omaha on 
August 4th. A surprise party was 
given in honor of Rose Halligan’s birth- 
day on August 4th. The evening was 
spent playing cards. A delicious lunch 
was served and Miss Halligan received 
many nice gifts. 


Shickley 


Mr. and Mrs. James Morgan and Mar- 
garet of Brooklyn, New York, spent two 
weeks visiting Mr. Morgan’s mother, 
Mrs. Sanburg who is Chief Operator at 
Shickley. 


Stromsburg 


We are glad to have Carolyn Oquist 
join our plug pushers. We hope you 
enjoy your work, Carolyn. ... Beatrice 
Sundburg has started her vacation and 
is planning to spend the time at home. 

Superior 
Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 

Margaret Ann Tordrup, Mary Lewis 
and Georgin Stouss are new operators 
in our Traffic Department. Welcome, 
girls! ... Frances Meyer and Pat Gourley 
are both getting married this month, we 
shall tell you more about both in next 
issue. ... Vacations seem to take most 
of the time around here. Helen Thorup, 
Traffic Department, spent her vacation 
at home; Olga and Bertha Anderson are 
now in Colorado; Maxine Chambers went 
to Colorado Springs, Denver and to 
Salina, Kansas; Bert Kline, Plant De- 
partment, spent some time in the Black 
Hills, ... Marjorie Alexander, former 
Traffic Department employee, is now 
acting as vacation relief in the Traffic 
room until the vacationers are back. 

Sutton 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 

C. A. Salisbury spent one week of his 

vacation at Bancroft and Ainsworth. ... 


NATIONAL 
FIRE PREVENTION 
WEEK 


OCTOBER 3-9 
Every Day There are 1690 
Fires—22 Deaths by Fire. 

Help Yourself to 
Fire Prevention 
BE CAREFUL 
REMOVE FIRE HAZARDS 
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Thomas Hedges’ gang is now placing 
poles at Harvard for the conversion to 
take place in the near future. ... Miss 
Edith Schleiger, Chief Operator, is now 
back at work after her one week’s vaca- 
tion. ... Mr. and Mrs. Fred Adkins spent 
two weeks vacationing in Colorado. ... 
Mr. J. H. Mankamyer is spending two 
weeks vacation at home. 


York 


Norma DeBor and Helen Garnes, 
Correspondents 


While Gertrude Richert, Mildred 
Heiden, Minnie Sanmann and Ferne Wil- 
ger are enjoying their vacations the rest 
of the operators in the Traffic Depart- 
ment are slaving away. Ferne is going 
to spend some of her precious vacation 
time in Denver, Colorado. Oh! you 
lucky girls! ... We have two new faces 
around the L.T.&T. Traffic Department 
here. They are Wilma Sorenson and 
Marilyn Cotner. We have another 
new employee in the Plant Department, 
none other than Dwight Hayworth. 
Artie Bowen spent last Sunday in Waco 
visiting her parents and Helen Garner 
spent last Sunday visiting her parents 
to be. ... Maxine Meradith spent the 
week-end in Exeter. ... Mrs. Ruth Luft, 
former Cashier, is now making her home 
in Columbus. ... Dixie Blake had com- 
pany from Springfield, Missouri, and 
he made his presence well known all 
over York because he said he’d buzz the 
telephone office but due to fact that he 
hadn’t the slightest idea where the tele- 
phone office was located, he had to in- 
quire all over town to find out just that. 
... Alex Pauley is back from his vacation 
that he spent in Canada. So far the fish 
stories haven’t gotten around. ... George 
Mehuron is enjoying his vacation by fly- 
ing around the country. Yesterday 
one of the new girls, who is very observ- 
ing by the way, noticed Mrs. Pflughaupt 
walking out of the class room with an- 
other woman she hadn’t seen before. She 
immediately informed her instructor that 
Mrs. Pflughaupt must be showing a new 
girl around. ‘The new girl turned out 
to be none other than the Traveling 
Chief Operator, Miss Metcalf! 
Statistics at the York Exchange show 
that we have added a new student. She 
is Phyllis Hall from McCool. We're 
certainly happy to have her. Doris Reed 
and LaVon Schwab are new on Toll. 
Norma DeBoer has resigned to take up 
domestic duties at home. We'll miss 
her. D. J. Hayworth is a new member 
of the Plant Department. Welcome to 
our big happy family, D. J.... Marilyn 
Cotner is limping these days and her 
leg is neatly wrapped in gauze and tape. 
It seems she had an unfortunate meeting 
with a barbed wire fence. Too bad, 
Marilyn! ... Our manager, Lloyd Cleve- 
land, is busting his seams and popping 
buttons. He has a new baby daughter, 
born July 27. Her name is Catherine 


REMINDER 


(Courtesy Mother Nature ) 


Tae TURN oF suMMER into fall is 
Nature’s most poignant reminder of 
another year gone by. 


It’s a reminder that should make 
you think, seriously, that you your- 
self are a year closer to the autumn 
of your own particular life. 


What steps have youtaken... what 
plan do you have... for comfort and 
security in those later years? 


You can have a very definite plan 
—one that’s automatic and sure. 


If you’re on a payroll, sign up to 
buy U.S. Savings Bonds on the Pay- 
roll Plan, through regular deductions 
from your wages or salary. 


Do this ... stick to it. . . and every 
fall will find you richer by even more 
than you ve set aside. For your safe, 
sure investment in U. S. Savings will 
pay you back—in ten years—$100 
for every $75 you’ve put in. 


AUTOMATIC SAV'NG 
IS SURE SAVING— 


U.S. SAVINGS BONDS 


Contributed by this magazine in co-operation 
vith the Magazine Publishers of America as § 
a public service. 


Ann. From all reports, she’s a little 
dream girl, and there isn’t a prouder 
father anywhere. ... We heard a story 
about the men in the Plant Department. 
It seems they were exchanging views on 
the customs and habits of the early 
Indians. One of the boys told how they 
used to walk into the white settlers’ 
houses and take just what they wanted. 
At that time the noon whistle blew and 
Kenny Hultquist walked out, passed his 
truck, climbed into Alex Pauley’s, being 
the nicer of the two trucks, and drove 
away. Pauley had to chase Kenny across 
town to get his truck back. Kenny must 
be part Indian—At least he’s wild! ... 
Artis Bowen spent a week of her vaca- 
tion at a cabin in Minnesota. She went 
with her parents and sisters. ‘They were 
fishing on the lake there. Sounds nice, 
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doesn’t it? . .. Mrs. Stuhr is spending 
her vacation in the East. We’ll bet she’s 
having a wonderful time. ... Mrs. Edna 
Pflughaupt, our CO, went galavanting 
from Lincoln to Beatrice to Waco and 
ended up by spending a week at Seward. 
She spent most of the time visiting with 
friends and relatives. . . . Maxine Mera- 
dith in the Commercial Department went 
to Denver for a week. She has interests 
there besides the beautiful scenery. She 
came back with an inspired gleam in her 
eye. ... Fern Wilger visited friends in 
Fort Collins, Colorado. She had a swell 
time of it, too. ... Dixie Blake, in Com- 
mercial, spent the week-end in Missouri. 

. Incidentally, before we tie this up, 
Alex Pauley wants it mentioned that he 
has been an angel for a whole month. 
Now, isn’t that nice? 
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A WATER PIPE IN THE CEILING OF THE 
NEW COMMERCIAL OFFICE LINCOLN, 
SPRUNG ALEAK AND DRIPPED DOWN 
ON ONE OF THE FLUORESCENT LIGHT 
FIXTURES, THENCE 10 THE FLOOR .. - 
AUDREY ALTHOUSE %~HELSN JOHNSON 
ASKED WALDO M¢DOWELL WHAT 
MADE THE FLUID DRIP FROM HS, 
LAMP. MAC REPLIED THAT THERE 
WAS Too MUCH “JUICE IN THE 
WIRES- AND SOME OF IT HAD TO 
LEAK OUT AT THE FIXTURE, “THE 
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BILL MORRIS AND CHARLIE PEACHMAN, WHO PUT THEIR. HEART INTO 
THEIR OFFICIATING AT BALL GAMES, JUMPED UP TO BDO A DECISION 
AT SHERMAN FIELD AND BILL DROPPED HIS CORT AND CHARLIE HIS 
PIPE . . BILL RETRIEVED HIS COAT BY CLIMBING DOWN OVER THE 
ROOF OF A CONCESSION STAND, BUT CHARLIE NEVER DID FIND HIS PIPE, 


Cfuatles Werhion warice . . 


HIS COMPANY CAR IS A RED COUPE- AND THERE ARE, OF COURSE, 
MILLIONS OF OTHER RED COUPES. ONE OF THEM WAS PARKED IN 
FRONT OF THE OFFICE AND CHARLIE NOTICED ITHAD A FLAT TIRE 
HE RUSHED T0 A TELEPHONE AND CALLED FOR H GARAGEMAN 
Jo REPAIR IT, AFTER WHICH HE PAID THE BILL AND JUMPED 


REPLY OF THE GIRLS 10 THiS IN To DRIVE HWY. NOT UNTIL THEN DID HE DISCOVER 
ONE RO NATION WAS THE 1 -thar i WASNT His CAR | 


a AH 


GOLDIA SIMONS, HASTINGS. COULD 
THINH OF NOTHING BETTER THAN 


LETS DON'T TELL ANYBOD 
ABOUT THIS ! Te 


MOOD ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS ON 


THE TIME WORN “RUN INTo A DOOR" 
STORY TO EXPLAIN HER MAGNIF - 
ICENT BLACK E¥E . 


RECENT EVENINGS . . SOME FOLKS 
SA¥ HE 1S PROBABLY¥ THINKING OVER 
THE BIG PROBLEMS OF THE DAY — 
THIS ISN'T SO! K.B.19 INTHE 
MIDDLE OF A FORGETTING EPIDEMIC, 
AND HAS TROUBLE REMEMBERING 
WHERE HE PARKS HIS CAR WHEN 
HE DRIVES TO WORK. + . 


ALL RIGHT, BROTHER, 
CLIMB DOWN WITH 
p YOUR HANDS IN 


$1 BUSH AND KEN 
WHO JOURNEY ABOUT THE “TERRITORY CHECKIN 
EXPENSE AND STUFF LIKE THAT, STOPPED AT 
OSCEOLH, EARLY ONE MORNING TO AUDIT THE 
BOOKS. WHEN THE DAY'S WORK WAS DONE THEY 
RETURNED To THEIR CAR AND FOUND THE MOTOR. 
STILL CHUGGING AWAY ON ITS LAST THIMBLEFUL 


BOSHART, TRAVELING AUDITORS, 


=“ 


A CUTE LITTLE EPISODE 

THE STREET A FEW DAYS AGO WHEN & 
COUPLE OF BO¥S WERE TOSSING A BEACH 
BALL To AND FRO. IT FLEW OVER THE HEAD 
OF ONE OF THE BO¥S JUST AS MERLE HALE 
SAUNTERED PAST THE CORNER, GIVING 
HIM THE START OF HIS LIFE AS ITSAILED 


THE WORKMEN WERE INSTALLING # 
BUZZER SYSTEM IN THE SUPPLY OFFICE. 
FIND ONE OF THEM LEFT THE WIRES 
FANNED OUT ON TOP OF A TABLE. 
HELEN KEHLING THOUGHT THE¢ 
WOULD LOOK BETTER IF THEY WERE- 
BUNCHED TOGETHER NEATLY «So SHE 
FIXED THEM- AND WHAMMY / - ALL 
THE BUZZERS IN THE PLACE STARTED 
OPERATING AT ONCE . 


OF GAS, B¥ HIM~ WITHIN AN INCH OF HIS NOSE - 


egeeort WHILE HATTIE STALEY WAS ON 
CoS] VACATION, HAROLD WART TOOK 
Y Sir A TURN AS RELIEF 
I] ELEVATOR OPERATOR AND 
S| ONCE, DURING A LULL IN 
1] BUSINESS, KE DOZED A 
BIT AND FELL OFF THE 
STOOL-- DURN NEAR 
BUSTED HI5 SKULL ! 
sf] THEREAFTER HAROLD 
| TOOK NO CHANCES AND 
SF | esha |. OPERATED THE LIFT 
> = FROM THE SECURITY 
= OF AN ARM CHAIR . 


A LINCOLN GROCERY STORE WAS 
‘| ROBBED THE OTHER DAY AND SEVERAL 
PEOPLE SAW THE ROBBER RUN FROM 

THE SCENE . CLIFF ARTZ % HELPER, 
TONY KOPRIVNIK WERE WORKING 

IN AN ALLEY HALE BLOCK AWAY¥.. 
TONY WAS JUST CLIMBING A POLE 
WHEN THE, HUE AND CR¥ REACHED 


=: 


FRANCIS DARNOLD % ARDEL ROBISON 
SPENT HOURS CUSSING THE GUY WHO 
SENT THEM OFF ON A TRIP INA CAR 
WITH A DEAD BATTERY. THEY HAD 
TO BE PUSHED THREE TIMES IN THE 
TOUR OF THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT 


UNTIL FINALLY, AT FAIRBURY, TOMMY 


LONGDON DISCOVERED THAT THEY 
HAD BEEN TRYING TO START THE 
CAR BY PUSHING THE BUTTON 


WHICH SPRAYS WATER ON THE WIND- 


SHIELD, WHEN THE SHEEPISH PAIR 
PUSHED THE RIGHT ONE THE CAR. 
STARTED O.K. 
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THEIR, LOCALITY AND SOMEONE YELLED 
| “THERE HE 15,THATS HIM CLIMBING 
THAT POLE J" THE COPS BLOCKED 
THE ALLEY- AND CLIFF HAD To DO 
SOME FAST TALKING 10 SAVE TONY 

| FROM BEING TAKEN 10 THE HOOZEGOW. 


BETTY KROEGER , LINCOLN TRAFFIC, 
LIKES TO READ “WHO DUN IT “STORIES, 
BUT CHILLS ALWA¥S FOLLOW THE 
THRILLS AND BEFORE RETIRING 
SHE PEEKS WITH THE AID OF A 
FLASHLIGHT, UNDER THE DAVENPORT , 
IN THE CLOSET AND ALL CORNERS. 


HERE'S ONE BARGAIN THAT BROKE 
LEE SCHLENTZ'S HEART, HEY <=” 7% 
FOUND IT IN THE DIM LIGHT A 


$15 VALUE FOR ONLY $4.49 f«\—¥> 
50 HE FOUND HIS SIZE AND \*) 
TOOK A PAIR HOME . . WHEN 
HE GOT THERE HE FOUND 
THAT ONE LEG HAD BEEN 
CUT OFF — AND CRUDELY 
SEWED ON AGAIN ~ HALF 
WAY BETWEEN THE HIP 
AND THE KNEE. 


WHEN A WASP WAS DISCOVERED BUZZING 
ABOUT THE YORK TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, 
HELEN GARNER HID BEHIND EDNA PFLUGHAUPT, 
AND, BY APPLYING SOME WRESTLING 
HOLD6, MANAGED TO KEEP THE CHIEF 
OP, BETWEEN HERSELF AND THE INSECT 
LINTIL ROY ROGERS 4Np VANCE EMBREY 
CAME TO THE RESCUE, TRAPPED THE WASP 
BEHIND A VENETIAN BLIND AND 

KILLED IT. 


URING the first few years which 

followed the invention of the 
telephone, most of the skill and in- 
genuity of the industry’s engineers 
were directed toward improving the 
speaking qualities of the instrument 
and ironing out manufacturing diffi- 
culties. The demand for telephone 
service grew faster than the ability 
and facilities to provide for it. 


Then, with scarcely any warning, 
a problem presented itself which, in 
a few short months, became so press- 
ing that every effort had to be 
focused on it in search of a solution. 
This was the problem of distribution, 
the feeding of wires from the cen- 


tral office to the customer's tele- 
phone. 


Originally all wires were strung 
on poles, along fences and across 
roof-tops, generally following the 
path of least resistance and greatest 
convenience. This was done because 
it was cheap and because many diffi- 
culties had been encountered in early 
efforts to develop a telephone cable. 
A telephone wire required the most 
careful handling, and it was thought 
that to enclose or bury it was to 
smother it and make it dull, or per- 
haps entirely useless. 


The number of wires radiating 
from central offices in some of the 
metropolitan cities had, by 1882, 
swollen from dozens to thousands. 
When the problem burst upon the 
telephone industry the individual 


Constructing the office manhole and cable tunnel in 1903 was the beginning of all 
plant operations for the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company. The picture looks 
toward the west from 14th Street in the M-N alley. The site of the office building is in 


the left background. The Lindell Hotel may be seen in upper center. 


distribution method was already out- 
grown. Poles had risen to fifty feet 
in height, then to sixty, seventy, 
eighty... . Finally, along West Street 
in New York City, it was necessary 
to build the highest of all pole lines, 
before or since; the tops of the Nor- 
Way pines towering ninety feet above 
the roadway. Each pole carried a 
load of thirty crossarms and three 
hundred wires. The voice of the 
public waxed louder against the un- 
sightly, unsafe construction, and tele- 
phone men had nightmares about 
sleet storms. 


In 1882, John J. Carty, chief en- 
gineer and Theodore N. Vail, presi- 
dent of the American Bell Telephone 
Company, initiated a series of experi- 


“Circle Top’ towers of the Bell and 
Automatic Companies stood side by side 
in nearly every business block in 1912. 
Wires fanned out in all directions. 


(Right) An eight-arm lead on O Street, 
Lincoln, in the early nineties. The vertical- 
paired arms were used before the cross 
arm braces became standard practice. The 
camera faced west from 13th and O Streets. 
Photo courtesy State Historical Society. 


(Below) A ninety foot pole line on West 
Street, New York City, in the “eighties.” 
At some points this lead carried thirty 
cross arms and nearly three hundred wires. 
Photo courtesy Ohio Bell Telephone Com- 
pany. 


(Below) Lincoln, looking east from 10th 
and O Streets in the mid-eighties. Lin- 
coln’s first telephone office was on the 
second floor of the Burlington Ticket Of- 
fice building in left foreground. Photo 
courtesy State Historical Society. 
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ments to find out exactly what could 
be done with wires that were buried 
underground. A five mile trench was 
turned along a railroad track by the 
simple expedient of hitching a loco- 
motive to a plow. Into the trench 
were laid wires with every known 
kind of covering, most of them being 
wrapped with rubber or gutta-percha. 
The locomotive then came back along 
the trench, pulling a huge wooden 
crag, which threw the soil back into 
the furrow, and covered the wires a 
foot deep. 

Several weeks later two cables 
were laid for actual use in Boston, 
and in 1883 plans were underway 
for a complete underground system 
in the wire-bound section of New 
York City. 

In 1885 a most important discovery 
was made by John A. Barratt who, 
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by employing a method he had seen 
in a Brooklyn foundry, perfected a 
machine which would mould hot lead 
around a rope of twisted wires. This 
invention was met with enthusiastic 
welcome by the telephone brother- 
hood, as it meant a tight covering 
for the wires and a victory over the 
twin trouble-makers, corrosion and 
moisture. It seems odd to us today 
that a plumber should have been the 
first man to finish a cable splicing 
job, but such is the case. His was 
the only trade at the time which 
taught the art of wiping lead to lead 
to make a solder joint. For many 
years the industry was forced to call 
on the town plumber to complete 
their cable splices. To combat this 
expensive procedure several “‘self 
sealing” splices made their appear- 
wm 


Ay 
ance and were used with some degree 


Splicers Devore, Lahr and Conn at work on the entrance cables at the new ”Four” office, Lincoln, in 1937. 


of success by telephone men. Some 
of these patented ready-made splices 
were used in the original under- 
ground cables in Lincoln. 


Lincoln was a bit backward in its 
use of cable. For many years the only 
section in the exchange ran from the 
Bell Company office pole to the 
switchboard in the old Richards 
Block on the corner of lith and O 
streets, and this was composed only 
of insulated wires wound with tape. 
In the early ‘nineties a cable was 
strung from this office pole, south 
across © street. It was less than a 
block in length and was the only 
lead-sheathed cable working at the 
time of the removal of the Bell office 
to their new building on South 13th 
Street, in 1896. 

With the building of this new 
office, an underground system was 
laid to serve the business district. 
Seven 100 pair cables, totaling nearly 
three miles in length, were pulled in 
and placed in service at the time of 
the cutover to the new exchange. 
There were 800 telephones in town, 
and they worked on an early version 
of a “metallic” circuit, each tele- 
phone using one individual conductor 
with a common return wire. The 


cables terminated at “circle-top” poles 
from which paired drop wires fanned 
out to the various buildings in the 
block. The city also boasted of 295 
miles of open wire, but none of the 
cables were strung overhead. 


There were twenty people ecm- 
ployed by the Bell Company in Lin- 
coun at that time. Twelve of them 
were local operators, or “Hello Girls” 
as they were universally called in the 
Gay "Nineties. Manager Eiche stated, 
in an interview, that the office had 
been designed to take care of Lin- 
coln’s growth until it had reached a 
population of 200,000. 


E. S. “Ned” Fisher, who had a 
hand in installing these first cables, 
recalls some of the remarks made by 
bystanders as they watched the 


work of bringing the cables up the 
riser poles. The general notion of 
the citizens was that they were gas 
or water pipes, and they thought it 
a fine idea to get them up where 
people could see them, and repair 
them more easily when they sprung 
a leak. The first cable splicer was 
Mark T. Caster, who taught himself 
the trade by coming to the office at 
night to practice making splices in 
the left-over sections from the under- 
ground cables. 


In 1903, when the Lincoln Tele- 
phone Company began operations, 
they also installed an underground 
system which, in most cases, paral- 
leled and duplicated that of the Bell 
Company. Aerial cable was by this 
time quite commonplace, being sus- 
pended from the messenger by the 
dimly remembered hooks and marlin 
hangers. Developments and improve- 
ments were made rapidly and it was 
inevitable that the next step would be 
to connect cities by cable. This was 
accomplished in 1912, when, talk- 
ing through underground cables from 
New York to Washington represen- 
ted the longest distance yet achieved. 

During 1913 the repeater came in- 
to the hands of telephone engineers 
and its amazing potentialities were 


This map, which was re- 
cently prepared by the Long 
Lines Information Depart- 
ment of the American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Com- 
pany, shows the national 
television networks now in 
service and indicates addi- 


Television Network Routes 
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the Bell System for the near 
future. 


SAM LUIS CBP 4 
The extension of television “A 
network programs, scheduled 
to reach Omaha in 1949, to 
Lincoln and other Nebraska 
points is being given consid- 
eration by our Company and 
the Northwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Company. 
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AVAILABLE UNDER CONSIDERATION 
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discovered. A New York to Denver 
circuit was completed in 1914, and 
over it conversation was held which 
was of as fine quality as could be de- 
sired. 


Today every city, large and small, 
has its network of local cables, un- 
derground and overhead, bringing 
telephone service to offices, apart- 
ments, shops and homes, and even 
to rural subscribers. Most of us re- 
member, in the spring of 1941, the 
interest which accompanied the lay- 
ing of the transcontinental long dis- 
tance cables. They went straight 
across country, bisecting our terri 


UNE, 1948 LOMG LiPehs IMPOGMATION DEPARTMENT — AMIEICAN THIPHOR AMD THIGEAPH COmPanT 


tory in their bee-line toward the the urgent telephone traffic of the 
coast. The latest word in telephone Great War. 


excellence, these cables were deli- There is a network of new type of 


cately balanced and transposed, gas- cable being built up in the country 
filled for the dual purpose of keep- today. This cable is composed of 
ing the wires dry and sounding the copper tubes and wire. Coaxial it is 
alarm in case of injury to the sheath. called. It is capable of carrying 
hundreds of telephone conversa- 
tions and thousands of telegraph 
messages at the same time, and with- 
out interfering one with another. To 
what extent the infant television in- 


dustry will make use of coaxial is 
or the road maintainer’s blade. They — not known. Its cost in great, but it 


They were also specially armoured 
for protection against soil corrosion 
and gnawing from rodents. They 
were buried deeply in the earth, out 
of harm’s way from the farmer’s plow 


were put into use just in time to is the only known agent for contain- 
prove themselves of untold value in ing the television band and trans- 
providing a wide, safe highway for  mitting it by wire from place to place. 


The telephone cable burying train plows a furrow, feeds cable equipment started west through our territory on the first leg of 


into it and covers the cable with earth, 


all in one continuous the underground installation to Sacramento, California. 


operation. This picture was taken near Omaha in 1941 as the 
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Letsure Days Ahead For 
SteHa Stanley and Ann Seymour 


HE BENEFIT Committee has an- 

nounced the retirement from active 
duty, on October 1, of Anna M. Sey- 
mour, traveling chief operator, Lincoln, 
and Stella F. Stan- 
ley, supervisor and 
former night chief 
Operator, Beatrice. 
In their long and 
useful period of em- 
ployment in the in- 
dustry, which adds 
up to more than 
seventy years, these 
two ladies have 


been instrumental in 
training hundreds of past and present 


switchboard operators and could rightly 
claim more than a minor portion of the 
credit for the development of a high 
and uniform grade of service at the 
points under their supervision. 


Ann Ceymour 


Mrs. Stanley received her first ex- 
perience at the switchboard when she 
took over the operation of the Pickrel] 
exchange in September 1919. Six 
months later she 
joined the Beatirce 
forces as night op- 
erator, and has re- 
mained at that ex- 
>hange continuously 
since that time. Ex- 
cept for a period 
from 1926 to 1933, 
and a few months 
in 1948, all of her 
service years have 
been devoted to the night hours. She 
was promoted to night chief operator 
in 1923 but gave up the position when 
she changed to the day shift three 
years later. Again in 1944 she was 
appointed night chief operator, relin- 
quishing the position in February 1948 
to return to daytime hours. The Be- 
atrice Times in an editorial early this 
year, had this to say of Mrs. Stanley’s 
exceptional service to the town and its 


people: 


Stella Stanley 


“Our candidate for the community 
DSO is Mrs. Stella Stanley, who is the 


woman who looked after the Company's 


service and your needs through the long 
hours of the night, all these years— 
not the only one, perhaps, but certainly 
the one whom no one exceeded in de- 
votion and friendly helpfulness. You 
have all talked to her many times, 
though many of you do not know her. 
She has been patient when you were 
abrupt, generous when you were selfish, 
sympathetic when you were troubled, 
happy to connect you with good news, 
and always there. There is a lot 
of mechanization in the telephone busi- 
ness, volts and wires and coils and ‘the 
like, but there is a lot of the human 
touch in it too. It doesn’t become a 
service until it acquires those ladies who 
see beyond the twinkling lights of the 
board—who see the human side—the 
people who need an ally, someone who 
is willing to go the extra mile. That's 
where Mrs. Stanley shone. She was 
everybody's “Godmother.” Those who 
knew Stella Stanley well can only en- 
dorse the Times’ tribute, and wish her 
health and contentment in the years 


which lie ahead. 


Anna M. Seymour is the last remain- 
ing employee of the sizable group of 
Bell operators who came to our Com- 
pany with the consolidation of the two 
Lincoln exchanges in 1913, and carries 
the longest service record among women 
employees. Her career began as a local 
operator for the Nebraska Telephone 
Company at Lincoln on November 5, 
1905, and she rose to the position of 
exchange supervisor three years later. 
Since that time she has served continu- 
ously in various supervisory capacities 
in the Lincoln and general traffic de- 
partments. Her talents and experience 
have led to her selection for many 
special duties, among which has been 
the supervision of service at the Ne- 
braska State Fair, which has been her 
assignment for nearly a quarter of a 
century. 

Her appointment as traveling instruc- 
tor came in April 1922, and in Febru- 
ary 1946 she was made traveling chief 
operator, the position she held at the 
time of her retirement. In the nearly 
forty-three years of her employment, 
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Miss Seymour devoted her entire time 
and attention to her task, driving her- 
self with undiminishing energy and ex- 
pecting little less than perfection from 
the pupils under her training. In her 
travels she naturally made many con- 
tacts with others in the organization, 
and from these are formed part of the 
host of friends who wish her well in 
the future. 


Both Mrs. Stanley and Miss Seymour, 
as members of long standing in the 
Independent Telephone Pioneer Associ- 
ation, will be presented with a life cer- 
tificate of membership in the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter with the compliments 
of the Company. 


—. 


Line Rings Save the Day 


A bit of heads up service on the part 
of Tyler Ryan, Tecumseh area manager, 
literally saved the day for merchants 
in that community and won gratitude 
and many expressions of appreciation 
for the Company. , 


It all came about when a civic com- 
mittee inadvertently decided to close the 
business places in the town on V-J Day 
and published notices to that effect, not 
realizing that the date fell on Saturday, 
which of course is the big shopping day 
in a community of that size. When the 
situation was realized the merchants 
were much perturbed and went to 
Dwight Putnam, president of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, who took his 
troubles to Mr. Ryan to see if the tele- 
phone company could do anything 
about it. The Company could and did 
with outstanding results. Manager Ryan 
put through a series of line rings to 
farmers to inform them of the situation 
with the result that Tecumseh had the 
largest shopping crowd that Saturday 
that they had enjoyed in many months. 


The Company received public expres: 
sions of thanks in the press and through 
the Chamber of Commerce and other 
civic organizations and of course Mr. 
Ryan came in for his share of praise. 
The “News” would like to add its pat 
on the back for Tyler for his straight 
thinking and logical action in handling 
the situation. 


A new mechanical duck decoy has 
hinged wings that flap when waves 
cause an anchor cord to pull on them. 


Nearly Everybody's Happy— 


It Says Here 

ye been intending to give you 

the results of the survey taken sev- 
eral months ago concerning the Lincoln 
Telephone News but it seems that space 
limitations and one thing or another 
have come up to prevent it. The results 
were interesting and your editors were 
able to get some good ideas from the 
ideas expressed. Quite a number of em- 
ployees went into considerable detail to 
explain their wishes and to give us their 
suggestions and this was sincerely ap- 
preciated. The results shown here are, 
of course, a summarized report. Seven 
per cent of employees returned the 
questionnaires. 


Of those answering, 95% said they 
liked the present size, general make-up 
and appearance of the News; 97% read 
the News regularly; 95% like the covers 
as they are now; and 94% take the 
News home. The five favorite regular 
departments in the order listed were 
Joe Hartley’s cartoon page (Excuse it 
Please), ‘“Personalities in the News,” 
own department and other departments, 
“Service Birthdays,” and “Promotions, 
Transfers and Title Changes.” 


In response to the question, “Do you 
think the News does a good job of 
covering Company activities, 88% 
answered in the affirmative and 10% 
did not answer. The principal objection 
voiced was that news was a month old 
before it was printed. However, we're 
afraid there isn’t much we can do about 
that as long as we have a monthly 
publication. 


Proof that readers like lots of pic- 
tures was demonstrated by the fact that 
only 62% thought that we were using 
enough illustrations. Most of the 17% 
who thought that more pictures should 
be used qualified their objection by stat- 
ing that they realized that pictures add 
considerably to the cost of the magazine. 
We should like you to know that your 
editors are thoroughly sold on the 
value of pictures and we'll do our best 
to give you as many as we Can. 


Strangely enough, there was only 
one question on which there was 100% 
unanimity in the replies. When we 
asked for suggestions for the general 
improvement of the News everybody 
was in favor of hanging the editor. 


Benefit Claims Paid 

dlkges following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 

Benefit Association during the month 

of September: 

Primary members: Hilda Ramsey, Te- 
cumseh Traffic, $182.50; Hilda B. Ram- 
sey, Tecumseh Traffic, $147.40; M. D. 
Chamberlain, Supply, $5.00; Adelaide 
Kinard, Beatrice Traffic, $167.50; Mar- 
garet M. Holka, Wahoo Traffic, 
$245.10; R. L. Wenzel, Beatrice Plant, 
$162.50; Anna K. Menninga, Beatrice 
Traffic, $52.50; D. Kathleen Glantz, 
Hastings Traffic, $48.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. J. T. May, Lincoln, 
$162.00; Wm. D. Minich, Geneva, 
$18.75; Mrs. L. C. Williams, Stroms- 
burg, $80.25. 


Bowling Hot Shot 


Floyd Crewdson took an early lead in 
the race for the season’s high series 
when, bowling against the strong Elks 
team, in the City Commercial league at 
Hastings, he put together games of 221, 
226 and 203 for a fat total of 650 pins. 
It is going to take some sparkling bowl- 
ing by the hot-shots of our Lincoln 
league or elsewhere—(Harlan Gillespie 
please note) to eclipse this record. 


Floyd rolls with the Telephone team 
along with Ralph Wait, Jim Dudgeon, 
Gene Burchess, Jack Mason, Dick Cole- 
man and George Anderson. They have 
been doing very well so far, and their 
specialty has been the scoring of upsets 
when playing against the league leaders. 


The Voice of Syracuse on Parade 


By E. A. Ernst, Syracuse Manager 


The employees at Syracuse had the 
pleasure this year of preparing and 
presenting a float in the Otoe County 
Free Fair Parade. Not only did we have 
a float, but some-of the Traffic girls 
appeared in the float, displaying their 
headsets, and of course their friendly 
“Number Please” smiles. 

All employees at Syracuse had a hand 
in getting the float ready for the big 
event. Many nice floats were in the 
parade for the first time in addition to 
those which are regular participants. 
The Telephone Company unit seemed 
to please the huge crowd that lined the 
main street as the “Voice of Syracuse” 
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Photo Courtesy Nebraska City News Press. 


passed by and we received much ap- 
plause. 


The first to take a picture of the float 
was our cashier, Norma Jean Dettmer, 
so that we would be sure to have one. 
The next to try his hand was Mr. Art 
Sweet from the Nebraska City News 
Press, and he also ran the picture in 
his fine paper. The driver of our un't 
in the parade was Chester Byard, who 
enjoys his new work with the Tele- 
phone Company. The girls who had 
the time of their life in the parade were 
Alice France, Bertha Royal, Donna Mae 
Lockhart, Ione Pieper, Mavis Eisen- 
hauer, Aldean Steinhoff and Helen 
Weninghoff. 


Goldie Thompson 


Wins Suggestion Award 


A VERY worthwhile and practical 
~* idea was suggested by Goldie 
Thompson of Tecumseh last month for 
which she was presented with a very 
nice award by the 
Suggestion Commit- 
tee. Hers was 
among a number of 
others received dur- 
ing recent weeks 
and which were un- 
der consideration by 
the Committee 
when “News” time 
rolled around this 
month. Further re- 
ports of other ideas will be made 
later on. 

Mrs. Thompson has been working at 
switchboards for, well it’s been quite 
a long time, hasn’t it, Goldie, and so 
we have a lot of respect for her judg- 


Goldie Thompson 


ment concerning Traffic routines. Her 
idea bears us out in this. She recom- 
mends a uniform method of designating 
removes, temporary disconnects, refer- 
ence numbers, etc., on both the in- 
formation sheets and the Acme file on 
the switchboard. Under former pro- 
cedures a remove, for instance, would 
appear in red on one record and green 
on another. By applying the same color 
code throughout both records the rou- 
tine would be simplified and the work 
of the operators would be made easier 
and more efficient. 

By the way, it won’t be long now 
until Christmas and a little extra cash 
for those presents might come in handy. 
If you have some suggestion that you 
think would improve service, save 
money for the Company, improve work- 
ing conditions or be worthwhile in other 
ways, be sure to send it to the Sugges- 
tion Committee in Lincoln. Cash awards 
are made, you know, for ideas that the 
Committee approves. 


Psum Won Izz Gnuttps 


tye YOU happen to hear Arthur 


Godfrey in his radio show recently 
bemoaning the screwey system of spell- 
ing in the English language? Accord- 
ing to Arthur the combination of 
“psolockoise” makes a common word if 
certain rules of pronunciation are ap- 
plied. For instance: 


ps as in psychology = c 

olo as in colonel = er 

ck as in duck = cork 
oise aS IN porpoise = us 


Put them together and you have 
“circus.” 
Owe Boloutholo! 


Or Eat Soup 

Wait: “I'm stepping out in society. 
Tonight I’m having dinner with the 
upper set.’ 

Dudgeon: “The steak may be tough, 
better take the lowers, too.” 


Pioneers Plan Another Active Year 


ITH the “party season” right 

around the corner, the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter is bending its thought 
and effort toward getting itself in readi- 
ness to equal or exceed its past per- 
formances in this category. A meeting 
of the officers and committee chairmen, 
called by President Sturtevant in early 
October, found most of those present 
well supplied with ideas for the year’s 
activities. A lively discussion on 
methods and means for getting the most 
from the budget allotment found most 
of the committee in favor of continuing 
the territorial parties, with slight varia- 
tions from those of last year. It was 
specifically recommended that Hastings 
and David City be marked as the loca- 
tion for parties number one and two 
on the agenda. 

Due to the illness of Chairman 1. 3. 
Jackson, of the social committee, W. J. 
McDowell was appointed to temporary 
chairmanship, with instructions to set 
the ball rolling toward some fall get- 
togethers. Mr. McDowell's last appear- 
ance at Pioneer functions was as an end 
man in the spring minstrel show. He 
also had charge of costumes and proper- 
ties for the event, and his success in 


tracing down the rare costumes and re- 
galia for the various events had a great 
deal to do with giving the spectacle its 
professional touch. 

Turning to other business, the group 
adopted a tentative budget submitted by 
Maurice Franklin, chairman of the ways 
and means committee as a working basis 


for the year’s program. Rose Riggs of 
the women’s social committee, reported 
that plans were already under way for 
two “ladies only’ parties to be held 
during the course of the social season 
and Arthur Keckler, membership chair- 
man, reported fine progress with the 
roster now exceeding 400. 


Officers, members of the executive committee and committee chairmen preseni ai the “skull” 
session. Starting with the ladies clockwise around the table, Clara Jones, Rose Riggs, George 
Walroth, Roy Cleveland, Maurice Franklin, Carl Ahl, Secretary Otto Nelson, Vice-president 
Tom Longdon, President O. L. Sturtevant, W. J. McDowell, A. B. Gorman, H. A. White, Kent 
Eno, and Art Keckler. Joe Hartley, publicity chairman, took the picture. 
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What About Job Security? 


The most important item on the em- 
ployee’s personal. list of job factors 
today is JOB SECURITY, according to 
recent surveys and polls conducted in 
this country. 


In one of the surveys, taken by the 
National Industrial Conference Board, 
some 6,000 employees were given a list 
of 71 morale factors. These included 
such items as job security, base pay, 
type of work, chance to get ahead, 
profit-sharing, supervisor's attitude, 
vacations, working conditions and 
others. Employees were asked to select 
those which they felt were most import- 
ant. Job security stood at the head of 
the list with nearly four times as many 
votes as the next most popular factor. 


All of which constitutes another bit 
of proof that a job with our Company 
is a good proposition. The large number 
of employees with long service records 
is evidence of this. It gives one a com- 
fortable feeling, to say the least, to 
know that a job here has the substantial 
foundation of a well established and 
soundly managed company which pro- 
vides a service which the public both 
needs and wants. 


Stock Offering To 


Employees Oversubscribed 
ON AUGUST 15th the Company 
posted on all bulletin boards a 
notice stating that common stock of the 
Company was available for subscrip- 
tion by employees. The notice stated 
that no subscription would be accepted 


for more than 50 shares and that if more 
stock was subscribed for than was avail- 
able it would be allotted pro rata, ex- 
cept that amounts up to 5 shares would 
first be allotted on all orders. The em- 
ployees were advised that subscriptions 
might be entered for stock at $20.00 per 
share for payment October 1, 1948. 


The common stock which was avail- 
able for subscription by employees 
totaled 1356 shares. This stock repre- 
sented the unsubscribed portion of an 
offering of 15,000 shares made to hold- 
ers of common stock in July. 


The Company received 164  sub- 
scriptions from employees for a total of 
4578 shares. After first allotting up to 
5 shares on all orders the remaining 
stock was allotted pro rata. The maxi- 
mum allotment on any one order was 
11 shares. All the stock allotted to em- 
ployees has now been paid for and cer- 
tificates representing the stock will be 
delivered to the purchasers in the near 
future. 


Helicopter Lays and 


Inspects Wire 
fl Nis feasibility of laying telephone 
wire for military purposes by heli- 
copter has been demonstrated by Signal 
Corps engineers through recent tests at 
the Signal Corps Engineering Labora- 
tories, Fort Monmouth, New Jersey 
The test also demonstrated that heli- 
copters could be used advantageously 
for the inspection of field telephone 
lines, according to a recent article in 
Telephone Engineer. 

To determine the accuracy with 
which wire may be payed out, a course 
was plotted and a marker placed in an 
open meadow. Wire was then success- 
fully laid within a yard of the marker 
and between trees separated by a few 
feet, 


In another test, wire was laid across 
tree tops at the foot of a gully which 
had proved impassable for a wire laying 
crew and had been by-passed. As a re- 
sult of the short cut the wire line was 
shortened approximately 25 per cent. 


A flight to determine the value for 
maintenance purposes of line inspection 
followed several miles of laboratory test 
line at an average height of 40 feet, 
the pilot often descending to wire level 
to permit close scrutiny for breaks. 


~98t 9 fe 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Radebaugh are the 
proud parents of a son, Ronald Paul, born 
July 10 in Lincoln. Mr. Radebaugh is a 
member of the Lincoln Service Department. 


Richard Dean is the new member of the 
Gay Henderson family. He arrived on Aug- 
ust 16. Mr. Henderson is a member of the 


Engineering Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Novak announce the 
birth of a baby girl, Janie Marilyn, on Sep- 
tember 24. Mr. Novak is an employee of 
the Wahoo Plant Department. 


W. H. Daubendiek Dies 
H. DAUBENDIEK, 80, of West 


* Bend, Iowa, well known in L. T. 
& T. circles and founder of the DeWitt 


Telephone Company, died September 
18 in Lubbecke, Germany. 


With Mrs. Daubendiek as the first 
operator, he started the DeWitt ex- 
change in 1899 with ten lines and built 
the first independent toll line in this 
section of the country between Lincoln 
and DeWitt. One of his unfinished 
tasks was the writing of the history of 
the early days of the telephone in Ne- 
braska. He was a familiar figure at con- 
ventions of the Nebraska Telephone 
Association, although he owned no 
telephone property in this state, and at- 
tended the 1948 convention in Omaha 
for the express purpose of seeing his 


old Nebraska friends. 
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Edna Mae Hunt, incoln 
traffic with background 
of sunken gardens th 
front of family home 


at Victoria B.C, | eee ars 


Geor fa Smith, assistant chief, Lincoln, 
(left) saw the sights of Albuquerque, 
New Mevico, with her niece 


Marie Reinert, Lincoln 
cafeteria, picked a peck 
Of peaches at Washington 
Kansas, Her 6°4° brother 
picked the high ones she 
couldn't reach. 
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Ruth Furry, Lincoln traffic, a Z ne Mary Tice, Lincoln 
(lef) went back a million Gb fish in 4% hours is the : ee cafeteria , found her 
years to Dinosaur Park, record set by RalphCulvers |} 41] Dick Spohn, accounting, posed the choice of vacation 
Rapid City, So. Dakota parly at Beaver Lake, near |) ‘family pride, Little Sally, on their spots at home with 
SRE : ae Valentine , Nebraska. “4| vacation at Glen Haven, Colo. her son Gerry Lee. 

es - Snapped on their honeymoon # € and groom, a 

os at Yellowstone National Park, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hageman; 

= the bride » »> » both from Lincoln service dept. 
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Tyler Ryan, Tecumseh, 

borrowed a fish and a : 
a = opeefe dF acs, ne pas and son, 
Pu RECETS, ACCOUNTING anada, last Jul , POSE ON ihe Trai near 
and husband Bob, with — pa MiRushmore in the Black Hills, 


Dorothea Heckman, Friend (at right ) 
relaxes with a friend in Denver City Park. 


a nice catch at Two- 
Harbors, Minnesota. 


Gnd ORS 


On the deck of a Sunset Boulevard home Adel Hershey 
chief operator, Tobias, looks over the spreading 


panorama of Hollywood and Los Angeles. 


Ina Ozenbaugh, Lincoln traffic, sticks 
tothe back of a taxidermist’s master- 
piece at The Dells, Wisconsin. 


Marguerite Lockhart, Syracuse 
and her nephew in an open-top 


sight-seeing car... Garden 
o arg phes ss 


VS 


esti eb Roy con 


| 


inthe garden of the Empress 


Hotel Victoria, Vancouver, 
is Ann S.Stoll, Plattsmouth 
traffic, and her son. 


dines dseoains 


John Backstrom, accounting, 
trout fishing at Remote Lake, 
Medicine Bow Nat!.Park, Wyo. 


Susan Norris, (lef?) Lincoln cafetersa, visite 
her sister in Oregon and is pictured here 
while ona boat trip to Victoria, B.C. 


Lillian B. Campbell, Lincoln traffic, 
pauses near Kingman, Arizona 
during 2 {2- state four of the west, 


Mary Ormand, Lincoin traffic, 
‘went back to rural life on 
her uncle's farm. Harvard, Neb. 
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‘ 
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! ‘Bettic Wane Artis Bowen, assistant ee 
| . Lincoln service chief at York, kept a KS 
: ey ~ ji displays some of Dick Bauer, Lincoln : . cool on her vatation ak : 
i E| A\ his finest catches Service, at Bear Lake, lona Pieper, Syracuse, adds something |Ped at Brainerd, Minn. vm | 
y a / \ ata Canadian Rocky Min.Nat!. Park. | to the scenery of the Sandusky Ohio Park. |) Betty Hansen, cashier) | 
3 be PEN eae Zo a : 2 Lincoln cafeteria |i Ne de 
ah | absorbs the local sun} esa 
3 | Mr-wNrs. Clem Bottor tt and son | | 
1 | Roger, with background of 
| | Trick Falls, Glacier Natl fark. | ee 
a — | Afiera mile climb and a : | - 
| - | snowball fight, Norma Jean at 
f g| Detimer, cashier, Syracuse, | 
3 | sits in the snow on St. Marys | 
: 
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Lowell Johnson, supply, looked the part of 
a native ina parade at Burwell during fhe rodeo, 


Minnie Stieber, Lincoln 
a ee — 7 , . - : Bish) ee are seo” | cafeleria,visits Treasure 
Dewey Nelsen accounting gels down to some serious resting at Lake Okobo}!, wa.  _—_ ‘ ; a >> | Island, Sanfrancisco, 


- 


Ca. | Chet Harp Hank Peachman 
| Lincoln, had their portraifs 
il taken at the State Fair. 
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The following list of new employees is published as a 
gesture of friendly welcome and to help them get ac- 
quainted. We hope that they will enjoy their new occupa- 


tion as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name Exchange Title — Date Employed 
Accounting 
Phyllis Sailors............... Lincoln............ 83 (od | See ee August 23, 1948 
Alma B. Sexton........... Lincoln............ ©) [rrr ‘August 11, 1948 
Alta D. Wagnev............ Lincoln............ EY Go ss August 3, 1948 
Commercial 
Ruth. A. -Boots...........0: LAMCOM, ssid Oa sanceicbeateraceasnes September 7, 1948 
Marilynn Huggler....... Beatrice.......... Gil [i | Sa August 2, 1948 
LaVonne M. Miller.....Lincoln............ G1, One eanree September 20, 1948 
Earlene R. Witt............ Hastings.......... Sel [| pe eee e er nn September 20, 1948 
Ruth D. Youngerv........ Lincoim:..6:8 IST diewtecdncncus September 13, 1948 
Construction 
Joseph J. Addleman....Lincoln............ Groundman.......... August 3, 1948 
George R. Bossung.....Lincoln............ Groundman.......... August 30, 1948 
John Buck..................0--: Hastings.......... Groundman.......... September 14, 1948 
Lester G. Ellis.............. Lincoln............ Groundman.......... September 14, 1948 
George Frisbie............. AN CON oscnites, Groundman.......... August 30, 1948 
Anton Koprivnik......... RICO 4 cccicess Groundman.......... August 24, 1948 
Daniel Murray.............. LANCOUM ciivcnscence Groundman.......... August 30, 1948 
Mack E. Nickell......... LINCOM visicscces Groundman.......... August 30, 1948 
Neal Schappaugh........ Lbs lace) he eer Groundman.......... August 24, 1948 
Robert Wendell........... Lincoln............ Groundman.......... September 1, 1948 
Robert White................ TAMCOM ssi iscos Groundman.......... August 30, 1948 
Harold Williams...........Lincoln............ Groundman.......... August 2, 1948 
Engineering 
Sara N. Neville............Lincoln...........Jr. Secretary......... September 14, 1948 
Service 
Combination- 
George R. Anderson. Hastings.......... MAN ....::: eitiitncess September 16, 1948 
Combination- 
James H. Bauev........... PiasStinies 2 s.s  SAB cere cen September 7, 1948 
Wayne Berkland.........Wahoo............. Groundman.......... September 7, 1948 
James Brown... Plattsmouth..Groundman........ September 20, 1948 
Combination- 
Paul Burne.....................Hastings.......... man....................August 31, 1948 
Herman Carson............ BNC OM ising) AIL EOL sch ees September 2, 1948 
scote Chariton. ......0s< OT lire Groundman.......... September 7, 1948 
Rolland Drake... ..Plattsmouth..Switchman ........September 16, 1948 
Dale Grossenbacher...Lincoln........... Switchman ........ September 21, 1948 
Joe Hageman................. Lincoln............ Jamitor.............00..... September 1, 1948 
Herman Hansen........... David City...Groundman.......September 7, 1948 
Elma Hartshorn........... Lincoln............ Service Opr.......... August 9, 1948 
Dwight Hayworth....... OE ras soviene <Groundman.......... August 5, 1948 
Emma Jan.......................Nebr. City......Janitress................ August 26, 1948 
Dennis Marchand.......Auburn...........Luineman............. .. september 13, 1948 
Jake Minich.................. Friend.............Groundman.......... September 21, 1948 
Combination- September 21, 1948 
JACK RUDIE: «0.000005 -cccsseee: Fairbury 5: D6 a eee 
Ronald Smith. Lincoln Switchman . September 14, 1948 
Supply 
Clara M. Harmon........Lincoln Stenographer.... September 16, 1948 
William J. Cotton...... Lincoln. Warehouseman.. September 22, 1948 
Ivan Hellerick ..Lineoln Warehouseman...September 22, 1948 


Traffic 
Mary L. Anderson......Superiot......... A Operator............ September 13, 1948 
Ada M. Armagost....... Lincoln............ A Operator............ August 2, 1948 
Peggy Bexton............... Hastings.......... A Operator........... August 2, 1948 
Phyllis Bieck................. Harvarii.......... A&L Operator....September 8, 1948 
Doris Burney................York................. A Operator............ September 20, 1948 
Ruth Carstens............... Beatrice.......... A Operator............ August 30, 1948 
Ruby Clites..... Nebr. City......A Operator............ September 28, 1948 
Joyce Davidson............. Superior.......... A Operator............ September 13, 1948 
Wanda Davidson..........Superior.......... A Operator........... August 3, 1948 
Geraldine Devine........ Hastings.......... A Operator........... September 22, 1948 
Ardis Dillman............... Nelson............. A&L Operator.....September 10, 1948 
Bernice Duda................ Lincoln.....:...<.. L Operatotv............ September 13, 1948 
Eve Dunning................. David City.....A&L Operator..... August 16, 1948" 
Colleen Ehley................ Sutton.............. A&L Operator.....August 27, 1948 
Annie M. Epler............ Lincoln........... Ase’t Cook...2.2:.:- September 27, 1948 
Ruth L. Ervin............... Hastings.......... A Operatot........... August 2, 1948 
Geraldine Gardner......York................. A&L Operator.....August 23, 1948 
Beaver 
Ruth Gentry...0.0.0.. Crossing......A&L Operator.....September 13, 1948 
Mary Gill... BYIO@NG viens A&L Operator.....August 24, 1948 
Chief Opr.- 

Tula Glover......000.000...... Bennet............. Cashier... cad September 1, 1948 
LaVina Haagensen......York................. A&L Operator....September 20, 1948 
Lila Hendrickson........: Geneva............ A Operator........... August 23, 1948 
Shirley Higgins............ Beatrice..........A Operator............ August 9, 1948 
Barbara Hoyle.............. Beatrice.......... A Operator........... August 23, 1948 
Lois Hughes................... Seward ............ A&L Operator.... July 17, 1948 
Jacqueline Johnson....Lincoln............ L Operatot............ September 13, 1948 
Laura Kellogg............... Lincoln............ A Operator........... August 23, 1948 
Joan Kernert.................. Tecumseh....... A&L Operator....August 2, 1948 
Shirley Kimbel............ Hastings.......... A Operator........... August 23, 1948 
Arlene Knopple........... Lincoln............ A Operatot............ August 9, 1948 
Lois KUhn...ckckcccca. Beatrice.......... A Operator............ September 23, 1948 
Patricia Kupetz........... MOP Rs ceseccarwe A Operator............ September 20, 1948 
Magdeline Mathis........ Wahoo............. A Operatotr............ September 1, 1948 
Virginia Martin............ Hastings......... A Operator............ August 23, 1948 
Lillian McGinty............ Fairbury......... A Operator....... September 28, 1948 
Darlene Meyers............ Beatrice.......... A Operator........... August 30, 1948 
Patricia Mock................ Hastings.......... A Operator............ August 2, 1948 
Shirley Nillsen.............. Hastings.......... A Operator............ September 27, 1948 
Emily Novak................. Wahoo............. A Operator............ August 10, 1948 

Jo Ann Quaintance....Hastings.......... A&L Operator.... August 22, 1948 
Irene Rebuck........... sesiy PRADO osc ctanace A&L Operator.....August 30, 1948 
Opal Rech................. .... As NCOIMN.........20. L Operatot........ ... August 30, 1948 
Mable Reetz.................. WOT vinicessies _A&L Operator.....September 16, 1948 
Mary Schmidt.............. Syracuse.........d&L Operator.....August 18, 1948 
Dorothy Sheets............ David City....A&L Operator....August 16, 1948 
Helen Silence................ Auburn........... A Operator............ August 2, 1948 
Jane E. Smith..............Lincoln........... A Operator............ September 21, 1948 
Frances Steele... Wymore..........A Operator........... August 31, 1948 
Neva Stepp............0........ Seward ............ A&L Operator....September 5, 1948 
Dorothy Steffen............ Lincoln............. A Operator............ September 21, 1948 
Marilyn Steuben.......... Lincoln........... A Operator........... August 23, 1948 
Rosemary Tibbles....... Hastings........A&L Operator.....August 31, 1948 
Ferne Tracy... Lincoin............ L Operatotr............ August 30, 1948 
Wanda Tucker.............. Lincoln............ L Operator............ September 13, 1948 
June Vanparsdall........ Auburn........... A Operatovr............ September 7, 1948 
Berthamae Ward......... Lincoln............ Ass’t Cook............. August 9, 1948 
Lillian Weber................ Beatrice.......... A Operator........... August 23, 1948 
Helen Wenninghoff....Syracuse.........A Operator.......... August 26, 1948 
Mauriene Whitaker... Lincoln............ L Operator............ August 2, 1948 
Vera Wilkins................. Lincoln........ _A Operator............ August 31, 1948 
Margarte Wilson....... Lincoln...... _A Operator............ August 31, 1948 
Doris Woita.................... Wahoo...........A Operator............ September 14, 1948 
Pauline Ziegler Hastings.......A Operator.......... September 20, 1948 


The wedding of Barbara Jean Kaiser of 
the General Plant Office and Richard 
Churchill took place September 12 at St. Paul 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. Mrs. 


Churchill will continue her work. 


Marie Beltz of the Treasurer's Office and 
Robert §S. Hall were united in marriage on 
August 31 in Lincoln. The couple will reside 
in Lincoln and Mrs. Hall is continuing her 
work. 


Dorothy Barker, operator at Lincoln, and 
Francis Marks were married September 8 
at St. Patrick’s Church in Lincoln. Mrs. 
Marks will continue her work. 


The marriage of Mickey Eilers, Lincoln 
Traffic, to Delton Lahm, took place on 
August 20 at the Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Lincoln. Mrs. Lahm is continuing her work. 


Elsie Powell of the Engineering Depart- 
ment became the bride of Ed Kassik at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Topeka, Kansas 
on October 3. Mrs. Kassik has resigned her 
position and the couple will reside in Omaha. 


Ione Hansen of the Wahoo Traffic Depart- 
ment became the bride of Robert Mays of 
Wahoo, September 7 at the Methodist 
Church in Wahoo. Mrs. Mays has resigned 
her position and the couple will reside in 
Wahoo. 


June Dixon, operator at Seward, and 
Frank Hughes were united in marriage on 
August 31 at the home of the bride’s parents. 
Mrs. Hughes is continuing her work. 


Donald Nelson of the Supply Depart- 
ment and Evelyn Daharsh of Lincoln were 
married August 29 at Vine Congregational 
Church. The couple will reside in Lincoln. 


Anne Pavel of the Supply Department and 
Leo Rau were united in marriage on August 
24 at St. Patrick’s Church in Utica. Mrs. 


Rau is continuing her work. 


The marriage of Velma Curtis, Supply 
Department, and Wayne Francisco of Fre- 
mont was solemnized September 20 at St. 
Mary's Cathedral in Lincoln. Mrs. Francisco 
has resigned and the couple will reside in 
Fremont. 


Lois Epley of the Tecumseh Traffic De- 
partment and Richard Mahoney were united 
in marriage on September 28 at the Lutherar 
Church in Tecumseh. Mrs. Mahoney will 


continue her work. 


The Presbyterian Church in Blue Springs 
was the scene of the marriage of Milly Lane, 
Cashier at Wymore, and Elmo Lloyd of 
Wymore. The ceremony was performed on 
September 26. Mrs. Lloyd will continue 
her work. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title 


Commercial 


Norma Dettmer, clerk to cashier, Syracuse. 

Nora M. Johnson, stenographer, Lincoln, to 
stenographer, General Commercial. 

Joan Moorberg, clerk to stenographer, 

Lincoln. 


Engineering 


Sara Neville, appointed junior secretary, 
Lincoln. 


Plant 


Humphrey Ash, combinationman to lineman, 
Weeping Water. 

William C. Baker, warehouseman, supply, to 
combinationman, service, Lincoln. 

Claude Clary, Jr., combinationman, Beatrice, 
to combinationman, Humboldt. 

Eldon Drewel, warehouseman, supply, to 
combinationman, service, Lincoln. 

James Geist, shopman to warehouseman, 
supply. 

Richard Fischer, warehouseman, supply, to 
combinationman, service, Lincoln. 

Louis J. Hanus, combinationman to lineman, 
David City. 

Robert Hawkins, groundman, construction, to 
combinationman, service, Lincoln. . 

Eugene Kalkwarf, shopman, supply, to com- 
binationman, service, Lincoln. 

Richard Merrill, groundman, construction, to 
combinationman, service, Lincoln. 

Donald Nelson, shopman to warehouseman, 
Supply. 

Verald Spears, groundman, construction, to 
combinationman, service, Lincoln. 

James H. Tice, groundman, construction, to 
janitor, service, Lincoln. 


Traffic 


Ada Armagost, A operator to A & L opera- 
tor, Lincoln. 

Norma Bailey, A&L operator to NA&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Emmaline Brenneman, A&L_ operator to 
NA&L operator, Hastings. 

Miriam Carter, A€&?L operator to desk oper 
ator, Tecumseh. 

Alice France, A operator, Syracuse to L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 

Tula Glover, appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Bennet. 

Genevieve Graff, A&L operator to A&L in- 
structor, York. 

Shirley M. Gruber, A operator to A&L oper: 
ator, Nebraska City. 

Mary Hemmons, A operator to A&L oper: 
ator, Weeping Water. 

Beverly Hawes, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Beatrice. 

Ruby Hines, A operator to A&L operator, 
Wahoo. 

Betty Kopf, A operator to A&L operator, 
Nebraska City. 

Della Kvasnicka, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Superior. 

Jessie Landon, NA&L operator to A&L 
operator, Utica. 

Virginia Lempke, A&@L operator to NA&L 
operator, Tecumseh. 
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Changes 
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Sara Neville 


Norma Dettmer 
Cashier Jr. Secretary 


Syracuse Lincoln 


Helen Mores, A operator to A&L operator, 
Fairbury. 

Caroline Nielsen, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Lincoln. 


Dolores Paneitz, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Beatrice. 


Aldean Steinhoff, A€&*L operator, Syracuse, 
to L operator, Lincoln. 


Viola Thomas, A operator to A&L operator, 
Hastings. 

Jessie Van Trump, NA&L cperator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 


Classified Column 


Classified ads will be inserted free of charge 
for active or pensioned employees, limit of 50 
words per ad. Send copy in writing by the 
1st of the month preceding issue to Editor, 
Lincoln Telephone News at Lincoln. The 
‘‘News” accepts no responsibility for state- 
ments made and reserves the right to edit the 
copy and limit insertions to meet space re- 
quirements. 


Regular size, upright piano in excellent 
condition. Fumed oak, suitable for bleaching 
if light finish desired. Reasonable. Mrs. 
Marcia Watson, Lincoln Cafeteria, home ad- 
dress, 6519 Leighton Avenue. 


Cards of Thanks 


I wish to thank all the telephone 
folks who were so kind to me during 
my recent illness. The many cards, let- 
ters, messages of good wishes and flow- 
ers received and other acts of thought- 
fulness were most sincerely appreciated. 
I am proud and happy to be one of you. 

Guy O. Seaton. 


I want to express my sincere thanks 
to each and every one of the many 
friends who so kindly remembered me 
with cards and in many other ways dur- 
ing my illness. Also for the flowers 
sent me at Bryan Memorial Hospital. | 
hope to be getting around again soon. 


Frank L. Tefft. 


Service Birthdays 


Forty-Eight Years 
F. E. Behm, Lincoln. 
Forty-Seven Years 
E. A. Rosker, Lincoln. 
Forty-One Years 
J. M. Abrams, Plattsmouth; T. S. Risser, 


Lincoln. 
Forty Years 


D. C. Wilson, Hastings. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Eight Years 
A. 8S. Keckler, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 
Jay Pugsley, Lincoln. 


D. C. Wilson 


‘ Rose Rigas 
Hastings Lincoln’ 
40 Years 30 Years 


W. M. Mouden 
Osceola 
25 Years 


W. J. McDowell 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Thirty-Six Years 
K. B. Cary, H. H. Moss, Lincoln; J. C. 


Gear, Fairbury. 
Thirty-Four Years 
Ernest Wedgwood, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 
I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 
Thirty-Two Years 
J. A. Mason, Hastings; W. H. Spurlock, 


Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
Georgia H. Tartsch, Plattsmouth. 
Thirty Years 
Rose Riggs, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
R. L. Dalton, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
Maude P. Willey, Beatrice. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


L. H. Pierce, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 
F. P. Darnold, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
W. M. Mouden, Osceola. 


Twenty-Two Years 
A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
G. E. Damon, Auburn; Jessie A. Van 
Trump, Hastings. 
Twenty Years 
W. J. McDowell, LeRoy P. Schlentz, Flor- 
ence Tatman, Lincoln: Katherine M. Owens, 
Nebraska City. 
Fifteen Years 
Ruth Rittenhouse, Hebron: Wilma Stol- 
zenburg, Beatrice: Marcia Watson, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 


W. W. Eden, B. A. Isaman, Lincoln. 


LeRoy Schleniz 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Florence Tatman 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Ruth Rittenhouse 
Hebron 
15 Years 


Katherine Owens 
Nebraska City 
20 Years 
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Twelve Years 


G. A. Wasson, Lincoln. 


Seven Years 
Mary Beaty, Wahoo; Amy Dixon, Weep- 
ing Water: Dorothy Nelson, Lincoln: Lela 
Watson, Beatrice. 


Six Years 


Knud Arngren, E. G. Brehm, Ferne Burns, 
Ruth Clark, Viola Fischer, W. E. Hayes, 
R. A. Stall, D. W. Utterson, Robert Wohl- 
berg, Lincoln; Mary Bartyzelle, Maxine 
Meyer, Nebraska City; W. R. Behrns, Wahoo; 
G. E. Eggleston, Auburn; Emily J. Hanus, 
David City. 

Five Years 


F. P. Condos, Jean Hueppelsheuser, Arlene 
Zabel, Lincoln; Leona Geseking, Tamora; 
H. O. Wentink, Hastings: Alys E. White, 


Beatrice. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Eva May, wife of Jess May of the 
Lincoln Service Department, passed away in 
Lincoln on September 2. Funeral services 
were held September 4 in Lincoln. 


New Library Books 


New Library books that may be 
found in our employees library, all of 
which are fiction, are as follows: 


“Reluctant Rebel” by Frederic F. Van 
ce Water, “The Professor’s Umbrella” 
by Mary Jane Ward, “Shannon’s Way” 
by A. J. Cronin, and “Toward the 
Morning” by Hervey Allen. 


Wilma Stolzenburg 
Beatrice 
15 Years 


Marcia Watson 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 
Durinz her vacation, Lena Conrad and 
husband George, celebrated their silver 
wedding anniversary. ‘The operators pre- 
sented Lena with a lovely corsage and she 
reciprocated by treating them to “anniver- 
sary cake.” ... Leola Heins came back on 
duty with mosquito bites to prove she 
spent her vacation doing a bit of fishing 
in and around Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
Vivian Dee of the Commercial Department, 


‘is just back from her vacation. Most of 


her time was spent at home, but just for 
fun made trips to Omaha and Lincoln. 


Nebraska City Area 

Betty Balfour and Iona Pieper, Correspondents 
September—Oh the month for vacations, 
but most of our vacationers are back to 
work. Our Nebraska City Chief Operator 
has returned from her’s with a “cheery 
hello” and a pleasant smile for everyone. 
Violet Peterson and “Jeannie” Vest 
were next. They picked the right time, but 
the wrong day to go to the State Fair. All 
the woes of where to sleep when you find 
an error in your room reservations. More 


fun, just ask the girls! !!... Mary Barty- 
zelle informs us she had a wonderful time 
on her week in the west. “If you ever get 


a chance, go west,” says Mary. But now 
she is ready for a rest with her other week. 
Mary Tackett and her husband are 
going west for their vacation too, for their 
delayed honeymoon, I hear... . John Rupple 
is home from his vacation. He isn’t too 
happy, next year he is going to stay home, 
he says now. ... Shirley Gruber and Betty 
Kopf have finished toll training. Congratu- 
lations, girls! . Maxine Meyer spent a 
few working days at Dunbar, but it is 
pretty nice to be home she declares. 
Margaret Wademan, Ella Fisher, Betty 
Johnson, Lois Forsyth and Ardel Freuden- 


berg were on our sick list... . Mrs. Placek 
is our only Birthday’er for September. 
Happy Birthday! . . . Mrs. Waters has 


finally solved the no apartment vacancy 
problem. They have a little house, the 
luckiest people. . . . Miss Markuson visited 
our office for several days last week... . 
Mr. Kermoade is hard at work again after 
taking time off from work for his vacation. 
He spent his time vacationing in the Black 
Hills. ... Mrs. Dettmer and Mrs. Lockhart 


have both returned to work after their va- 
cations. Mrs. Dettmer reports having a 
wonderful time in Colorado, boating, camp- 
ing in the mountains and also taking lots of 
pictures. ... Mrs. Lockhart also spent her 
vacation in Colorado and Omaha. ... We 
wonder what everyone sees in Colorado this 
year as everyone seems to be flocking that 
way. . . . Miss Windels, Syracuse Chief 
Operator, is on her vacation. . . . The last 
couple of weeks Mrs. Bock has been en- 
tertaining her son and wife who are here 
visiting from Oakland, California. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Koch and family 
spent their two weeks vacation at Campbell 
and Hastings, Nebraska, with relatives and 
friends. Marvin reports having a wonder- 
ful time. Miss Fern Davis returned to 
work September 20 after being absent from 
her work several months. We are all glad 
to have you back with us Fern. 

Seward Area 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 

Vacations still seem to be the most talka- 
tive subject around here. Lydia Kriegs- 
hauser, Seward Chief Operator, is spending 
her three weeks at Excelsior Springs, Mo. 
... Beata and Martha Merz were pleasant- 
ly surprised recently when their brother, 
Rev. John Merz and family from Spokane, 
Washington, visited them. It was the first 
time they had seen their twin nephew 
Gerald and niece Gloria... . Irene Hampp 
spent a week’s vacation visiting in Chicago, 


“Okay, easy does it!” 
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Illinois. . . . Mrs. Peterson, Cordova Chief 
Operator, spent her vacation at Kearney 
visiting her mother. Mrs. Wirthell and 
Mrs. Peterson’s daughter Nancye, substitut- 
ed for her while she was gone. 


Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 
Mrs. A. N. McKinzey, Cedar Bluffs Chief 
Operator, enjoyed a two weeks vacation in 
September visiting in Minnesota, Wiscon- 
sin and ending up at Port Arthur, Canada. 


General Offices and 


Central District 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Mary Dietrich, Associate Editor 


Guy R. McDowell, a former Accounting 
Department employee, surprised his many 
Telephone company friends with a visit. 
Mr. McDowell is now living in Colorado 
Springs. . . . Bob “I Dood It Again” Ross 
agrees with the statement that recently ap- 
peared in the News that squirrels can be 
a headache. It seems that a squirrel found a 
good spot to hide its supply of nuts for the 
winter between the walls of Bob’s home. 
This spot was made accessible to the squir- 
rel by the absence of a brick on the outer 
wall of the house. After several reminders 
from his wife that this brick should be 
replaced, Bob finally mustered up enough 
strength to complete the task. He forgot. 
however, to check the time of arrival and 
departure of Mr. Squirrel, and it wasn’t 
until several days later, after tearing away 
a goodly portion of the ventilating system 
trying to locate the source of the horrible 
odor which had descended upon the house- 
hold, that Bob suddenly remembered Mr. 
Squirrel and his living quarters between the 
walls. . . . Joyce Grabowski and Gerry 
Wart spent part of their vacation attending 
the celebration of “Popcorn Days” at North 
Loup. The four pound catfish that wasn’t 
minding its own business while out getting 
its daily exercise, ended up in Lorraine Han- 
sen’s frying pan. Dru Kucera spent a most 
enjoyable vacation camping at Two Harbors, 
Minnesota. Alvina Miller and Laura Sires 
spent their vacations moving. Doloris Mor- 
gan had the misfortune of becoming ill dur- 
ing her vacation and spent her time off in 
bed. Doris Glock spent her vacation in 
Denver helping Iva Mae Ost get established 


in a new apartment. Harold Brady planned 
to get into his car and strike out for points 
west. H. W. Cane spent time in Yellow- 
stone and Estes. Ruby Hahn, who believes 
in visiting as many states as possible in two 
weeks, took off on an excursion to New 
York after returning from a week in Colo- 
rado. . . . Bruce Sievers and the weather- 
man will be coming to blows soon if the 
weatherman doesn’t stick to his predictions. 
Mr. S. planned to spend the balance of his 
vacation putting in a cement driveway. 
On the Friday before the start of this vaca- 
tion the weatherman turned on the rain and 
predicted four days of gloomy, wet weather. 
So Mr. S. cancelled his orders for materials 
and decided to vacate on another week. The 
changeable weatherman immediately turned 
off the rain and came thru with the most 
beautiful fall weather anyone could hope 
for. . . . Marie Vidlock, who doesn’t give 
this editor much credit for behaving, was 
quite surprised when she found the phone 
call from a certain Alaskan wasn’t a hoax 
and that he really was in town and was 
commuting in a super-duper new Kaiser 
automobile. Our two masterminds, 
also known as Bob Ross and Dewey Nelsen, 
have been getting their heads together 
and studying ways of cutting a one stall 
8erage in two and enlarging it enough to 
store two cars. Knowing this Mr. Ross as 
we do, we’re sure this project will bring on 
a series of events that will be worth record- 
ing. . . . The Bassinet Section of St. Eliza- 
beth’s Hospital has just announced the ar- 
Tival of Dee Ann Devoe, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Darrell Devoe. And now it can 
be revealed that Grampa I. J. Devoe has 
been checking up on the latest in burping, 
three cornered changes, and such, in order 
that he may qualify as Baby Sitter. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


With bowling and football under way the 
word baseball is slowly fading back. Lee 
Schlentz made such a striking debut the 
first night of bowling with his terrific score 
that even the girls refuse to let him join 
their team, not to mention the cool recep- 
tion from the men. When a man creates 
such a gigantic average the first night out 
he’s not too popular is he, L. P. S.? Tough 
break! Ann Swisher was one of the 
vacation fortunates this month. Ann jour- 
neyed to her home town, Winfield, Kansas, 
for a week’s stay. And it is home for Ima 
Jean Wear who spent two weeks in Peoria, 
Illinois, with the relatives and friends. It 
was two weeks of blissful rest at home for 
Marjorie Whiting while Audrey Althouse 
skipped off to Surprise, Nebr., to be near 
that man of her heart. Ah, young love! 
Jean Sawyer and her husband spent a most 
enjoyable week in Denver. Directory 
closing has come and gone with H. Spahnle 
and his department madly rushing the gal- 
leys into readiness for the printer. An error- 
less book is their goal. 


General Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


With our remodeling still in progress, the 
General Commercial Office is changing day 
by day. After a new paint job, the work 
will be finished. On the sick list this 
month is Mr. Jackson, who at this time is 
in Bryan Memorial Hospital... It is very 
unusual for Mr. Jackson to be sick, and 
we’re all hoping for a very speedy recovery. 

Mr. Walroth returned from his three 
weeks vacation, which he spent in California. 

Willie Ruth Hamilton has been busy 
entertaining her family from Texas, who 
have been visiting her this month. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Our most welcomed visitor this month 
was none other than “Swede” Foster, and 
what’s more he stopped in to see us twice. 
It was sure a treat to see him up and around 
again and he tells us he’ll be back to work 
soon. We’ll be looking for you, “Swede.” 

We wish we had the knack that some 
of these associate editors have for finding 
out what people did on their vacations. It 
seems like our men just won’t talk. George 
Hansen, W. F. Combs, D. R. Smith, D. L. 
Olsen, W. T. Nyden, E. Lytle and H. Rogers 
have taken their vacations and are back to 
work again. Joy Dobbs and Vern Simpson 
are taking their vacations at this writing 
and we did manage to get a little inside dope 
on what they planned to do, before they left. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dobbs motored to Texas to 
visit son Sterling and family. Imagine Joy’s 
namesake is getting to be quite a young lady 
by this time. The Simpsons planned to 
head toward Cleveland to take in a few 
ball games. Our Construction crews 
have been doing quite a little moving about 
so perhaps it would be well to see who’s 
where! Paul Wilkinson and crew are lo- 
cated at Wymore and are stringing addi- 
tional circuits from Wymore to Liberty. 
Harry Moss and gang moved to Nebraska 
City this week and will string the new cable 
south of town. George Hansen is still at 
Pawnee City and George Wasson at Milford. 
John Hobson’s crew moved out to Milford 
this week to do the drop work on that job. 
Otto Buck and Lyle Piper and crews are re- 
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Mabel Volpp, Lincoln Traffic, vacationed in 
Wisconsin and brought back a photo to 
prove if. 
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building Nelson prior to conversion and 
Tommy Hedges’ gang is rebuilding Sutton 
town plant. Boling and Smith’s crews are 
working out of Lincoln. 


General Offices—2nd Floor 
Barbara Churchill, Associate Editor 


Back to work again we find Mr. Seaton. 
Glad to see you back, Mr. Seaton!. .. Still 
have a few vacations, at this writing Mr. 
Sturtevant is taking a week. Miss Gessner 
spent hers in and around Lancaster County 
and Mr. Woods has returned from Wiscon- 
sin. Mr. Potter spent one week of his vaca- 
tion with his son and family in Los Angeles 
at the beach. Mr. Behm traveled to 
Denver for a vacation-business trip. : 
The last week of September we find Mr. 
Keith and Ernie Barney working at Platts- 
mouth installing one hundred additional 
lines. Darnold and Robison installing Brock 
trunking equipment at Auburn and Caldwell, 
maintenance routine at Nehawka. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We had several vacationers last month. 
J. Smith, G. E. Miller, P. R. Winscot, J. L. 
Baxter and C. S. Nevin spent their vacations 
at home. Gene Lewis spent his vaca- 
tion at North Platte and Ogallala and fished 
at Lake Ogallala and Lake McConaughy. 

. P. J. Garvey reported a very interest- 
ing trip visiting several states and various 
points of interest at the Grand Coulee Dam 
in Washington, the Ruth Copper Mines in 
Ruth, Nevada, visiting in Reno, Nevada, and 
spending some time in the Black Hills. . 

R. Green enjoyed his vacation fishing at 
Leech Lake, Minnesota. . . . C. W. Keester 
spent his vacation in Los Angeles, California. 
We still have a few vacation reports coming 
into the Switchroom, George Albury says he 
painted his house and rested, and John 
Loundenback is another stay-at-home vaca- 
tioner. Oliver Hoffman and his family went 
to Rockaway Beach in Missouri for some 
fishing and also took in the Ozarks, Bagnal 
Dam, Ondaga Cave, Jefferson City and 
Kansas City, Missouri. A. E. Dulin spent 
part of his time at Ogallala and the remain- 
ing part resting at home. George Ramsey 
and his family went to Yellowstone Park, 
and from all reports spent an enjoyable va- 
cation. Mae Regier has returned to 
work after having been off work several 
months due to an injured shoulder. 

Frank Tefft was operated on September 18, 
and at this time is reported to be doing 
fine. We want to wish him a speedy re- 
covery. Harry Palmquist is also on the sick 
list and we hope he will be able to return 
to work soon. . . . Have you ever wondered 
what it would be like to be a clown? Well, 
just ask Bob Stall. We hear that he handled 
the job nicely at the Bennet Horse Show re- 
cently and also helped out by selling pop. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 
It’s still vacation time with us and we’ve 
some very interesting trips to report again 
this month. Ralph Culver returned from the 
Black Hills with some tall and “fishy” tales, 


but he has convincing pictures as proof! 
Ralph is also showing an excellent picture 
of the faces on Mt. Rushmore. He took the 
picture with an ordinary camera from a dis- 
tance of about fifteen miles, but sunshine 
and other elements of nature were with him 
and he has plenty reason to be proud of the 
picture. Elsie Gill motored to Tennessee 
and Louisiana. K. Eno’s trip was to the 
usual spot, Minnesota—getting to a place 
for relief from hay fever, end some good 
fishing too. Merle Schneider visited rela- 
tives way’ down in North Carolina. L. A. 
Stacy spent one week at home rebuildinz his 
porch and replacing part of the foundation 
of his house, then drove to northeast Okla- 
homa near Pensacola Dam. He reports see- 
ing some beautiful scenery, and not wanting 
to forget his work completely he took a side 
trip to a pole treating plant at J oplin, Mis- 
souri. At home vacations were enjoyed by 
F. J. Barnett, A. W. Berglund, and yours 
truly. We are hearing about several honey- 
moon vacations too. Mrs. Leona DiPaolo 
and her husband motored to visit his folks 
in Philadelphia. They visited many places 
of interest in the East, shopped in New 
York City, saw the sights in Atlantic City 
and returned home by plane. Anne and 
Leo Rau spent their honeymoon in Denver. 
Don Nelson and his bride also chose Colo- 
rado for their wedding trip. Don says his 
old crate did a good job of getting them 
there and back safely. We have out 
our Help Wanted sign for still more help. 

C. E. Connors returned to work on 
September 7, after a session at Veterans’ 
Hospital for treatment of a back injury 
which he received during his 1947 vacation. 
We know he feels pretty uncomfortable with 
the body cast he must wear, and hope that 
he will soon be able to discard it... . We 
are very proud of our new Supply Office. 
The re-arrangements are almost completed 
and we hope to soon have the painting, etc. 
completed. We are eager to show off our 
new work room. Come up and see us 
sometime! 


Traffic Department 
Lincoln Operating Dept. 


Mary Orma2nd, Associate Editor 


As news time comes again we are being 
reminded on all sides that Summer has 
flown and Autumn is here. Vacations are 
fast drawing to a close and soon we expect 
to see the last of the sojourners back in 
their places. Mrs. Lahm nee Mickey 
Eilers was entertained at a miscellaneous 
shower by her room-mate, Ruth McCracken. 
All enjoyed a delightful evening at the close 
of which a delicious lunch was served. 

As Ina Ozenbaugh went about her routine 
duties one day, there resounded a thud when 
the plug on the cord of her supervisor’s 
headset fell out of the jack, which showed 
she must have travelled a long w2y, as we 
thought the length of the cord almost end- 
less. . . . We hear a lot about ‘“Apalachi- 
cola” whom we are supposed to believe is a 
dog and that its adoring owner is Dorothy 
Ann Adkisson, said dog havinz been brought 


from the country by Lillian Schafer. With 
all due respect we mention this bit of 
news and we feel sure the dog is a darling, 
but they’re not spoofing us one bit. We 
don’t believe he waits at the door to wag 
her welcome, no—we think he waits pa- 
tiently the long day through, sitting on her 
dresser with his little china ears tuned to 
the door! Lois Kohn and Ruth Mc- 
Cracken are among the latest ones to sur- 
prise us by wearing diamonds. . .. Late 
vacationers are Mickey Lahm, Hazel Neman, 
Iva May Upton, Veda Nichols, Mary Emer- 
son, Esther Borchers, Elaine Scovell, Marie 
Portsche, Ella Hensen, Mable Volpp, Ruth 
Goslin, and Della Wilcox. To account 
for news items which may be missing from 
this column, we wish to say the correspond- 
ent has also been among the vacationers, 
having spent a pleasant two weeks in Omaha 
and Iowa. Barbara Blockwitz was the 
honoree at a miscellaneous shower given 
by Phyllis Pawloski, Mary Stava and Mary 
Ormand. . . . If you happen to see a bump 
on Howard Smith’s head, do not be sur- 
prised, for it was the trolleys again, that 
hit him. Howard tries desperately to duck 
at the right time, but just doesn’t quite 
seem to make it every now and then. 
Trips to Florida in October makes one’s 
mind wander. The following conversation 
in a local shoe shop was heard: “Do you 
want steel cleats on the heels of your shoes?” 
queried the shoemaker. ‘Well, yes, I’m 
going clear to Florida and I'll be needing 
them,” was the answer. Dorothy’s face 
turned red as she realized what she had 
said—but too late—! The shoemaker and 
her friends have really teased Dottie about 
this surprising remark, and we await her 
return from Florida with anticipation to see 
if the cleats were really needed. Were you 
going to walk, Dorothy? . To come into 
the operating room minus a headset and to 
suffer the ensuing red face before the eyes 
of all is not pleasant which we know by ex- 
perience, and then, on top of it all, though 
we pleaded a distaste for writing news about 
one’s self, to be threatened with dire conse- 
quences if it didn’t appear in print, is just 
one of these things you have to do, or else. 
¥ Congratulations to John and Aletha 
Schulling who celebrated their 40th wedding 
anniversary last month. John was formerly 
manager at Raymond and Mrs. Schulling is 
Chief Operator-Cashier. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
By Betty Hansen and Marie Reinert 


Vacations in our Department are almost 
over, and everyone is back to the “ole grind” 
again. Mrs. Mary Tice spent her vacation 
at home with her son, Gary Lee. . . . Jean 
Hueppelhauser went to Colorado, and Marie 
Reinert enjoyed two weeks on the farm in 
Kansas. She visited relatives and friends 
and enjoyed fried chicken and lots of home 
made ice cream. She says the only trouble 
is that she had to help milk cows to get the 
ice cream. Berthamae Ward and 
Minnie Stieber celebrated birthdays this 
month. The cafeteria force entertained them 
at a party with ice cream and cake, and 
both received nice gifts. 
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Vey Warren of Beatrice, and a friend enjoy 
the scenic beauty at Timberlane Lodge at 
Mount Hood in the Pacific northwest. 


Southern District 


Wilma Stolzenburg, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


Florence Fruehling and Emma Lee King, 
Correspondents 


Vacations are still in full swing. George 
Demon in the Plant Department just re- 
turned and Louise Bennett of Traffic re- 
turned after vacationing at her home in 
Humboldt. . . . Here’s wishing a speedy re- 
covery to Gladys Neugebauer, Auburn night 
operator, who is in the Clarkson Hospital in 
Omaha. Frances Duryea took in the 
Fair at Humboldt, and that’s not the half 
of it, she’s sporting a new dark green Chev- 
rolet. A farewell party was held 
August 30 at the office for Mariella William- 
son, who resigned her position as cashier to 
become a “school girl.” She is going to school 
at Wesleyan. Good Luck, Mariella. ...A 
sparkler is the attraction on Orma Yocum’s 
third finger, left hand. Congratulations, 
Orma. ... There were two strangers around 
our Humboldt office, we thought, but if 
you look closely they were Mr. Haith, who 
had grown a mustache and side-burns, and 
Mary Meister, who had made an old fash- 
ioned dress and sun _ bonnet. They had 
joined the Whisker and Whiskeretts Club to 
help celebrate our Diamond Jubilee at Hum- 
boldt. Visitors at the Humboldt office dur- 
ing the Fair were Pear] Freeman, a former 
operator at Table Rock, and Mrs. Lucy 
Canty and Bina Seiler of Hiawatha, Kansas, 
who also are operators. 


Beatrice Area 


Shirley Koch and Norma J. Whittaker, 
Correspondents 


Vey Warren, Darlene Simpson, and Ruth 
Kiesow have returned from a three weeks 
vacation to Oregon and Washington. They 
report a wonderful time. Betty Puckett’s 
destination was Wyoming and California and 
Wilma Bethel enjoyed her ten day vacation 
at McCook. Mrs. Stanley says she had a 
nice time staying home, although we know 
she also visited friends in Auburn. , 
Mrs. Menke is back with us again. Glad to 
see you back. Marcella Will has fully re- 
cuperated and is back on the job after about 
a month of absence. The glare of 
the switchboard is not poor lighting, but 


Harriet Hummer’s beautiful diamond. Con- 
gratulations, Harriet! . . . Mrs. Flower is 
taking her toll course. . . . Robert Wenzel, 
Beatrice Plant, submitted to an appendec- 
tomy recently. Did you have a pretty nurse, 
Bob? . . . John Brockmeyer, and Mr. 
Dickenman are vacationing at present. We 
know that John went to Colorado to visit his 
daughter and husband, but Mr. Dickenman 
didn’t reveal his plans. . . . Norma Jean 
Whitteker spent a week in the Wymore of- 
fice relieving Milly Lane, the cashier... . 
We beg your pardon. It’s Milly Lloyd. 


Fairbury Area 
Marion Beasley, Correspondent 
Earl Schemmerhorn, Plant, has been on 
our sick list for two weeks having seriously 
cut his leg during a week-end fishing trip. 
_ , . Jeanne Lytton left recently for Long 
Beach, California, where she will spend her 


vacation visiting relatives.. . . Several girls 
from the Traffic Department visited the 
State Fair in Lincoln. . . . Miss Anna 


Seymour and Irene Combs visited the Traf- 
fic Department last week. 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

A lot of the employees are enjoying vaca- 
tions this month. In the Plant Department, 
Irby Halverstadt spent a restful time at 
home. Raymond Johnson and his wife were 
in Kansas; Colorado Springs and Estes Park, 
Colorado; Cheyenne, Wyoming; and western 
Nebraska sightseeing and fishing. Waldo 
Harrington and his wife visited relatives in 
Welch, Oklahoma. Tyler Ryan and Bill 
Eckles wielded the dust rags and mops in 
his absence. In the Traffic Department, 
Clara Costello was kept busy during her 
vacation visiting relatives and friends over 
the state. Goldie Thompson had a wonder- 
ful time visiting her daughter in Longmont, 
Colorado. Wanda Remmers, the Assistant 
Chief Operator, is on vacation, but we 
haven’t heard anything from her yet. Jerrie 
Murphy of the Commercial Department is 
planning to get a lot of work done during 
her vacation, we’ll wait and see. Miriam 
Carter of the Traffic Department is plan- 
ning to Journey to Kokomo and Indianapo- 
lis, Indiana, when her vacation starts Sep- 
tember 24. . Dorothy Agena of the 
Traffic Department was bridesmaid for her 
sister who was married recently. 
Emma Lee King, the new cashier at Hum- 
boldt, had a week’s training at Tecumseh 
during the week of August 30. . . . Mary 
Kalin attended her sister’s wedding at St. 
Anthony’s Church in Steinauer, and tells 
us she caught the bridesmaid’s bouquet. 
That’s a new one, isn’t it? The girls 
at the office attended a shower given in 
honor of Lois Mahoney, September 12th, 
at the Community Building. . . . Mary 
Kalin and Jerrie Murphy had fun at a picnic 
Monday evening, September 13. 


Wilber Area 


Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Miller and daughter, 
Sharon Kay, spent their vacation sight see- 
ing in Denver, Colorado, and vicinity, also 


visiting relatives at Greeley. . . . Anna 
Seymour and Irene Combs were recent vis- 
itors. . . . George Brock spent the week 


end in Columbus visiting George’s father, 


Yellowstone Park was the vacation destina- 
tion of Ileta Mumford of the Beatrice Traffic 
Department, shown here enjoying the com- 
pany of a friend. 


who is convalescing at the hospital, and also 
visited with other relatives. . . . Jim All- 
dritt and wife spent an enjoyable two weeks 
with relatives in Gooding and Boise, Idaho. 
Let Jim tell you the tall tales. . . . Doro- 
thea Heckman and friend, Frances Brusna- 
han, of Lincoln had a good time in Colorado, 
taking in all the scenic spots of Estes Park, 
Denver, and vicinity. The only objection 
Dorothea says, it was too hot and dry... . 
Alice Peters, Friend C. O., started on her 
vacation September 20, going first to Kil- 
gore and from there no one knows. Hotilda 
Eurich also starts September 20 and no 
plans as to what she is going to do. Bet 
she stays right at home. ... Oh my yes, the 
gang surprised Ed Massie and his wife on 
their 19th anniversary, September 3rd, with 
a covered dish supper. . . Droppers-in at 
our Friend office recently were Miss Har- 
mon, Miss Metcaif and Mr. Andrews. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 


Velma Garland and Jeannine Monson, 
Correspondents 


Hazel Drummond of the Geneva Traffic 
Department is back on the job after a two 
weeks vacation with friends and relatives. 

Bill Minich of the Plant Department 
spent part of his vacation at home and 
then he and his family visited in Colorado. 
bs Mrs. Martha Hoppens is spending her 
two weeks vacation at home. 


Hastings Area 
Helen Simons, Correspondent 

Vacations are still the talk of the hour in 
the Hastings Traffic Department. Charlotte 
Keller and Margaret Gerloff spent their va- 
cations at home and attended the State Fair 
at Lincoln. Lois Frown also spent her 
vacation at home and then went to Lincoln 
to use up the remainder of her vacation. ... 
Betty Magee, Patricia Harkins, Erma Keen- 
an, and Olive Hess also spent their vacations 
at home. Caroline Lamps went to 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to spend her vaca- 
tion. . . . Moreane Alldritt spent her vaca- 
tion in Iowa, fishing. We haven’t heard, 
but did the big one get away, Moreane? . 


it 18 fie - 


Maybe Moreane should have taken Marie 
Pearson, Hastings Chief Operator, and let 
her fish because Marie spent quite a bit of 
time fishing and didn’t catch anything but 
a suntan. Miss Pearson spent her vacation 
in the western states, starting here, going 
through Colorado and then into Wyoming 
and on up to Washington. . . . Mr. and 
Mrs. Lyle Piper and their son went to 
Colorado to enjoy their vacations and from 
what we hear they had a wonderful time. 
. . . Mrs. Compton was also one of the 
many who enjoyed their vacations in Colo- 
rado.... Mrs. Belle Meester, Hastings Night 
Chief Operator, enjoyed her vacation visit- 
ing her daughter in Portland, Oregon... - 
Joanne Redinger and Eva Belle Ross went 
to Wichita during Joanne’s vacation. .. . 
Lola Shuler spent part of her vacating seeing 
the rodeo in Cheyenne, Wyoming. ... Mrs. 
Bott spent her vacation at home. . . . It is 
likely that Rosetta Habben will ask for an- 
other vacation this year because she was ill 
almost all of her vacation. We all sympa- 
thize with you, Rosetta. Better luck next 
summer! .. . Jessie VanTrump spent her 
vacation visiting friends at Superior, Ne- 
braska. She informs us that the most won- 
derful thing that happened to her during her 
vacation was that she caught up on her 
sleep. Jessie works nights. . . . Bette Hud- 
son and Cecile Simons have just completed 
their toll training. Billie Steffin and Donna 
Johnson are just beginning their toll train- 
ing. . .. A Hastings woman was very 
insistent in wanting to talk to the Wire 
Chief after office hours, and this is said to 
be her plea, “It says right here in the tele- 
phone book that the Wire Chief’s number is 
559 and I want to send a wire,” she was then 
directed to the Western Union Telegraph 
Office. . . We wish to extend our con- 
gratulations to Carolyn Wintermute on her 
engagement and forthcoming marriage in 
October... . Erline Witt is working in the 
Commercial Dept. as Mrs. Herzog is on 
vacation. 
Superior Area 


Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 


Mrs. Robinson spent her vacation at 
home. . .- Mrs. Yetter and her husband 
vacationed in Colorado. . Beth Thomp- 
son is spending her vacation in Washington. 
Clara Mae Chambers has also been on vaca- 
tion. . . Mrs. and Mr. Frank Kubat are 
visiting on the West Coast. 


York Area 


June Henning, Correspondent 


Hi ya’ All! Vacations are nearly over 
end everyone is trying to settle down to 
work again. . Luree McCarthy has gone 
to Memphis, Tennessee, and down into the 
heart of Texas. Helen Garner and 
Hattie Marquardt are spending their vaca- 
tions at home. Mrs. Genevieve Graff 
+s our new instructor and Doris Burney is 
her first student. Our “Roy Rogers” 
is spending his three weeks vacation in 
Colorado and Oklahoma. I wonder if he 
took Trigger or do we have the wrong 
Rogers? Kenny Hultquist is spending 
his vacation with the folks in Stromsburg 
end McCook. 
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a Ee ar The day was waitin and the coo! 
) Arlene Zabel combines a bit of 


icokes tasted good to Norma 
Bailey and Betty Hinman. 


stra Fam Enjous Week-end Outing 


Relaxing after a dip in the lake » 
are Betty Hinman, Lorraine Wil-  _ 
®liams and Jean Marchand. 


sree 
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ere We Come’ was the theme song 


of the girls’ softball team as the Lincoln league slug- 
gers journeyed to that resort spot for a week-end of 
fun and relaxation following the close of the current 
season. Bob Wohlberg of Lincoln Traffic very gener- 
ously provided his very nice cabin as the scene of 
activities and what with boating, swimming and other 
pastimes the girls had themselves a time with a steak 
fry on Sunday afternoon among the highlights. The 
pictures were taken by Georgia Smith and Jean Mar- 
chand to whom we say “many thanks.” In case you're 
wondering, the “News reporters were not among 


‘those present (durn it). 


up on Dar-; 


Somebody sneaked 
lene Johannes as she cooled her 


tootsies in the water. 


, ner tubes. Anyway the dip was 
* fun. 


Georgia Smith and Lotraine Wik 
liams look like they are having 
fun and, by a not too strange 
“| coincidence, that's just what 8 


~~ they are doing. 


Some aquatic activities 
-on the lake absorb the 
attention of Genevieve 


~ Griffin. "" i. 
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I CEILING WITH A BROOM. AFTER A FEW 
ENTHUSIASTIC POKES THE CEILING 

A SUDDENLY GAVE. WAY- AND THE HANDLE 
OF THE BROOM DISAPPEARED INTO THE 

DARK RECESSES OF HE ATTIC. 
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HARLAN CANE, ENGINEERING, WENT ON A WEEK-END TRIP WITH SOME FRIENDS, 
LEAVING HS OWN CAR AT HOME. WHILE HE WAS GONE 4 PHEASANT FLEW TakoUGH ( 
THE PANE IN HI GARAGE DOOR, . IN 115 FRANTIC EFFORTS To ESCAPE , DURING ITS 
LONG IMPRISONMENT THE BIRD CLHWED MOST OF THs FINISH OFF OF HARLRN'S BRAND 
NEWCAR. HARLAN WHS SO MAD WHEN HE SAW LOHAT HAPPENED THAT HE CHASED 
THE PHEASANT AWAY BEFORE HE THOUGHT OF THE GRIM SATISFACTION HE 
_HOULD HAVE HAD IN EATING IT. 
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; Rowe |] BULGES. . AFTER SCARING HIMSELF IN THE MIRROR , HE 
ATTEMPTED TO REMOVE THE DISGUISE AND FOUND THAT ONE 
EYE GROW WAS GLUED TIGHTER To THE PLASTER THAN IT 
| WAS 10 HIS FOREHEAD. IT CAME OFF INTACT WITH THE asa | 
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Winner biven in Honor of John H. Agee 


OHN H. AGEE, who retired on Au- 


gust 1 as the Company’s vice-presi- 
dent and general manager, was the guest 
of honor at a dinner held at the Lincoln 
Country Club on October 8. The occa- 
sion was attended by officers of our 
Company and other telephone com- 
panies throughout the United States, 
representatives of the United States In- 
dependent Telephone Association and 
state telephone associations, as well as 
business and civic leaders with whom 
Mr. Agee has been associated during 
his distinguished career in the telephone 
field. Also attending were Mrs. Agee, 


Mrs. Thomas C. Woods and Mrs. B. I. 
Noble. 


President Thomas C. Woods presided 
as toastmaster and introduced the three 
principal speakers of the evening all of 
whom spoke in the highest terms of 
Mr. Agee’s achievements both as a 
business executive and civic leader. 
Frank H. Woods, founder of our Com- 
pany and Chairman of the Board of 


Directors spoke on the subject “John 


Agee’s Contribution to the Company.” 
He was followed by R. A. Phillips, 
president of the Central Telephone 
Company and past president of the 
U.S.LT.A., who paid tribute to Mr. 
Agee’s significant efforts in behalf of 
the telephone industry. R. E. Camp- 
bell, president of Miller and Paine and 
former mayor of Lincoln, praised Mr. 
Agee’s splendid record as a leader and 
active worker in civic and community 
activities. His subject was “Mr. Agee’s 
Contribution to the Community.” 


Mr. Agee responded with character- 
istic modesty and undertook to mini- 
mize what he had done and to give 
credit to those with whom he has been 
associated for the accomplishments for 
which he had been cited. He and Mrs. 
Agee were presented with a silver serv- 
ing tray by the Company’s Board of 
Directors with the presentation being 
made by President Woods. 


Out-of-town guests were: 


Richard W. Agee, Omaha 
Howard H. Agee, Omaha 


~sif 2 He 


Clyde Burge, Beatrice 
Lahman V. Bower, Chicago 
C. N. Beaver, York 

Joe Cruse, Omaha 

Hon. Carl T. Curtis, Minden 
G. E. Codington, Auburn 
D. M. Davis, Aurora 

Will Green, Abilene, Kansas 
Ted Gary, Chicago 

Charles Hildebrand, York 

E. C. Hunt, Blair 

Ben Hughes, Seward 

Ted Hughes, Seward 

Will R. Johnson, Omaha 

H. C. Johnston, Superior 
A. A. Lowman, Omaha 
Clarence L. Landen, Omaha 
Herbert Lello, Chicago 
Lynn Lloyd, Chicago 

F. R. Mullen, Omaha 

J. R. McCloud, York 

Ed 8. Miller, Omaha 

C. D. Manning, Chicago 

P. J. Mullin, Friend 

Frank Matthews, Omaha 
Tracy J. Peycke, Omaha 
Harry Porter, Omaha 

Wm. C. Ramsey, Omaha 
Roy W. Siemund, Chicago 
A. L. Turner, Omaha 

John H. Wright, Jamestown, N. Y. 
Hugh Wallace, Omaha 
Frank H. Woods, Jr., Chicago 
L. P. Young, Hastings 


As this picture was taken, President 
Thomas C. Woods, standing, had just con- 
cluded the presentation of a_ beautiful 
silver serving tray to Mr. and Mrs. Agee 
on behalf of the Company’s Board of 
Directors. Appearing in the picture, left 
to right, are Mrs. Agee, Frank H. Woods, 
Mr, Agee and Thomas C. Woods. 


Pawnee C1 ty Becomes 


122nd L. T. 


On November 1, the Pawnee Tele- 
phone Company officially became a part 
of The Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company, and the books were 
closed on the affairs of one of the 
oldest independent companies in Ne- 
braska. The inclusion of this property 
adds about 700 telephones to the climb- 
ing total of subscribers, and brings the 
number of exchanges to 122. 

The controlling interest in the Paw- 
nee City exchange was purchased by our 
Company more than two years ago, but 
it has been operated as a separate unit 
under its original identity until this 
time, pending the completion of the 
necessary details toward its becoming an 
integral part of our organization. Dur- 
ing the interim the exchange has been 
undergoing the first phase of an exten- 
sive program of modernization and re- 
pair with the ultimate view of convert- 
ing the exchange to dial operation. 

The Pawnee Telephone Company 


The first dial type telephones used in Ne- 
braska were the ‘Nationals’ which employed 
a Calling device somethina like a_ coffee 
grinder, the number being obtained by turn- 
ing a crank until the desired digit appeared 
in a peep hole. 


Three of the first dial switches in Nebraska 
were installed at Pawnee City in 1898. The 
switches established connections by means of 
rotating wipers and were unlike any appara- 
tus now used in this industry. A manual 
board replaced the dial system after only 
a few weeks trial. 


oF T’ Exchange 


was organized in January, 1898, with J. 
W. Bullard as president and George E. 
Becker as secretary-manager. Independ- 
ent telephony was largely in the experi- 
mental stage in those days and the build- 
ing of exchanges by local talent was 
accomplished mostly through the pro- 
cess of trial and error. Several systems 
for automatic or machine switching were 
then on the market, though none of 
them, including the Strowger, were 
tested well enough to give concrete 
assurance of their stability and scope. 
Mr. Becker became convinced that an 
automatic system would be the most 
economical and satisfactory for his ex- 
change, and a contract was placed for 
an installation of one known as the 
‘National Automatic,” which seemed to 
be furnishing service with glowing suc- 
cess at Beloit and Concordia, Kansas. 


The spring and summer of 1898 were 
filled with experiences for the officers 
of the Pawnee Company, not to men- 
tion generous portions of woe and 
misery. But finally came the day when 
the new dial equipment was cut into 
service, and the proud telephone 
pioneers surveyed the fruits of their 
labor. It was the first automatic tele- 
phone exchange in the State of Ne- 
braska and independent backers from 
near and far were watching the “experi- 
ment” with extreme interest. The 
“National” employed a calling device 
fashioned somewhat like a_ coffee 
grinder, the number being obtained by 
turning the crank until the desired 
digit appeared in a peep hole. The 
switches established connections by 
means of rotating wipers, and were un- 
like any type of apparatus now used in 


Above, the exchange building at Pawnee 
City and, below, Manager Dan Smith and 
Chief Operator Cecile Morehead. 


telephony. It soon became apparent 
that the system which had worked so 
well in Kansas was giving a dismal 
performance at Pawnee City and among 
other limitations, the exchange could 
only accommodate 100 lines. It was 
outgrown before a fair trial could be 
given and was discarded after a few 
weeks, to be replaced by a manual ex- 
change. 

George E. Becker was the active head 
of the company until his death several 
years ago. He was succeeded by his 
son, Maurice, who served as manager 
until the sale of the company in July, 
1946. At that time E. J. Flowerday was 
transferred from Humboldt and _ re- 
mained as manager until his selection as 
wire chief at Hastings last April, when 
Dan Smith, formerly ot Wymore, 
assumed charge of the exchange. 


Eighty-five Years of Service 


Bert R. Overcash, Lincoln service engineer, celebrated his forty-fifth service anniversary 
last month and was presented with the 45 year service emblem by Merle M. Hale, general 
commercial superintendent. Present at the ceremony left to right are A. B. Waters, area 
commercial manager, Mr. Hale, Mr. Overcash, K. B. Cary, district commercial manager, and 


L. P. Schlentz, sales manager. 


HEN, in the course of human 

events, the 40th or 45th anniver- 
sary rolls around, it should be taken as 
conclusive proof that a man and his 
job have a mutual attraction for each 
other. Otherwise, somewhere in the 
long span of years there surely would 
have been a parting of the ways. So it 
would seem unnecessary to ask either 
D. C. “Doc” Wilson or Bert Overcash 
if they like the telephone business, for 
collectively they have just completed a 
string of 85 years in the industry. 

The varied experiences of Doc and 
Bert cover nearly the entire field of 
telephony and many developments of 
the first magnitude have made their 
appearance during their careers. In the 
early days, for instance, the telephone 


At a fitting ceremony held last month in Hastings, District Manager L. P. Young pre- 
senied D. C. Wilson, district wire chief, with the forty year service emblem. The presenta- 
tion was witnessed by Floyd Crewdson, Jim Dudgeon, Mr. Young, Mr. Wilson, Wire Chief 
E. J. Flowerday, Ralph Wait, H. O. Wentink and Clarence Schleufer, pictured left to righi. 


repeater was the operator, herself, who 
relayed the message onward from the 
central point of a long call. Being 
trained as general telephone practi- 
tioners, few phases of the industry have 
eluded the personal attention of Doc or 
Bert at some time or other. 

Mr. Wilson was presented with his 
40 year pin by District Manager L. P. 
Young, at a recent dinner at the Clarke 
Hotel, Hastings. He was employed in 
May, 1908, by the Nebraska Telephone 
Company at Lincoln, and was trans- 
ferred to the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company with other Bell 
personnel in April, 1912. He has served 
as an installer, troubleman, combina- 
tionman, wire chief, lineman, switch- 
boardman, switchboard foreman, equip- 


af 


ment toreman and district inspector. 
During the war he acted as district plant 
manager during a critical period, and 
was made district wire chief, his present 
position, in September, 1945. 

Mr. Overcash was honored in a cere- 
mony in the Lincoln business office last 
month, when M. M. Hale, general com- 
mercial superintendent, presented him 
with his 45 year emblem. Bert appeared 
on the telephone scene in August, 1903, 


when he took over the responsibility of 
the Dorchester exchange as manager 
for the Nebraska Bell Company. Three 
years later he went to Crete as manager 
and was briefly on the payroll of the 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany when the Bell properties were 
purchased in 1912. They were sold to 
the Crete Telephone Company in 1914, 
and Mr. Overcash was retained by that 
Company as manager until June, 1915, 
when he returned to Dorchester as 
special agent. He was a solicitor at 
Beatrice, manager at Beaver Crossing 
and wire chief and manager at Seward 
before coming into Lincoln as com- 
binationman in 1920. In Lincoln he 
has held the positions of testman, record 
clerk, sales representative, salesman, 
area commercial representative and, in 
April, 1946, was promoted to service 
engineer, which position he now holds. 


—— 


McDowell Heads Pioneer 


Social Committee 
Waldo J. McDowell, of the Lincoln 


business office, has been appointed to 
succeed to the chairmanship of the 
Pioneer social committee, a post va- 
cated by J. S. Jackson, whose long siege 
of illness made it impossible for him 
to assume the duties of the office. The 
announcement was made by President 
O. L. Sturtevant on October 20. 

The committee has always been con- 
sidered as one of prime importance, and 
upon it, in a large measure, hinges the 
success or failure of the Chapter as a 
whole. Mr. McDowell’s experience and 
accomplishments in connection with 
the Minstrel Show last spring made him 
a very logical choice to take over the 
reins of the coming Pioneer social sea’ 
son. First on the agenda are two area 
parties scheduled for Hastings and 


David City. 


Chest X-Rays Added To 
Employee Health Program 


‘Pee employee group health program 
was bolstered by an added feature 
this fall when chest X-rays were made 
available through the personnel depart- 
ment. The portable unit of the State 
Department of Health was parked for 
several days on the lot adjoining the 
general office building at Lincoln, and 
more than 450 employees took advan- 
tage of the invitation to have their 
“innards” photographed. In the ordi 
nary cross-section of groups who have 
made use of this service about three 
percent have been found with positive 
traces of lung infection in varying de- 
grees, but our telephone people proved 
themselves of exceptional stock, for 
not a single case of tuberculosis, either 
passive or active, was discovered in the 
films. The value of the service was 
brought to light, though, by the timely 
detection of a case of incipient virus 
pneumonia which, had it progressed 
much further, might have led to un- 


happy consequences. 

The other two health services which 
have been offered in the past through 
the personnel department are anti-flu 
shots and the distribution of vitamin 
pills. As evidence that employees are 
convinced of the value of both these 
health measures, about 100,000 vitamin 
capsules are ordered each year, while 
the response to the opportunity to re- 
ceive the influenza vaccine found 416 
employees baring their arms to the 
needle last year. 

The vaccine is not intended to pre- 
vent colds, as some believe, but has 
been found to be very successful in re- 
ducing the number of cases, or the 
severity of attacks, of influenza. As in 
other vaccines there is often a definite 
reaction which, in some instances, may 
be uncomfortable for a period of six 
to eight hours. It is a false illness which 
May appear as a sore arm, fever, or a 
few aches and pains. This, of course, 
can't be compared with the days of ill- 
ness and discomfort, not to mention the 
danger, which usually accompany a bout 
with the flu. 

The vitamin capsules are purchased 
in large quantities at a very reduced 
rate and are dispensed through the per- 
sonnel department at no further charge. 
They are, of course, made available for 
use only by employees and members of 
their immediate families. 

Lulu Kloepper, personnel secretary, seated, 
assists Evelyn Vinkenberg and Mary Stava 


of the Lincoln Traffic Department with the 
details of registration, 


Awaiting their turn outside the State’s 
mobile x-ray unit are Don Aydelott, Floyd 
Barnett, Arthur Sharp, Roland Delaney and 
A. E. Linden, 


TUBERCULOSIS SURVEY 


State of Nebraska 


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


New Lincoln Directory 
Tops ‘em All 


i lea largest telephone directory ever 

published by the Company was de- 
livered in Lincoln this month, its 264 
pages topping the last issue by 12 pages 
of which 10 were classified. There were 
48.000 copies printed by the State 
Journal, an increase of 2,000 over the 
March issue. A net station increase of 
1,162 was experienced since the last 
book was printed. 

Howard Spahnle, directory compila- 
tion supervisor, and his department 
force really had their work cut out for 
them in compiling the edition. Not 
only was it larger but the entire alpha- 
betical section was reset in new 8 point 
type which is slightly larger than before 
and much easier to read. Compare it 
with the classified section and see the 
difference for yourself. Mr. Spahnle 
tells us that the yellow pages will be 
reset for the next issue too. 

By the way, if you have a little time 
on your hands some day take a few 
minutes and look through your direc- 
tory. Maybe you've already done this 
but if you haven't you may be sur- 
prised at the information the book con- 
tains. In the Lincoln book, for in- 
stance, in addition to calling instructions 
you will find general information about 
the Company’s service and long distance 
rates in the first five pages. In the back 
of the book you will find civic facts, 
a street guide and map of the city to- 
gether with postal information and if 
you're like some drivers we know you 
may even keep yourself out of jail by 
digesting the traffic regulations, cour- 
tesy of the Lincoln Police Department. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Ars. Minnie May Curttright, mother of 
Nellie Curttright of the Nebraska City Traffic 
Department, passed away at her home at 
Nemaha, Nebraska, October 12. Funeral 
services were held October 14 in Nemaha. 

Mrs. Sophia Kubat, mother of Frank Kubat, 
Area Manager at Superior, died October 18. 
Funeral services were held October 21 In 
Crete, with burial in Lincoln. 

Mr. William C. Hodge, father of Leland 

y: "| . P . 
Hodge, Wire Chief at Beatrice, passed away 
in Lincoln on October 22. Funeral services 
were held October 26 in Lincoln. 


Nice Letters from Customers 
USTOMERS appreciate good serv- 
ice, especially when it is coupled 
with that little extra personalized effort 
on the part of employees that is so im- 


Wanda Tucker 


Lillian Bader 


portant in making friends for the Com- 
pany. Wanda Tucker of Lincoln Traffic 
made a friend for herself and for the 
Company last month for a fine piece 
of work in attempting to complete a toll 
call under difficult circumstances. F. V. 


Tilton of Fairbanks, Morse and Com- 
pany was attempting to reach his daugh- 
; _ ok ch, Ee “ ‘ 
ter who was delayed in Salt Lake City 
during a plane flight to Lincoln. Al 
though the call was not completed, he 
was so impressed by the efforts made 
by the operator that he wrote a highly 
complimentary letter to the Company 
in which he concluded: 

“The operator did a wonderful job trying 
to get in touch with my daughter and when 
she couldn't she continued to get all the facts 
regarding the flight. She left my connection 
open all the time which proved to me that 
she knew just what she was after by the con- 
versation that was going on. Such operators 
are to be commended and I was very happy 
over the service she rendered.” 

Another letter was received by Lillian 
Bader, Nebraska City chief operator, 
from the Cornhusker Company, Inc., in 
which appreciation was expressed for 
the fine service of the Nebraska City 
operating department. Miss Ardis V. 
Yates of the Cornhusker Company 
wrote: 

“Since the Cornhusker Company office in 
Nebraska City is to be closed I am taking 
this means to say “IThanks’ to you, the local 
operators and especially the long distance 
operators who have been most helpful to me 
in placing and receiving calls. I appreciate 
their courtesies and efforts, all of which 
helped to make things run more smoothly for 
me. So please tell the girls thanks for me. 
You can be proud of your girls and take a 
bow yourself for it is your supervision and 
training that makes efficient operators.” 


Mr. Agee Receives U. 5. I. T. A. Citation 


APS important feature of the annual 
~“ convention of the United States 
Independent Telephone Association 
held last month in Chicago was the 
presentation of a written tribute to 
John H. Agee. The presentation was 
made on the occasion of his retirement 
as a member of the Association’s Board 
of Directors after a continuous service 
of 22 years. The tribute related his im- 
portant accomplishments and offices 
and contained these paragraphs: 


“The members of the United States 
Independent Telephone Association are 
grateful to him for his long term of 
faithful service to the best interests of 
this organization. His unusual ability, 
unfailing loyalty, innate honesty and 
fairness in dealing with his associates 
and with problems confronting him 


have always commanded for him the 
high esteem and friendly respect of all 
who know him. 


“While Mr. Agee has played such 
an important part in the achievements 
of his own Company and of our Asso- 
ciation as well as the many interests 
with which he has been identified, yet 
he abounds in those attributes which 
characterize the calmest, the humblest, 
the easiest to approach. He is a man 
whom we all instinctively respect and 
admire. He is a kindly, gracious, Chris- 
tian gentleman.” 


Vice-President B. I. Noble was ap- 
pointed to the position on the Board 
of the U.S.I.T.A. vacated by Mr. Agee’s 
retirement. He also was elected as a 
director of the Independent Telephone 
Pioneer Association. 


Many Fine Suggestions Received in October 


R. C. Boling 
Lincoln 


E. J. Flowerday 
Hastings 


Suggestions which were submitted by 
Carl H. Mischnick, E. J. Flowerday, 
Ray C. Boling and Welton Grant re- 
ceived favorable and were 
awarded substantial bonuses by the 
Committee in their meeting in lat 
October. It was remarked, in issuing 
the awards, that every one of the sug- 
gestions concerned an improved method 
for performing work which was closely 
related to the particular job of the 
employee who submitted it. 


action 


In the order listed above, the sugges- 
tions covered a method for eliminating 
a hazard caused by the proximity of 
ladder points to the driver's seat in 


heavy service and construction trucks,— 
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Welton Grant 
Lincoln 


Carl Mischnick 
Lincoln 


a cloth bag to protect self contained 
handsets from dirt and scratches while 
being carried in trucks,—a new and 
simplified table for pole classification, 


and a tool to assist in the use of an 


electric drill, primarily designed to re- 
lieve the operator of excessive weight 
while drilling holes in ceilings. 

The receipt of this group of sugges 
tions, all of which were of unusual 
merit, reiterates the value of the sugges- 
tion system from both the standpoint 
of the employee and of the Company, 
and proves again that the most fertile 
field for worthwhile ideas for improve- 
ment of methods and service is that in 
which the employee is most familiar,— 
his or her own job. 
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New Policy for the News 


E’RE wondering if you noticed 
some changes made last month in 
the News. Bet you didn’t. 

Well, they aren’t too important pos- 
sibly but we wanted you to know what 
was going on anyway. They were made 
because of certain advantages which we 
would gain in publishing the magazine. 

Briefly, the changes consist princi- 
pally of widening the columns slightly 
and of eliminating certain duplications. 
For instance, we formerly carried stories 
of marriages, births, deaths, transfers, 
new employees and other regular de- 
partments both under “Personalities in 
the News” and in separate departments 
in other sections of the magazine. Here- 
after such information will be confined 
to individual departments and will not 
appear in the “Personalities” pages. 

The changes seemed logical and have 
the definite advantage of making space 
available for a greater variety of stories. 
Wider columns permit us to make pic- 
tures a little larger also. 


Our Front Cover 
JE have published several pictures of 
Company lines and almost every 
time we have been the innocent insti- 
gator of arguments concerning the 
locale of the scene. In one or two in- 
stances the pictures had been taken a 
number of years ago and we didn’t 
know ourselves where the shots were 
made and so were unable to quell the 
verbal barrages. 
This month, however, we're pleased 
to announce that our picture is a brand 
new one taken only last month between 


Nebraska City and Auburn. Bud-Eden 
of the Engineering Department was 
taking a family jaunt one Sunday and 
thought that the view with the back- 
drop of a segent of Nebraska’s bumper 
corn crop would be most apropos for 
the News. We certainly agree and 
thank him for remembering us as well 
as for his usual fine photography. 


Old Slant on “New Look” 


The girls of the gay nineties had their 
clothes problems, too, according to 
Telephony. One manager went on 


record as prohibiting the operators to 
wear dresses that swept the floor. Their 
tears and protests did not sway him. 
“Long dresses stir up too much dust,” 
he stated, “and dust is not good for the 
equipment.” 


Birthday and Going-away Parties 


Birthday and “going-away” parties 
were held by groups of Lincoln em- 
ployees recently. In the picture above 
we see the folks who operate the Lin- 
coln cafeteria holding a bit of an im- 
promptu celebration on Bertha Mae 
Ward's birthday. (She wouldn't tell us 
which one). Clockwise around tables 
starting at left are Nelle Stump, Nora 
Kelly, Minnie Stieber, Marie Reinert, 
Mary Tice, Miss Ward, Susie Norris, 
Betty Hansen, Marcia Watson, cafeteria 
matron and Mabel Fisher. 


Engineering Department employees 
are pictured below as they gatherd to 
bid farwell to Elsie Powell just prior to 
her departure to become Mrs. Ed Kassik. 
Elsie received a beautiful gift as an ex- 
pression of the good wishes of her fel- 
low workers. Left to right, Harlan 
Cane, T. E. Risser, H. J. Soderholm, 
Ed Brehm, Lloyd Lyne, Gene Schrank, 
Don Swanson, Roger Ghormley, Mrs. 
Kassik, Frances Koontz, B. A. Isaman 
and Vic Musselman. 
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Bertha Anderson 


Emma Lee King 


Martha E. Panter 


Asst. Chief Opr. Cashier Service Rep. 
za Superior ‘ Humboldt Lincoln 
Commercial Lois Martin, A&L operator to NA&L opera- 


Emma Lee King, A@L operator, Traffic, to 
cashier, Humboldt. 

Martha E. Panter, clerk to service represen- 
tative, Lincoln. 

Plant 

Eugene W. Burchess, lineman, Construction, 
to combinationman, Service, Hastings. 

Phillip Eckles, lineman, Construction to com- 
binationman, Service, Tecumseh. 

Vance E. Embrey, combinationman, Hast- 
ings, to chief tester, York. 

Carl P. Franzen, groundman, Hastings, to 
combinationman, Tecumseh. 

Carroll M. Fuller, switchboardman to com- 
binationman, Hastings. 

Duane Grove, groundman to combination- 
man, Sutton. 


Arthur Higgins, 
Construction. 


groundman to. lineman, 


Robert L. Hohnstein, groundman to com- 
binationman, Service, Lincoln. 


Ralph Hromadke, groundman to lineman, 
Hastings. 

C. W. Keester, combinationman to tester, 
Service, Lincoln. 

Raymond L. Martin, groundman to con- 
struction driver, Construction. 

Robert McDowell, frameman to switchman, 
Service, Lincoln. 

Everett B. Morrow, groundman to combin- 
ationman, Hastings. 

Harry Rogers, groundman to lineman, Con- 
struction. 

Erman Wheatscraft, groundman to combina- 
tionman, Fairbury. 


Traffic 

Bertha Anderson, A&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Superior. 

Elizabeth Benda, NA&L operator to A@L 
operator, Wymore. 

Zella Edwards, A operator to A@L oper- 
ator, Wymore. 

Sarah E. Flower, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Beatrice. 

Bethal Folk, A operator to A_ supervisor, 
Beatrice. 

Betty Hudson, A operator to A@L operator, 
Hastings. 


tor, Wymore. 

Mabel McNulty, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Superior. 

Elizabeth Rohlfing, A operator to A&éL 
operator, Fairbury. 


Helen Sexton, L operator to NL operator, 
Lincoln. 


Patricia J. Shafer, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Superior. 

Cecile Simons, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Hastings. 


Doris Smith, A operator to A&L operator, 
Auburn. 


Frances Steele, A operator to A&L operator, 
Wymore. 


Shirley Stoll, A€&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Wymore. 


Marilyn Thorson, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, Wahoo. 


Marjorie G. Vrana, NA&L operator to A&L 


operator, Lincoln. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 
October: 

Primary members: W. J. McDowell, 
Lincoln Commercial, $10.00; Maxine L. 
Pointer, Lincoln Traffic, $10.00; Gladys 
Neugebauer, Auburn Traffic, $222.50; 
Clara E. VanMatre, Ashland Traffic, 
$10.00; F. L. Tefft, Lincoln Service, 
$297.50; Donabelle Budler, Hastings 
Traffic, $31.00; Jessie A. Van Trump, 
Hastings Traffic, $207.50; T. G. Gold- 
enstein, Construction, $39.70; Dorothy 
Nelson, Lincoln Traffic, $22.50; Ardis 
Burhoop, York Traffic, $45.35; Alma 
D. Reddick, Lincoln Traffic, $64.13; 
Meta B. Rice, Hastings Traffic, $230.00. 

Dependents: Dianne Husing, Tecum- 
seh, $21.75; Mrs. M. W.. Franklin, 
Lincoln, $12.50; Mrs. F. M. Strasser, 
Lincoln, $148.13; H. Stephen Spahnle, 
Lincoln, $26.25. 


The surprise wedding of Mary Dietrich 
and Kenneth Boshart, both employees of the 
Accounting Department, took place on Oc 
tober 16 in Omaha at the Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church. After a honeymoon in 
the Ozarks, the couple will reside in Lincoln. 


Dorothy Farris, Osceola Traffic Depart- 
ment, became the bride of Dale Sterup on 
September 26 at the Methodist Church in 
Stromsburg. Mrs. Sterup has resigned her 
position to become a homemaker. 


Harriet Hummer of the Beatrice Traffic 
Department and Carl G. Lipps of Fairbury 
were united in marriage on October 15 at 
the First Christian Church in Beatrice. The 
couple will reside in Fairbury. 


Geraldine Burge of the Accounting De- 
partment became the bride of Lorenz Loren- 
zen on October 1 at Grace Lutheran Church 
in Lincoln. Mrs. Lorenzen will continue her 
work. 


Ruth Carstens, operator at Beatrice, and 
John McDown were united in marriage on 
October 9 at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Beatrice. Mrs. McDown is continuing her 
work. 


The marriage of Shirley Pentico, Account- 
ing Department, and Dick Bauer of the 
Lincoln Service Department was solemnized 
on October 24 at the United Brethren Evan- 
gelical Church in Lincoln. The couple is 
residing in Lincoln. 

The marriage of Barbara Blockwitz, Lin- 
coln Traffic Department, and Al Miller, Lin- 
coln Construction Department, was solemn- 
ized at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Lincoln on 
October 16. Mrs. Miller is continuing her 
work. 
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Marilyn Ethel Ghormley is the new addi- 
tion to the Roger Ghormley family. Marilyn 
made her appearance on October 6, and 
her father is an employee of the Engineering 
Department. 

A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Hultquist on October 14. Mr. Hultquist is 
employed in the Plant Department at York. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Culver announce 
the birth of a son, Robert Harold, born 
October 3 at the Lincoln General Hospital. 
Mr. Culver is a member of the Lincoln Serv 
ice Department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norris Hammond announce 
the birth of a daughter, Chandra Lee, born 
October 11 at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in 
Lincoln. Mr. Hammond is a member of the 
Lincoln Service Department. 
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The following list of new employees is published as a 
gesture of friendly welcome and to help them get acquainted. 
We hope that they will enjoy their new occupation as well as 
the many fine associations that go with it. 


Date 
Name Title Exchange Employed 
Accounting 
Betty JOneS.........::cceeee Gi [i eee ee Lincoln............ October 20 
Commercial 
Velma L. Thompson......... cnc civediedetiencdecesit Lincoln............ September 28 
Janet Walford..................... S|) | a ay Vor wus October 18 
Plant 
Dolores E. Bates................ OT COT ss aketacaes Lincoln............! October 4 
Tioitis Fie. Cink ccc cacicetots TAVIOMIVAT ce ioncticescank . Wahoo.............- October 1 
A. G. DeBackev................... Groundman................. Hastings.......... September 20 
Joseph Dennis..................... Male Clerk.................. Lincoln............. October 13 
POR, Mais oie dalam asd: Combinationman...... Hastings..........; October 1 
Robert Giles......................... Groundman................. Hastings.......... October 8 
i, B.. Wathield 4c. Groundman................. TSIMNCOUN occ aes October 11 
David - JENNINGS... sicciiscees Switchman............0...... Rineéolic.ccc October 11 
Vern Johnson....................... Groundman................., Tecumseh.......October 4 
W. H. Johnson..............0.....- Garage Serviceman.Lincoln............. September 20 
Leona Lehman.................... Stenographev.............. Lincoln............ October 4 
Dean A. Nelson................... Frameman................... Lincoln............ September 30 
Benjamin Turnev................ Combinationman...... Hastings.......... October 1 
Wallace Weber ................... Groundman................ -Tecumseh....... September 27 
Traffic 

Dorothy J. AN1............-..--.- A & L Operator.......Beatrice........... October 4 
Margaret J. Akin............... A & L Operator........ Superiov.......... October 12 
Jeane L. Anderson............ A Operator.................. Wahoo.............- October 16 
Mary GC. Austin. i.ciccicas A Operator........0.0....... Fairbury.........: October 25 
Amelia Brown..................... N A & L Operator..Utica................. September 28 
Donaldeen I. Bruce.......... A Operator.................. Lancom:..6Ac6d October 18 
Nellie L. Burbee................ A Operator.......0000....... Nebr. City......October 11 
Corrine J. Bykerk............ A & L Operator....... Milford............. October 18 
Effie Carlson..........00.00........ A & L Operator....... Stromsburg....October 11 
ViIPrEinia COOM ci. vsscccien cessive, A & L Operator.......Beatrice........... October 11 
Clare: al: (COPTCT ccccpccnsivecs A Operator......00000.0..... Beatrice........... October 4 
AMNa.. DCA ey Ss issciticwsistse A Operator.......00..00..... Lincoln............: October 5 
Rose Denson..............:......... A & L Operator....... Nebr. City... September 28 
Wilrta: “Drake. sis .ccissciscicses A Operator.................. Lincoln............. October 18 
Edonis Garner............ Selec A Operator.................. Lincoln............. October 5 
PORT GIS ei coc ccn cociceeserereccesscss A Operator.................. Beatrice........... October 25 
Marjorie Grissom............... A Operator.................. Fairbury.......... October 11 
Janet Harves.......................A Operator...... Hastings..........! October 19 
Irene HashagGe..................... Fe OD GT AOR iscsi seevcs Superior.......... October 18 
Rose Hiller.......................00000 N A & L Operator..Hebron............. October 4 
Delores A. Hoffman......... AX. OPOPSTOF siiccicessssardd. Nebr. City.....October 11 
Doris E .Johnson................ A Operator... Lincoln............. October 18 
Irene L. Kuhn.........0........... A Operator.................Beatrice........... October 25 
Nyda Lightner........000000..... A Operator... Hastings..........: October 4 
Patricia Lower'y................ A Operator............. Beatrice........ October 4 
Carolyn Markle... A Operator... Wahoo............ October 18 
SIE LeY : MOS soc scecsvssssess, A Operator............ Beatrice........October 11 
Bonnie Rhoads............. said. (ODETAEOT 5c ieschave, Beatrice.......October 11 
Norma Roberts.................... A Operator.............. Wymore........... October 25 
Bonnie Ruht............... A & L Operator... Tecumseh..... October 18 
Marilyn Scherich .A Operator... Hastings.........October 4 
Joan Schmer.. ..-.... Operator... ..Lincoln.......... October 11 
Norma D. Schmidt.........A Operator... Beatrice... October 25 
Gwendolyn Thompson...A & L Operator Hebron............O0ctober 12 
Dorothy Trauernicht. A & L Operator Lincoln October 6 
Eloise Vruska .A Operator... Wymore October 25 
Irene Warneking.. A Operator Superior. October 18 
Genevieve Wink... A Operator. Beatrice... October 11 


New Buildings at Hastings and 
Humboldt Under Construction 
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opel we're “getting acquainted” on this page with a 

number of employees who recently have joined the 
L. T. and T. family circle, we thought it appropriate to 
introduce you also to two of the Company’s new buildings 
now in the process of construction at Hastings and Hum- 
boldt. The picture above shows Hastings’ new two story 
building as it appeared last month. Construction was started 
last March but steel shortages have resulted in several months 
delay. The Humboldt structure was started in June and is 
complete except for interior work. 


Both exchanges are scheduled for conversion to dial 
operation and the new switching equipment will be installed 
as soon as the buildings are completed. Unless further delays 
due to material shortages are encountered, it is expected 
that the Humboldt conversion will take place about the 
middle of next year and Hastings’ new system will be in 


operation in the early part of 1950. 


JEAVILE ANNIVERSARIES 
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A. B. Smith Margaret 
Lincoln Bethscheider 
40 Years Hebron 

35 years 


Forty-Three Years 
Milo Caslasky, Lincoln. 
Forty-Two Years 
J. S. Jackson, Lincoln. 
Forty Years 
A. B. Smith, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron. 
Thirty-Three Years 
Fred M. Adkins, Sutton. 
Thirty-Two Years 
R. C. Boling, H. F. Smith, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
W. H. Webster, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Mary A. Bethscheider, Hebron; S. F. 
Bush, Lincoln; T. E. Longdon, Fairbury. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Martha Merz, Seward. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Marie Portsche, Lincoln. 
Twenty-five Years 
W. C. Maxfield, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Eita Griffin, Geneva. 
Twenty-Three Years 
J. E. Backstrom. Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 
May L. May, Ashland. 


W. H. Webster 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


A. B. Gorman 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Twenty-One Years 
E. T. Dougherty, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
A. B. Gorman Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
Lois Brown, Hastings. 
Seventeen Years 
Louise Schmidt, Beatrice. 
Sixteen Years 
L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 
Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo: Genevieve 
Griffin, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Eva Dillman, Nelson. 
Seven Years 
Lucile M. Buss, C. E. Connors, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
Lauretta Einspahr, Donavin Frankfort- 
er, Evelyn Hamilton, Lincoln; Wm. H. 
Husing, Tecumseh: Jeanne G. Lytton, 
Fairbury; Phyllis E. Most, Geneva; Iva F. 
Sole, Grafton. 
Five Years 
Adell Hershey, Tobias; J. A. Schellen- 
berg, Lincoln; Ricka G. Schenk, Fair- 
bury; Ann S. Stoll, Plattsmouth; Mary A. 
Tackett, Nebraska City. 


Toll Dialing in Use on 
New York-Chicago Calls 


Operator dialing of Chicago-to-New 
York calls began recently on a limited 
scale. About 40 per cent of the Chi- 
cago-New York traffic is being handled 
over 60 circuits converted to dial basis. 
Toll dialing enables the operator to 
complete a call to New York in 11 
seconds after she has recorded the neces- 
sary information on her ticket. 

Operator dialing is the most import- 
ant improvement affecting long distance 
calls since the practice of completing 
long distance calls with the customer 
remaining on the line was introduced 
more than 20 years ago. It permits 
faster completion with greater accuracy 
and much less likelihood of accidental 
cut-offs and interruptions. 


Pleasant Dale Transferred 


to Central District 

FFECTIVE November 1, the Plant 

' and Commercial responsibilities of 
the Pleasant Dale exchange were trans- 
ferred from the Seward Area in the 
Eastern District to the Central District. 
Subscribers’ card records, collection rec- 
ords and directory compilation records 
have been transferred from Seward to 
Lincoln and plant maintenance will be 
handled from Lincoln. Pleasant Dale 
is located just across the line in Seward 
County and is the only exchange in the 
Central District outside of Lancaster 
County. Subscribers in Pleasant Dale 
have been listed for some time in the 
Lincoln directory, however, and have 
calling privileges to and from Lincoln 
and near-by exchanges. 
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Bowling Competition Tougher 


The bowling season is now well under 
way, and brings with it the pleasant 
revelation that our telephone folks are 
having a banner year in consistently 
running up better scores than in days 
gone by. On the night of October 6, 
fourteen of the sixty players posted 
scores of 500 plus in the Men's tele- 
phone league at Bowlmor Lanes. A 
four-way battle has developed for first 
place in the standings, with Bedric 
Wanek, Elmer Dougherty, Chet Harp 
and Howard Spahnle all but deadlocked 
in the middle one-seventies. The tele- 
phone girls league is currently paced by 
Virginia Anderson, perennial champion, 
with most of her competition coming 
from Arlene Zabel, Helen Johnsen and 
Ruth Morrow. Virginia’s torrid 212 
stands as the highest game posted as 
well it might, and her high series of 542 
makes most of the men envious to say 
the least. 


Out in Hastings the Company has 
been blowing hot and cold, with Cap- 


tain Floyd Crewdson’s 650 series setting | 


the high mark in their league. The 
telephone team at Rosewilde Lanes in 
Lincoln caught fire the other night, 
posting games of 921, 856 and 948 for 
a 2725 series, which stands as the best 
effort fer all teams to date. This team 
was composed of Bedric Wanek, Harry 
Gore, Elmer Dougherty, George Wal- 
roth and Carl Ahl. 


How To Get A Phone 


INCE there is a shortage still on and 
many good people still being forced 
to wait for telephones, finaglers are 
busy dreaming up all sorts of dodges to 
get immediate action. This Week 
Magazine has reported a few of these 
schemes. Here is a sample: One gentle- 
man told the telephone company it 
would have to face a $50,000 suit for 
impairing his health unless the company 
came through with service immediately. 
The legal department asked how come. 
The would-be litigant said the nearest 
phone was located in a_ bar-room. 
‘Every time I go there to make a call,” 
he said, “I run into friends who talk me 
into having drinks, strictly against my 
doctor’s orders. So I get stewed and 
ruin my health, all on account of you 
guys. 


Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
Eastern District Office 

Mr. McKinzie spent two weeks in October 
vacationing in the Ozark Mountains and 
with his son, Jack and family at Fairfield, 
Iowa. 

David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Vacations are still in full swing—Camilla 
Selzer spent her two weeks visiting relatives 
in Texarkana, Texas . . . Lucky Irene Swan 
spent the third and last week of her vaca- 
tion tripping around here and there. 
A number of girls have been out on account 
of the flu. ... Betty Okrina spent a 
couple Saturday afternoons in Lincoln at- 
tending the football games. Emily 
Hanus attended the Rodeo in Omaha, Octo- 
ber 17. Harvey Armagost and his family 
also were down to see what they could see. 
... That birthday of Merna Stewart’s has 
come and gone again and the regular bou- 
quet of American Beauty roses appeared. 


Nebraska City Area 
Betty Balfour and Iona Pieper, Correspondents 
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Vacations are nearly over—Velma Stock 
has just returned from her vacation. She 
and her husband traveled clear to Piqua, 
Ohio to visit the John Stock family. They 
stopped at the Television Station in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. Imagine seeing yourself on a 
television set. Sounds like fun... . Also on 
vacation is Kathryn Owens. We hear she 
has a new car and has plans of learning 
to drive. How about taking us for a ride, 
Katie?? Violet Peterson and Jeanie 
Vest are back from their vacations, all 
ready for the next one. Aren’t we all!!! ... 
Mary Tackett and her husband are home 
again after their trip westward to Seattle, 
Washington. . . . Edna Komma will prob- 
ably have interesting details when she re- 
turns from her two weeks vacation. 
Maxine Meyer and Elaine Gruber are new 
diamond flashers. Congratulations girls!!! 
We had a visitor this month, Carrie Wash- 
burn, a former operator. . . . Billy Lant is 
on his vacation. We wonder what excuse 
he’ll have now, but have a good time Billy. 

Vacations have been the main topic 
these past several months, but now it’s time 
to settle down to work again. Vera Bock is 
still looking forward to her vacation though, 
as she seems to be among the late vacation- 
ers this year... . Mavis Eisenhauer spent 


an enjoyable week-end visiting relatives in 
Lombard, Illinois last manth. ... “Happy 
Birthday” was the phrase heard around here 
quite frequently the last two months, as 
September and October brought birthdays 
galore. Helen Wenninghoff and Vera Bock 
celebrated theirs in September and Mrs. 
Lockhart and Donna Mae Lockhart and 
Iona Pieper celebrated theirs in Ocober. 
Do you feel a year older, girls? ... We 
were glad to have Aldean Steinhoff and 
Alice France, former operators stop in and 
visit us several times since they have been 
transferred to the Lincoln office. ... We 
were also glad to have a visit from Gloria 
Wellman, a former operator, and her son 
Kenneth. Bertha Royal went to the 
show last week one night with her girl 
friend who just returned home from a trip 
to Colorado. It so happens they sat right 
behind another employee from the Syra- 
cuse telephone office. Now we wonder if 
Bertha went to see the show or hear about 
her girl friend’s trip. How about it, Bertha? 
. . . Well, I guess Christmas is just around 
the corner, but Santa Claus must have de- 
cided to come and see Mr. Ernst a little 


The special delight of Luree McCarty of 
York is an all day sucker of ‘most any flavor, 
according to her friend who sent us this 
picture. Luree was really in ecstasies with 

this king size version, 
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early, as we see he’s driving a snazzy new 
car. How about it Mr. Ernst, do we all 
get a ride in that new Ford??? 


Plattsmouth Area 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

Mrs. Hilda Johanns and husband are 
spending their vacation at Sheridan, Wyo- 
ming and Denver. The last news we heard 
they are having a wonderful time. . . . Mr. 
and Mrs. A. M. Newens spent their vaca- 
tion with friends in Cleveland, Philadelphia 
and Patterson, New Jersey. They also visited 
a sister in Pittsburgh and brother, sister and 
father in Washington, D. C. They reported 
a wonderful time... . Mrs. Thelma Tritsch 
attended the Red Cross meeting at Lincoln 
on October 19... . Mr. Robert Hunt, man- 
ager at Blair, Nebraska, visited our office on 
October 20. Lloyd Lane and Betty 
Jacobson are on their vacation. 

Seward Area 
Helen Greiner, Correspondent 

Seems like all the gals have been gala- 
vanting around this month. Eleanor Shutz 
spent her ten day vacation visiting at EIl- 
wood, Nebraska and Norton, Kansas. 
Rita Miller spent two days visiting her 
folks at Campbell, Nebraska. “Mid” 
Hughes spent her week-end off visiting at 
Omaha, Iowa and Nebraska City... . Vera 
Schluckebier, Libbie Kracman and Helen 
Greiner went walnut hunting lately. Find- 
ing some good trees, they started gathering 
frantically only to be encountered by some 
ole gal indicating they were hers, even 
though they were by the roadside. Before 
they could gather up all their paraphernalia, 
here she comes back, baskets and all and 
started cutting in like mad!! Oh Well!! [I 
guess this is a free country and we got our 
share. ... Bernice Mueller of the Commer- 
cial Department saw “Dream Girl” pre- 
sented by the University Players at Lincoin 
on October 15. ... Laura Douty visited her 
sister recently at Avoca. ... The Commer- 
cial Department has had a visitor for a week, 
Mr. Bush, traveling auditor from Lincoln. 

. Manager Thad Cone went to Denver, 
Colorado, for medical treatment. We all 
wish you luck, Thad, and hope you come 
back in “perk’’ condition. ... Al Ager 
spent Sunday in Holdrege, hunting (for 
ducks incidentally. Velma Miuiller 
spent her two weeks vacation visiting at 
Galesburg, Illinois. . . . Mona Rae Allison, 
daughter of Mrs. Allison, chief operator at 
Beaver Crossing, had an appendicitis opera- 


tion on October 7, and at this writing is 
progressing satisfactorily. . .. Mrs. Leona 
Geseking’s mother, Mrs. John Tyrell, fell 
recently and fractured her knee cap. Hope 
she gets well real soon. Gertrude 
Schraeder is spending her two weeks vaca- 
tion visiting and taking life easy. She also 
has had company, her mother and sister-in- 
law from Ekiah, California. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


By Frances Koontz 


The Post Mortem on the Notre Dame- 
Nebraska football game got off to a late 
start on Monday, when the scoop of the 
year got around about a popular couple 
from the Accounting Department pulling a 
whizzer on us. Ken Boshart and Mary Diet- 
rich were married in Omaha, Saturday, Oc- 
tober 16th, at the Kountze Memorial 
Lutheran Church. They are vacationing 
down in the Ozarks. ... Mrs. Kassik, 
formerly Elsie Powell, reports that she 
has really gone to work now with all of 
her household duties. Several people 
are taking advantage of this nice October 
weather by taking their vacations. From 
the Engineering Department, Eugene 
Schrank attended the Legion Convention in 
Miami. Buck Isaman has allowed one day 
for odd jobs around home and the remainder 
of his vacation for hunting. Roger 
Ghormley is vacationing at home getting 
acquainted with his new daughter. The 
Accounting Department vacationers are Ann 
Keegan, Norma Chrastil and Harold Brady. 
While Harold was vacationing in Colorado, 
Dick Hansen took over the Printing De- 
partment, and Shirley Pentico Bauer de- 
livered Dick’s mail. Shirley Bonnell took 
a trip to California and will drive back in 
her new Studebaker with Mrs. Bush. Dewey 
Nelsen vacationed in New Orleans, and 
Adeline Carlson in Denver and at her home 
in Ord, Nebraska... . Ben Franklin drove 
to Chicago over a weekend. ... Carl Ahl 


The Accounting De- 
partment folks went all 
out, as they usually do 
in such situations, and 
gave Ken Boshart and 
Mary Dietrich a royal 
welcome when they 
returned from a honey- 
moon in the Ozarks. 
Ken and Mary took 
everyone by surprise 
‘by not telling any- 
body about their plans 
—thus the elaborate 
preparations for their 
return which we're 
sure they will remem- 
ber for a long time. 
Congratulations and 
best wishes to two of 
our favorite people. 


took another two days of his vacation to 
pick some more corn... . Mrs. Boshart will 
be back to write the column next month. 

Thanks to all of you who helped 
round up the news. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


It seems that telephone conventions 
always stir up a lot of fuss and interesting 
confusion. K. B. Cary attended the U. S. 
I. T. A. convention held in Chicago last 
month and had a most enjoyable time. His 
first day back at work found his having 
difficulty trying to explain why his glasses 
were chipped and broken. Maybe he was 
standing on his head trying to see the 
tops of the tall buildings. Anyway, we'll 
try and help him find an excuse... . Some 
of the so called friends of L. P. Schientz 
and W. J. McDowell got together in observ- 
ance of their 20th anniversary and pre- 
sented each one with a nice bouquet. The 
spirit was definitely there as the arrange- 
ment consisted of some very dejected and 
wilted posies. .. . Vacations were enjoyed 
by Verna Alexander, K. B. Cary and A. B. 
Waters. Omaha was the chief resting place 
for Mrs. Alexander while Asa Waters jour- 
neyed to his old home town of Madison, 
Wisconsin. Mr. Cary spent some time wan- 
dering around in Kansas only to return home 
to participate in real manual labor—house- 
cleaning for Mrs. Cary... . Darlene Bender, 
Claude Helm, Bill Morris and Howard 
Spahnle were on the sick list and missed 
several days of work. The Junior 
Chamber of Commerce has kept Bill Quinn 
hopping by allowing him to journey to 
Nebraska City one week-end and to Iowa 
on another jaunt. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Since the opening of hunting season all 
we hear about is the duck that got away. 
So to all you game hunters who came home 
empty handed here’s a story to make you 


envious. While on vacation Paul Wilkin- 
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son went north of town to try his luck. 
He spotted a flock of geese and with the 
aid of his field glasses found where they 
lit. After getting an O.K. from the farmer 
he crawled a couple of blocks and got his 
two geese. He then realized that he had 
lost his field glasses and spent an hour 
and one-half finding them. Mr. Wilkinson 
said he passed up a whole pond of pin- 
tails while crawling up on his geese. He'll 
probably be glad to give you the location 
of this lucrative spot... . We have several 
other vacationers this month but failed to 
get the low down on their escapades. . . . 
We'd like everybody to know that “Swede” 
Foster is back with us after his long illness 
and it sure seems nice. Also we’re sorry 
to say that Ted Nyden is on the sick list and 
hope he’ll soon be back at work. ... Mr. 
Schmeltzer reports having had a very en- 
joyable time while at convention in Chicago. 


General Offices—2nd Floor 
Barbara Churchill, Associate Editor 


Mr. Thomas Woods is the proud grand- 
father this time. The little one has been 
named after his great-grandfather, Frank 
Woods Peterson is his name. ... Fred 
Bettenhausen and his wife went to Wichita 
to visit their son on their vacation. Seems 
as though they enjoyed their vacation very 
much. . . . George Keith’s men are working 
in and around Lincoln, Barney and Caldwell 
at Murdock installing ten lines and a new 
link, Robison at Davey, Denton and Ray- 
mond working on trunk equipment to Lin- 
coln, Darnold and Guthrie working on the 
Auburn-Falls City carriers and George is 
working all over and trying to keep their 


meals straight. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We still have a few people returning from 
vacations. Grover Griffith spent his time 
catching up on the work which has been 
piling up at home. R. L. Dalton also did 
some home repairing and V. B. Hutchison 
says he does a very good job of papering 
and painting. It seems some people just 
don’t know a vacation is meant for resting. 
One person who does is C. E. Cummings. 
At least part of his time was supposed to be 
spent resting, and he was one of the lucky 
people who was able to listen to the 
World’s Series in comfort at home. 
Two more “At Home” vacations were en- 
joyed by R. L. Hohnstein and Walter Vid- 
lock. ... H. Zimmerman visited relatives 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. . . . Don 
Rutledge vacationed around his own state, 
Nebraska. W. H. Spurlock stayed at 
home and redecorated his house. . . . Bob 
Swanson vacationed in Greeley and Den- 
ver, Colorado. ... J. D. Lewis spent his 
time on the farm. E. T. Dougherty 
spent his vacation in the East, visiting 
Detroit, Cleveland, and Chicago and saw 
several good baseball league games. 
Glenn Obert spent his vacation in Nelson, 
Nebraska. Bill Hassler vacationed in 
Torrington, Wyoming and Denver... . Re- 


ports indicate that Frank Tefft and H. C. 
Palmquist are both on the mend. We are 
certainly glad to hear that, and hope it 
won’t be long until they are both com- 
pletely well. . . . Oliver Hoffman has re- 
turned from a two week leave of absence, 
which he spent on a “dry land” cruise. 
That’s a new one to us, but that’s what he 
calls it. He spent the two weeks taking 
a course in new radio and radar training. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


PHEW! Have you smelled the skunk? 
Elsewhere in this issue is a pictorial story 
of Oscar Lewis’ encounter with the ‘law’ 
and with a real, live, honest-to-goodness and 
very smelly skunk. Vacationers are 
somewhat scarce this month. Ernie Royce 
visited relatives in Minnesota. Frank Block- 
witz stayed at home and caught up with 
some odd jobs. Harold Tejcka (pronounced 
as Teska) saw the sights in California. He 
especially enjoyed a television broadcast. 
Ruth Marrow came back to work to rest up 
after spending two weeks helping rebuild 
the family garage to make it fit the Buick 
she recently purchased. .. . This nice fall 
weather seems to lend encouragement for 
home work. Kent Eno has re-roofed his 
house. He thinks maybe his own trade is 
the better one to follow. Lowell Johnson is 
painting his domicile, and he wants his 
neighbors to know that he is not figuring 
on an ice skating rink in his yard. As soon 
as he gets the paint job done he will fix 
up his lawn. One thing at a time, please, 
says Lowell. Carl Mischnick had a 
rather costly car accident recently. The 
gravel was a little heavier than he thought, 
his right foot leaned a little too heavily 
on its resting place—and Bingo! There was 
a telephone pole broken off right in front 
of him, and his car somewhat of a mess. 
Imagine a Telephone Company employee 
mowing down the poles. But, we are glad 
to report that Carl was not injured. 
Visitors at the warehouse this month in- 
cluded Fred C. Hall, former transportation 
supervisor and building inspector. He now 
lives in Oakland, California where he man- 
ages a branch factory of the American 
Coach and Body Company which handles 
the business from the eleven most western 
states. Not many of us were here 
when W. S. Hopkins was Purchasing Agent 
back in 1921 but the old timers among us 
were surprised and pleased when he stopped 
in to see what changes had been made in 
the old system of handling supplies. 
Bert Huddleston writes from Kansas City 
that he is feeling fine and is enjoying every 
minute of his leisure time. He says they 
like K. C. so much they plan to stay there 
through the winter. Our guess is that Bert 
will get homesick long before winter is 
over. ... Supply Department employees 
are very busy these days with the annual 
inventery compilation. Did you know that 
we now have a total investment of nearly 
$800,000.00 in non-exempt material? That’s 
a lot of material, in anybody’s language. We 
now have a total of 195 motor vehicles and 


60 trailers, with an approximate investment 
of $345,000.00 These figures compare with 
the 1945 figures of $131,250.00 for non- 
exempt material and $157,000.00 for cars 
and trailers. . . . You’ll hear from us again 
next month if we can dig our way out from 
under the figures, adding machines, calcula- 
tors, etc. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
By Betty Hansen 


Berthemae Ward went to Cozad for a few 
days on a church convention. Those two 
days she will never forget, she had such a 
wonderful time. . . . Mrs. Watson’s vacation 
was spent at home with two of her three 
sons... . A. O. Andrews really traveled on 
his vacation. He went to Denver, Colorado, 
Wyoming, Taylor, Nebraska, and Minnesota. 
He had a very nice time. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Dept. 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


As November comes again and summer 
days are past, our thoughts turn to foot- 
ball games and Thanksgiving. . Mabel 
Volpp enjoyed a week-end with her brother 
and new nephew at Scribner. . . . Mickey 
McCracken visited with home folks at 
Beaver Crossing recently. Blanche 
Logan, combined housewife and_ career 
woman, complains of times when things 
go wrong such as when she dampened her 
two new white blouses and forgot to iron 
them! A bad case of mildew resulted, but 
Blanche wasn’t beaten. She solved the 
trouble by dying them, with very good re- 
sults. . . . Irene Woznik has been released 
from the hospital much improved in health. 
: Doris Sutton visited friends on a 
farm near Phillips and attended the wedding 
of a girl friend at Aurora during a week- 
end. ... Georgia Smith, assistant chief 
operator, Catherine Cooley and Wilma 
Wergin journeyed to Sioux City to see the 
playoff game between the Lincoln Athletics 
and Sioux City Soos. Bernice Itzen 


Helen Ofe and Hilda Johanns got themselves 
all dressed up in appropriate garb for the 
King Korn Karneval held recently at Platis- 
mouth. The picture was taken in front of 
the exchange building. 
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spent a few days with her family near 
Guide Rock. Bernice brought back plenty 
of evidence of “activity on the farm.” The 
decided limp was explained by an account 
of having received skinned knees in a fall 
in the driveway, but we still pondered over 
red blotches all down one arm. Finally, 
tiring of furtive glances and whispered con- 
versations, she enlightened us. She received 
a steam burn while taking charge of the 
cooking. . . . Maureen Harter spent a few 
days at her home in Beaver Crossing... . 
Mae Hunt enjoyed the visit of an old school 
friend from Iowa. . . . Dorothy Nelson who 
spent her vacation in Miami, Florida, was 
taken ill while there and so lost some valu- 
able time, but we are glad to report her 
return to work looking good as new. ... 
Among the current vacationers are Opal 
Thimgan, Barbara Miller, Lillian Hubbard 
Lorensen, Catherine Cooley, Bonnie Rob- 
erts, Irene Woznich and Pat Swift. Vera 
Wasson spent her vacation visiting in 
Plattsmouth. Veda Nichols served a 
week on jury duty. 


Southern District 
Wilma Stolzenburg, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling and Emma Lee King, 
Correspondents 


The Traffic Department is proud of the 
new Fluorescent lights which were installed 
by the Plant Department recently. . . . On 
the vacation list are Miriam Lilly who is 
taking an extended tour. Colleen Keithley, 
Auburn commercial clerk, has just returned 
from her vacation which was spent with her 
parents at Verdon. ... Myrna Neff is en- 
joying a nice quiet vacation of two weeks 
“just staying at home.” ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Haith went to Seward recently to attend an 
Eastern Star meeting and on October 7th 
the Haith family attended a Boy Scout 
round-up at Nebraska City... . Emma Lee 
King and Mr. Haith both decided to see 
what things look like from a plane. Mr. 
Haith flew to Crete with a friend and Miss 
King flew to Auburn and back. 


Beatrice Area 
Elva Puckett, Correspondent 

The six lucky girls this month on the 
vacation list are Maude Willey, Alice White, 
Anna Menninga, Henrietta Menninga and 
Marjorie Johns who are spending their 
time around home enjoying a life of 
leisure and Dorothy Kinard is in Sunny 
California. . . . Hazel Neugenbauer had the 
misfortune of spraining an ankle recently, 
but she’s back plugging along with us now. 
Take it easy, Hazel. 

Fairbury Area 

Mary Kalin and Rosalie Stewart, Correspondents 

Area Manager T. E. Lonedon and family 
are on a vacation at Archer, Nebraska. 
where Mr. Longdon plans to take advantage 
of the hunting season. Other vacationers 
are Viola Dunn, Fairbury Chief Operator, 
who spent two weeks in Wymore, Virginia 
Robinson who vacationed at home and Ricka 
Schenck who spent her leisure hours in 
Lincoln visiting her new grandchild. 
With the thrills of the football season in the 


How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack 


of facilities and telephones. 


We T+ POA scree 482 
July 1, 1948 483 
August 1, 1948 oo... 487 
September 1, 1948 .......... 580 
October 1, 1948... 699 
November 1, 1948................ 867 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1948 


Central District ................ 1,766 
Eastern District ................ 465 
Southern District __............ 396 
Western District .............. 830 

Otel setae oases, 3,457 


Total Stations in 
Service 10-31-48 _....... 93,873 


air, Helen Mares and Irene Smalldon jour- 
neyed to Lincoln last month where Mrs. 
Smalldon witnessed the Nebraska-Notre 
Dame Classic. Maybe Helen couldn’t find 
a ticket, we don’t know. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

Except for a few vacationers, there hasn’t 
been much activity in the office this 
month. Jerrie Murphy reports she 
spent a part of her vacation ‘‘on the farm” 
painting, but she neglected to say what the 
subject was. Didn’t know you were an 
artist, Jerrie. Miriam Carter spent her 
vacation traveling. Among the cities she 
visited were St. Louis, Chicago, and Indian- 
apolis. She visited relatives in Russiaville, 
Indiana, and saw a lot of interesting sights 
and beautiful scenery. . . . Raymond John- 
son, of the Plant Department has been 
going fishing after work, and when asked 
what he has been catching, he _ replied. 
“Bish.” ... Mrs. Pearl O’Hehir was a 
visitor in the office a few days during the 
week of October 4... . Waldo Harrington 
has become the proud owner of a hand-made 
lace table cloth which was sent from India, 
and he takes delight in showing it to every- 
one. ... Manager Dan Smith of Pawnee 
City has been working in Beatrice for a 
few weeks. We will be glad to have him 
back. ... Mrs. Collene Niss, being a 
little clumsy in the big city of Lincoln, fell 
down a stairway. Fortunately, no bones 
were broken, but she returned to work with 
a few bruises... . Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mc- 
Donald and Rosalie Stewart motored to 
Lincoln October 14, to attend the “Robert 
Shaw Chorale.” Chief Operator, Mrs. 
Morehead and husband are delegates to 
the Rebekah and IOOF Lodge conventions 
October 19-20-21 at Omaha. 

Wilber Area 


Evelyn Kapisek is convalescing at home 
since her tonsillectomy operation. She has 


other complications for which she is taking 
treatments. Hope to see you back soon. 

. Nata Hershey, operator at Geneva is 
spending part of her vacation at her home 
in Tobias, with her mother, Mrs. Adel 
Hershey. Edna Wayman, collecting 
agent, at DeWitt has undergone a serious 
operation at the Lutheran Hospital at 
Beatrice, however, at this writing she is at 
home and doing very nicely. . . . Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Haberman and son of Tilla- 
mook, Oregon were callers in the Friend 
office on October 13th. Mrs. Haberman, 
formerly Clara Thornton of Louisville was 
a traffic employee for several years in 
Louisville and Friend. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 
Velma Garland and Evelyn Dutcher, 
Correspondents 
Our Geneva Chief Operator, Helen Ader- 
man, started her vacation on October 18, 
spending her time and money in Seward 
and in Lincoln. Don’t mention this to a 
soul but it’s been awfully quiet around 
these parts since she departed for a couple 
of weeks. . . . Nata Hershey is vacationing 
with relatives in Tobias. . . . The operators 
at the Fairmont Exchange partook in a 
friendly get-together when they had a 
wiener roast on Tuesday evening, October 
19... . Virginia Baker started her vacation 
on the 25th of October. . . . Esther Baker 
and her mother took part in the “Harvest 
of Harmony” program in Grand Island on 
October 6. ... Eva Stutz spent her vaca- 
tion in Wisconsin and Minnesota from 
October 7th to the 23rd... . Ruth Ritten- 
house and Ella Witte spent their vacations 
at home in the past month. 
Hastings Area 
Betsy McCollum, Correspondent 
News has been received that Meta Rice 
and Jessie Van Trump while recovering 
from operations, occupied the same room 
at the Mary Lanning Hospital... . We do 
hope Donnabelle Budler and Kathleen 
Glance are fully recovering after having 
their tonsils removed. Take it easy girls 
but hurry back. ... We extend congratu- 
lations to Betty Hudson and Cecile Simons, 
who have recently completed their toll 
training and wish the best of luck to Billy 
Steffin and Donna Johnson, who are just 
starting their toll training under the super- 
vision of Loretta Einspahr... . Trips taken 
to Colorado Springs, Colorado by Jerry 
Paulson and Audrey Ransom; Ann Molar 
also visited in Colorado, in Denver while on 
her vacation; Mary Dickerson and Billy 
Steffin took a shopping spree in Omaha; 
JoAnne Redinger and Eva Belle Ross did 
you find anything of interest in Grand 
Island??? . . . How is the snow in Denver, 
“Pinkie” Joynt??? Others enjoying 
vacations at this time were Jerry and Pat 
Jurgensmeier and Helen Vollweiler. 
Helen Simons is spending her vacation at 
home getting a slight case of “housemaid’s 
knee” as her Mother is in the hospital. Bet- 
ter luck next year, Helen... . Although we 
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can’t mention the name of the item, if you 
care to know what a loving husband gives 
his wife on anniversaries, just ask Alma 
Herzog of the Hastings Commercial Depart- 
ment. Alma’s husband is B. L. Herzog of 
the Construction Department. ... John 
Spady, Area Commercial Manager, is now 
on vacation, but we shall give you more 
details of that later. Alma Herzog 
spent her vacation resting up to come back 
to work, and believe us, she has been like 
a speed-boat ever since she returned. ... 
As you all know, Ralph Wait is quite the 
hunter, but the latest tall story is the one 
which sounds something like this. Ralph 
and his buddies went out to their blind and 
sat all morning and all afternoon and didn’t 
see a duck but so it seems during the course 
of the day some “real” hunters came and 
got into the blind a little further on down 
the river and sat there a couple of hours 
and had their limit. Ralph and his buddies 
do brag about their luck just a little because 
they did finally get two ducks, the trick is 
the ducks were shot by someone else and 
were crippled and couldn’t fly and came 
floating down the river and as they had 
to bring something home, their game for 
the day was two crippled. ducks! 


Superior Area 
Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 
One day during. a heavy rain, Patricia 
Shafer came to work only to find it was 
her day off. That same day Betty 
Webber reported for work at 7:00 A. M. and 


‘was advised she wasn’t to be here until 


7:00 P.M. They really enjoy being out in 
the rain, don’t they? . . . Dean McNulty has 
received his discharge from the Navy and 
will be home the latter part of September. 
He is the husband of Mickey McNulty. Dean 
and Mickey are living on East Third Street. 

. . Beth Thompson has been enjoying her 
vacation in Washington and Oregon. Hazel 
Rust is spending her vacation at home... . 
Lloyd Whitney and Joe Adamson are both 
vacationing. Theora Sperry is taking her 
vacation this month also. . . . Speaking of 
Theora, have you seen her new diamond? 
Very nice! ... Della Kvasnicka was work- 
ing on a call to a Floral Company and her 


A late vacation at Miami Beach, Florida 
was enjoyed by Dorothy Nelson of Lincoln 
Traffic shown here as she indulges in a bit 
of a frolic in the sand. 
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party wished to speak to the Plant De- 
partment. She got the Floral Company on 
the line and then asked for the “Pants 
Department.” (Della, wait till we tell you 
an embarrassing moment on Mrs. Combs.) 
. . . Mrs. Combs visited our exchange sev- 
eral days ago. One day she had lunch in a 
local cafe, then discovered, much to her 
embarrassment, that she didn’t have her 
purse and didn’t know a soul in the cafe. 
She called the Chief Operator, so one of 
the girls of the Traffic Department went 
flying to the cafe with the purse and saved 
the day. ... We have a few “Hot Rod” 
fans in our Traffic Department, who have 
been attending the races in Hastings. They 
are Mary Ann Robinson, Jerry Harrig, and 
Patricia Shafer. ... Nyla Edgar recently 
visited the Telephone Office in Hastings. 


Sutton Area 
Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 

Vacations are still in full swing this year. 
It seems one girl comes back and another 
leaves. Catherine Cassell spent her 
vacation September 14th to October 5th 
visiting in Omaha and at home enjoying 
a rest... . Laurietta Fuehrer took her last 
week of vacation October 11th to 17th 
spending her vacation at home. ... Jean- 
nine Monson, Cashier, hasn’t decided 
whether to spend her vacation at home or 
go somewhere. Laurietta Fuehrer is 
working in the office during Miss Monson’s 
vacation. . . . Elta Fishback enjoyed a ten 
day vacation at home. Last but not 
least, Mrs. Fred Adkins had his last week 
of vacation on October 4th to the 10th 
spending it in Omaha. 

York-Osceola Area 
Helen Garner, Correspondent 

We are still vacationing at the York area 
this month. Dea Hayes went to 
South Dakota for her two weeks; Dorothy 
Keleemeyer is spending hers with her par- 
ents in Thayer, Nebraska; Bessie Shultz 
generally spends her idle moments hoeing in 
the garden, but since it is out of season, she 
may happen to be taking it easy for her 
vacation. . . . Leonard Reed, in the Plant 
Department at York, was no longer back 
on both feet, after his long recuperation from 
a broken leg, than he was off to Denver 
on his vacation. Busy boy, that Leonard. 

. . Maxine Meradith went to Colorado for 
the weekend of October 9th to see the foot- 
ball game at Boulder. Nice if you can get 
tickets! . Leslie Hansen and Jim Hat- 
field of the York Plant Department are 
now enjoying vacations. . . . Vance Embrey 
is our pal since he killed the wasp that was 
endangering us. . .. Velma Garlock works 
the 6:00 A. M. to 10:00 A. M. shift, which is 
mighty early in any country. It seems that 
in her haste to get to work, she grabbed a 
presumably silk kerchief from her dark 
dresser drawer, stuffed it in her pocket and 
hurried off. On her arrival to work she 
found she had picked her yellow make-up 
cape by mistake. That’s funny, but just 
think, it could have been worse. ... Inci- 
dentally, Velma is making her own Christ- 
mas cards this year, and from what we have 
seen, they are very nice... . We wish some- 


one could tell us how to manage the extra- 
long supervisor headset cord. We’d swear 
we spent 15 minutes untangling ours from 
the leg of a chair that an operator was sitting 
on, much to the amusement of the desk 
operator. L. C. Williams and Agnes 
Gustafson are on vacation. ... As Betty 


Beebe, Osceola Cashier, has also gone on 
her vacation, there seems to be quite a 
change in the Commercial Department at 


Osceola. It seems there is quite a rush 
to the Telephone Office to see who the 
new Cashier is that is taking Mrs. Beebe’s 
place. It is quite a change, believe me! 
Bill Mouden is having quite a time keeping 
the wolves away from the door. Aside from 
the kidding you're taking Bill, you are doing 
a fine job. Bill was originally from the 
Plant Department at Osceola before he be- 
came our most versatile Cashier! 


Oscar Lewis, of the general repair shop, 
whose experiences in varied fields allow him 
to speak with a note of authority on 
assorted subjects, has added an adventure to 
his repertory which deals in natural history, 
a new category for Oscar. The story, which 
follows, should keep the conversation from 
lagging in Mr. Lewis’ social circles for many 
a moon. 


Oscar was working in his back yard on a 
recent evening when Mrs. Lewis came out to 
ask him why a policeman should be pacing 
about in their front yard. Oscar skimmed 
mentally over his activities for the past few 
days and came up with a clean slate. He 
said, truthfully, that he had no idea why a 
cop should pay him a visit, and then as his 
ire rose, he began to orate about being a 
citizen with constitutional rights, etc. They 
could pin nothing on him, shouted Oscar. 
He wasn’t going to sing and demanded a 
mouth-piece. ... In this frame of mind Mr. 
Lewis stalked around the house to confront 
the Law. His belligerency faded when he 
found a pleasant, apologetic officer, down 
on his knees, peering under the front porch 
and casting the beam of his flashlight into 
a dark corner. 


The policeman informed Oscar that a 
skunk had taken refuge under the porch and 
that he, the copper, felt it his duty to 
exterminate the nocturnal brute before it 
attacked someone. Our hero knelt down be- 
side him to look the situation over. They 
could make out the dim outline of the ani- 
mal cowering in a far corner, an inoffensive 
little fellow, who was certainly not prepar- 
ing to charge, because he had his back 
turned. Oscar felt a brief surge of pity as 
the officer drew his automatic, took careful 
aim and fired—just as the skunk did like- 
wise. The marksman missed, but the 
creature didn’t. 

Mr. Lewis and the minion of the law 
shared equally in receiving a generous 
charge from the animated gas attack and in 
the fusillade which followed, both men were 
surprised to find that the inexhaustible 
skunk was trading volley for volley. When 
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the two-legged combattants withdrew to re- 
form their lines and get a breath of air 
they had to admit that the battle, to this 
point, was all in favor of the beast. 


A neighbor boy had been observing the 
conflict from a cautious distance, and he 
now offered to fetch his dad’s shot gun if 
the officer would let him shoot it. Permis- 
sion was given, for the cop was mad enough 
to accede to any scheme for crushing his 
foe’s resistance. The boy soon returned with 
his artillery, let fly with both barrels and 


blew the skunk and part of Oscar’s porch 
clear to Kingdom Come. 


At this point the policeman fades from 
the picture. He left no visible trail, which is 
strange indeed, considering that the air in his 
vicinity was plenty pungent. Members of 
the local force deny that they know which 
one of them it could have been. Oscar 
wended his way into the house, took a deep- 
suds bath and emerged smelling like a rose. 
Only he neglected to throw his garments 
back outside, but left them scattered through 
the rooms as he blazed a trail to the tub. 
As a consequence the house was completely 
unlivable for days to come, and Mrs. Lewis 
was very unhappy. 
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AW THESE TELEPHONE PEOPLE ARE GETING 
CAGEY---A WHOLE MONTH GOES B¥ AND 
NOBODY GETS HIT BY A TRUCK FALLS OFF 
THE ROOF OR NOTHIN’ IT'S DISGUSTING / 


HOW COME THERES 
NO HERO OF THE- 
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B.J.SIEVERS WANTED NICE WEATHER FOR HI9 VACATION 
50 HE COULD WORK ON HIS CROPS. HE CALLED UP THE 
WEATHERMAN FOR THE WEEKS PREDICTION AND WAS 
OLD THERE WOULD BE NOTHING BUT RAIN- 50 BRUCE 
POSTPONED HIS VACATION AND GLOOMILY WATCHED 
WEEK OF SUNNY PLEASANT WEATHER GO BY. STARTING 
THE NEXT MONDAY MORNING BRUCE TOOK OFF- AND 
IMMEDIATELY THE CLOUDS ROLLED IN ,AND IT RAINED 
EVERY DAY OF HIS VACATION ! 
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AT ABOUT THE TIME THAT 
HAROLD BRADY WAS SOCKED 

OW THE NOSE WITH A TOWEL RACK, 
HIS WIFE MET WITH AN ACCIDENT 
100. SHE HAD A GORGEOUS 
SHINER AND NUMEROUS FACIAL 
BRUISES . . FOR A WEEK OR SO 
THEY WERE EMBARRASSED 10 
BE SEEN IN EACH OTHERS COMPANY 
aN BECAUSE PEOPLE WHO DIDN'T 
NY KNOW THE LIVED IN DOMESTIC. 
OU TOS TRANQUILITY WERE ALWAYS JUMPING 
AT THE WRONG CONCLUSION 
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THE STAGE WAS ALL SET FOR THE WORST 10 
HAPPEN WHEN THE ATTENDANT AT THE CHEST XRAY 
TRAILER INSISTED THAT THE GENTLEMEN DROP 
THEIR SUSPENDER STRAPS WHILE HAVING 
THEIR RIBS PHOTOGRAPHED. BERT OVERCASH, } 
WHO HAS LOST A BIT OF WEIGHT, HAD A PREMON= | 
ITION OF DISASTER AS HE COMPLIED, AND ONLY # 
DESPERATE, LAST SECOND GRAB SAVED HIM 
FROM AN AWFUL FATE. 
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1} HARRY GORE TELLS A DELIGHTFUL STORY ABOUT HiS 
ADVENTURE WITH A CHOCOLATE Hi “WHEN 4] 
STRAW GOT PLUGGED UP HE GAVE IT ONE OF THOSE, 
QOMP-AHS LIKE HE USED 10 USE To BLOW THE HAT 
OFF THE END OF HIS TRUMPET. THE CAFETERIA LOOKED 
LIKE IT HAD BEEN HIT BY AN ATOMIC GOO-BOMB. 


CAME TIME 10 SIT DOWN AFTER THE MOVING JOB WAS 
DONE AND BILL DISCOVERED THAT THERE WASNT # 
SIRAIGHT CHAIR IN THE HOUSE, NOR, FOR THAT 
MATTER, A TABLE 10 PUT THEIR FOOD UPON 


THE MCDONALDS , AT 
PAWNEE CIT¥ COULDN'T 
\ YZ START THEIR FURNACE 

\ 4S, BECAUSE A SQUIRREL 
sperma \ 2) Hs IN THE PIPES - 
FN. AI NEARLY SCARED EDNA 


in te: py) INTO HY¥STERICS WHEN 
w/t 
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WELL, ED DULIN WENT TO 
A MASQUERADE PARTY THE 
OTHER NIGHT AND 
NOBODY RECOGNIZED 
HIM~ HE DIDNT WEAR 
ACOSTUME BUT 
DISGUISED HIMSELF 
Os PERFECTLY BY NOT 
WEARING HI5 LEATHER 
TOOL CASE ON 

HIS HIP 


Pap Ji SHE FIRST SAW HIM 
PEERING OUT AT HER. 
, FROM BEHIND THE REGISTER GRILL. 
5 SHE FINALLY SHOOED THE RODENT INTO THE 
BASEMENT WHERE SHE PEPPERED 
HIM WITH WALNUTS UNTIL HE FLED 
4UROUGH AN OPEN WINDOW 
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PEARL OHEHIR HAS 10 LIVE WITH HER CONSCIENCE - 
~ AND HER DIET. . SHE LOVES POTATO CHIPS BUT 

ISN'T SUPPOSED 10 INDULGE IN THEM - 50,10 KEEP 
EVERYTHING IN ORDER, SHE SENDS FRANCES HARMON 
fo THE CAFETERIA TO BUY THEM FOR HER. 
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peetings O the easor 
To All Employees: 

We have passed through a year of unusual activity. The swiftly 
changing times have given us no yardstick or precedent with which 
to compare it. Policies and methods which have been applied in the 
past may be of little use to us now. 
The price demanded of us for the con- 
tinued growth and expansion of our 
industry is our individual alertness to 
our problems; our intelligent coopera- 
4 tion with one another; and the utmost 


application of our combined efforts and 


skill in achieving our goal. 


> | It has been a year of earnest effort 


Thomas C. Woods 


on your part and mine. Our progress 
seems to be limited only by the amount 
of work we are able to accomplish in the time allotted us, and the 
amount of material and equipment we are able to obtain in a 


vastly competitive market. That such an extraordinary situation 


may change overnight is entirely possible, yet as we, with a feeling 


we 


SS 


y of pride, review the progress of the past, we can find no other way 
3 to look upon the future than with a feeling of courage and confidence. 
y It is my sincere wish that the joy of the season may extend 

deeply into the lives of each of you, and may the New Year be one 


Very Cordially Yours, 
Thomas C. Woods, 


President. 


: 


Ny of health and happiness for all. 


Rie 


November Blizzard Disrupts Telephone Service 


HE first blizzard of the winter season 
swept through the midwest on 
November 18 and 19 leaving behind 
severe damage to telephone lines in cer- 
tain areas, and highways blocked by 
huge snow drifts in the western end of 
the territory. The territory compris- 
ing Butler and Seward counties, the 
northern part of Lancaster County and 
the western part of Saunders County 
was hardest hit and repair crews battled 
broken poles and wire damaged by 
sleet. Seventeen communities were 
isolated from outside telephone com- 
munication. Repair work was greatly 
hampered by the heavy snow. The Gen- 
eral Plant Department estimated that 
about 200 poles were down and that 
wire breaks numbered about 400. Dam- 
age to toll lines was comparatively 
light. 

The storm was accompanied by high 
winds ranging up to 70 miles per hour 
and it was fortunate that ice formations 
were not encountered over wide areas 
or the storm undoubtedly would have 
been one of the worst in LT&T annals. 
Some “old timers” opined that the wind 
was so strong that it blew moisture off 
of the wires before it could freeze. By 
capricious circumstance, while West- 
ern Counties were fighting snow drifts 
deep enough to cover cars in some in- 
stances, the worst Nebraska City re- 
ceived was a cold rain. At Hastings, 


This scene was taken nine miles north of Lincoln on the lead to Raymond, Malcoim and 
Valparaiso, all of which were cut off from service to other towns. D. R. “Brick” Smith’s 
crew are shown replacing one of the thirty poles broken by ice and high winds in this 
vicinity. Roy Biesner is on the pole, Tom Roller and Wes Hayes are working under him 
and Clyde Pierce is at the truck. 


traffic was completely paralyzed and 
employees had difficulty in reaching the 
office even on foot. In many cases, 
plant men were sent on foot to assist 
Operators in reaching their work. 

One bit of heroism on the part of 
Joan Redinger and Eva Belle Ross of 
the Hastings Traffic Department is cer- 
tainly deserving of the highest com- 
mendation. While battling waist-deep 
drifts in their attempts to reach the 
office early one morning, they came 
upon a woman who had fallen in a 
drift from sheer exhaustion. By great 
effort they carried her four blocks to 
a hospital where they discovered that 
she was a special nurse who was at- 
tempting to report for duty. 

Another act of helpfulness was re- 
ported by C. M. May, District Manager 
of Safeway Stores Incorporated at Kear- 
ney. Mr. May addressed a highly appre- 
ciative and complimentary letter to the 
Company as a result of assistance ren- 
dered to him and other stranded travel- 


Mountainous piles of snow were common 
Sighis at Hastings and other western towns 
after ithe blizzard. George Burt, cable splicer, 
is peeking around this 15 foot drift with the 
corner of the Hastings office visible in the 
background: 
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ers by Company construction men near 
Hastings. Mr. May said in part, “It 
certainly was a display of -courtesy that 
should make your Company a lot of 
friends. It certainly is good to know 
we still have some people left who can 
render an additional service outside their 
own line of duty.” 

A serious traffic condition developed 
at the Hastings switchboard following 
the storm. In some cases so many calls 
were received that operators had no 
more cords with which to answer addi- 
tional calls and were forced to wait until 
other calls were finished. The record of 
completed long distance calls was shat- 
tered on November 23 when 1,222 of 
1,603 offered calls were completed. The 
next day the operating department 
folks proceeded to break their own 
record and completed 1,324 calls out of 
1,623 offered. 

Ardena Pearson, Hastings chief oper: 
ator, was highly complimentary of the 
efforts of the operators who were able 
to reach the office. “They worked like 
Trojans,” she said, “and really did a 
wonderful job of handling the traffic.” 
Some of the operators were forced to 
take temporary quarters in Hastings 
hotels and others including the chief 
operator, slept on cots in the telephone 
building. 
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Ladies from Seward admire the bouquets which were sent 


to J. S. Jackson at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital together with a 
Left to right, 


Beata Merz, Laura Douty, Martha Merz and Eva Kapke. 


greeting signed by everyone at the party. 
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Miss Kapke. 


The committee poses with Eva Kapke who won a beautiful door prize. 
Standing, left to right, Huldah Gessner, Georgia Smith, Kathryn Portsche, 
Hazel Nichols and Chairman Rose Riggs. Seated, Clara Jones and 


Pioneer Ladies Enjoy Annual Party 


. DELICIOUS dinner and a fine 

party” seems to be the general 
opinion of the twenty-nine ladies who 
attended the Pioneer ladies dinner and 
party held in Lincoln at the Y.W.C.A. 
the 10th of November. All diets and 
desires for a nice trim figure were 
quickly forgotten when the roast turkey 
with all the fixins, topped off with 
pumpkin pie was served. 


Bouquets of large white chrysan- 
themums and smaller cluster mums 


The party goers interrupt their 


By CLARA JONES 


centered the tables. Following the din- 
ner, the flowers were sent to J. S. Jack- 
son, one of the Pioneers who was ill at 
a local hospital. An especially inscribed 
card of greetings and remembrance was 
signed by all of those present and was 
sent to Mr. Jackson with the flowers. 

Eva Kapke from Seward was the 
fortunate girl at the door prize draw- 
ing. Eva received a very lovely rhine- 
stone pin. She was accompanied to the 
party by three other Seward Pioneer 


ladies, Laura Douty, and Beata and 
Martha Merz. Ruth Goslin was intro- 
duced as the newest member. A Bingo 
session constituted the evening's enter- 
tainment following the dinner. Prizes 
were numerous and the winners were 
lucky people indeed. 

The committee in charge of the party 
was Rose Riggs, chairman, Georgia 
Smith, Huldah Gessner, Kathryn 
Portsche, Clara Jones and _ Hazel 


Nichols. 


bingo game long enough to cast smiling glances in the direction of the camera. 


Retired Employees, Class of 48, Are Honored 


The third annual dinner, given by the Board of Directors 
in honor of those employees who have been transferred to 
the retirement pay roll in the current year, was held at 
the Hotel Cornhusker, Lincoln, on Wednesday, November 
17. Honored Guests of the occasion were Hope Adams, Peru; 
Iva B. Clary, Weeping Water; Lizzie Cressman, Jansen; 
Pearl G. Freeman, Table Rock; Charles: J. Olson, Osceola; 
Tilla E. Phipps, Malcolm; Frieda Hoffman Ross, Hastings; 
Stella F. Stanley, Beatrice; Ida B. Townsend, Cook; and 
John H. Agee, Cecile H. Anderson, Carl G. Hedstrom, 
Herbert Huddleston, Clayton H. Liebhart and Anna M. 
Seymour, all of Lincoln. Although the group have been 
widely scattered during the past year, all but five of them 
were able to be in attendance at the dinner. 


Vice President B. I. Noble, who acted as Master of 
Ceremonies, paid tribute to the long and valuable service 
rendered by the honored group to the industry and to 
their respective communities. “In the aggregate of your 
478 years of faithful service,” he said, “the tasks which 
you have performed have made the job easier for all 
the rest of us. I was astonished to learn that your average 
period of employment had been 32 years. This marks you 
as true Pioneers. Our young folks of today will not have 
the opportunity to blaze the trail as you have done.” 


President Thomas C. Woods extended individual welcome 
to the Honored Guests, and presented each of them with 
an electric mantel clock, upon the face of which an inscribed 
plaque recited the service record of the recipient. This 
continues a practice which was established at the first of the 
series of retirement dinners given three years ago. 


The informal atmosphere prevailed at the gathering, and 
in a round table reminiscence session, Cecile Anderson, J. 


Mrs. Tilla Phipps of Malcolm is presented with an electric clock, 
individually inscribed, by President Thomas C. Woods. Seated are 
Mrs, Woods and Vice-President B. I. Noble. 


H. Agee, Bert Huddleston and Frieda Ross gave an account 
of some of their experiences and adventures in the elder 
days of the industry. Mr. Agee struck a responsive chord 
when he said, “We are the graduating class of 1948, and 
we know just a little more, now, than the rest of these 
folks.” He sketched a brief picture of the great changes 
which have come to pass during his span of years in the 
telephone business. Mrs. Ross had several interesting stories 
to tell of some of the great west-end snow storms, while Mr. 
Huddleston and Mrs. Anderson told of changing times and 
people in the general departments at Lincoln. Although the 
dinner, which featured a course of prize baby beef, had 
everyone in mellow mood, the party disbanded at an early 
hour to permit the several who had come from a distance 
to drive back home during the evening. 


Those attending the dinner obligingly arrange themselves fcr the News photographer. 
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Frank Woods Honored ae 


Ak-sar-ben Good Neighbor 
he year the Ak-Sar-Ben organiza- 


tion selects, for the honorary title 
of “Good Neighbor,” the Nebraskan 
who has, in their opinion, performed 
the most outstanding public service 
without monetary reward. It came 


Photo Courtesy Lincoln Journal 
Mr. Woods receives the Good Neighbor 
citation from W. D. Lane of Omaha, at left, 
King of Ak-Sar-Ben. 


without undue surprise to learn that 
this year’s honored citizen was Frank 
H. Woods, chairman, Board of Direc- 
tors, who was recognized for his philan- 
thropic activities in general and for his 
gift of the Rogers Tract in particular. 
The occasion was a_ public affairs 
luncheon at the Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce on November 8, at which 
W. D. Lane of Omaha, King of Ak- 
Sar-Ben presented Mr. Woods with the 
“Good Neighbor” citation. The gift of 
the Rogers Tract to the City of Lin- 
coln was described in the Lincoln Tele- 
phone News for January, 1948. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 
of November. 


Primary members: Irene K. Woznik. 
Lincoln Traffic, $267.50; Lura_ E. 
Blackman, Ashland Traffic. $24.40; 
C. J. McClure, Construction Depart- 
ment, $51.00. 

Dependents: Mona R. Allison, Beaver 
Crossing, $115.31: Mrs. GC. CG. Donley, Lin- 
coln, $191.25; Mrs. John Spady, Hastings, 
$73.01; George Placek, Jr., Nebraska City, 
$7.50; Gerald Komma, Nebraska City, 
$24.75: Judy R. Wait, Hastings, $45.00: 
Walter Rosenthal, Lincoln, $61.50: Mrs. 
E. H. Royce, Lincoln, $95.63: Mrs. L. P. 
Livingston, Lincoln, $7.50: Judith A. Walker, 
Lincoln, $11.25. 


Volleyball and Basketball 
Take the Spotlight 


ON November 30, the opening gun 
was sounded for both the basket- 
ball and volleyball teams in Lincoln, as 
they began the season’s play in their 
respective leagues. The athletic events 
are scheduled weekly at the courts of 
Everett Junior High School, 11th and 
C streets. The basketball boys caught 
a Tartar in their first round and were 
defeated by a polished State Farm In- 
surance team by a score of 19 to 8. 
The girls, however, continued their 
winning ways at volleyball, surprising 
even themselves by the ease in which 


they subdued a highly regarded Elgin 
team in a double-header, 21 to 4 and 
21 to 6. The Telephone team is riding 
the crest of a 23 game winning streak 
which dates back to the early part of 
last season. 

The roster of the basketball team in- 
cludes Don Gilmore, Don Nelson, Russ 
White, Dick Fischer, Wayne Robinette, 
Ray Zimmerman, Eldon Drewell, John 
Findley, Roland Smith, Jim Giest and 
Al Dougherty. The volleyball team lists 
Ruth and Grace Marrow, Betty O’Mara, 
Violet Fithian, Arlene Norris, Darlene 
Johannes, Lorraine Williams, Leona 
Lehman, Elaine Scovell Hawkins, 
Arlene Zabel, Jean Marchand, Betty 
Hansen, Audrey Althouse, Velma 
Thompson and Dorothy Adkisson. 


40 Year Anniversary For A. B. Smith 


RTHUR B. SMITH, cable facilities 
man at Lincoln, reached an import- 
ant anniversary during the past month, 
but being a confirmed anniversary for- 
getter, he was letting the event pass by 
unnoticed when he was called into the 
“front office’ to be the main partici- 
pant in the presentation of a 40-year 
service pin. A group of brother old- 
timers were invited to witness the cere- 
mony and add their congratulations to 
those of General Plant Superintendent 
F. E. Behm, who made the presenta- 
tion. 


Art’s telephone experience began in 
September, 1906, as installer for the 
Nebraska Bell Telephone Company at 
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The 40 year service emblem is presenied io A B, Smith, right, of Lincoln by F. E. Behm, 


Lincoln, but two short sojourns into 
other forms of employment have de- 
layed his anniversary by two years. 
A detailed record of positions and sta- 
tions during the intervening years 
would more than fill a page. He has 
served as installer, troubleman, tester, 
combinationman and foreman in many 
parts of the territory. Ashland, Friend, 
Beaver Crossing, Plattsmouth, Louis- 
ville, Sterling, Greenwood and Hum- 
boldt are only a few of the towns which 
Mr. Smith has, at one time or another, 
called home. Some of these towns, the 
natives say, have never been the same 
since. For the past ten years Mr. Smith 
has been in the Lincoln plant depart- 
ment and has occupied his present posi- 
tion for five years. 


Jeneral plant superintendent. Witnessing the presentation are Guy Seaton, personnel direcior; 


George Barney, assistant to the general plant superintendent; Max Walker, district plant 
manager; L, G. Saunders, assistant wire chief; Jay Pugsley, wire chief and C. E, Cummings, 


Chief switchman, 


—— 


Jenkins Named 
Representative To 


Lincoln Safety Council 

NNOUNCEMENT was made by 

the general plant department of the 
appointment, November 17, of Lloyd 
C. Jenkins as Company Representative 
to the Lincoln Safety Council. It was 
decided that the Company should be 
represented at meetings and in the en- 
deavors of the Council because of our 
tremendous stake in the field of safe 
workmanship and accident prevention. 
Mr. Jenkin’s long and energetic identi- 
fication with these pursuits lead natur- 
ally to his selection. 

Through his efforts the members of 
the Council met, as our guests, on No- 
vember 17, to make an inspection tour 
of the garage, warehouse and general 
repair shop at the 21st and L street 
building, and the operating room, 
switchroom and power plant at the main 
building at 14th and M streets. The 
main objects of the scrutiny were the 
safety guards and features, as well as 
the placement and availability of first 
aid equipment. An honored guest of 
the occasion was Mayor Clarence G. 
Miles, who joined the group at the main 
building. 

Following the tour a panel discussion 
took place at which members offered 
comment on observations they had made 
concerning safety measures used by the 
Company. The program was concluded 
with a movie short, shown by Mr. 
Jenkins, entitled “Danger is Your Com- 
panion.” 


Bowling Whiz Kids 
ee telephone team of the Lincoln 
Industrial League, which performs 
each Tuesday evening at Rosewilde 
Alleys, added to their laurels during 
the month by catching fire in one of 
their matches and rolling up a season’s 
high game of 1011. Elmer Dougherty 
led the way with a fat 234, with Carl 
Ahl breathing down his neck with 222. 
The other three team members, Harry 
Gore, George Walroth and Ken Bos- 
hart filled out the total with uniform 
nice games, the lowest among them 
being 182. 

At the end of the evening’s play the 
balance of the team was aptly demon- 
strated by their respective total scores, 
all of them posting a mark in the 530’s 
for the series. 


Major Howard Spahnle publishes the orders of activation as Lt. Col. B. I. Noble stands 
at atiention. Seated on the speakers platform are, left to right, Col. Howard J. John, Com- 
mandant of the University of Nebraska R.O.T.C.; Brigadier General Guy N. Henninger, The 
Adjutant General for Nebraska; Capt. F. W. Norris and Lt. Col. John W. Thomas of the 
University of Nebraska. 


Ino Signal Units Activated 


WO signal units sponsored by the 

Company were activated under the 
Organized Reserve Affiliated Plan at 
Lincoln on November 5. The new units 
are Headquarters and Headquarters De- 
tachment, 301st Signal Service Group 
to be commanded by Lt. Col. B. I. 
Noble, and 491st Signal Heavy Con- 
struction Company under the command 
of Capt. F. W. Morris. The 301st 
Group is the redesignated unit of the 
3142nd with which Mr. Noble served 
during the War. 

Forty-five enlisted men and ten offi- 
cers from the Company will be affili- 
ated with the units and assignments of 
employees to the two groups have been 
made. Monthly meetings will be held 
and members will receive additional 
army credit for regular employment ac- 
tivities. Our Company is among the 
first in the Independent field to spon- 


sor such organized reserve units and 
similar groups are being activated 
throughout the United States by the 
Bell System. 

The principal speaker during the 
activation ceremonies was Col. Luke D. 
Zech of Omaha, Senior Instructor for 
Nebraska. Lt. Col. B. I. Noble, Com- 
pany vice-president, also addressed the 
assembly and the orders of activation 
were published by Major Howard 
Spahnle of the Lincoln business office. 
Talks were also made by a number of 
prominent military officers in this area 
and letters of congratulations were read 
from the Chief Signal Officer and the 
Liaison Officer between Independent 
companies and the Signal Corps. 

The Company was commended for 
its progressive policy in sponsoring the 
units and was complimented for its fine 
group of personnel and the excellent 
representation at the meeting. 


A cross section of the attentive personnel group which witnessed the activation. 
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Two Times Ten Equals Three 
E were looking through some re- 
ports of stations in service the other 

day and came up with some informa- 

tion that stopped us cold in our tracks. 

In the past three years the Company 
has had a station gain of about 20,000 
telephones! This represents an increase 
of 25% and is an amazing feat in itself 
but listen to this—20,000 is nearly twice 
the number of telephones gained in the 
ten years preceding V-J Day!! In other 
words, two times ten equals three when 
based on this performance, and you 
can't get around it. 

That really is an accomplishment to 
be proud of, especially in view of the 
battle we've had to get telephones, 
cable, central office equipment, poles, 
wire and what have you. It proves that 
we have made and are making every 
possible effort to meet the demands 


and needs of our customers for good 
service. 


Wage Increases 


Effective November | 
F. kepwenaied concerning increases 


in wage schedules was reached be- 
tween the Company and the bargaining 
committee of the Union on November 
17 and subsequently ratified by the 
Union membership and approved by 
the Communications Workers of 
America International. 
Increases range from $1.00 to $5.00 per 
week for male employees and from 
$1.00 to $3.00 per week for female 


employees, and the contract continues 
provisions for regular progression in- 
creases. 

The new wage rates became effective 
November 1, 1948. Supplemental checks 
will be issued during December for in- 
creases for the period from November 
1 to November 30 and pay checks for 
the period of December 1 to Decem- 
ber 15 will include the new rates. 


In general, the increases included in 
the new contract are equal to the wage 
increase pattern generally established 
for the telephone industry throughout 
the country. When taken together with 
increases for employees not included in 
the bargaining unit, the increased wages 
will result in added wage costs to the 
Company of more than $200,000.00 per 
year. 


The wage contract is for an initial 
period of two years with the provision 
that either the Company or the Union 
may reopen negotiations for wage 
adjustments once during the term of 
the contract. The general contract of 
working conditions executed on Febru- 
ary 21, 1948, was continued. Either or 
both contracts may be continued for 
periods of one year from year to year 
after the initial period of two years 
unless terminated by either party. 


Choral Group To Make 


Several Holiday Appearances 


Cee music as sung by the 
choral group at this time of the 
year at Lincoln offices is fast becoming 
an established institution. The group 
this year, composed of forty voices, is 
more active than ever. Several appear- 
ances have been scheduled thus far as 
follows: December 19, Veterans Hos- 
pital; December 22, Masonic Temple; 
December 23, 7:30 to 8:00 P. M., Ra- 
dio Station KFOR; and of course the 
regular appearances at various offices 
in the two Lincoln buildings. 


The group is again sponsored by the 

Personnel Department. Chauncey Eg- 
geress has done another fine job of 
organization and musical direction is 
again under Leonard Paulson of Ne- 
braska Wesleyan University. More 
about this activity in our next issue. 


We have had a net gain of 6,100 
rural telephones since November, 1940. 
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Beverly Joan Schmidt, Lincoln, and Dean 
M. Hobson, warehouseman, Supply Depart- 
ment, were married November 20, 1948 at the 
Trinity Lutheran church. 

Esther Obermier, contract chief operators 
helper at Waco, became the bride of Victor 
Heinz of Sutton on November 7. The cere- 
mony was performed at the home of the 
bride’s parents. Mrs. Heinz will continue her 
work. 

The wedding of Naomi Yancey and Ron- 
old Francis of the Hebron Plant Department 
was solemnized on November 12 at the 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Hebron. 

Geraldeen Harrig, Superior Traffic De- 
partment, became the bride of Robert Wil- 
liams on November 16, at the Baptist parson’ 
age at Superior. Mrs. Williams will continue 
her work. 

Irene Bailey, Accounting Department, and 
Mack Nickell, Construction Department, were 
united in marriage at the Bethany Christian 
Church on November 27. Mrs. Nickell will 
continue her work. . 

The marriage of Elaine Scovell of the Lin- 
coln Traffic Department and Robert Haw- 
kins of the Lincoln Service Department took 
place at the Presbyterian Church in Gresham 
on November 14. Mrs. Hawkins will con- 
tinue her work. . 

Margaret Holka, assistant chief operator at 
Wahoo became the bride of A. J. Meyer of 
Greenwood at Saint Wenceslaus Church in 
Wahoo. Mrs. Meyer is resigning her posi 
tion. . 
Maxine Meyer, operator at Nebraska City. 
and Loyd Stiles were united in marriage on 
November 18 at the Lutheran Parsonage 1m 
Nebraska City. The couple will reside in 
N ity. ; 

ere of the Nebraska City Traffic 
Department became the bride of Ralph Sey- 
bert on November 10 at the Bethel Evangeli- 
cal Parsonage at Nebraska City. Mrs. Sey- 
bert will continue her work. 


Alma Shearon Dies 


The many telephone friends of Alma 
Shearon were saddened to learn of her 
death in Sioux City, Iowa, in mid-No- 
vember. She is best remembered in our 
organization for her long tenure as 
chief operator at Wymore. 

Mrs. Shearon entered employment as 
a student operator at Fairbury 1n 
March, 1922, and in November, of that 
year, was transferred and promoted to 
chief operator at Wymore, a position 
she held for 15 years until she went to 
David City in the same capacity. She 
resigned and was married to Charles 


Shearon in June, 1939. 


Canada under the method which per- 


distant telephones directly, without the 
aid of other operators enroute. The 
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Gerald Shipley............. Groundman............. Seward............ November 8 


¢ 2. Bert B. Strayer............. Groundman............. Fairbury......... November 2 
pe ? ‘’ Marshall Taylor........... J ATITOT oo ceccetcneninnertns Lincoln........... November 18 
+ t t nf t, %: Frank M. Toohey......Jamitor.....000000.0.0.0--.- Lincoln............ November 18 
KA eS 
x 2 y, ' 'Y cq Ua tf n @ x Traffic 
KD a". 
29 ¢ Vera J. Adams............... A Operator.............. Hastings........ . November 21 
i scrgarcnegorgarstrgarsargurgargirgrrsregirstegarsrzare, Minetta F. Bertrem....A Operatov.............. Lincoln........... November 22 
LLEEEEEEE EEE EE EE EEE EEEE GGG IGMGIIIAIYIIYIG YIGAL. Bette Bottorff_.. A Operatot........... fo November 23 
The following list of new employees is published as a Gladyce Call.............. A Operator.............. Wahoo............. November 3 
ae ‘ ' 4 LaVerne Chittim........ A Operator.............. Lincoln............ November 5 
gesture of friendly welcome and to help them get acquainted. Betty 3 Denny... A Opeeion Pin npe eee 
We hope that they will enjoy their new occupation as well Grace Dillon................ A&L Operator....... Harvard........... November 1 
as the many fine associations that go with it. Violet E. Fithian seve secs A Operator............. LIMColh....cc<0. November 2 
Gertrude Harris.......... A Operator............. Lincoln............ November 5 
Date Carolyn E, Harvey...... A Operator............. Lincoln........... November 29 
Name Title Exchange Employed Jacqualine G. Jones.. A Operatot............. Nebr. City.....November 9 
Commercial Nadine Killinger........ A Operatot.............. Hastings.......... November 29 
Mary A. Gawartt........... tel C=) 5 ae eee Nebr. City......November 15 Patricia Leighty.......... A Operator.............. Lincoln........... November 16 
Weeping Phyllis A. Marter........ A Operator.............. Lincoln........... November 8 
Betty Houseman.......... CASINO cc uisccstanrnnsntncdans Water... November 3 Bette A. Meysenburg A Operatot.............. Lincoln........... November 8 
Plant Mary E. Muldev........ A Operator.............. Lincolm............ November 29 
‘ Ida D. Nicols................ A Operator.............. ings......... 
Leslie D. Burch......... Groundman............. Fairbury......... November 19 B ; icols A Operator Hastings November 9 
; ; : etty J. O’Mara.......... A Operator.............. EANGOM occ. November 2 
Ruth E. Colvin............ Clerk-Typist........... Lincoln........... October 26 Kathryn R. Panker.... A Operator Hastings November 9 
Joseph L. Garrett........ Groundman............. Geneva........... November 1 Jacqueline J y Ber Oe nen et 
Lyle V. Higgins........... Groundman............. Lincoln............ November 16 Rathbun................... A Operator............. Beatrice.......... November 27 
Wayne L, Higgins....... Groundman............. TSINCOIN icc November 16 Violet A. Reinders...... L. Operator.............. Lincoln........... November 22 
Joseph T. Hoffman...Groundman............. Hastingsg.......... November 16 Shirley L. Roach........ A Operator.............. Nebr. City.....October 26 
Clayton Houts............... Groundman.............. ULM iecisesisccies November 2 Dorothy M. Rolls........ L Operator.............. Lincoln............ November 24 
Fredrick Humann........ Switchman............... Lincoln............ November 8 Ruby C. Ruble.............. A Operator............. Fairbury......... November 22 
James A. Marshall..... Groundman............. Lincoln........... November 9 Lenora Schwartz......... A Operator ee aaah Lincoln............ November 8 
Amel MecVey............... . Groundman............. Auburn........... November 8 Corrine J. Score........ A Operator.............. Hastings.......... November 15 
Melvin Meints............... Combinationman..Beatrice.......... November 8 Deloris C. 
Darrell Morton............. Groundman............. Lincoln............ November 1 Shangreaux................ A Operator.............. Hastings.......... November 29 
Edward Powetrs............ Groundman............. Lincoln............ November 2° Joanne M. Shuman....A Operator.............. HaSURES 5.60. November 15 
John L. Roth... Combinationman.. Hastings........... November 2 Caroline B. Svoboda...A Operator.............. LANCOUN snc. November 15 
sam Scheideggev........ Groundman............. Lincoln............ November 9 Mary P. Taylor............. A&L Operator........ Ashland.......... November 9 


PROGRESS IN TOLL DIALING 


icone dialing will spread this month 
to 125 eastern cities, according to 
the Bell System’s Long Lines magazine. 
New toll dialing networks centering at 
New York and Chicago are all set to 
give telephone users a big sample of the 
faster long distance service that will 
come with nation-wide operator toll 
dialing. 

Cutovers to the new networks took 
place on November 27 and Decem- 
ber 4 at New York and December 11 at 
Chicago. Coincident with the opening 
of the New York system, many circuits 
through the new equipment were added 
to a similar system at Philadelphia 
which has been in service since 1943. 
Our customers will benefit from the 
new, faster service when calls are routed 
through Chicago to points reached 
through the new network. 

The new installations will be big 
steps toward long distance dial service 
to all parts of the United States and 


mits operators to put calls through to 


plan for nation-wide operator dialing 


provides for the division of the United 
States and Canada into eighty-three 
areas, each bearing a three-digit identi- 
fying number. A long distance operator 
will reach a telephone thousands of 
miles away by dialing 10 digits—three 
plan for nation-wide operator dialing 
for the area desired, three more for the 


central office concerned and four for 
the telephone called. The accompany- 
ing map shows the proposed division 
and numbering of areas. 

Our Company’s first venture into this 
field will be the installation next year 
of operator toll dialing equipment at 
Tecumseh. A story on this appeared 
on page 11 of our August-Septembe: 
issue, 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


Twenty-I[wo Years 
Hazel Nichols, Della Wilcox, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
Catherine Cassell, Sutton; Oscar Lewis, 
R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
H. D. Ash, Weeping Water; C. E. Harp, 
H. W. Potter, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
Lavina McElroy, Wilber; Helen Ofe, 


DeRoy Helfer L. A. Stacy Plattsmouth. 
Nebraska City Lincoln Sixteen Years 
30 Years 


30 pone Miriam I. Carter, Tecumseh; R. E. Hib- 


Thirty-Three Years bert, Lincoln. 


J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 
A. T. Albers, H. E. Jenkins, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 
Margie P. Grewell, Exeter. 


Fourteen Years 
Milly L. Loyd, Wymore. 

Thirteen Years 
Bertha Sommer, Utica. 


Twelve Years 


T. B. Hedges, Hastings. 
Thirty Years 


DeRoy Helfer, Nebraska City; L. A. Stacy, 
Lincoln. 


Seven Years 


Gladys Ball, Ashland; J. L. Baxter, Jr., 
; D. D. Smith, Lincoln; Clara E. Costello, 
Twenty-Nine Years Tecumseh; Velma Stock, Nebraska City. 


H. M. Miller, Lincoln. 
iller, Lincoln Six Years 


Twenty-Eight Years Nora Kelly, S. K. Lawrence, Mable M. 
J. T. May, W. C. Stewart, Lincoln; Erma Volpp, Lincoln; Maxine Meradith, York; 
Dixon, Geneva. L. E. Vosika, Wilber. 


Five Years 


L. D. Rauch, Lincoln; Nadine Smith, 
David City; H. W. Tubbs Hastings. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


G. M. Albury, Lincoln; H. H. Lahr, 
Hastings. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


Vance E. Embrey, combinationman, Hast- 
ings, to chief tester, York. 

George Frisbee, groundman to construc 
tion driver, construction. 

Clayton G. Houts, groundman, Sutton, to 
switchman, service, Lincoln. 


R. W. Slote, construction driver to line- 
man, Construction. 


Traffic 


Marilyn J. Edward, A operator to A&@L 
operator, Ashland. 

Donna Johnson, A operator to A&L oper- 
ator, York. 


Shirley Stoll 
Asst. Chief Operator 


Vance E. Embrey 
Chief Tester 


York Wymore : . ot 
ss Meta B. Rice, A@L operator to NAGL 
‘ opere astings. 
Commercial Se ater, Fasting . ; 
7 Shirley Stoll A&L operator to assistant 
Mildred A. Schmidt, A€&L_ operator W 
has . > chief operator, Wymore 
Traffic, to clerk, commercial, Beatrice. ........ 
Plant 
Benjamin F. Anderson, groundman_ to JOURNEY’S FEF ND 
combinationman, Plattsmouth. 
Otis L. Clark, shopman, supply, to tester, Mrs. L. L. Nave, mother of Floyd Nave 


service, Lincoln. 


Fairbury on November 1. 
~9f 10 }e-- 


garage serviceman, supply. 


combinationman at Fairbury, passed away 
L. G. Ellis, groundman, construction, to October 29. Funeral services were held in 


Meet A Director 


So suggested last month that 
it was high time that L. T. and T. 
folks became better acquainted with 


George E. Codington 


that important group of distinguished 
gentlemen who make up our Board 
of Directors. We thought it was a fine 
idea and with this issue inaugurate a 
series of sketches in which we will tell 
you something about our Board mem- 
bers. 

Mr. George E. Codington of Au- 
burn celebrated his 80th birthday the 
first of this month so this will serve the 
dual purpose of introducing him and 
extending greetings and best wishes for 
many more fruitful and happy years. 
He has been interested in the telephone 
business since 1904 when he purchased 
the Cleveland Telephone Company at 
Cleveland, Oklahoma and served as its 
president and manager until 1906 when 
he became president of the Auburn 
Telephone Company at Auburn. Our 
Company purchased the Auburn pro- 
perties in 1919 and Mr. Codington was 
elected a director in January, 1923. He 
has lived at Auburn for 61 years and 
among notable public services has been 
president of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, County Treasurer and Secretary- 
Treasurer of the County Fair Associa- 
tion. 


Mr. and Mrs. Otis Clark are the proud 


parents of a daughter, Barbara Ann, born 


October 31, 1948. Mr. Clark is a member 


of the Lincoln Service Department. 
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Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Camilla Selzer is recovering from a recent 
operation and expects to return to her duties 
in the Traffic Department soon. Welcome 
back, Doddy! ... The wandering vacationers 
have reported back to work, none other than 
Betty Northway and Margaret Cornell They 
visited the Breakfast Club program in Chi- 
cago and several interesting places. They 
Teport the City was windy and foggy. ... 
Evelyn Soukup is on her vacation at the 
present time visiting relatives at Lincoln 
and Milford.... Irene Swan attended a Chief 
‘Operator’s meeting at Lincoln recently. She 
always comes back with the most “interest- 
ing” bits of news. ... Recent visitors in our 
office were J. A. McKinzie, C. C. Donley 
and F. E. Behm. 


Nebraska City Area 

Betty Balfour and Iona Pieper, Correspondents 

Mrs. Bock and husband left November 15 
for their long awaited vacation. They are 
spending their time in the Ozarks. ... The 
old flu bug seems to be making quite a pest 
of himself lately. We tried hard to keep 
him away, but it did manage to catch up 
with several of us, but didn’t keep us from 
work long. ... We imagine Mrs. Lockhart 
is spending her spare time going to the 
hockey games, as we hear she is quite a 
hockey fan. ... Helen Wenninghoff, Mavis 
Eisenhauer and Iona Pieper decided the 
other Sunday was much too nice to be spent 
indoors, so went along squirrel hunting. Did 
you get your quota of squirrel’s, girls? 
November 3, the week known as Educational 
Week, Mr. Ernst talked to the Syracuse 
High School on safety. ... Ardel Frueden- 
berg and Elaine Gruber are back from their 
vacation with all smiles. Barbara Holmberg 
is now on hers. So the vacations for the 


year of 1948 are nearly over. .. Mary Gaw- 
art is now taking the place of Donna Petring 
in the Commercial Office. ... Phyllis Gress 


and Darleen Roberts are new toll students 
with Betty Balfour teaching. Mary Tackett 
has been teaching our new local girls and 
Mrs. “Snooks” Steckly has started a new toll 
class with Willa Gump and Evelyn Moles. 
Good luck, girls. Seems so strange to 
see Margaret Watkins again. She has been 
working nights. Taking her place is Ger- 
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aldine Durr. ... Miss Bader spent several 
days in Lincoln attending a chief operators 
conference. ... We hear it really snowed. 
Several of our Nebraska City telephone 
people felt the cold chill and the whiteness 
of snow. Shirley Gruber and her husband 
—with their new car—made a trip to Colo- 
rado. On their way back they were stranded 
in huge snow drifts. They drove over 600 
miles out of their way to get home. They 
went down into Oklahoma, back up through 
Colorado and through Kearney where the 
roads were just opening up. Also in the mid- 
dle of the snow was Max Jenkins. Some peo- 
ple are always where they shouldn’t be.... 
On our sick list this month were Mary Bar- 
tyzelle, Mrs. Placek, Violet Peterson and 
Miss Bader. ... Most of our girls had a 
happy Thanksgiving. Violet Peterson was 
the only one who was unable to work the 
following day. ... The telephone employees 
and Eastern Nebraska Public Power Office 
were invited to see the show November 18 
shown by Mr. Keckler, District Clerk of 
Lincoln. The pictures shown were “Tele- 
phone Courtesy” and “Telephone Hour.” 
The same pictures were also shown the 
morning of November 10 to the Syracuse 
High School and to the Unadilla High 
School in the afternoon. 
Plattsmouth Area 
Georgia Tartsch, Correspondent 

One of our Plattsmouth operators had a 

thrill the other day when she placed a call 
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to Sukuoko, Japan. ‘The party that made 
the call was very pleased and reported a 
very clear connection. ... Harriette Wynn 
and her husband are spending their vacation 
visiting with friends in Blackwell, Oklahoma. 
They also plan on visiting friends in San 
Antonio and doing some deep sea fishing 
at Corpus Christi, Texas.... Georgia Tartsch 
is spending her vacation at home and vis- 
iting in Omaha. ... Alice Peterson is on her 
vacation. She is spending some time in 
Weeping Water. Fern Davis of the 
Weeping Water Commercial Department 
has been on her vacation and is on the 
sick list at the present time. We wish her 
a speedy recovery. 


Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

Mr. and Mrs. Dorland are touring the 
south on their vacation. ... Norma Koukal 
spent a week’s vacation visiting in Lincoln. 
Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo Chief Operator, spent 
her last week’s vacation November 22. ... 
Mary Jane Styskal is on her vacation at 
this writing. ... The girls of the Telephone 
Office enjoyed a party at the Gibson Tea 
Room celebrating the birthdays of Angelyn 
Docekal, Betty Jane Styskal, Mae Beaty 
and Hazel Hagenbuck. Games were played 
and the girls received many nice gifts. 


General Offices and 


Central District 


Accounting and Engineering 


Departments 


It’s just been told that Ben Franklin re- 
ceived a registered letter from the State 
Fire Marshal ordering him to tear down his 
barn at Seward—it’s a fire hazard. At the 
moment B. F. is considering putting a match 
to the barn. . Bob Ross has been seen 
bowling, but not with the Accounting Dept. 
team. We’re wondering whether Bob is 
being disloyal to this dept. or whether the 
dept. team doesn’t think him good enough? 
... Still plenty of people from these depart- 


The Diamond Jubilee was one of the out- 
standing events at the annual county fair ai 
Humboldt. Mae Imhof, city clerk, and Mary 
Meister of Humboldt Traffic, entered into the 
spirit of the occasion and attired themselves 
appropriately. (Editor’s aside: They could 
have fooled us. Appears like some of that 
“New Look” influence we see around here 
every day.) 


ments vacationing. Recent vacationers were 
Mr. Devoe who spent his time hunting in 
western Nebraska, George Mann, ‘Tom 
Risser, Ann Keegan, Laura Sires, Jane 
Spehn and Ann Schneider, who spent their 
time in and around Lincoln. Rosalie Carl- 
son vacationed in Creston, Iowa, visiting her 
sister, Florence Mills Zarp, a former Ac- 
counting Department employee. Jose Riggs 
is looking forward to spending the last three 
weeks of 1948 visiting her granddaughter in 
Wilmington, Delaware. ... G. W. Jahn is on 
the move again. This time it’s a three story 
house with 14 or 15 rooms. With all this 
room we won’t be surprised if Mrs. J. puts 
G. W. to work with the broom and dust pan. 
_.. Oddity of the month—Spohn, Jahn and 
Cane spending the same weekend in bed 
with the flu. ... Doris Glock had the lucky 
number in a raffle and returned home with 
a duck for Thanksgiving. Preparing the 
duck didn’t seem to be a chore at all, but 
when it came to dissecting the fowl, Doris 
was stumped. She won't admit it, but 
we're still betting she picked up the duck 
by the legs and chewed it that way. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Betty Henson, Associate Editor 


What an enjoyable month this has been 
with our office and the lobby finally rid of 
carpenters, painters, and contractors. We're 
really proud to show off our pleasant place 
to work so everyone is invited to drop in 


and pay us a visit... . Claude Helm has re- 
turned to work after several weeks of sick 
leave. ... And still we have vacations to 


chat about. Waldo McDowell, Bill Morris, 
Bert Overcash, Joan Moorberg, and Viola 
Fischer were among the fortunate vacation- 
ers who spent the whole time at home relax- 
ing, eating, entertaining, etc. Denver, Colo- 
rado, proved to be a most delightful spot for 
Helen Johnson’s vacation. However, she 
was snowbound on the train in Kansas for 
three days on her return trip. Bill Quinn 
paid his respects to the home town folks 
in Hyannis, Nebraska, on his recent vaca- 
tion. ... Tentative plans are in the making 
for an early morning breakfast for the local 
commercial gang as the holiday season ap- 
proaches. Last year’s breakfast was such a 
huge success that the idea is to be repeated 
by a unanimous request. Candy and 
cigars were being passed freely among us 
the day following November 1. No, it 
wasn’t an engagement or marriage, but a 
new grandpappy. Chauncey Eggerss became 
the pround grandfather of a fine baby boy, 
Richard Bruce, who was born to Chauncey’s 
daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Rob- 
ert Christian. ... Here’s wishing you all a 
MERRY CHRISTMAS and may Santa be 
good to you. See you next year! 


General Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 
At this writing, Mr. Jackson is still in the 
hospital. He is enjoying all his cards from 
his many friends who join us in wishing him 


a speedy recovery. ... Mr. Hale was elected 
vice-president of the Lincoln Kiwanis re- 
cently. Congratulations, Mr. Hale. ... The 
redecorating in our office is at last com- 
pleted and the finished job looks very nice. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


The Sleet Storm that overtook us the 
middle of the month caused a fling of ex- 
citement and a lot of hard work on the part 
of the Construction Department. The dam- 
age wasn’t too great but the condition of the 
roads made it impossible to get crews to 
the locations where needed. We had crews 
marooned in all parts of the territory. 
George Wasson and crew, stranded at Friend 
couldn’t even tell us how they liked spend- 
ing the weekend in that fair city because 
they couldn’t see it—no electricity — no 
lights. Our greatest damage was on the 
David City area and at this writing that is 
pretty well cleaned up and we find all our 
crews back at their regular posts with the 
exception of Paul Wilkinson who is finish- 
ing up the repair work. Lyle Piper and 
crew are still at Nelson but Otto Buck and 
his boys have moved over to Hebron to do 
a town repair job. Tommy Hedges’ gang is 
working the big Hastings town plant repair 
job while George Burt and helper are doing 
the cable work on that job. Harry Moss is 
at Nebraska City making a rural cable ex- 
tension south of town. “Deke” Simpson and 
gang are rebuilding the Unadilla exchange. 
We still find George Hansen’s outfit at 
Pawnee City and Earl Eichenour’s at Hum- 
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boldt. As previously mentioned George 
Wasson’s crew has just moved in on the 
Friend repair job prior to conversion. Our 
Lincoln crews and cable splicers are sticking 
pretty close to home and are kept busy with 
Lincoln estimates, of which there are ten 
in progress at the moment, and other jobs in 
the vicinity of Lincoln.... James Selko from 
Lyle Piper’s crew at Hastings underwent an 
appendectomy the first of the month and 
we hope he will be back on the job soon....- 
Our vacationers this month include Don 
Kapke, August Brunke, Bud Ottnot, John 
Turner and Herman Studier. Sorry we can’t 
report on their escapades but imagine they 
all did a little hunting. 


General Offices—2nd Floor 
Barbara Churchill, Associate Editor 


After a week’s vacation, maybe your 
editor can write a little more. The vaca- 
tion was spent house cleaning, resting and 
on Thanksgiving we traveled to Geneva for 


a family get-together. ... A very enjoyable 
weekend was spent at Stanton, her home 
town, by Leona Lehman. ... Mr. Barney is 


taking two weeks vacation at this writing. 
Reports are that a nice, quiet vacation will 
be spent at home. ... George Keith is in 
Lincoln this week and Guthrie, Barney and 
Caldwell at Utica installing C.A.X., Robison 
installing toll line multiple at Tecumseh 
and Darnold installing Falls City-Auburn- 
Omaha carriers. Some people are just 
lucky, for instance, Mina Jorgensen’s hus- 
band received a turkey for Thanksgiving. 
All officers of the bank received a turkey 


A happy family who apparently came oui of the hilis to attend a Union Halloween mas- 
querade party ai Lincoln, October 29, were the Winders’ quartette, consisting of ‘“Ma and Pa,” 
represented by Mrs. Rollie and Rex Winders, and “the kids,’’ who were ably portrayed by 
Mrs. Rex and Rollie. “Pa” Winders announced that he had shot a ’’revenoo” agent on the way 
to the party, which accounts for the happy expression on his mobile face. The Winders 
family masqueraders were one of many cleverly costumed couples and groups which con- 


tributed to a gay and enjoyable evening. 
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from a nice gentleman in Lincoln. Mina 
also won ten dollars on the last football 


pot. ... A very happy holiday season to 
everyone. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We still have a few vacationers in the 
Service Department. Hunting, of course, 
is the main attraction. H. C. Smith was 
one who indulged in this popular sport and 
reports he walked for miles and didn’t even 
see a pheasant. ... Other hunters included 
Walt Stewart, Russ White, E. Wedgwood 
and J. E. Findley. ... Howard Stroup spent 
a week visiting with his brother at Mission, 
Kansas, and the rest of his time resting and 
doing odd jobs. ...H. S. Knudson spent 
part of his vacation at home and part at 
Holdrege, Nebraska. ... W. C. Baker vaca- 
tioned in Springfield, Mass. ... L. C. Hutch- 
ison made a trip to Rushville, Illinois, and 
Randall, Kansas, during his vacation. Vaca- 
tioning at home were Ray Zimmerman, D. 
C. Travis, L. P. Livingston, E. L. Martin, 
Milo Caslasky and Pep Saunders. ... W. M. 
Perrin reports that he spent his time work- 
ing on a pipe line, which seems to us like a 
“Buss Man’s Holiday.” ... We are glad to 
see Harry Palmquist back on the job, but 
are sorry that Frank Tefft, Herb Jenkins, 
Art Lamberson and Earl Rosker are still on 
the sick list. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


There should be some good hunting stories 
available for this past month, but we can’t 
seem to dig up any. Only one or two of our 
hunters seem to want to tell about their 
success—or perhaps failure. Ivan Olson took 
the last week of his vacation during hunting 
season, as did W. F. Grant. “Ole” reports 
some good luck. Welton’s story has more to 
do with his harrowing experience in the 
snow storm, than about hunting. He and 
Ernie Wedgwood drove to Loomis, Nebras- 
ka, arriving just as the blizzard started on 
Thursday, November 18. They hunted only 
a few minutes when it became apparent that 


The girls at Hastings had a hilarious eve- 
ning at their Halloween party according to 
an account sent us by Betty Hudson, Hastings 
correspondent. Two of the prize winners are 
Pictured above at right, Irene Knipfel, dressed 
as an old woman, and Gerry Paulson as a 
“man about town,” we think. In the group, 
left to right, are Kathleen Glantz, Virginia 
North, Miss Knipfel and Miss Paulson. Billie 
Steffin also caused a near riot with her arti- 
ficial buck teeth. The committee consisted of 
Charlotte Keller, Colleen Kort, Rae Ellen 
Grannis, Doris Bramble, Bonita Berieger, and 
Phyllis Wolkensdorfer with Pat Jurgensmeier 
and Audrey Ransom as chairmen. 


they had to start right back home if they 
hoped to make it ahead of the storm. ‘They 
did get through, but the driving was pretty 
rugged.... Carl Mischnick and Bill Knee 
have just completed their vacations, at 
home.... Mr. Huddleston drove up from 
Kansas City for a few days recently. He 
seems to be enjoying every minute of his 
leisure.... Ralph Culver and Walt Knudson 
served as election board helpers for the now 
famous poll upsetting election.... Mr. and 
Mrs. William Wendland (stenographer Ra- 
mona to us) are the proud parents of a son, 
Gary William, who arrived on November 
1. He was such a little guy—only 5' Ibs. 
—that he had to stay at the hospital a few 
days longer than his mommy. However, we 
have learned that he arrived home on De- 
cember Ist.... Pat Peters has acquired a 
third-finger-left-hand flasher, and is tripping 
around in the clouds these days. Marriage 
plans are indefinite, she tells us... . Our 
would be wood-working hobbyists are most 
envious of the new combination saw and 
jointer recently added to Bill Rosenthal’s 
shop equipment. We have always thought 
Bill could make anything, with his common 
saw. Now we are sure the sky is the limit, 
with this new equipment.... A Very Merry 
Christmas and A Most Happy and Prosper- 
ous New Year to everyone from the folks in 
the Supply Department. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Dept. 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


The Thanksgiving holidays are over and 
we are all busy with thoughts of the Christ- 
mas season. Several girls in our department 
spent the holiday with home folks out of 
town. Joan Lemmon visited in Grand 
Island, Mickey McCracken went to Utica, 
Jean Vybrial went to David City and Shir- 
ley Sodman journeyed to Tecumseh. Melba 
Richards, chief-operator, spent the holidays 
at her home in Hastings. .. . Late vacation- 
ers are Virginia Stiles, Doris Murphy, 
Muriel Holley, Mary Stava, Helen Sexton, 
Stella Beckman, Joan Lemmon, Donnie 
Overton and Mary Thelen. ... A miscellane- 
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ous shower was given in the club-rooms for 
Elaine Scovell, by Dorothy Nelson and Eve- 
lyn Vinkenberg. An enjoyable evening was 
spent. ... We’ve all heard that May flowers 
don’t bloom in December, but right in our 
midst we have a gardener dishing out rad- 
ishes in November! Minnie Allen informed 
us she planted the seeds in September and 
is now reaping the reward of her labor. A 
generous sample of the vegetable which 
Minnie gathered, after making a clearing 
in the snow, was brought to friends in Traf- 
fic, making the rest of us wish we had 
some. We’ve named Minnie the Master 
gardener of the year. ... Bonnie Roberts was 
one of three employees chosen from differ- 
ent departments to represent the operating 
room in a photo mural to be displayed in 
the lobby. Mickey Lahm and Della 
Wilcox went hunting recently. ... And 
speaking of hunting, we have a Sad story 
to relate. One of our girls on local, and 
enthusiastic devotee of the hunting game, 
shot at a bird, perched on the lower branches 
of a tree. Triumphantly she picked up her 
trophy and held it aloft. But alas, to her 
dismay, the bagged pheasant turned out to 
be an owl. Virginia Hunt will undoubtedly 
look twice the next time before she shoots. 
... Also we have the unique case of one of 
our operators trying to wear two headsets 
at a time. Blanche Logan, with her own 
already on, took Dorothy Ann Adkisson’s 
head-set, and attempted to put it on also. 

. The volume of our business increased 
considerably during the recent snow-storms. 
The great load of long distance calls was 
handled efficiently by our force, who worked 
overtime. Hazel Nichols journeyed to 
Oklahoma to welcome a new grand-daughter, 
Pamela Sue, who was born November 7th. 
... Leona Woznick is the wearer of a new 
diamond. 


Another strictly L. T. and T. romance had 
the usual happy climax last month when Bob 
Hawkins, Lincoln Service Department and 
Elaine Scovell of Lincoln Traffic exchanged 
nuptial vows at Gresham on November 14. 
The “big snow” caused complications at 
Ogallala where they were stalled for three 
days on the return from a Colorado honey- 


moon. Elaine was guest of honor at a dinner 
given by fellow supervisors of the Operating 
Depariment before the wedding. 


How We Stand! 


Orders held because of lack 


of facilities and telephones. 


July 1, 1948 
August 1, 1948 
September 1, 1948 
October 1, 1948 
November 1, 1948 
December 1, 1948 


STATION GAIN SINCE 


JANUARY 1, 1948 


Total Stations in 
Service 11-30-48 94,960 


*Pawnee City added as new ex- 
change with 774 stations. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
By Betty Hansen 


Mrs. Watson took the rest of her vacation 
and went to Chicago with her son, John 
Watson. She flew back on the United 
Air Lines. Before she took her trip to Chi- 
cago she had a Halloween party at her home 
for the cafeteria. ... Betty J. Jansen went 
to Iowa over Thanksgiving to spend a few 
days with relatives and friends. 


Southern District 
Wilma Stolzenburg, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling and Emma Lee King, 
Correspondents 

The Traffic Girls enjoyed a Halloween 
party last month. The committee consisted 
of June Vanarsdall, Oakel Butler, Doris 
Smith, Barbara Gillispie, and Marjorie De- 
Buhr. Sandwiches, pumpkin pie, and coffee 
was served. ... Marjorie DeBuhr has just 
returned after enjoying her vacation and 
Mariam Lilly returned after vacationing in 
New Mexico and Colorado. ... Mary Meister 
spent the day of October 29 in Omaha get- 
ting new glasses. Norma Lee Arnold 
spent a recent week end in Lincoln, guess 
there’s some new attraction. Tell us more 
Norma Lee. ... We have another diamond 
in our office, this time it’s on the hand of 
Myrna Neff, night operator. Congratulations 
Myrna. ... On November 1, a belated Hal- 
loween party was held at the office, the Chili 
was wonderful and how we played Cootie.... 
Miss Rose Fankhouser spent the week end 
of November 19, 20 and 21 in Kansas City 
visiting her niece. She reports a “perfect 
week-end.” Delores Lang was also a 
visitor in Kansas City on Sunday, November 
21, she attended the Shrine Circus. 
Frances Duryea, the Chief Operator at 


Dawson, was a visitor in our office No- 
vember 17. 


Beatrice Area 

Max Brandt, janitor, and Mrs. Brandt 
vacationed in Colorado and Oklahoma. ... 
Good luck came to the house of Stolzenburg 
when Wilma’s husband held the winning 
ticket for a jeep at the local Jr. Chamber 
of Commerce show “Previews of Progress.” 
The jeep has had considerable use during 
the recent snow storm. Don Young, Beatrice 
Plant, flirted with the “flu bug” and was 
under the weather for a week ... One day 
Mr. Burge came striding into the office— 
placed his hand ever so gently on the 
swinging door and CRASH BANG, the door 
fell completely off its hinges. Such colossal 
strength the males around demonstrate 
The mystery of the week here is WHO is 
the guy in the terminal room who chases 
people around the test board and scares 
them half to death? 


Fairbury Area 
Marion Beasley, Correspondent 

Ol’ Man Flu always comes around, this 
time he cornered Florence Beck and Anna- 
belle Strocker, of Traffic. Week end 
visitors were Wauneta Child, Traffic who 
visited relatives in David City and Wire 
Chief J. C. Gear and Mrs. Gear who visited 
relatives in St. Joseph, Mo., and Ruth 
Swindler, Traffic headed for Omaha. 
Erman Wheatcraft, Plant, has been vaca- 
tioning. ... Last but by no means least, you 
should see us. We’re all dressed up, the of- 
fice that is, in a new coat of paint, right up 
to the minute in pastel shades. Very pretty, 
we think. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


What a cheery future in store for us. ... 
Now we at Pawnee City, are also the Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph Company. 
“.. Wryl Clark’s vacation started November 
11th. He wouldn’t say where he and family 
were going, but rumor had it New Mexico. 
... Mrs. Morehead served pumpkin pie and 
coffee in honor of Halloween October 29th. 
... Collene Niss went pheasant hunting with 
her hubby near Plymouth October 3\1st. 
Hubby bagged three, but “Butch” says she 
just couldn’t see hurting such a pretty bird. 


I don’t think your Salvation Army 
technique is working. Here they talk 
with drums, and, no telling what you’re 
saying. 
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Confidentially, she just missed them. ... 
There are still a few vacations to report. 
Mary Kalin spent most of her vacation at 
home in Steinauer, but took a few days 
off to visit relatives in Lincoln, and her 
Grandmother in Summerfield, Kansas. 
Lois Mahoney took advantage of her vaca- 
tion to visit her family in Clay Center, and 
she also saw the Notre Dame-Nebraska foot- 
ball game. We thought that Lois, a bride 
of a few months, would have mastered all 
domestic duties by now, but we heard she 
didn’t have such good luck with the first 
washing she put out. It didn’t have tattle- 
tale gray, but a yellowish tint. ‘The culprit 
—a pair of yellow anklets. ... The pheas- 
ants were given a bad time when the season 
opened. Harold Drake, Bill Eckles, and 
Raymond Johnson went hunting at Daykin, 
October 29. Tyler Ryan, Ted Husing, and 
Bill Eckles went hunting at Nelson, and it 
was there that Mr. Ryan spoke these im- 
mortal words, “If I don’t hit them with a 
gun, I’ll run them down.” ‘The pheasants, 
that is. ... The two Eckles brothers, Bill and 
“Flop,” went on a successful quail hunting 
jaunt to Steinauer. .. . As a result of the 
last election, we discovered we have a poli- 
tician in our midst. Tyler Ryan had two 
votes cast for him as Justice of the Peace. 

. Wander Remmers experienced a great 
thrill last Sunday when she drove a car for 
the first time. She’s very mysterious about 
whose car it was though. ... Mary Borne- 
meier, the Tecumseh Chief Operator, spent 
her vacation traveling. She visited friends 
in South Dakota, and she also was in Pipe- 
stone, Minnesota. Recently she went pheas- 
ant hunting in Eustis, Nebraska. ... Kath- 
leen Drake has returned to work after hav- 
ing a vacation, but it wasn’t a very enjoy- 
able one. We’re sorry to hear that you 
were ill, Kathy. 


Wilber Area 
C. D. Brock is spending the last week of 
his vacation just staying at home. ... Marie 


Gifford spent her vacation traveling and 
visiting friends in Iowa, Minnesota, and 


Wisconsin. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 


Velma Garland and Evelyn Dutcher, 
Correspondents 


Betty Jezek had the misfortune to break 
her leg while skating. We hope she has a 
quick recovery and will be back soon. .. 
Ejita Griffen is on the job after a two week 
vacation. ... A shower was given in honor 
of Hazel Drummond on Monday evening, 
November 8, at the home of Mrs. Bill 
Minich. The girls from the York Traffic 
and Commercial Department and the men’s 
wives attended. ... Area Manager Crew and 
Mrs. Crew left on Thursday, November 18, 
for a vacation in Texas with their daughter. 

. Mr. Weis of the Plant Department re- 
turned to work after spending a two weeks 


vacation at home in Iowa. ... Also on vaca- 
tion is Armin L. Ackermann of the Plant 
Department. ... Mr. and Mrs. Richard 


Dutcher attended the U.C.L.A.-Nebraska 
football game in Lincoln on October 30. 
That evening they attended the homecoming 
ball of Doane College at Crete. Mrs. 
Dutcher is the Cashier in the Hebron Com- 
mercial Office. ... Miss Frances Stradley of 
the Traffic Department visited her home 
at Albion, Nebraska, the first part of the 
month. 


Hastings Area 
Betty Hudson, Correspondent 


First off we wish to extend a big welcome 
back greeting to Mrs. Rice and Jessie Van 
Trump who have spent several of the past 
weeks tied down to hospital beds. ‘They 
couldn’t be tied down for long, though, and 
we’re glad to see them back plugging away. 
... Frances Lundeen and Shirley Adams are 
our new toll students. Girls, are you sure 
that you know enough about local to be 
down on toll? ... Cupid has been at it again. 
Kathleen Glantz is sporting a shiny new 
diamond and evidently someone, namely 
George Keller, has talked Margaret Gerloff 
into the notion, judging from that all im- 
portant item on the third finger of Margie’s 
left hand. Well gals, you’re engaged now. 
At least that part of it is not fatal, for you 
still have time to think it over. ... If you 
want a good home cooked meal, we suggest 
that you drop in on Carol Henry sometime 
for dinner. ‘This newly married lass spent 
her vacation at home learning to cook— 
What do you mean, is it really good? ... Of 
course we all know where Moreane Alldritt 
and Elizabeth Capron went on their week- 
end off. They left all of Betty’s troubles 
behind and set out to take Chicago by storm 
or a mild facsimile. When asked what they 
did while there, all Moreane could seem to 
think of was eat—go to the theatre—and 
eat some more. Judging from present in- 
flationary standards, that must have been 
rather an expensive weekend. ... The bliz- 
zard of Friday, November 19, created’ an 
air of excitement around Ye Olde Telephone 
Office. Operators found it tough sledding 


They had snow storms and line trouble 20 
years ago too as these two gentlemen can at- 
test. The picture was taken in 1928 at the 
Beatrice test board and shows Walter Stewart 
and L. G. Saunders on the job during a sleet 
storm. Both are now in the Lincoln Service 
Department. 


trying to wade through the snowdrifts, many 
of which were waist high or deeper, in order 
to get to work. The majority of those who 
lived any distance were unable to make it. 
However, we noticed that Joan Vap was 
there right on schedule despite the fact that 
she had to plod through snowdrifts for about 
two miles. We hadn’t thought to ask before, 
but do you suppose she could be part Eski- 
mo? .. . Vacations are still the order of 
the day. Lou Jensen spent her vacation in 
Wilcox with her folks since her hubby 
Bill is now in the army and _ stationed 
in New York. Or is it New Jersey? Other 
stay at homes were Bette Hudson, Carol 
Henry, Helen Simons, Anna Johnson, Arline 
Johnson, Dee Shite, Darlene Eldred, Aletha 
Bennett and Ann Moler. 


Superior Area 


Maxine Chambers, Correspondent 


Mary Ann Robinson, Superior Chief Op- 
erator, is attending a conference in Lincoln. 
... The flu bug has been “over-taxing” him- 
self around here this last month, and we all 
hope this blizzard will freeze him out. 


Sutton Area 


Jeannine Monson, Correspondent 


John Ira McDonald, grandfather of Mrs. 
Colleen Ehly of the Sutton Traffic Depart- 
ment, passed away November 18 at Geneva, 
Nebraska. ... Edith Schleiger, Sutton Chief 
Operator, has been on two weeks vacation. 


York-Osceola Area 


Betty Beebe, Axie Bouslough, and Helen Garner, 
Correspondents 

The Osceola Traffic Department enjoyed 
a chicken dinner given by the members of 
the Osceola office on November 4. ... Mar- 
garet Ienn enjoyed the weekend of October 
29 visiting her cousin in Fairfax, South 
Dakota. ... Clara Anderson enjoyed the last 
week of her vacation visiting with her daugh- 
ter and son-in-law who were here visiting 
from Rockford, Illinois. ... Esther Whitacre 
spent the last week of her vacation in Des 
Moines, Iowa, visiting her daughter and new 
grandson. ... Mrs. Carlotta Cooper and 
daughter Carol Ann _ visited with Mrs. 
Mayme Carroll the first of November. Mrs. 
Westly was in Lincoln November 12 to at- 
tend the play “Deep Are The Roots” given 
at the Wesleyan University. ... Mrs. Thru- 
silla Kubicek has been having fun and a lot 
of luck duck and pheasant hunting, getting 
her limit, too! Congratulations. ... All is 
not quiet on the Waco front. The office is 
looking more like a beehive every day. 
During the recent month linemen have been 
running in and out taking care of numerous 
removes and installs. Two new gadgets 
have been added to the switchboard, which 
really are two lights and switches to care 
for the Utica traffic when Utica converts to 
dial. ... Last month Florence Roos was 
taken to the hospital at Stromsburg to be 
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Tom Hedges and his son, Tommy Lee, scaled 
an eight foot snow bank in the yard of George 
Burt who sent us the picture. The scene is 
at Hastings. 


treated for infection in her leg. ... Mrs. 
Nelda Smith is filling in for Esther Ober- 
mier while Esther takes time off long enough 
to get married, through honeymooning, and 
settled down. .., Waco Chief Operator Axie 
Bouslough and her son Burney spent most 
of their vacation around home but did en- 
joy a day at Fairmont with Mrs. Ethel Pat- 
rick, the chief operator at Fairmont. In- 
cidentally, Ethei is a grand cook! ... Burney 
Bouslough is playing the role of the grandpa 
in the Junior Class play, which explains the 
loud bursts of temper and stomping of feet, 
the sounds which drift through the living 
quarters to the office. “He’s only rehears- 
ing, folks!” ... Mrs. Bouslough’s mother, 
Mrs. Ella Burney, is recovering nicely after 
her operation she had at Savannah, Missouri, 
this spring. ... While on duty we pride our- 
selves in having a reliable, business-like 
office at York, but they surely are a reckless 
bunch on their day off. It seems that Ada 

Shipp took a trip out to her farm to tidy up 
the yard. She had a load of leaves to burn. 

While she did dispose of the leaves she also 

got rid of the chicken house. The Bradshaw 

fire department saved the house from des- 

truction, but the home, humble as it was, 

of the chickens was burned to the ground. 

Ada thinks that it was rather an expensive 

day off. ... Up to now, our York Plant De- 

partment has taken all of their vacations 

and George Mehuron is now on his last two 

weeks. ... A mixed group of the York office 

packed a lunch and went on a party to the 

K. P. Camp south of York. We had a ter- 

riffic time! Hamburgers with onions, fried 

by the mistress of cookery, Edna Pflaug- 

haupt. After our picnic banquet we wound 

up the evening playing cards. Needless to 

say, we all had a grand time. 
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HELEN PICCOLO, OLO, ACCOUNTING, ANSWERED THE DOORBELL ON 
HALLOWEEN NIGHT WITH A PLATE OF TREATS IN HER HAND + BUT, #5 
man | OHE OPENED THE DOOR, HER HAIR STOOD ON END AS “DEAD MAN™, 
1 WHO Hab BEEN LEANING AGAINST IT, FELL INTO THE ROOM 
WITH H DULL THUD. 


<<< —-- 


( YOU CAN'T TRUST A TELEPHONE Sag SoHiirHSe ais "WHERE'S 3 
MAN ! IF |GET MY HANDS ON $] Fe3*quSagzi(@ dep” OHOE ' 
THAT GUY I'LL ~ = en 


“LINCOLN SER WCE DEPT: ON ONE OF THOSE COLD, RAINY NIGHTS J 
WAS AUAUENED is HER DOG WHINING TO GET OUTDOORS. MAS 
SLIPPED ON A ROBE AND ACCOMPANIED THE POOCH TO THE FRONT 
PORCH WHEN A SUDDEN GUST OF WIND BLEW THE DOOR SHUT 
| BeHIND HER. NO ONE EL5S WAS AT HOME 50 MRS. REGLER 
TOOK THE COURSE OF DIRECT ACTION . SHE THREW A BRICK} 
THROUGH THE BIG FRONT WINDOW AND CRAWLED IN OVER THE 
| GLASS COVERED DAVENPORT. 


eR 


NADINE TOHNGON, HASTINGS, FOUGHT 
HER WAY HOME ROUGH 7 UE BLIZZARD 
WITH ONE SHOE OFF -~SHE LOST IT IN # 
DRIFT FISSHE STARTED HER JOURNEY. 


boc WILSON, HASTINGS, 
WALKS To WORK OCCASIONALLY 
WITH GOLDIA SIMONS <THE 


JIM DUDGEON - HASTINGS, 
WAS INVOLVED IN A MINOR 
CRASH AND GOT A SMALL DENT 


INHIS FENDER~HE KNEW HE | TOTHER MORNING HE CAUGHT f — _ — 
WAS IN THE RIGHT: 50 HE GOT TH A GIRL HE THOUGHT a : 3 S } a. 
THE BLANKS To MAKE CLAIM, aaitrms erty JOHN MEKINZIE WAS TIER ING SOME ZA Se eile al Ae Wie nee 4 
AFTER FILLING OUTI50 | J RUNNING FIRE OF SMALL | | DIRE THREATS To THE 50 AND SO RK __———_— RIGHT BY MY HOUSE . 


WHO LIFTED HIS TOP COMT AT THE 
PARTY GIVEN FOR RETIRED 
EMPLOYEES. HE CALMED DOWN 
TISCOVERED HAT JEAGEE OHS 
D THA 6 
REMEMBER 67 IM GOLDIE, = GEE, WIGHYOU COULD $3 ) tHe CULPRIT, HAVING TAKEN MACS 
YoU INVITE ME. To Hive BEEN HERE ,WE- 3 CORT, ALL RIGHT, BUT LEFT HIS 
YOUR PARTY. Be ot FUN’ 28 | BertER ONE BEMIND AG A TOKEN 
See” fer ees ii 04 THAT iT WAS ALL A MISTAKE... 
- (6 = ss =| , si — 


TALK FOR BLOCKS -THEN 
DISCOVERED THAT THE GIRL 
WAS fl TOTAL STRANGER. 


FEET OF LEGHL FORMS JIM 
GAVE UP. BORROWED fA HAMMER 
AND FIXED IT HIMSELF, 


AMONG THE INTERESTING aE OWNED BY 


GEORGE MEHURON YORK , 15 A SNOW PLOW CARA JONES DROVE ALL OVER LINCOLN LOOKING 


=— pe IR oN WR | AtACHMENT FOR ul ZARBEN-RACTOR, HE WHEELED 1” FOR H PARKING SPACE AND FINALLY FOUND ONE AT 

=) || = aT jars G | (TOUT ON THE DAY OF THE BIG SNOW TOGIVEIT 1) Iqmeed, SHE WALKED BACK 10 TOWN , DID HER 

[= YY a ve Wy EA | Hee Th CeGRCe WENT Fogle acco ocxs, || TOTTER BACK To HER CAR EIGHT BLOCKS AWAY. $0 SHE 
z BY] FRek IT GEORGE WENT FOR HIS SLACK BLOCKS, 1) TooK A BUS 70 19TH , TRANSFERRED HERSELF AND 


HOOKED THEM FROM THE TRACTOR 10 A TREE, 
THREW THE PLOW INTO GEAR AND GAVE A HEAVE.. 
THE PLOL) BROKE THROUGH THE DRIFT, ae SPEED 
AHEAD AND CAME RIGHT FOR GEORGE , WHO 

7= \¥ TOOK OFF DOWN THE ROAD, BEAR TRAIL 
=} FOR THE PURSUING MACHINE. 


MARVIN KOCH LATTONOMT, CALLED 10 fl 
RESIDENCE ON f TROUBLE COMPLAINT FOUND 
THE LADY OF THE HOUSE REDFAST. . HER 
FAMILY, ON LEAVING THAT MORN ING HAD 
FORGOTTEN TO PROVIDE HER WITH SOME OF 
THE SIMPLE NECESSITIES OF A PATIENT — 
50 MARVIN, OVER HIS SCREAMING PROTEST, 
Wis PRESSED INTO SERVICE, AS A 
as NURSE“ 


PACKAGES To HER CHARIOT AND DROVE HOME, 
WEARY AND SAD BUT WISER. 


WALDO MEDOWELL, CREDIT MGR.» $ | KEEP TELLING You 
LINCOLN, MAKES UP A MONTHLY” IT WAS ALL A BIG 
"COLLECTION REPORT," LISTING 1M . 
THE NAMES OF PEOPLE WHO ARE 
BEHIND IN THEIR PAYMENTS- AND 
WHO, WALDO INSISTS, SHOULD BE 
CUT OFF FROM SERVICE AND SUED 
FOR SOMETHING OR OTHER. IN LAST 
NIONTH’S REPORT THE NAME OF 
a MCDOWELL HEADED THE 
LIST. 


GO\DIE THOMPSOH TECUMSEH ARUDGED ACROSS foul 
0 (410 A PARTY ONE EVENIN's WHEN SHE ARRIVED 
SHE = UND TO HER DISMAY, THAT THE PARTY HAD 
BEEN HELD THE NIGHT GEFORE. 
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> = GOB,DON'T YOU THINK 
z I1'5 COOL ENOUGH 70 Meee 
SAYS IT'S STILL 
& START Gee a BOIL ING / 
= BEEN HERE FOR ————— == __ 
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R'm GLAD ir “AU paaaeaaeac PEE 
: WASN'T SOMETHING ; HARRY GORE WON # Gein 


SHAY ICE ELBA RICHARDS CAME HOME ONE 


ON A DRIVE; 10 OMAHA, BOB ROSS, ACLOU go 

HAD TROUBLE WITH HIS CAR OVERHEATING.“ re Tm F647 DUN SMC NIGHT TO FIND HER ROOM MATE, MYRA METCALF,| aR | COULD USE: ga FOOTBALL POOL~ AND We 

aoe Othe: Gee Gee 77S NTO A PAN OF |] LOCKED AND BARRICADED IN THE DRESSING MM ick ic ope OPEN 

IDAITING MOST OF THE AFTERNOON THE TeMrce-| Se GDS cy RTOT WATER — |} ROOM. .SHE HAD BEEN THERE FOR HOURS BB ile ENVELOPE CONTAINING Fe 
CMPER-\ ge eM Gd BSOMEONE HAD |) BECAUSE SHE KEPT HEARING # PECULIAR Se 

See Tt et aerate te &. LEFT ON f NOISE INTHE, #PARTHENT. . . MELBA THe PROCEEDS HE TORE 

De ey Ue cH ANG CRED, Reg Ap S100. IN The |] \)ALKED OVER TO THe WASH BASIN , i eee I) 

THE NEEDLE HAD SJUCK.!--\ITH THE TRIP SPOILED, | So us te TURNED OFF fl DRIBBLING WHTER TAP lM, SQUARELY IN TWO, 

BOB HAD A HARD TIME EXPLAINING To His WIFe> | BE CAFETERIA AND THE NOISE CEASED / Sue Hg ; e/ alana 


THAT IT WASN'T ANOTHER ONE OF His FAMOUS JOKES." | eR bese 


